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SECRETARY BENSON'S ?!HALO® BADLY TARNISHED, SENATOR HU'PHREY CFARGES

Secretary of Agriculture Benson's self-adopted "halo"™ has been tarnished
and discredited by "his neglect of his duty to protect our farm economy, his
bungling mismanagoment of She avthority Congress has giver him. ard his obvious
willingness to perpetuate fraudulant myths in a desperate et.vmpt to hide hus
own failure," Senator Hubert H, Humphrey, member of the Sena e Committee on
Agriculture and Forestry, declared in a Farmers!' Market Day address at Stephen,

Marshall County, at noon today,

"Any cabinet officer who brazenly distorts the faobs in a futile attempt
at self-.justification, and who resorts to neme-calling against his critics instead
of being willing to debate the issues fairly and squarely, is unmworthy of the
confidence of the American people," Senator Humphrey declared,

"And any President who named such a cabinet officer and who reaffirms
his confidence in him in spite of he overwhelming evidence of his incompetence
is no longer entitled to your support, whether you are Renublican or Democrat,"
Senator Humphrey declared.

He vigorously attacked Secretary Benson for characterizing his eritics
as "a few would-be Socialists whose names I would not mention" in a recent
address before the Ilinneapolis Grain Exchange,

"If disagreeing with Secretary Benson makes a man a socilalist, there are
more socialists in the Midwest than I want to give the socialist party credit
for," Senator Humphrey said. "If that is what Secretary Benson thinks of those
who differ with him, then it is time the Republican Party did some house cleaning
in its own ranks -- for he is rebuking and insulting 1fHdwest representatives of his
o party att he very time President Eisenhower is calling for their re-election,"

Senator Humphroy said Secretary Benson has declined to face him in
public debate "because he knows he is wrong, and he knows I can prove it".

Minnesota's DFL Senator assailed the "ioCarthy" technigue being used by
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Benson's son during the current campaign.

He quoted Reed Benson, son of the Secretary, and an employce of the
Republican National Committee, as having charged in Bloonmington, Illinois, that the
Democrats "left the Department of Agriculture riddled with cormunists and a time
bomb of socislistie practices ', according to the Bloomington Panteagraph, while
engaged in what young Benson described as a "truth campaign",.

"If that's how little regard the Republicans have for t he truth nobody
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can believe anything they say, "Senator Humphrey said,

"For if the Democrats left the Department of Agriculture riddled with
Communists, as Becretary Benson's son says, then they must be still theore -- for
Secretary Benson has not got rid of any,

"For two days after that charge, newspapermen pressed the O0ffice of the
Secretary and the Department!s security officials as to whether any communists
have been fired since the Senior Bemson took office -- and so far no one has given
an answer,

"How do you reconcile such tactics with the myth of the greal moral
crusade Benson has croated around hinself, and with the halo he has adopted? How
do you reconcile a President professing high principles, while embracing and
supporting a cabinet officer perpetrating deliberate fraud upon the Americen people
about the 'mess! he supposedly inherited?", Senator Humphrey ssked, '

"He did not !inherit! any mess = he created one, with our farmers
suffering the consequences and our entire economy poying the tolll"
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FOREIGN POLICY

SPERCH GECTION

Apparently the Repu'licans plan to meke "pesce" & partisan campaign
issves I regret this dovelopment deeply, because I sgree with Secretary of State
Dulles when hesaid (11/20/55), "I never Imew that peace was a controversial or
partisan subject with the imericen people.”

Horeover T sm estonished that Republicen campaigners sre making such
extravagant protensions in view of other statements by MWr, Dulles like these
(¢/50/66)s "In Rorea there is an srmistice, but there 18 N0 PERCE eeeln Vietnmam
there is an armistice, but there is mo peace,”

Of courge this confllict bLetweon slogans and facts has beset the
Elsenhower ‘dministration ever since it took offlece, It partially explains fowr
years of confusion in owr foreign policy which have frightened our friends abroad
and worried all objeotive ohservers at home,

Since 1962 we have experienced ¢ repeuted lack of ¢ andor in presenting
the reslities of the intermational situation. Often our official words have not
squared with the factes. Iqually of'ten they have not sguared with our deeds,
inable to resist its proclivity for publieity pglmmicks, the Administration hee
extonded these devices from the politicel hustings into the previously biepertisan
aroa of foreizn affairs, fmamples pange from the frauvdulent "unleashing® of
Chiang EnieChek in President Eisenhower's {irst State of the Union message; to the
Hluff and blugter of he misconceived "massive retaliation” dootrine so lastily
abandoned on its first test in Indochinap to the notorious newsstend diplomeey and
self-serving inaccurscios of Seoretary Dulles' "brink of wer" dlscloswres im Life
magazines to the fMallscious assertions Hefore Congressional cormittess that the
Soviet ecunony is on tho verge of collapse and that the Soviet "new look" is a
confesslon of weaimess; 8ll tie wey to the reommt nerryegoeround of Administration



