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MR. BANCROFT: Well~ the united sta·tes senate is notf 

going into its fourth week on the Civil Rights Bill and so 

far the consensus is the southern opposition has been winning 

most of the points. T.he bill has been stripped dot1n now 

primarily to a measure to protect voting ~igbts~ and the big 

immediate question is whethex- this is go:1.ng to be done tl1ith 

or without Jury trials. 

SUpporting a stronger bill has been a rathe~ uneasy 

political axis, with Northern Democrats like you, sonator 

Humphrey, on one end, and your usual Republican enem:lea, 

like Senator Knowland, on the other, and everybody is 

wondering how well this axis is going to stay together. 

So with that background~ le·t • s have the f':h:at question 

now from Mr. Madigan. 

MR. l>!ADIGAN: senator, \\That do you believe al"e the odds 

on the bill passing without the jury amendraent being put into 

it? 

SE:NATOR HUl4PHREY: Well, I think the bill t>Till pacs, 

Mr-. Madigan, Without a:ny extraneous material, and the course 

of t he Jury trial amendment is strictly ext;i:lancou.s and has 

no particular place in this bill whatsoeve~.. I am confident 

that this measure will be adopted. 

It is a reasonable bill, it is a moderate bill~ it is a 

fair bill, it is long overdue, and it seeks merely to protect 

the constitutional right of the right to voteo I can•t 



3 

imagine anybody being really opposed to it, as a matter or 

facto ReallyJ I wonder what all the fuss and fury is all 

abouto 

MRo NnTEN: Senator:; if the jury trial amendment is 

defeated, then aren•t you going to face a Southern filibuste~? 

SENA'l'OR HUMPHREY: WellJ tfe faced fil:i.buatera before, 

and sometimes a little adversi·ty in life makes ·che p:t~ize all 

the more dearJ once you obtain it. 

If our southern friends wish to exercise their lttngs in 

a filibuster, whyJ we will just exercise our patience in 

behalf or the rights or people. 

MR. EVANS: senator:; you say fuss and f11l:t:Y. I assume 

you are referring to the jUI"y trial runenclment the~e, too. 

How do you explain the split in the Democratic liberals, 

senator 0' Mahoney and Senator Churchs t-sho say this j'J.rY trial 

amendment is essential to constitutional &~arantees, opposed 

to yourself and Senator Douglas, for instance, 'tlho say it has 

no place in the bill. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: \~Jell., rr,r .. Evans, one of the :~?eascm.s 

that a person is a liberal is because he exercises independence 

or judgment. one ot the most difficult assignments that 

~ ne could possibly have is to hold liberals together 

around any one central issue over any extended period of ttme. 

We always respect the right of any individual senator to have 

his own point of view. 
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I say most ~especttully that those who are sponsoring 

the so-called O'Mahoney-Kefauver amendment are sponsoring an 

amendment which is not required in this bill, which is not 
' 

necessar.y, which, by the way, is an amendment that affects 

some 36 statutes, and which ought to go to a committee ot 

Congress for very careful examinationo 

MR. EVANS: Well, sir, d.o you z)eally feel that a jury 

trial amendment would emasculate the b111? You don't thiiL~ 

there would be any progress in this a.~ea of vot;:tng J?ights if 

you had a j~ trial amendment? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I have never said that, l~ .. Ev1ans .. 

MR. :EVANS: Do you feel that? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No, I have never said that.. I am 

sure any bill that we pass t~ll be some L~~ovement.. However, 

why load down a measure which is reaso:n..~ble, ~mich is fair, 

which is \dthin the tradition of A."nerican constitutional lal'r, 

with extraneous baggage? And I make this statement: that in 

so-called contempt proceedings~ either civil or criminal, 

there has been a history of no jury ·t;rial o 'lhere has nevez• 

been a jury trial in a civil conter~t proeeedillg in a federal 

court, and there never was a jury trial in a criminal contempt 

p~ceeding in a federal court, until the Clayton Act, of 1914, 

and in that Act the united states Government, as a plaintiff 

or one of the litigants in any criminal contempt proceeding 

was specifically exempt from any jury trialo 
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Now, may I just add most respectfully to my dear friends 

from the south that these men are competent lawyers and they 

have been blowing up a smoke screen here, setting up straw 

men, trying to contuse and diffuse, and in the process have 

not helped the law at all. 

