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FAILURES AND FOIBIES OF IKE AND THE GOP

It's great to be back among ... gzoo¢ friends in northern Califarnia.
Tt!'s even greater %o see the new spirlt of enthusissm growing among
Democrats in California -- and to sense victay in the air for 1958.

ILet me share a secret with you. That same spirit is sweeping the
country -- and it's sent rock-ribbed Republicans gseurrying out of
Washington to the hustings all over the land.

You're gebting your share of it in California these days. But 1t
looks to me like panic has hit the Republican ranks. They're as split
up in California as they are in Washington, where nobody knows Just
what the Republican Party stands for these days, modern or otherwise,

There's good reason for the Republican panic,

We opened the political season a bit early for them, with Bill
Proxmire's knockout punch to the Grouchy 014 Party in Wisconsin, We
gave them an advance look at what'!s in store in 1958,

Wisconsin's voters turned their backs on Absentee Ikey the
President who'd rather be popular than right,

They bluntly repudiated do-nothing Ezra Taft Benson the Secretary
in charge of liguidating Agriculture.

They turned where voters always turn when they are in trouble ang
need vigorous, progressive, constructive leadership -- they turned
back in droves to the Democ ratic Party.

After what happened in Wisconsin, even some of our most rock-
ribbed Republicans are awakening to the fact that people want a change
in the political climate in Washington. ;

You can help give it to them, by changing the political climate
in California,

There!s really no use choosing up sides in this Knowland-Knight
squabble., You can retire both of them at the seme time, and let them
continue their feud in private -- instead of at publlc expense. Per-
heps you can't take care of Dick Nixon until 1960, bub his turn will
come,

We need a Democrat as governor in your state capitol, to joln
. the growing ranks of vigorous young Democratic governors all over
the country.

We need a California Democrat in the United States Senate, to
further strengthen the growing forces of 1liberal young leadership
with which we Demcc rats are blessed,

You'lve got the men to do it, and you have the spirit 1t takes,
You face a challenging opportunity that cannot be missed, now that
Tke !'s coattails have been worn so thin,

(more )
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Poor Ike is having a hard time these days.

Since a so-called "Modern Republican" lost that Senatorlal election
in Wisconsin, Ikefs about as popular as the Asian flu with most Repub-
lican regulars.

We're getting an assist from the Republicans themselves, as they
seurry from Ike's sinking ship.

Congressman Richard Simpson of Pennsylvania, chairman of the Re-
publicans! Congressional Campaign Committee, told the truth far once
when he blamed the humlliating Republican defeat in Wisconsin on "inept
leadership" from the White House. He suggests that Reprblicans avoid
Eisenhower's coattails like the plague. My, how times change !

Things have got so bad in Washington that Republicans are singing
a new theme song. Perhaps it will be spreading around the country soon.
It ge s something like thils:

"I got along without him before I met him,
"And I can get along without him now.
"T think that I'm twice as cute as he,
"And I didn't like him anyhow,
"Ike ran around with every guy in town;
"He didn't care how much we let him down,
"I got along without him before I met him,
"ind T can get along without him now.,"

As far as I'm concerned, of course, that'!s still just whistling
in the political graveyard. Because the truth is, Republicans can't
seem to get along either with Ike, or without him,

Best They Have

That's really a shame -- because as weak a President as Ike has
been, it's true that he's the best the Republicans have been able to
produce in a long time -- and far better than anything they have to
offer for the future.

It is also sadly true that Ike was of 1ittle help to those of us
in Congress, either Democrat or Republican, who looked to the President
for the le adership we had a right to expect in the struggles of the
past session -- for the urgently needed school construction bill, for
adequate defense and fareign ald expenditures, and, yes, even for an
effective civil rights bill to which the Republicans are giving such
lip-service these dayse.

Always, at the crucial moment, President Eisenhower has been
absent, silent, uninformed, or uncertain about what he wanted.

The Republicans walked out on their own garlier recommendations
for tax relief for small business.

The Republican Administration couldn't make up its mind what to
do sbout America's collapsing farm economy, except keep Ezra Benson
making speeches against the farmers all over the country.

