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ARMS BANo REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT APPROACH URGED FOR EASING M!:DDl.E 

------------~---------E_A __ S~~~m----------------------~------E------

The United States urgently needs to chart some specific objectives in the 

hUddle East "rather than just flounder from crisis to crisis", Senator Hubert H. 

Humphrey declared last night in an address at Macalester College inauguratin3 an 

are.a Study Program of the Middle East in the four colleges of St. Paul .. - Macalester, 

HamlineD St. Catherine's, and St. Thomas. 

The situation 1n the Middle East still poses "the greatest threat of any out-

ln.~cak of actual war" in tbe world today, Senator Humphrey warned. 

"Helt"e, for the second time in a. year. Soviet plotting and mischief-makb.~g 

has fan.ned into flame long smouldering tension and animosities. 

"The situation i a so acute~ the danger so immediate, that a bl'oa.d program 

•>f intel:~.tional action is imperative. Yet much of what needs to be done should be 

done becauoe it ie right for the Middle East, regardless of the pressing Soviet threat, " 

Senator Humphrey declared. 

Cautioning that the United States "cannot be an international busy~body tz-ying 

1·o solve everything alone", Senator Humphrey said that our role should be towa1:d 

'using our leadership to initiate action through the United Nations--action -.vith specifit" 

objective:.J for the good of the areall rather than just protective reactions after e.~cb 

1ndividua.1 c:risis o 
11 

' 'The Middle East needs time to calm its passions and develop its 1•eaourcEHJ 

::or the benefit of ita people. But the urgent need to preserve the peace, the preeau:-e 

::or ha.rHre. fo SOCial advance. for an end of novertv and ianorance. wi.ll not 1.11ai1t fnr 
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that l'egion to mobilize ~.n.d e:xploit its x·es:.ources Oill ita o·~'np "Senator Hu:r.aphrey 

deda1·ed. 'No country r.n the Middle E:~st -- -:erta.inl y n·~ Arab ~;ou11try~ :has the expet·tei:Ji::e 

tl:r the skill:> to stave off comtnurti sm b: r pu.shl"'lg develc.pment on a a~aJe and at a }~.3.ce 

commensurate with the need. Tile area could be lost t:. the c.ornmuni2ts without :i single 

plac:e at ita diaposn.l tili.e wel:'.lth of our t;!Xpe:rb! 1ce and mol:ilize t:1e fttr.ri.s ~equh·ecl t:o Er;~p 

"We should mmr~ to st:tcngthen t.he i.:J tited Nations Eme :gency Fcrce illl ·;:,.e 

avc:l.ilability for S~ervice eluewl'l(!l"e &s the Unih: d Ne.tiom. may dir ~ct. 

11We should initiate p -ropoec'l.ls to end ·;l'l.e t\.rma ra•::e in t2u~ Middle East by an 

di·~ct.1ve embargo againat shi:·)mte.nts fr~m any outside ao12rce oti.tcr. tl.tan under United 

Geltleral Asoembly of a Srecial Commi>Ja; sion or. Arms '!'·r(dficr w:.1ich Comxniosion wou!ci 

i:~e t:harged with respoiJ.sibility for proposing ~JA.rly recc1m~en.d&t ~ons on ~:~gulat:ing all 

e.ec:eas to the uoe of the Suez Canal and the Gnlf of Aq;-a.ba fox· th .~ shipping of a ;a '<f.Mionn ~ 

'!'o thin. e nd, we shou.ld be tak:lng the l!:m,dcrahjp in the Ulfl-ited Nations whe.re al:i~e2dy 

e-'datmg x·e~oluiions in f:h.i s matter remain to be implemented and reinforced~ 

11We should propos~ the ecta bliol.me1a~ oft. U:nU:ed IiationB Gucd Offices 

C o:r:nrnission, whose pu:rpose ·ttould be to redu•:e tensions l u the ~IAiddle East by 

prc•moting db:ect negotiati ons between the cuzTerit antagoJtiatfl, and m-ediating amtmg 
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them if direct negotiations prove to be impossible. The Commission should be 

specifically charged with unremitting exploration of the possibility of negotiations on 

. the central problems of determination of boundaries, resettlement of Arab refugees 

from Israel, and of Jewish refugees from Egypt and Syria. and the conclusion of 

treaties of peace. 

"We should help break the stalemates of inertia and blockade by promoting 

dynamic projects to help raise living standards, strengthen economies, and encourage 

orderly social progress bi the Middle East., We should reaffirm our interest and 

support for long-term regional economic development programo sufficiently broad to 

encompass multi• nation&l river development projects for the Jordan, Nile, and 

Tigrilt-Euphrates river valley sya_tem. 

"Toward this end, we should take the initiative in the United Nations in 

propos~ng a Middle East Development Authority, as an administering agency for the 

mutual pooling of capital and technical aid in the region, the Board of Directors of 

which would contain representatives of all Middle Easte.rn States as well as of all other 

states furnishing capital aid and technical assistance. 

"A Middle East Development Agency could demonstrate to the Arab leaders 

that they have more to gain by internal and cooperative economic development than from 

military adventures; Provic:Un' constructive channels for Arab energies could eventually 

lead to institutional and social changes, such as the growth of a middle class with ita 
. -

beneficial and stabilizing influence. 

"lt would provide a means of channeling Arab oil revenue into productive uses 

which would benefit the entire area 0 thus utilizing part of the presently existing hard 

money r e sources of the Middle East for the financing of regional development. 
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"Creation of a Middle East Development Agency would emphasize that it 

is iD the interests of all concerned to move from intra-regional feuding to intra-

regional cooperation for development. Most important, pe1·haps, such an Agency 

would encourage a regional approach to the problems of Middle East development. 

Isolated projects here and there, financed by bilateral aid from the United States, 

obviously offer no real answer to the needs of the region. Industrial development 

hinges upon the opening of mutual markets, a freer exchange of goods, among the 

several countries of the region as well as trade with the rest of the world. 

"It will take courage and daring to adopt such an approach in the Middle East. 

Without these qualities, however, we will continue to muddle, moralize, and probably 

miss the opportunity to be of constructive use in the Middle East. With these 

qualities, we can at least hope that our courage will be rewarded," Senator 

Humphrey declared. 
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