MR. MADIGAN: Senator, l!ihat is going on behind the scenes 

in the cloakroom as to the t:Lvae and strategy as to i'J'hen a vote 

Will be taken on ·this jury trial as"''lendment? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: t'lell, I had e.h."J)ected that uc might 

vote, Mr. Madigan, on the jucy trial amendment someuhe:o:e 

around TUesday or Wednesday. Now it may go a little bit 

longer than that. 

I will say that it' it does go any longer, it uiJ.l si1nply 

be a sign or tJJeakness on the part of those t·iho we advocating 

the so-called Jury trial ametldment. They thought they had 

the votes to pass it this week end, but they haven'tJ a11d 

the reason they haven't is that when those l'Iho are 1.,eaJ.ly 

thinking about this get down to put the pieces together and 

take a look at the law of the land~ the constitutional 

history ot this Republic, the past Boo years of common lat'! 1 

and law in equity, you Will find out that. a JUI7 trial in a 

federal court under a criminal or civil contempt proceeding 

is just not the tradition or the historical practice of this 

Republic. 

MR. MADIGAN: Do you believe there are deliberate 
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delaying tactics being used now to postpone a vote on this 

amendment? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: <h, yes, I definitely do. 

MRo MADIGAN: on whom do you place the responsibility? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Right on my good sou·thern friends. 

MR., MADIGAN: Do you place it on the leadership of the 

Democratic Party? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, I gathered that the leadership 

of the Party was for a jury trial amendmento I am not quite 

sure what kind. 

May I just say most kindly and reapectfu:.ly and chru:~:t tably ~ 

there are more jury trial amendments than there we woodchucks 

in Rock Creek P-ark, and ever.y conceivable kind of bleed. 

Ever,ybody that you meet in the Congress has got some kind o~ 

a jury trial amendment. 

~s has become sort of a national pasttme fo~ a while, 

but once we are through this season and once the fever has 

lifted, I think we will get back to what is the law of the 

land, namely, the constitutional right for a 1nan to vote. 

I ask the listeners on this program, does anyone really 

believe that you have the right to deny another person the 

right to vote? 

MR. EVANS: Do you think, Senator, if the Southerners 

and the Northern moderates feel they haven't got the votes 

to put in a j~ trial a~endment~ that the Southerners might 
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filibuster the bill at that point and refuse to permit that 

issue to come to a vote? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I doubt it. vlhen you sa;y the Northern 

moderates, I consider myself a moderate. I eonside~ this bill 

a very moderate bill. I conside~ it exceedingly moderate to 

me for the right to vote. I consider it almost old~ .. fashioned.; 

almost conservative, to be for the protection of the integrity 

of the federal courts system, and I repeat that there is no 

lawyer that can show me either on o~ ott the court that a 

federal court is not permitted to protect the int0grity of a 

court order without a juey trial. 'ihat is all. thezte is ·t;o ite 

MRo EVANS: on the point of stFategy Otl this, SenatoP.., 

I understood your point on this, but if the Southerners feel 

they cannot adopt a jury trial amendment, do you th:i.nk they 

will perm! t the bill to come to a. final vote for this amend­

ment? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I think they 'tf1111e ! think they tiill 

do ito 

MRo EVANS: You don•t anticipate a filibuster? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Ch, yes, I think there will be a 

filibuster of a type. 