Tke couldn't decide whether he was for economy or against it, and
he couldn't even keep his own cabinet in line in support of his White
House budget.

(more)



REIEASE--Hon. Hubert Humphrey Address
page 3

Of course, his cabinet did try to follow Ike!s example during the
recent critical session of Congress -- they spent as little time on the
job as possible, and always managed to be at the wrong place at the
wrong time,

When we faced our showdown fight for a meaningful civil rights bill,
Attorney General Brownell was right on the cricket line -- in London.

When we in Congress sought to bring Secretary of Agriculture Benson
before our committees to find out what he was doing to the REA, we
found him hiding out in the forests of Idaho. He just took a little
52-day jaunt away from Washington, until Congress went hcme,

Of course, I suppose I shouldn't complain. Farm prices took thelr
only upturn, while Benson was hiding out. Perhaps our farmers would be
better off if he would just stay away from Washington all the time.

In fact, during the final weeks of the recent session when Congress
was trying to complste action on legislation essential to our country,
every cabinet member but three were away from the capitol.

The Secretary of the Navy remained on the job., He was busy with
some infighting with the rest of our armed services,

The Postmaster General was on the job, too. He had to stay in
Washington to make sure our postal workers didn't get a raise.

It might be amusing, if it wasn't so tragic.

Our nation begs for leadership. We need a president who will
exercise his responsibilities, not just exercise,

We need a President with the courage to make decisions -- whether
they are popular with everyone or not,

Paying Costly Price

The nation is paying a costly price for collapse of the President's
leadership, at home and abroad -- in Syria, or in Arkansas.

Fumbling, bungling indecision has marked our handling of both
foreign and domestic affairs. As a nation, we face grave risks in both
fields from abuse, misuse, or lack of use of Presidential power.

On the forelgn front, the Administration continues to rely on
headlines and bylines, rather than careful diplomacy and sound foreign
economic policy. They seek to substitute the checkbook and money roll
for effective statesmanship aimed at close cooperation with our allies
and le adership towsrd some solution of international yroblems in the
United Nations,

On the home front, we face the same failure of leadership.

Qutbreak of TLawlesrness

During recent weeks, we have seen an outbreak of lawlessness and
violence that is all the more terrifying because it is directed against
children, Extremists have been allowed to take the law into thelr own
hands., School children have been s toned, and a school in Nashville
has been bombed,

(more)
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Law-abiding people everywhere, North and South, whatever their
feclings about the wisdom of the Supreme Court's school desegregation
program, have been shocked by the ability of a small fraction of our
people to ride roughshod over the great majority.

In the hearts of millions of Amcricans today echoes the same cry
of anguish so effectively voiced by Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong: What's
wrong with my country?"

Perhaps, worst of all, in our nced to act guickly to control the
outbreaks of violence, we have received no guidance from the man to
whom we must look first in time of national crisis,

As the forces of disorder and defiance grew stronger and more
confident, our President has offered us no leadership -- no firm base
around which to rally in defense of the law,

It couldn't have happened under an Andy Jackson.
It couldn't have happened under a Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
It couldn't have happened under a Harry S. Truman,.

Perhaps Walter Lippmann best phrased the dilemna with which we
have been faced in these troubled weeks when he wrote:

"The situation is one in which the whole climate could be
changed by a President who took command, who spoke clearly, in
no uncertain terms, to the patriotism, the common sense, and
the good will of the people. Therc ought to bo somebody around
whom the pation can rally with confidence, rising above the
passion of this onvenomed struggle. But at present there is
nobody who is unmistakably in command, nobody who is speaking
clearly, nobody who is rcally working socriously to bring order,
plan, purpose, and control into what is in fact a drift into
disorder."

We in Congress have watched the meanderings of our rudderless
ship of state with ever-growing concern,

But none of the Prosident's silence and evasion have been so
tragic in their consequences as those during the last four woeks --
when the whole country has secarched desperately for leadership
against the forces of lawlessness -- and has found none.