views on "nevtralien" with Mp. Elsenhower defending it, Mr. Wixon taking both
sides, end 're Mulles cestigating nevtralism as "immoral" but finding himself
mable to identify eny presentedsy neutrals of the immoral kinde The Administretion
has not hesitated to elaim credit where clenged Commmist tactiecs really deserve
the credits ihe Austrisn troop withdrowal, end the truces in Xorea end Indochina,
In domestic affairs this Administration has systematically sacrificed
hip for populerity, end echieved some suocess in doing soe In forelign
affairs, the effort to do the same thing hes resulted in a loss of both leadership
i popularitye We should not forget tile even during a canpaign season when all
reasons for Vp, Dullee' "agonizing reappreisals” ere forgotten in the olections
year chorus of "peace and prosperity",
D Consider almost any portion of the globe today, end examples of the

loration of our position can be founds In Europe our chief alliances have
been badly strained by policy differences over Sues, Cyprus, lorth ifrica, German
rearmsument, and Dastellost trade. On items of mejor importance to the future of
tern Furope, like the strengthening of NATO anda longeterm "trade-notesid”
program, this Republican Administration hes paid lipeservice to the ob jectives
and falled to follow through,

In the Middle Hast a vaclllabing policy has alternatoely exasperated the
young democracy of Isrmel and won us !mmmgmitymgﬂlaanbmtiaﬁu
welle By her arms agreoements with Egypt and Afghenistan, the Soviet nion has
obtained feotholds in the 1iddle Nast whieh have been Eremlin objectives for
generations.

Owr relations with Indim, the largest demosracy om earth, have suffered
seny reverses since 1903, ell of them sgrrawted by our illeconceived arms apreement
with Pelkisten, Instead of working steadfastly to retrieve our position ia South
Asie, Fresident Eisenhower has just withdrewn inbagsador Cooper from Yew Nelhi for
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politiocal purposes in Kentuckye.

Bven owr relations with Latin imerica have been marred by olumsy
diplomacy like our effort to appease Peron shortly before the people of Argentina
overthrew hime The Orgenisation of Americen “tates remalins weak and ineffective.

in the United Nations itself, the decline in imerican prestige has
frequently beon reflected in the increased neasure of voting egroement with the
Soviet Union. 60X of the members of the UN agrecd more with the Soviet niom in
General Assembly votes in 1956 than in 1054, Nere as elsewhere lately, the Soviet
Union hes registered deplometic gelns, while we, in o fremsy of official activity,
have drifted end bided owr time,

Peace ie positive, not negative, end the American Soclety of Hewspaper
Editore recognized this more honestly and remlistieally than the Republican speech
writers when the Society voted Zel this year that America was currently loeing the
Cold Ware. For while all this has been going om, our allisnces have begun to
erumble, and our reputation has diminished all around the worlde

For years age Americen prestige was highe Democratic leadership had
succesafully sought end fostered biepartisan support im foreign affeirs. NATO and
the Marshall Flan were monuments to joint offort with owr ellies. The Trumsn
Dootrine, the Derlin Afrlift, and owr swift resgonse in Korea hed teught the
Commumnists that we were serious when we sald we intended to block agrressions The
inited Nations was b eing vtilized, not byepasseds The Point Fouwr program was well
under way.

The world that wo Imew in 1982 has now been twrned upside down,
Revolutionsry events have ceowrred all srownd us -- in techmology, in polities,
and in the hearts and minds of wen. Since 1952 the dreadful thermonuclear weapons
race tas conbinued, natiovalistenminded revolt is sweeping the remmants of colonial
Asia and Africn, Stelin's sucocessors are offering us fer more astute and dangerous
competition then he ¢ ver did, and a whole new srema of nonemilitery, economic and
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psychinlogionl competition is upon us,

fhile I heve been oritical of many of the things thet ¢ he Republicen
Adninistration has dome in the pest four years, I em even more oritionl of the
many things they have lef't undones Lincoln once said, "As owr cese is new, we
mupt think and aoh enew.” Hut these last fowr yesrs have boon wasted years -
yearas of holding operetions and wmexploited opportwunitiecs. In & time erving for
imagination, we have exhibited 1ittle. In a time orying L‘or creativeness and
vision, there hns been a poverty of new ideas,

