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c Senator Hubert H. Humphrey
v at the &
Harvard Law Review Association Banquet ’l‘;‘U M \’W \
Cambridge, Massachusetts @

March 29, 1958
|

/ Juttice Marly h, Hr W’"’“
/ Judge McGruder,(Beaa-Gﬁsnﬂdy)Mr Goodwin, and members and
W7 ;

fra€nds of the Harvard Law Review Association.

I suppose I must expect that my dangerous reputation has

preceded me to Harvard. But those of you who are frightened
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ca take courage from Emerson's remark: "Men are conservative
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when they are least vigorous, or when they are most luxurious.

They are conservatives after dinner". , ‘
—————— emae iy i i

Having been a radical in Washington all week, you are !

now geeing me my most conservative state. In fact, aftei a good
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dinner one can forgive anybody -- even Republicans— AL~
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Travelling today from Washington to New England reminded
me of Senator Flandersg! favorite account of his first trip in
the opposite direction. Senator Flanders comes from a small
New England town named Springfield, Vermont. I:understand
that it is a pleasant hamlet and that on the occasion of his
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Sirrst-eleetion—to-Longueass all of his country neighbors
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came into Springfield to wish him.godggfed. The spokesman
for the community mounted a hay wagon and addressed the Senator-
to-be in somewhat this fashion:

"As you leave the familiar, pleasant scenes of rural
life here in Springfield, and move on to the Nation's Capital,
you can comfort yourself with the certain knowledge that in

going from Springfield to Washington you are raising the moral
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level of ‘cf-:_h communities." —— i “"L"( %M%%M

My own progress to Washington was somewhat more ecircuitous,

coming as I did -- to use the language of the race course -- out
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_o_f_ South Da.kotg H Minneapolis. When I got to Washington, I was
very earnest about it and was determined to do everything I could
to disprove Will Rogers' old accusation about Congress. You

b
remember what he said: "With Congress, every time they make a

\ joke it's a law; and every time they make a law it's a joke."
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(At time s during the debate on billboards this week, we were
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reminded once more that every absurdity has a champion to defend
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" put like| the Genmmans, my solution for K

m;;_g_ia s\ and fall back ingo work others\fall back into
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But I suspectnhere at Harvard you halways tried

to emulate Oxford mewe than Berlin. After all, it was about

Oxford that Sir Max Beerbohm said: "I was a modest, good-humored

boy; it is Oxford that has made me insufferable."
I suppose that Harvard like (ﬁc&?ﬁ is a sanctuwary in which

exploded systems and obsolete prejudices find shelter and protection
— "’—._-'_'_""‘---_—_.____________

after they have been hunted out of every corner of the world. 1In
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any case, I have heard that you * a home for lost causes and
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impossible loyalties.
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Lately, judging from the publie press, some of the issues
to which I am partial have apparently been relegated into this
same kind of limbo. So perhaps tonight it is after all appropriate
Fé Vi T
.that I should talk to you about what some people think is already

& lost cause and an impossible loyalty ~-- the subject of peace

and disarmament in the space age.
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