Could Have Been Prevented

I say tonight, as strongly as I can, that the tragedies of the
past weeks nced not have occurrecd,

Governor Faubus could not have defied law so flagrantly had not
Presidont Eisonhower, by his words and his deeds, crcated a climate
favorable to defiance of law,

Thero was no violence in Little Rock before the tragically mis-
guided Governor threw troops around Central High School -- and there
would not have been violence if President Eisenhower had acted lmme-
diately to uphold the law of the United States, and the authority of
the United States Courts,

(more)
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Repeatedly, during the past two ycars, President E@senhuwer has
demonstrated that he will not invoke the authority of his office, or
the power of the United States Government, against those who would
defy the law laid down by the Supreme Court on school desogregation.

His weaknoss and ncglect has been an open invitation to defilancc.

The violence of the past weeks is not really unprecedented. ¥n
Alabama 18 months ago, mob-violence kopt Autherine Lucy from entering
the University of Alabama, When President Eisenhower was asked gbout
such violation of foderal law and order, what did he say? How did
he speask out to head off such a tide of defiance?

Here are his courageous words:
. . n
"T would hope that we could avoid any interferenco...

If you had been a Negro facing a mob, how would you have felt
upon hearing that from your President?

Refusos To Use Authority

Repeateodly, the Prosident has refused to use the aguthority and
prestige of his office in support of the Supremo Court's decision.
Twice he rofused to endorse the school desegregation decision of the
Supreme Court, and he threw cold water on proposals that he call a
conference of Southern Governors to discuss racial integration of
public schools,

Every public utterance from the President since the Supreme
Court docision, including his shilly-shallying back and forth while
we in Congress fought for effective civil rights legislation, has
contributed to the climate in which Governor Faubus dared to defy
United States law, in which the violent and disorderly minority
have dared to take the United States laws into their own hands.

Where the mob fcels it can defy the law, it will. Every day
the government delays, every day the President rcfuses to assert his
authority and leadership, more people dare to join the lawless,

Within Presidential powers were many cffective measures. He
could have cal led Govemor Faubus' National Guard troops into Federal
Service to uphold the law, instead of flouting it.

Or he could have appoaled to the hcar ts of the pcople ~-- to those
hearts he says cannot be affected by laws,

He could have given courage to the law-abiding and the modcrate
citizens -~ thc great majority of the people -- in Arkansas and Little
Rock, by going on the television and the radio with a message to them.

He could have thrown his enormous prestige and authority into the
battle: in support of our laws, of our courts, of the courageous Mayor
of Little Rock, and of the Little Rock School Board with its descgre-
gation program. He could have sent Attorney General Brownell into
the courts for an immediate injunction agsinst any intorference with
the orders of the court, An injunction could have been obtained that
day -- instead of three or four or five weeks later. Or he could have
flown to Little Rock, and led thosc children into the school by hand.

There arc many things Eisenhower could have done, many things a
President who would make decisions could have done. At the very least,
he could have remained in Washington, in touch with the tense and
dangerous situation as it was developing.

(more )
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Blow to U. S. Relations

Elsewhorc in tho world, people pick up their papers and sco
photogrephs of armed troops preventing small children from entering
school. They read that the Governor of Arkansas has defied United
States law, and that the Prcsident has resctcd to this by going to
Newport, Hhode Island, on vacation.

Lt a recent news conference, John Foster Dulles deplored tho c¢ffect
of the Arkansas crisis on our prestige in the world.

But did Mr, Dulles mention how different the situation might have
been abroad if thosc people could have recad that the Presidont was
mobilizing the people and full forcc of the Unitecd otates government to
enforcc compliance with the law, and protcction of minorities in our
midst?

Did Mr. Dulles mention how different it would appocar to the rost
of the world if the picture of troops with guns pitted against small
children wore replaced with a picture of the Precsident dcvoting full
time to protecting those children's rights?

Did Mr. Dulles mention what a differcnce it would make throughout
the world if the picturec of Eiscnhower on the golf course werc rcplaced
by a picturc of HEisonhower spoaking to the American pcople about tho
seriousness, the peril, of what has gonc on in Arkansas this month?