Indeod wo may say of ow foreign policy simce 1952: that which is new
is not sownd end that which is sound is not new, A% best this Administretion has
borrowed the argumonts and policles which were suoccessfully devised by ite
Demooratie prodecessors to meet carlier dengerse At worst, if we are %o b elieve
our Secretary of State, mhupnoﬂudtho“m'ofgo&ng,hthomorm
without telling us about it wmtil afterwerdss it has allowed ow essential foreien
eoononic essistance to bLecoms o politicsl footbell by miseasting its eppropristion
requests and justificntions before Comgress, and it has struck wnbecoming morelistie,
logalistic and militeristic postures, all of which have recently inflamed world
opinion apninat us,

Amorica is generous and msaniterien, but ome would never kmow it
listening %o the present Secretary of the Tressury or the l. Ce Ae Aduinistrator.
Americe has beer the symbol of sntiecolenielism, but one would never know it reading
e Tulles® Joint etatement with the Porbtuguese Foreign 'Mnister deseribding Gea
as & Portugvese Irovinue"”. America is peaceeloving but tedsy in the midst of the
Suves erisis, 1t is discomforting to remember that Gemersl Fisemhower tlhought a
pistol wes ene ppropriate gift for the Egyptian ehiefeofegtate, and had lre Dulles
present it personally in Cairo only two years agoe



-l

Duping this Republicsn administration incidents like these have come
to symbolize the distorted immge we are presaxting to the worlde Under "
Demoerstie Administration we mmy hope %o recoup some of the growmd lest during
the past four years, and return to our own best traditions. It is our Declaration
of Independonce, the spirit of "We the People" of our own Constitution which is
on mareh in much of the world today, Ye must re-identify ourselves with our own

ditiom, This is why Jefferson said tiat ouwr revolution was fought for all
menkind, This is vlet Lincoln mesnt when he oalled ouwr experiment in democracy
e last best hope on earth, This is whet Wilson meant whem he g aid that America
brought into the ‘mrm %o wify mankind, This is what Franklin Zoosovelt
ded whem he anmownced the poals of freedon of 8 peech, freedom of relipion,
@Mmmmmmmmmm in the world,

i
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These are the primeiples which heve enriched imerica and which have
lately been neglected end forgotten, This is the vision without whick the people
perishe Ve must redisecover and apply 1t e8 we go forwerd with Adlei Stevensom

e Yew jmerice devotedly working toward genuine peace and resl prosperity.
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GOP VICTORY WOULD BE 'GREEN LIGHT' FOR ATTACK ON CO-OPS: FW”PHRUY

If President Eisenhower is returned to the White House, farmers'!
co-operatives will be threatened with destructive tax policies, Senator Hubert
H. Humphrey warned last night in an address to a DFL rally at Climax, 'innesota-

Miinnesota's farmers, already at a severe economic disadvantage
in trying to absorb high operating costs in the face of declining farm prices,
will find there is still worse to come," Senator Humphrey declared.

"Our farmers are seeking to help themselves the best they can through
their local and regional marketing and supply cooperatives."

"But big business interests are readying = new attack on the federal
income tax status of the co-ops, and make no secret about plans to unleash it as
soon as the new Congress opens if the Republicans retain the helm of our
government."

"They know they have a sympathetic ear with Secretary of the Treasury
Humphrey -- certainly no relation to this Humphrey -- and they are all set to
drive co-ops to the wall es soon as they get the chance."

"The battle plans have been prepared by the National Tax Equality
Association and the business groups which support it; all they are waiting for
is to be sure they are backed up by an Administration that cares more about big
business than it does about farmers,"

"They know they will have that kind of an Administration if TIke is
re-elected -- and they will regerd it as a green light to ultimately destory
the effectiveness of all co-operatives in serving their patroms and the entire
economys"

Senator Humphrey declared "every Democratic candidate is pledged to
prote¢t farmer co-operatives against such attacks, and to seek to preserve for

our producers ther ight to help themsclves by this legitimate extension of the
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free enterprise system."
"Secretary of igriculture Benson", Senator Humphrey warned, "was

already helping lay the groundwork of undermining co-operatives by lebeling them
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socialistic,"

"It is all part of the blueprint for once egain returning our farm
economy to the full mercy of the speculators under the guise of restoring tfree
markets ', a blueprint that includes pulling the rug out from under effective price
supports, gettinz rid of our publicly-owned grain storage facilities that eneble
the farmer to avoid being forced to sell all of his commodities during depressed
prices at harvest time, and invoking discriminatory tax policies against
co-operatives to eliminate such farmer-owned competition in the marketing of
commodities and the distribution of farmers! supplies," Senator Humphrey declared.

"If they succeed, they will set back our farm economy two decades --
and perhaps change forever tng pettern of family farming as we know it and as we \\
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want to preserve it today \\rgg\:“‘\ \&(\XQ)EEL}
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