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A D D R E S S 

BY THE HONORABLE HUBERT H.~HREY,UNITED STATES SENATOR 
DELIVERED AT THE 41ST MEETING OF THE PLENARY ASSEM~Y 
OF CAPTIVE EUROPEAN NATIONS,HELD ON NOVEMBER 30,1956 

AT CiillNEGIE ENDO~~~NT INTERNATIONAL CENTER 
UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NEW YORK CIT+. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President.You have 
been most kind to introduce me here today to our friends 
and your distinguishe~ colleagues. 

You asked whether I would be good enough to 
address this Assembly. I only hope I am worthy of ad­
dressing this Assembly, this Assembly of patriots and 
freedom-loving people, an Assemb o re~resentatives 
whom I would prefer to see over in the United Nation~s-.--

I want to make my position crystal clear, 
that as long as I live and breathe, I will never be 
happy and never feel that the conscien~e of America is 

\

clean until men of o cal i ber and your dedication and 
your sp~r~ t represent the nine nat· OJ so _,Ul~i-

antly represented here, in the United lJations. This i s 
what needs to be done and this must be our objective. 

~ I have been verY. ca eful in mx comments re-
~ ( ' lating to nations behind the Iron Curtain, ecause I 

have felt that I have a very sober responsibility, to 
serve as a representative either in the United States 
Senate or in the United Nations. Therefore I have not 
been given to emotional comments or irres onsible state­
ments. 

I am going to be ver frank 
there is too much irresponsibility in 
without the intention to follo w ....;t;.;;hr~o·u~~-;_;;-=...;;.; ._.....,..-~..;;;~ 
and commitments which so~e peo~e tlio 
wli~ch I thought were made. 
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I am convinced in my own heart that 
felt that the policies of liberation would be 
and some people were led to believe that they 
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I heard some people say: ~hat good would that do? 

I will tell you what good it does. Even dictators 
are subject to some public opinion. They have mobilized the 
power of millions and millions of people through the world, 
but regretably, we wait until there is a crisis in Hungary or 
in Poznan before we realize fully our responsibilities and 
take them as seriously as we ought to. We act on the basis of 
crises rather than on a basis of continuous conviction. 

vfuat this Senator is saying is, and I repeat, there 
ought not to be a day that goes by when someone in the United 
Nations General Assembly or in one of its committees, brings 
up the subject by rising to his feet and demanding that the 
Soviet Union abide by the principles of the charter. I will 
tell you, if you persevere long enough, one of two. things 
will happen. 

Either the Soviets will finally, under the pressure 
of political attrition, relax the controls, or else, world· 
opinion will so severely and overwhelmingly bring economic, 
social and political pressure upon the Soviets, that it will 
have telling effect in weakening that empire. 

Let me make my position clear. I am not one of 
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t~ose ~ho beli~ve that Co~~ism is something that you can 
l1~e w1th happlly. If we are going to have any kind of co­
exlstence, I want a very competitive type o£ ~o-existence. 
You hear a lot of talk abo~t peaceful co-existence. It is 
very hard to have peaceful to-existence with people who do 
not understand the meaning of the word n:peace", except to use 
it as a propaganda term. 

What do I mean by a competitive co-existence? 

Let me make myself very clear. As an American 
citizen I do not mean to be boisterous, but as an American I 
am tired of my country acting as if it were weak and could not 
stand up against any combination of forces. This America which 
you are :privileged to be associated with , is not just a nation. 
It is a spirit and a set of principles and a set of ideals which 
you embrace even if you are not an American citizen. 

There are , you lrnow, some 1niversal principles in 
this world and they have their very founda tion in our American 
Government and society which makes this a singular place from 
other parts of the world. 

So I say very frankly , that America ought to realize~ 
number one, its responsibilities, and number two, its strength. 
By realizing both, you will be surprised the sobering effect 
it will have on those who are impetuous or those who are tru­
culent or those who would like to ~ominate this world by brute 
force . 

I have come to the conclusion a long time ago that 
the only way you can deal with the Soviet Union is to deal 
from strength. 

I want to say that I thinlc our President, and this 
is not a matter of party or partisanship, made a mistake at 
the Geneva Conference when he stated that at Geneva the Soviet 
representatives desired peace as much as we , because they did 
not . 