The situation we now face is a tragic culmination of weak executive
loadership, on this as on other vital issucs,

Inaction on civil rights protcection at the White House just echoes
inaction and indecision in every aspect ol the public's intercst --
the tragic price we are paying for thc Ropublican formula of trying to
substitute popularity for locadership.

During their first term in powcr, the Republicans were able to
give the appcarance of political lecadership through personal popularity
of the President -- and the desirc of Ropublicans to stay in powor,
whether they agrecd or disagrcod with the President's policies,

But Republican leadorship is slrecady falling apart during their
second term in powecr, Professional Republican politicians know Iko
can't fun for rec~clcction, and as a result he's unablec to command any
loyalty from his own party. At tho samc timc, his unwillingneéss or
inability to asscrt leadership in thc public's interest has cost the
Presidont support he could have had from our majority party in Congross
on many koy lssues.

Popularity Vs. Leadcrship

From the start, Republicans have tricd to substitute popularity .
for rcsl leadership., Thoy got by with it for a while, cven though
they gave us mecdioerity instead of principle.

Now they are rcaping tho harvest,

The oxeccutive branch is confused and confounded. It is without
direcection or guidance. Leaders of the President's own party are more
intorcsted in t& ing care of thomsclves, than in the President's program
or thec country.

Despitec all the slogancering about "Pcace and Prospority" last
fall, we havc lost ground on both fronts. Our prestige and Influence
has boon dangerously undermined by failure of our lecadership in inter-
national affairs. Our so-called prosperity is unbalanced and tottering
as a result of the traditional blindness of Republican cconomic
philosophy at home,.

(more)
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On tho domestiec front, the Reopublican administration has succecded
in putting the nation's finances in a tragic mess., Managoment and
administration of the public decbt has resulted in utter and costly
confusion.

Farm Debt Scaring

Onc by one, their chickens arc coming home to rooste.

Farm incomos have plunged downward, while farm costs soarcd.
liorc and morc farmors arc being forccd from the land. Farm debt for
California totalod $460 million in 1950. It's climbed another $400
million sincc then, for a total of $867,423,000 today -- an incroasc of
88,2% in the farm indebtedness of your state -- while that fcarloss
oxponont of Hoover's farm philosophy, Ezra Benson, says overything's
just fine. Don't you belicve it. Wo wont through the wringer once,
becausc wo neglected American agriculturc while the rest of the cconomy
boomecd, Ve daro not risk it again.

Thore arc two things the Bepublicans can always bec counted on to
produce whon they are in the saddlc: a drop in farm pricecs, and a rise
in intorest rates,

The July issuc of Tconomic Indicators, the voicc of the Prosident's
own Council of Economic fdvisors, tclls the story as wecll as I could,

It publishes a table showing farm nct incomc dropped from 15.1

billion in 1952 to 13.3 billion in 1953, 12.7 billion in 1954, 11.9
billion in 1955, and 11.6 billion in 1956.

Alongside is a tablc showing nct interecst incomc has soared from
7.4 billion in 1952 to 8.7 billion in 1953, to 9.8 billion in 1954,
to 10.9 billion in 1955, to 11.9 billion in 1956.

Interest incomo, undcr Rcpublicans, has surpasscd farm incomc,

Small Busincss Suffers

But Amorica's small busincssman isn't much better off. He's
gotting it in the nock too -- and this Administration secms unconcerncd.
Tt's boon a rather onlightoning oxpecricnce for me to act as chairman
for a scrics of Scnate Small Business Committce hcarings on tax
problems around thc country -- and hoar businossman after businossman--

Republican businessmcn, a grcat many of them--protcst the discrimina-
tory noglect of this supposcd businessman's Administration.

They havca.right to be conccrnod., Busincss bankruptcios are at
an all-timc high. More and morc small indopendont business proprietors
are being forced to the wall,

iiccording to testimony submitted by the administrator of tho

Foderal Courts boeforc the House Appropriations Committec this yoar,
Fiscal 1957 sct an all-timc record high for the number of busincss
benkruptcics. During fiscal 1957, 73,361 firms went broke, compared
with the doprossion high of 70,049 in fiscal jear 1932, Tho rate of
failures is still increasing, and bankruptcics arc expectcd to soer
still higher in fiscal 1958 to an ¢stimatod new all-time record of
82,007, according to Dun and Bradstrcot,.