MR. EVANS: What kind of a type? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: An extended one.. one that is not a 

do or die oneo One that is a do one, but not quite dieo 
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s. o•c MR. NIVEN: If you Democrats and Republicans lose the 

initiative on this thing, isn't it true Senator Russell has 

carried the ball from the moment it got to the Floor? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I don't think we have lost the 

initiative at all.. If you mean Senator Russell is putting up 

a last ditch fight to protect a period of American history 

which is on its way out, then I say, yes, he has had the 

initiative .. 

This is something like the glorious words of Winston 

Churchill, who said he was not going to be the King 1 s first 

Minister to preside over the liquidation of the British 

Empire.. It is a noble phraseology, but the Empire is being 

liquidated, and I say most respectfully to ray Southez~n 

colleagues, they are really fighting in the Twentieth c ~ntm.~y 

for the Nineteenth Century. 

MR .. NIVEN: They have had the initiativeo 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: They have had the initiative . 

MR. NIVEN: The Humphrey-Knowland axis has been most of 

the time 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: --in the sense they have been attacking 

a bill.. They have been carrying on.. We want to voteo we are 

not trying to hold back the voteo The initiative is in the 

sense they have been doing most of the speaking, if that is 

what you mean .. 

You mean, if they have been carrying on most of' the 
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argument seting up the straw m~n, knocking them down, but I 

submit that when the vote is taken on the right to vote feature 

of this bill, they may have had the initiative but we will 

have the votes. 

MR. MADIGAN: Senator, I 'ttas interested in your self­

characterization as a moderate. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes .. 

MR .. MADIGAN: I recall you in 1948, on the Convention, 

being anything but moderate. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: very moderate. 

MR .. MADIGAN: And from that point j I l'·TOUld 11l<:e to ask 

you: Why is it we now have to wait until the Republicans are 

in the White House before we have a bill proposed on civil 

rights that, for the first time in scores of years, has a 

chance or passingo I mean, haven't you been rather quiet on 

this issue in recent years? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Mrc Madigan, if I have, I must say 

some or us needing hearing aids. 

First of all, I would like to go back to what you call 

being a moderate. 

If it is being a moderate to be for equal protection of 

the laws for people, then I stand guiltyo If it is being a 

radical to be for the right to vote for people who are of 

eligible voting age, then I plead guiltyo If it is being 

radical to say that American citizens who are called upon to 
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ao 3 defend their country should likewise have the rights of full 

citizenship, then I stand guilty of being a radical, but I 

think all of this is very moderate, and I think the immoderates 

and the radicals are those who would deny people their 

constitutional rights. Those are the people that are tearing 

down what I consider to be the basic constitutional principles~ 

Now, coming up to who had the civil rights, I have 

always said that there was plenty of room in the field of 

civil rights for bipartisan cooperation, just as there is in 

foreign policya I deeply regret that some of my Democratic 

colleagues do not see eye to eye with me on civil rights, but 

I will say this for them: they have never been hypercritical 

about ito They have been open, honest, about their different 

points of view. And I regret to say that for years our 

Republican friends just wouldn't join with us o They had a 

coalition with the Southern Democrats, and finally they saw 

the error of their wa7s. They have turnedo They have 

changed, and we are working with them in good faith. 

MR. MADIGAN: Bearing that in mind, Senator, whieh Party 

do you think will benefit more in the congressional elections 

and in the 1960 Presidential race? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I don't quit~ know~ It depends on 

what part of the country you are in~ I know who will really 

benefit from this legislation~ I think the people, the g~eat 

people, will benefit, the Negroes in the South, the Mexican-
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ao 4 Americans in the Southwest, the disenfranchised in some or our 

large cities, because this is not a bill directed towards one 

section of the eountryo It is directed towards every section 

ot America. 

MRo MADIGAN: You don't think polities is playing a part, 

then, in this debate? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Oh, or course~ 

Look, we are all in politics. I like to be very candid 

with youe And may I say that whenever you can mix good 

polities and sound moral principles and political justiee, 

then you have got a fine combination. There is nothing 't.rrong 

tri th that compound, if somebody gets a feti more votes because 

he had the courage and willingness to get out and fight for 
' 

this Civil Rights program. I am all for it. 