Be that as it may, we should seek the path to peace. 
I am one of those who believes in seeking the path of peace 
by negotiation, but I do not believe in seeking it at the price 
of weakness or retreat. Everytime we have had any success 
whatsoever with these Communist forces, we were ready to take 
the necessary risks of succesful foreign policy. There were 
those who said that the Berlin airlift could never be done, 
but it was done. By perseverance, by pursuing it to the end, 
we found the Soviet delegates saying in the corridor of the 
United Nations that they had had enough, asking that it be 
called off. 

There were those who thought we would not resist 
aggression in Korea, but we did, ~~d while there were bitter 
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political arguments as to how far we should have gone, the 
~act is that the Soviets and their stooges did not get by with 
this aggression. Let, therefore, those who said that Western 
Germany would never come into NATO, that the Soviet Union 
would never permit that to happen, understand that we persever­
ed. We have West Germany as ~ art of NATO and West Germany is 
still a free country. We did not listen to the threats and we 
persevered . 

The Soviet Union reminds me of a predatory power 
that looks for any place of vacant real estate or any area of 
the world to which somebody does not have a claim or an esta­
blished title. vTherever they find that situation, they try 
to pry loose the leaseholder and try to take over after suf­
ficient trouble. Let me be specific: wherever there exists a 
power vacuum in the world, Communism rushes in. I don 't believe 
in leavin an power v c s none whatsoever . 1n 
coun ry today has to take up its res 1onsibilities everywhere 
in the world . The world looks for leadership, which means 
leudership with humility and leadership, may · I say, with a 
sense of kindliness and compassion, but also , in the great 
worlds of Abraham Lincoln, with firmness in the right as God 
gives us to see the right . 

Soce people like to stop with the first proposal . 
Lincoln did not stop there. He said: "Yli th malice toward none , 
with charity for all, but with firmness in the right as God 
gives us to see the right. 11 

You have a lot of people who want malice for none, 
and a lot who are filled with charity for all, and that is good 
The test of manhood, the test of character and lea dership and 
responsibility is to have firmness in the right as God gives 
us to see the right. 

G~ntlemen, let me say this. 

My country finds itself today in a lega l snafu . 
That, as you know, is colloquial laq8uage for a mess. It is 
an American-created snafu, concerning refugees ~nd our immi­
g-ration laws. This great country today has been o.ble to accept 
fewer t>an 1.000 refugees. VIe will accept nore. I fought 
against the refugee laws as they were written and against the 
immigration lm7s as they were written, because I think this 
land should be sufficiently flexible and broa d anQ all en­
compass ing so that we can effectively take in the victims of 
the cold war, so that we can open our gates to t housands who 
seek freedom, to those who have resisted tyranny, and offer 
them a haven, a place to live in liberty with dignity. 

pledge 
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a new immigration law so that never again will our country 

be cought as it is today, in the present situation. 

I want you all to know that I protested, a short 

time ago, when I learned of a move afoot whereby a brokerage 

firm in this country, as a ~atter of fact, in this City, 

was attempting to buy agricultural surplus goods from Govern­

ment storage to be sent to Hungary, as coming from the Hungarian 

Government, if you can call that a Government. 

In any case, those who are now in charge in Hun­

gary, were attempting to buy food through our Government. The 

minute I heard of it, I got in touch with the head of the 

Corrrruodity Credit Corporation and I told them the could ex­

pect plenty of trouble from Humphrey if one parcel were S1ip~­

e to e Hungarian GoveTnment which they could use as a poll­

tical tool to break the general strike. Don't misunderstand 

me, we will give all the food that is needed to be given, we 

will collect all we can for the needy through the proper 

channels such as Care, the Red Cross and other accredited re­

lief organizations. We will give them all that they need and 

will make it available to them, but not one ounce, not one 

kernel of cereal grain for their Government. 

I would not see them get any food, not one grain, 

as I said, which they can use as a tool to kill their own 
people. 

I am happy to report to you, with a little resist­

ance on the part of some of us, tha t deal was squashed in a 

hurry. But we ought not have any doubt about these things. 