Costs of living for all of us arc at an all-time record high,
and still going up month by month.

Pricos have becn rising faster in the last cighteon months than
in any other peacotime period on rocord., <Loday, our dollar is worth
five conts less than it was just last yocar.

(more)
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Republican Inflation

Sudden 1§,. the "Eiscnhowcr prosperity" of last ycar has bccome the
Republican inglation" of today, a not-too-surprising by-product of thc
upside-down, dollars-bcfore-pcoplc cconomic philosophy of thc preoscnt
Republican administration.

It's the same old Ropublican philosonhy of the McKinlcy-Hoover-
Mcllon cra--the tricklec down thcory of bcing concerncd only about
prosperity at the top of the ladder, with a condescending notion that
if all's woll among tho wealthy, cnough will scep down the linc to take
carc of tho rest of our pcople,

Thoy boasted about "Eisenhower prosperity", as long as profits
soarocd at thc top of tho oconomic ladder -- in big business, in big
finance. But thoy shut their eycs to the imbalance ia that so-called
prosperity, and neglccted the broad basc of our cconomy -- the farmer,
the smal 1 busincssman, and thc average wage carncr.

is a rosult, wo'ro now gotting tho samec results we've always had
every time Republican forccs have controlled the White Housc.

Yot all this is undcr a so-callcd busincsslikc, busincssman's
Administration -- an administration that promisod us a "hard" dollar.

The only thing "hard" about the Ropublican dollers is that they are
hard to get -- and hardcr to kcop.

ind now that they've crcated this mess, what arc they doing about
it?

Thoy are just tightoning the squecze on the victims of inflation.
They arc tightoning crodit -- whon such action just chamncls crodit to
where it is noodod the lcast, and deprives it whore it is nceded the
most. <They arc asking farmcrs to be content with loss, whon collapsed
farm purchasing power is alrcady a depressing drag on tho rcst of the
cconomy. Thoy arc askiag all of us, as consumors, to spend lcss -- atb
a timo whon most of us arc finding it difficult to oven kcop abroast of
rising costs of living.

Frionds, tho grcatost checkrein to soaring pricos 1is compectition--
free, compctitive cntorprisc., Yet this administration, after giving
such 1lip scrvice to "froo ontorprisc”, cmtinuos to pursuc tax, fiscal,
and crcdit policics wiping out compotition by forcing moroc and morc
morgers -- forcing the big to bocomec bigger, by wiping out opportunitics
for thc individual centrepronemr to survive,

Planned Reccssion

But you haven't scon anything yct. The worst is yot to como.

Thoy followed Andy Mollon's philosophy in gotting us into this
moss, yot thoy now scom determincd to again blindly follow his
philosophy in scecking a way out.

Let me remind you about 4Andy licllon's remcdy for inflation, whon
he was sccrotary of the trcasury back in tho 1920s. Ex-Prosidont
Hrbert Hoover tolls us Mr. Mcllon had only onc formula: "Liquidate
labor, liquidate stocks, liquidatc tho farmcrs, liquidatoc real cstato."
iccording to Hoover, Mr. Mcllon insisted that 'when the pooplo got an
inflation brainstorm, tho only way to get it out of their blood is %o
lct it collapsc'.

Now, most Rcpublicens would hesitate to bo quitec as frank about
thoir intontions today -- but bclicve me, that's just what is being
planned for thc dmerican pcooplce.

(morc)
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Bchind closcd doors, safc from public scrutiny, thc pcoplc sctting
policy in the present ddministration find thomselwes closd to the thinking
of Sccrctary Mcllon., Therc is pcrsuasive cvidenco that thce #dministration
is deliborately guiding our cconomy into a "planncd rccossion" --
supposocdly to stop inflation.

Now, they'rc not quitc rcady to tcll you about 1t yot, bocausc thoy
want to wrap it up in a nicc package and scll it to you as another grecat
crusado, It is a "crusado' which can moan untold hardship for
countlcss american familics -- but dollars comc becforc people, in the
Ropublican philosophy.