MR. EVANS: You said, in effect, the Republicans are 

hypercritical; in effect, that is what you saido 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I said the Southerners have not been 

hypercritical. I said our Southern friends tor years had a 

coalition with the Southern Democrats$ 

MR .. EVANS: Let's put it this way, Senator: What is it 

that has changed the climate in the Senate to permit this 

bill to have advanced this far? Is it President Eisenhower, 

is it the Republicans, is it the new moderation in the South? 

What is it, in your opinion, and why didn't you bring this 

about under twenty years of Democratic Administration? 
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I think there is a good reason for 

that, Mr. Evans, because sometimes it takes time to develop a 

climate of opinion in which legislation can ultimately be 

processed. 

we didn't get the Income Tax Amendment overnight. We 

didn't get Social Security proposals overnight . we didn't 

develop a Rural Electrification program overnighto 

It takes time to set the scene to develop a climate of 

opinion, and one or the most encouraging things to me is that 

when I became a Senator here in Washington back in 1949, I ean 

remember here that in the Nation's Capital that our colored 

people couldn't go to the theatres. I remember some of the 

grave social problems we had here in this community which are 

now, may I say, much better, 

And all over America there has been improvement, and what 

you are seeing in the Senate today, as a representative body, 

is a reflection of the improved community attitudes on the 

field in the area of human relations. 

MR. EVANS: But ~ou agree, Senator, whether this is a 

tact or not, that the Republicans are bound to inherit a great 

political gain? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I think that is possibly true, ~~~ 

Evans; yes, sir~ 

I want to say to Mr. Evans I think that is true, and if 

that is true, I am willing to pay tha·t price as a Demoerat J} 
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because I say to you that it is nothing short of a national 

shame that our country hasn't long ago taken action to protect 

and to guarantee the right to vote or American citizen from 

any form or coercion, intimidation, or any form of inter­

rerenceQ That is one thing that every American is entitled toQ 

You have no right to ask a man to bear arms for his country 

when he is at age 21 and then send him on home and deny him 

the right to vote~ 

MR~ NIVEN: Senator, last week you had your first roll 

call in an effort to water down the bill, the Aiken-Anderson 

Amendment, which went througr .• The Demoerats voted about 

3 to 1 to water down the Civil Rights Bill~ The Republicans 

voted 2 to 1 against watering it down. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes. 

MR., NIVEN: Isn't this going to send thousand6 of 

eolored voters into the Republiean Party? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No~ I don't think so, because colored 

voters are just like other voters; they evaluate the total 

political picture and they will look around and see who voted 

for a housing program. They will look around and se~ how much 

is the rate of interest and who is responsible for the high 

interest rates~ They will look around~ if they are a Southern 

farmer and a Negro sharecropper, and say, "I tzonder 1r1ho brought 

those farm prices down." And if" they are one who l:f.ves out in 

the Southwest, or Far West, they will be interested in po~1er 
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and cheap electrical utility ratese 

Thank goodness tor our people in America. Really, they 

are not very parochial or provincial. They are pretty good 

universal citizens, and look at the total picture. 

There is no doubt but what some will be influenced, I 

grant that, but in the long runp may I say they will remember 

the accomplishments of Roosevelt and Truman and the accomplish­

ments of the Democrats in Congresso 

MR. BANCRAFT: Senator, one thing I would like to ask 

you about. This afternoon one of your Northern liberals, 

Senator Neuberger of Oregon, has proposed an amendment to the 

amendment to try to insure that Negroes serve on juries in 

the South. How do you feel about that suggestion? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I think that would be very desirable~ 

I also think we ought to abolish the poll tax~ 

MR. BANCROFT: That amendment, the Neuberger amendm~nt, 

would make the jury trial amendment more palatable, would it 

not, to you Northerners? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I am sure ~~. Neuberger would be very 

happy to propose that amendment as just a separate amendment 

to the bill. It isn't necessary, under parliamentary pro­

cedure, to have that at all tied to the jury trial runendmento 

You know, this lotord "jury trial", or this phrase, it 

sort of has a mystical quality and a magic qualityo l\!Ol'l, 

look, jury trials -- people are entitled ·co jUl''Y t:rials where 
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there are cr i minal prosecutions, according to the Sixth 