Furthermore, I recommended, two weeks ago, to my friends of 

organized labor in rJinneapolis, tha t every member of organized 

labor go on record and announce throughout the world through 

our great American labor leaders like George Meany and Walther 

Reuther, that no one ound of goods scheduled to be ship ed 

to the satellite co~~~es or the Soviet nion wil be moY.ea 

until the Soviets get their troo s ou of Hungar and ermit 
eo le t · . • -

. . I told my friends of organized labor to hold a 

natlonvnde foreign policy conference to find out what is 

wrong with our policy and to put the spirit of people behind 

a f i:m policy. I think the spirit of the people is not soft. 

I thln~ ~he.spirit of the people has arisen to the situation. 

~he s rnr~ t ls that t l' ey do want to help, but, they just lack 

lnstru ctlons and do not quite know v1hat to do or how to go 

about it. It i s the duty of a Government to give leadership 

~nd sen~e and direction. I am happy to note that our friends 

l n Amerlcan l e,bor t oday and the people of the captive nations 

s~ and ~lmos~ man to man together. I talked to thousands last 

~l ght.ln C~lcago and I t a lked to them as I talk to you, because 

.L belleve vhe.t we are fight i ng for a co r:u:non cause. J hope not 
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a single business fi will do p doll ar's work of 
o e satellite countr1es, or }re~~o~v~l~e~v~T.n~l?· ~o~n-,-

e ay w en these countries, not just Hungary, out the 
ll~==;tt,::t;;~_m;;~~~;i:a aria oJ.an an ;'he 
Baltic States will be free, when the deportations here will 
have ceased, and v1hen those who have been deported, have been 
returned to their homes. As you know these deportati.ons that 
we have heard about, are not just going on in Hungary, but 
elsewhere behind the Iron Curtain. 

The Soviet Union is cracking down again in the one 
way it knows best, brutality. 

I ·want the Soviets to know that I wish to goodness 
that they would start to live in peace with us, so that we 
could live in peace with them and there would be peace in the 
world . If they want to live in this world , they had better 
start acting like human beings, like people who believe in 
decency and law and order. I want to say to our fellow Ameri­
cans that it is about time that they too realized the kind of 
world we live in, that we need military strength, economic 
strength, poli.tical strength and spir~ tual strength. Recently 
there has been discus s ion in our Government whether or not we 
should send oil to Europe . When I heard that, I went dov.'!l to 
see some people at the State Department. I talked to the people 
in charge a.n.d I s aj.d, I want you to k :;:w w that this Senator 
believes that oil should have been sent yesterday and should 
be on the way to Western Europe. We cannot afford to punish 
our friends in Western Europe. The objective of the Sovie t 
Union is to split us; that has been the objective of Soviet 
foreign policy, to destroy NATO and to split us from our c 

friends . Why, anyone who read the proceedings of the 19th Percy­
Congress at Moscow in September and October of 1952 lcnows that 
the line was laid down then and there to destroy NATO, to split 
the United States from Great Britain, France and its allies, 
and here we are letting them get · away with it. It is all right 
for my country, and I support it, to chastice our friends 
YJhenever they are wrong , because we cannot ha ve two standards 
of morality. If they are wrong in Egypt, they did not act 
without provocation. What happened in the Middle East did not 
happen without provocation . I stand not as a Jud.ge, but I can 
understand as a historian. Nevertheless we do not believe in 
the use of i'orce to settle international disputes . So our 
country's Government, through our President, took a fair stand . 
I support that, but th3.t does not mean tha t I am going to con­
tinue to punish through severe econonic measures the people of 
our allies when t hey arc the only possible chance of collective 
security we have in Western Europe . 

So, I said personally to ou.r Government and its of­
ficials: see to it that we have sufficient oil on the way to 
\·{e stern Europe . There should never be a doubt in our minds , 
or in the minds of our friends j_n Western Europe, that there 
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will be plenty of fuel oil and crude oil and petroleum for 
them. We do not want any unempLyment through the failure of 
the American people. We don(t want any trouble. We want a 
strong economic bas.is •. It is about time we taught some peop~e 
a lesson. · Y· .. ~nyone who th1nkfl 
he can divide- us, anyon.e who thinks he can separate us from 
our friends will have to learn that we can neither be separated 
1.or di vid&d, not a single one of us. 

This Vi'este rn hemi sphere which s tands for unity 
and s olidarity has the oil and has the resources, and we have 
the tankers. We have enough to carry on. We have over 600 
of them unused and there ought to be a constant chain like the 
one w e forged during the war going baclc and forth from port to 
port with petroleum and crude oil and fuel oil necessary so 
the. t nobody can have any doubt that these NATO members support 
ea ch other economically, politically and militarily. 

