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'ince I 

noted with 1ntere t that the Secretary of S te clflimed that 

the pre nt proportion of care r osadors and minister ws 

b.igher t n t any time in the st. it initi 

t preseton that tbie state nt s not ecurate, I 

ske4 rrr:J ot'tt to cont ct t State rt nt to cb.ecl 1 ts 

19.52 stati tic to discover what t proportto of career 

U~ru;li~Wso4ors and tnisters was tbe • 

letter fran otttce 

to the partment of tate ue ting tbi information on 

y 10, 1957 

On 

for the y 

printed at thie point 1 

(Exhibit ) 

been of tb.e· tat1 tics 

1952 te calcul ti.onn 

so s to reflect the it tio s 1t existe on t fir t 

y o e ch quarter ot t t year. On none of tb se tea 

did tbe rcen:tase ot career Clltets or Uasion exceed 6?f, 

or t total nl.Ul2be"I' of Cb.:l.ef of' 1 sion pest • In t ct, 

m111'1M1 varied betwe n f. end 67f. '* 

I ael; unanimous consent tbat the M.l t xt of Hr. Henderson' 

letter be printed at this point in my remark· • 

(Inoert B) 
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and most 11 bl.! 1n the land. Unfortunately, what tbe President 
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1957, entitled "19 voy . ve 

printed at tnt · poi t 1 
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article I t mentioned · their contribution& 
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Committee in the deteriorating q1 



As is often/f!!$~~~on of the r~ew York Times 

bas summarized o~me~ in a succinct and ill 1'-df 
manner,~ the ~of August 6, 1957. He contri but ed 

an article entitled nThe Envoy and His Gifts''. I ask unanimous · 

consent that the text of his article be printed at this point 

in the Record. 

( I nsert G) 

Mr. Reston concludes his article by saying : 

(The Administration) "has differed f'rom the tradition 

of the past by denying that ca ign contributions are 

an important factor in chossing Ambassadors. 

;'If it bad not denied this last p: . tice, the Gluck 

appointment would have been merely an amusing one-day story 

about an honest man getting caught in an ancient political 

game. But because the Administration has pronounced such 

noble principles, and then departed from them whil 

proclaiming its innocence, the argument is prolonged to 

nobody ' s advantage." 

It is highttime, Mr. President, that this official hjpocracy 

came to an end, and the best way to end it would be not to make 

these appointments in the first place _._.~~ihe~ no apologies 

' 
or hypocrisy would be needed. 

We must stop treating our ambassadorial appointments as though 

they ~ere casual or relatively unimportant . The whole life of the 

nation may at some point depend on the calibre of our foreign 



service reporting.~(0):nllf!:~~Y he latest 
published German d lo c . s t appreciate the full 

·iocrities. 

volume of 

danger of staffing our embassies wi t h/w rt · · , 2 • . I direct 

the Senate ' s attention ~ to an excellent editorial from 

the London Daily Telegraph of August 1, entitled "Fai lure of 

Their Missions". I ask unanimou$ consent that t he text of that 

editorial be printed here at the conclusion of my remarks. 

(I nsert H) 

8/8/57 
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Radio Recording 
Hubert H. Humphrey 

August 151 1957 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow~nnesotans1 this is Senator 

Hubert H. Humphrey speaking to you from my office here in Washington, 

D.C. 

Not long ago 1 the papers were full of stories about a young 

Minnesota student -- Richard Medalie -- from st. Louis Park, Minnesota, 

and Chisholm. You remember how he was reported as taking on all 

comers in the middle of Red Square in Moscow -- debating with 

hundreds of Russian students about American and Russian life 1 foreign 

policy, economics -- all in Russian. He made quite an impact in 

Moscow, and his story illustrates a point I have been stressing for 

a long time -- that we ought to be taking positive steps to bring 

our bright young Americans into direct contact with the young people 

behind the Iron Curtain. 
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~aliiisae 8:1 i'mallth&:l!: •*nilaMa sa~ tabu bhe !nte!l:leebtMl MtWJ Wh€26 ae-

? 

.._.....,19-l·ung Medalie, for instance I • went over to Moscow with 

a delegation of American students to the World Youth Festival --

despite the labelling of the whole Festival as a propaganda device. 

Well it ~a propaganda device. The Russians hoped to make a great 

impression on the world with that festival. But why should we let 

the Kremlin score all the points? Of course the Russians go into 

an event to win. So should we! If we see an opening in the Iron 

Curtain, I think we ought to exploit it. Young Richard Medalie 

did -- with no hel.p from our state Department. We ought to learn 

from him. 

You see, I am not one of those people who fear and distrust 

American young people, just because they like to challenge the ideas 
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of their elders. Questioning young people help to keep a community 

from solidifying, from crusting over with old habits, from turning 

into a stifling mass of conformity. l1h t @SS • eon IWDriiii.M' eta' i$U 

Frankly, I think we ought to take the bull by the horns, and 

hold our own World Youth Festival. Let's invite the Russians and 

Chinese and Poles and Czechs, as well as the young people from more 

friendly nations. Let them come and see us as we are -- faults and 

all. Let them come and circulate freely with our people. 