Amendment to the Constitutiono The~ are entitled to jury 

trials under the Seventh Amendment or the Constitution where 

there are eases in common law, that is, where there is a 

damage, damages over $20 involved, and I submit that under 

Article 3 of the Constitution and under 800 years of history, 

from the days way back or the Magna Charta on up to the 

present day and through every year or our constitutional 

history, jury trial in contempt proceedings in Federal Court 

is literally unknown. 

MR~ BANCROFT: Now, Senator Humphrey, there is one thing 

hereo You speak ot this as a right to vote bill) 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes. 

MR. BANCROFT: more or less in the past tense~ Now, 

your new coalition with the No:r>therners and the Republicans, 

you tried pretty hard to get some sort of a compromise to 

preserve part of Section 3.-~ 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Yes, sir. 

MR .. BANCROFT: or this bill.. Do we gather from \\~'hat 

you say that that has nmq been abandoned, and you will make no 

ettort now to make this any more than a right to vote bill? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: That was defeated~ 

MR. BANCROFT: I know it was. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I want to say there were those of us 

that believed that Part 3 of the bill t'las poor•l:y- d:N.mn., The:re 



ao 9 
16 

are those or us who believed it was not fully explained by 

the Administration~ I think there are some regrettable 

features about the way Part 3 was managed and handled when it 

was presented to the Congress~ 

Neverthless, what Part 3 tried to do was very modest@ 

It merely provided a means of the Government of the United 

States to help enforce what are now the Cou:t:>t decisions and 

the law of the land~ 

MR .. BANCROFT: I unders·tand all that .. 

What I am trying to find out is what you are going to do 

from here on.. Have you abandoned nO't'f everything in this bill 

except the --

SENATOR HUMPHREY: One wouldn't want i;o go quite that 

tarJ or saying you have abandoned any possibility of recouping 

some or that loss.. I would say, however~ speaking for myself, 

that I will be perfectly content with a Civil Righ·cs bill 

which preserves, Noo 1, the Special Commission on Civil 

Rights that will investigate and look into alleged abuses of 

civil rights; No~ 2, the appointment of an Assistant Attorney· 

General who will concentrate his attention upon protection of 

civil rights; and 6 NoQ 3, what I have always considered to be 

more important than all of this put together: the Federal 

protections of the right to vote, a right which is gual'•anteed 

by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitutiono 

MR .. EVANS: Nevertheless, Neuberger's amendment indicates 
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a direction towardscompromiseo 

Now, the jury trial amendment that has been offered was 

designed to attract organized labor --

SENATOR HUMPHREY: But 1 t isn't. 

MR. EVANS: It would amend Taft-Hartley and the Minimum 

Wage Act, as well as this bill. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Indeed, it would amend 36 Ac·ts, ~lr .. 

Evans, and strangely enough; a law that goes that far, it seems 

to me, ought to be s·tudied more than a weekend .. 

MR o EVANS: My question is: Do you rule out; any possible 

compromise on a jury trial amendment? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I am a realist, r~c Evans. I have no 

way or knowing how ever·y Senator is going to vote, bu·c I will 

say this: that if you are a wagering man, Ml"~ Evans, I l.<rould 

suggest that you put your limited wager -- and I trust it 

will only be limited -- upon the fact that Section 4 will be 

passed intact, that here you have had the thl.rd edit;ion of' the 

jury trial amendment, and I predict at least two more editions 

will come out before the final is finally folded up, and in 

the meantime the public is going to begin to v~derstand, and 

the Congress, that Section 4 is a well-designed section of 

this bill. 