Furthermore, this will encourage the faith and hope 
of the people behind the Iron Curta in when they see our resist­
an ce and determination. 

same way. 

I n concluding my remarks, I would like to say that 
a grea t se r vice, I think, has been performed in spite of the 
tra gedy, a great service has been performed. Freedom was never 
free. Fre edom never came without tragedy and sacrifice. This 
country was not built on clever men manipulating on the New 
York Stock Market. This country did not come about because 
someone had a hope or a wish. It came about because our fa­
thers at Lexington and Concord and a t Bunker Hill and Sara­
toga fought for liberty and died and gave their lives for the 
caus e of liberty, and it came about because brother fought 
brother and f a ther fought son even a s in the war between the 
St ~tes. It has never been e asy, a bid for freedom at any 

7pr 1ce ha s always me ant a fight for freedom, for :freedom and 
liberty which has usu ally re ~uired the blood of martyrs. It 

( 
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is regretable, but it is true, and I think we ought to recogn­
ize that today we live because of the blood that was shed by 
freedom loving people in our countries that have een struggl­
ing for the greatest gift, freedom and the emancipation o~ 
mankind, greater than anything that has yet been done. 

Do you know why the millions of Russian troops 
won't move militarily? Because she knows that in her very 
belly there is a dagger of pent-up hate and bitterness in 
Eastern Europe . She knows that. 

She knows even in her own country there are mill~ons 
who wait for the day of liberation. Forget not, my dear fr1ems, 
that t he first captives of Communism were the Russian people . 
Do not ever forget that. All Russians are not Communists , not 
by a long shot. The first people who had been enslaved by 
Communism and the Communist conspiracy and tyranny were the 
Russian people, a nd my heart goes out to the Russian people 
just as it goes out for the people anywhere eilise who are op~ 
pressed . The Soviet Union's leaders in the Kre~in know th1s 
as well as you and I. They may be brutes, but they are not 
without knowledge of what transpires in the world. 

So I submit to you that the liberty loving people 
of Hungary and Poland and every country - for I won 't suggest 
just one or two countries, when in every country people have 
died and laid down their lives for freedom - these people have 
done more to weaken the Soviet menace and renew the desire for 
liberty in those who yet remain, than all the alliances put 
together. 

I say as an American , if we know that we all stand 
together, all the freedom-loving people everywhere, and pursue 
the course of freedom in our objectives with clearness and 
strength, we will win. For ten years or more the Communists 
in Eastern Europe worked on the students to make Communists 
out of them. In Poland and in Hungary they have received their 
answer in the form of a revolution. By the way , I will suggest 
to the delegation of our country at the United Nations that 
we adopt their demands - of religious freedom, asking and de­
manding the release of those men of the Clergy who have been 
imprisoned, the deported who have right of religious freedom, 
irrespective of the country under domination today. These 
things need to be "done. 

Well, I wish I had better answers for you, believe 
me I do. I have been heartsick as you are, because I happen 
to believe where any of my fellow human beings are stricken, 
wherever a human being lives under tyranny, so am I stricken 
and so do I live under tyranny. vVherever there is a victim of 
this type of brutality and dictatorship, so am I involved, 
perhaps a little more because of this close kinship and spiri­
tual relat ionship tha t exists between freedom loving people 
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the world over. 'ivhere anyone is denied a full measure of 
liberty as God has given it to us, and the right to live our 
lives as God has given us that right to live, in liberty, so 
am I denied it and so are you and everyone of us. This binds 
us together more than any political consideration. It is the 
greatest force of unity, this urge for liberty for like souls 
and like spirits and of like objectives. I think our objec­
tives are very similar and very simple: individual freedom 
and national independence and the right to stand on our own 
feet, to work out our own destinies; this is all we seek. 

I suggest that you continue toward your goal, con­
tinue to work on your objective and I will try to continue 
mine. I am not an expert in these matters, I lay no claim to 
that , but my heart is strong and my will is determined never 
to relax or relent until the day comes when again I can see a 
free Czechoslovakia, a free Bulgaria, a free Albania, a free 
Romania, a free Latvia, a free Estonia, a free Lithuania, a 
free Poland and free countries everywhere in the world. 
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