We have fine information programs -- our Voice of America 
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broadcasts, for instance -- that are doing a very necessary job. 

But to make a real impact -- to break through the Iron Curtain and 

create impressions and understanding in depth -- we must turn to 

our people themselves. Here is where we can score. Here is our 

strong point: our native vigor, our unconventionality, freshness, 

and open-mindedness. 

That's 

campaign of hatre 

nothing unless able 

o shut out the truth. That' 

Now when the curtain begins to crack, let us act firmly, 

resolutely, affirmatively, to break through to the Soviet people --

in any wa:y we can, in any form. Let us compete in the international 
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trade fairs, for instance. L8t us send out our best scient isis and 

engineers, architects, artists, musicians -- the cream of our own 

society -- to meet their opposite numbers from behind the Iron 

Curtain. 

When we have a chance to go on the Russian tele~ion, as Khrushchev 

came on our own television -- we ought to take it~ We should be 

proud and confident. 

As you know, I have alweys been a strong supporter of the programs 

of educational and cultural exchange -- like the Fulbright program of 
/ 

exchanging scholars, liJe the "Iffy" program of exchanging young 

f'arm people, the SPAN program, and the many other projects sponsored 

by Church groups and voluntary agencies. These people-to-people 

programs have been wonderfully successful. But they need to be 
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stepped up, and to be expanded to include an exchange with the young 

people of the Soviet bloc. It may be that the Soviet leaders would not 

permit such an exchange. They may seal up the cracks in the Iron 

Curtain. But I think we ought to try~ 

-M:::JMUt 916!.~ ought to seek out the brightest of our young 

people -- particularly those who cannot go on to college because of 

financial handicaps -- and encourage them to learn foreign languages, 

to study the culture~f those people of the Soviet bloc. ~ 

Medalie -- for a good example of how effective such a program would 

be -- is a student of Slavonic and Russian ciUture. He speaks Russian. 

He can get right in with the Russian man on the street and talk business, 

talk American ideas and concepts in language the Russian can under-

stant. This is very important. For this reason, I am continuing to 

press for a Federal scholarship program designed to develop scores 

of thousands of such grass-roots .... ambassadors. How much more 

effect¥e it would be if we were to send overseas a few thousand of 

such young people -- and do away with the practice of selling our 

important ambassadorial posts to big political co~gn contributors! 
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Outline for tape recording 
Aug U8 t 21, .J.Y57 

Se11eraJ. eTents of importaree haTe taken place in "ongress this week which 

are of Jm'ticular intere*t to .rtinnesotans. 

120 mi.Llion special AC.P ~graa for helping put flooded-out farmers • land back 

into condition. We joined with five other states with sim.i.lar problem to 

request '32 millicn. Minnesota needs estimatsd by State Dept. of Ag at 15 m:illiom, 

1:-ut State USDA Disaster Commit tee .bas sent on to Dept. of !g. a partial estimate 

of aeec.is at 11.; Jlillion. HotZe-Sen:te ccnference finally ga 1e u.s J20 mil.lion, but 

has to be added to $2.6 m.i.J.liDn now in hams of Department of Ag to be spread o"fer 

12 stases. Believe .Minmsota should ha'Ve about ¥3 million aTailable. l"roblem 

is that Secretary of Agriculture is now saying he doesn't think this money should 

be disbursed to farmers until July of !!!!1 ~· If ean free up this mo~y, would 

giTe possible 5- atutx 6 dollars per acre tar green co ver, slDillller fallow, repair ot 

waterways, etc. 

Elk River coopera ·-i'98 power reactor --We succeeded in pressi~ rilt'Jugh an Atomic 

Energy Comm i ssion autmriztio n bill to mOTe u.s faster into the power reactor 

program. ProTides important new prot eet i ns to raral cooperatives who want to 

participite in the experimental. power reactor program. Puts all the risk on the 
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Federal GoTemment, givinc the ttUl'Cll Coope aive Power Aesooia tim the opportunity 

to expand its electrical ~enerating eapaeity at no more cost than if it were to 

use eoaJ. or oil. ~ow that authority is provided, pressi~ the At'omic Erergy 

Commission to eoneJ.ude a contract with a manufacturer of nuclear equipment which 

t~ EJ.k itiv r Coop has been negotiating with fuil approval of the .AEC for 18 110nths. 

Hope that such a oontraet can be signed, ani eonstrudtionregun shortly for 

l'limesota 1 s first pc.ier reactor. 

Poultry Inspection_ 

(SEE A.T'l'ACHED) 

t 
Mu$ ~t to be dcne in next few days before we adjourn - Mutual security 

appropriat i on, postal IllY and postl ratee~ an immi~ratiCI'l biJ.l, the civil rights 

bill. Vf!ry busy time ••• still ha"Ye some faint hopes of gett inc out to Minnesota 

for a few days with the family before they have to return to Washi~ton to put 

the ehiJ.d en back in school. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