Now, I want to say to our public, Section 4 is the right 

to vote section, which permits the Federal Government, through 

the Attorney General, to come in with addi·cional remedies, that 
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is, civil injunctions, if need be, to protect the right to vote~ 

MR. MADIGAN: Senator, you have spoken here about the 

benefits that will accrue once this is passed@ 

SENATOR HU'MPHREY: Yes .. 

MR. MADIGAN: And in line with that, I would like to 

ask your view on the long researeh that you have done on ito 

vle did a survey a couple of weeks ago at Ne11rsweek_, :i.n t-7hich we 

found in the eleven Southern :~tates tha·t there were approxi­

mately five to six million people over 21 years of age, 

Negroes, and that approximately one million or 200,000 more 

were estimated Negro voters$ 

Now, I would like to know to1hat facts \'le have as to 1r111a·t 

this bill will accomplish, ho\•T heavy a I>Jegro vote can "t·Ie 

expect, for instance, in 1958 and in 1960, in the eleven 

Southern states. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: That is hard to say, Mro Madigan, 

because what this bill does, it doesn't say that you must vote. 

It merely says that you will be permitted to register to vote, 

that no one will interfere with that registration, and when 

you go to the ballot box, that you will be permitted and 

protected in your right to exercise your privilege to vote~ 

MR. MADIGAN: I appreciate that. 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Therefore., I think that your change 

or voting pattern will be slowe I doubt that there will be 

any sudden switchover~ Actually, it will ta~e its time~ and 
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I reel that in a few years you will begin to feel the impact 

ot a wider use of the franchise, which 1'1111 mean, to ray \'<lay 

ot thinking, a greater liberalization of attitude on the 

political scene .. 

MR .. MADIGAN: Would you say if this bill passes~ dealing 

only with voting,and the progress is as slow as you forecast, 

that it would be improper to call it from no\'1 on, as t-ve did 

call it when it was first introduced, a ci7il rights bill, or 

do you still 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: It is a civil rights bill. lw!a;r I 

suggest to you that whether a person exercisas his civil right 

or not is his own personal privilege'" All this bill does is 

to a imply say that the Fede:r•al Government, the Government of 

the United States, which has th(~ first claim upon every citizen, 

will protect the Federal citizenship rights of every ne:i;ional 

in this country, regardless of race, color, creed, or national 

origin, when it comes to the right to vote. 

MR .. MADIGAN: Would you return in the next session and 

try to introduce the other matters of section 3 that Mr .. 

Bancroft spoke of, that failed this time? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Mr. Madigan, again I feel that this is 

a very serious business, and if we pass the Civil Rights 

Commission section or this bill, which I am sure we will, that 

is, Section 1, I will await the first report of the Civil Rights 

Commission to see what that Commission finds in its judgment 
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and wisdom to be desirable proposals. 

Not'l, I have always sponsored Civil Rights leg:lsla.tion, 

but I want to be fairo I have no desire to punish anybody or 

harass anybody. I seek reasonable progress in the field of 

human relations .. 
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relations .. It is going to be felt in the Democratic ·Ger-ri·bol<:.ies in th:::-

great no~thern cities. 

'58 and 160? 

the.t goes around feeling tha·t; this is going to be a grc.::t'c 

price for the Democratic P~ty~ 

Democratic Party? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: IJ: it is, the~1 t'1e Ollgi1.t to pay the 

price.. I want to say~ l~lhat this bill is really go:lng to ch., 

is give dignity to the individual citizen ·who has had his 

dignity denied and abused when people have deated him the 

right to vote, and I say, as a Democrat, if my par·cy he.n t';> 

sutter the loss of some votes in northe~n cities beaause ~ho 

majority of the Democrats did not vote for a right to vote 

bill or a Civil Rights billb then I a.'ft afraid \tre ~1ill j:.u:rc 

have to pay the priceo and I am a good Democrat,, 

MRo EVANS: Do you think a majority of the senate 

Democrats will oppose this bill? 