Porhaps you didn't know that this Administration had a "planncd
roccossion” in storc for you noxt ycar, unloss you arc a carcful roador
of castcrn financial publications.

The Journal of Cormecrcc discusscd the GOP dilomma in an oditorial
last July 15, ontitled "To Toll or Not to Tell'.

That cditorial dcclarcd tho Administration had come to the conclusion
that a "modecrato rccossion now" was advisablc, to safeguard against boom-
and-bust latcr on,. But the quostion wecighigg - most hcavily on tho mind
of the Journal of Commercc, in the rest of the cditorial, was whether
the Ameorican pcoplc should be lot in on what thoir own govornment plans
to do.

From thc poerformencc of this government to dato, I would darc say
that the pooplc will be kept in the dark if it is possiblo.

Let mo warn you tonight that a "plmmnod rocossion”,as a mcans of
combatting inflation, would work its grcatest hardship on the west --
where you nccd the boncfits of a growing and cxpanding cconomys.

Tight money and tight crodit policics of the Eiscnhowor-Rcpublican
isdministration may sorve the ontronched intcrcsts of a static cconomy
but - they certainly fail to mcct the nceds of new doevolopmont, now
growth, and now progrcss so noccssary to kcep the dynamic wost thriving.

Busincssmon nocd to think about the "rcadjustment" thc Republicans
have in storc for thom. It might bo well to rccall that back in 1953,
that 's what Scerotary Bonson was promising to do for our farmers -- and
he cortainly has kopt his wrd. If by now you don't know what tho
Republicans moan by "rcadjustment", I'd suggest you talk to somc of your
farmors.

Shouldn't Be Surprisc

What we scc boginning to happon should not comc as any groat
surprisc to thosc who undcrstand thc philosophy of tho Rcpublican Party.
It has not rocally changed in its thinking from tho days of William
McKinloy. It has put on a now coat of paint, and has coincd a fow
catchy slogans such as "Modorn Rcpublicans", but underncath all thoe
chromc and tinscl thorc is the samc undying belicf that dollars como
before pcoplo.

To date, the administration has kept its intontions under carcful
wrans whilc it makes moncy cven tightor, intcrest rates cven higher,
and scecrctly orders a slash in oxponditurcs. Tho planncd "road justment"
is undcr way.

No onc favors inflation, of coursce. But in thc procoss of fighting
it, lot's not kill the paticnt,

Romomber, wc had no inflation undor Horbort Hoover; the cost of
living was down, and the valuc of thc dollar was up.

(morc)
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But wo had millions of pcople out of work, standing in brcadlines
without a dimc to their namos. We had hungry children, wo had homecs
forccloscd, and we had tons of thousands of busincssmen forced into
bankruptey.

Our cconomic hcalth cannot rcemain strong by roliancc on tho patont
mcdicine pitch men, whosc patron saints are Mark Hanna and andrcw Mecllon,

Conclusion

o nocd, instcad, lcadership with vision and faith--faith in tho
amorican pooplec, faith in an ex anding oconomy.

As Democrats, wo can be proud that we have becn the party of growth,
.progrcss, courage and faith down through the yoars, in historic strugglo
aftor struggle botween the cntrenched forces of cconomic privilege and
tho wcll-bcing of all thc pcoplo.

Wo arc the party of growth and pragross today, instcad of tho party
of fosr and timidity. We look ahcad, .nstcad of backward.

You in the wost arc bound by spirit to the idoals of tho Democratic
Party.

The spirit of cconomic progress, of surging ahcad, of always socking
advancemont -- that dynamic spirit so prcvalent in tho west 1s the
provailing spirit and influcnce in the Domocratic Party today.

We look to the wost, and arc alort to its necds and its great
potential, Wo look zhcad to evon now fronticrs for our nation, with a
detormination to grant long-doscrved statchbod to our fellow amcricans
in Hawaii and flaska.

ind, too, wo'rc looking to the wost for now and grecator Domocratic
victorics in 1958, to cxert cveon greater influcnce on ngtional policics
in keoping with the tromondous devclopment undor way throughout our
wostorn cconomic fronticr.
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