SENATOR HUr~PHREY: No~ I do not .. I ·tinink ths:t; t-Jhen i·t; 

is all over, that a majority will suppo~G ita 

MR.. BANCROF-T: Senator Humphrey" I lmm'l do~~ll ·t;hera in 
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o2 the senate these days you people don't talk about anything but 

Civil Rightso 

SENATOR ~tPHREY: Oh1 yes, ~re doo 

MR fl BANCROFT: There are a couple of ether matter•s we 

110uld like to get into, because in addition to your activity 

in this field, you are chairman ot a special committee on 

disarmament, and today the President has sent secret~wy DUlles 

over to London to take part in this disarmament conferenceo 

SENATOR HUMPfmEY: Yes., :sir. 

MRo BANCROFT: How do YO?l thint-c that :i.s coming out'? 

Are you satisfied with What is going on ove~ there in London? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: This is, of course, the most serious 

business of our generation, this whole subject or peace and 

aecurityo We call it disarmament, TN"'hen in fact '{tlhat we are 

talking about is a type or control and limitation of a1~ents 

which will come, I imagine, if it comes at all, in ver7 piece­

meal and limited stages. 

You ask me if I am satisfied. I can say to you that 

three or tour weeks ago I had a sense of cautious optimism. 

I hesitate to say this, but I feel one needs to be ve~ 

candid with his fellow citizens these days. I am anything 

but optimistic now. I feel that there has been a wo~sening 

of the general situation. 

MR. NIVEN: Senator, are you satisfied that our 

Adm:tnistl"~~ation is united in ·wanti.ng a disamament agre·ement? 
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o3 SENATOR HUMPHr-tEY: Yes, I think ·that ·the Administr.·ation 

wants it, but I th,.nk there are aon1e gt?a.ve conflicts t-ri·(jh.:ln 

the Administration as to how we should proceed~ 

IJ!Ro EVANS: wbo do you mear1 hy "the A<im:i.n.iot::·a;cionn? 

his Eltecuti ve Branch of the acver:ronent o 

f*lRG EVANS: You don't mea..?l the Atomic Energy Co:mmisr~io~1 

and the Defense Department? 

SENATOR HUMPIIREY: I think, Y~o E'llal'J..B, that ·t:hel~e e.l'e 

serious disagreements between the Chai:rman of the Ato1nic 

Energy Commission., Admiral Radford, secretar·y Dullea., ar1d 

ltfr. Stassen. 

MR. EVANS: Dt> you think these disagl?ements have hur·c 

Mr. 81-~assen ° s opport'"Unities to prog~ess a'G tile London Con:~:'c:rcnco? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: They surely have not helped him~ 

l~Ut. NIVEN: What is at fault at L-ondon? tolhy are the 

talks threatening to break down? Because of these disagree­

ments here in Washington, or because ot the Russian attitude? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No, I \'10Uld say the disagreements he:P8 

in Washington have not been to a point 1f.nere they have 

jeopardized the role of r.1r. Stassen to pre!"3en·t a f.iz>ra trnited 

states position. 

I am tully familiaz~ ~~th the position which ~~o Stassen 

has presented to our colleagues., that is., our f:tliendly nationn 

in London, and to the soviet union. And the sovie~, by the 
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o4 way, knew the Ame~1can position on disarmament, mind you, 

even before our friends in Great Britain, France, and Canadae 

we went out of our way~ in fact I think Mr. Stassen went 

really out or his way, to go to MrG zorin, the Soviet 

delegate, and present the American position. 

MRe BANCROFT: senator Jhtmphrey, you said you were 

hopetul, but recently you have almost lost your hopeG 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Have been less hopeful" 

MR~ BANCROFT: What i~ecently has happened to change 

your mind about it? 

SENA'rOR HUMPHREY: I have sensed that in the beginning 

of these negotiations, Mr. Bancroft, that the Soviet really 

negotiated conscientiously and sincerelyQ It so appeared, 

because they did not use the united Nations SUbcommittee on 

Disarmament rostrum as a means of propaganda. They seemed 

to be negotiating as you would expect negotiators to act. 

BUt recently, with BUlganin 1 s letter to Macmillan.., 

the Prime Minister ot Great Britain, and with many of the 

statements ot Mr. Zorin, I see them reverting back to type 8 

using the UnSo SUbcommittee on Disarmament as a podium and 

platror.m just to blast away at the West~ 

I would hope that we could regain s~ue ot the initiative 

that we earlier had, and it Mr ~ Dulles can do anything about 

that in London, he will receive ray praise, if it means 

anything to him., 
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rm. MADIGAN: Once the C:tvil Rights bill is out: of' the 

way and Congress is recessed1 do you ·think ue should l"evi ve 

the suggestion that some observers from the senate go ovcz~ ·;;o 

London and take pa~t in the sessions? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Tha·t only is so if it looks like 

anything ia going to develop ·i;;here .. 

I have one St1ggestion that I t'!ant to malce.. If' ·i;hese 

disarmament discussions bog dcn\vn., as I thi11k they t~r:i.J.l, mayi:Jo 

then when the united Nations Genez,al Aaseml>ly reconvenes th:t.a 

October or Novembez.~· ., that President Eisenhm·Jer ~ 'tf.ih.o s·till 

has a great rese!"Voir of good wlll in t;h.1.s world as a pea.ce­

ma.ker1 that President Eisenhot'fer appear before the Genex•al 

ASsembly of the united Nations and lay before that General 

Assembly, the representatives ot eighty nations~ la~ge and 

small, tfith all the sincerity at his eommtU'ld~ -- and he has 

it -- the entire American position upon disarmrunent$ 

P"ttior to that, to have that positlon \iOl,ked out t\tith 

our friends. 

MR. EVANS: Have you recommended that? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: And that he state it in the most 

simple and yet profound terms, because it is all-important 

that America appear before the wol'ld sincerely and honestly 

as truly seeking a just and an enduring peace, and being 

willing to pay the price. 

MR. EVANS: Is that being considered, Senato1')? Have 
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o6 you suggested that to the President? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I hav·e suggested it to the State 

Department representatives~ and I will some time formally 

suggest it to the President* 

one. 

MR., EVANS: What kind. of a reaction d:id you get? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: A f~iendly reaction, not a negative 

r.m. MADIGAN: Could I make a quick switeh to politics, 

Democratic-type preferably? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: That is a good note to kind or 

conclude on here~ 

MR. MADIGAN: How do you look tor the 1960 race to go? 

Do you think senator Jack Kennedy is in the lead now? 

SENATOR HU14PHREYs I think Sena.tox' Kennedy is way out 

and is doing very well., 

MR. MADIGAN: Do you think he will be the nominee? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: ~ goodness, I can hardly predict 

how we are going to come out in the Civil Rights bill. 

MR ~ MADIGAli: Would you be a candidate for the national 

ticket on either President or Vice President? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Mr. fll..a.digan.l' I am presently 

considering the possibility or running for re-election to 

the united states senate in 1960. 

MRo BANCROFT: Your term is up in 1960? 
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o7 MR. BANCROFT: Have you announced your candidacy? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No, I haveltl't yetQ lt!hen I do, I 

will do it· in Minnesota. 

1'4R. BANCROFT: I am atraid t~Je have about rtm out of t:::no. 

Senator HUraphrey # many thanks foX' com.ing he~e today t,o 

FACE frHE NATION. 

And thanks also to today 1 s panel of net1smen: 

•ro Rowla~d Evans, of the New York Herald Tribune; 

:Paul Niven., of' CBS Ne~1s; and 

John Madigan, of Nenstqeek. 

This is Griffing Ba.ncrof·t. 

We invite you to join us next week for another edition 

of FACE THE NATION. 

Qur program today Ol,iginated in \iashington., 

Produced by Ted AYers. 

Associated in production~ Be~l Denze~. 

Directed by Bill Linden. 
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