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When you read newspapers and magazing, you see a great

@ many references to the "new look" in French and American
e A

fashions for women.
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You see pictures of the latest creations in dresses -- the

% [/ : chemise dress, the so-called "sack", the balloon skirt.
\ S A e g et Ve S
/ ‘( But, so far as most of the people of the world are concerned,
the most important "look" in dresses -- is not the "chemise"; it
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n “/ld/] is still the white uniform of the nurse, with her insignia of
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f professional qualification.
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AIt is indeed an honor to be speaking before this great

assembly of representatives of hhe nursing profession. As many
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of you know, my interest in the field of health is more than

that of a dillettante. In fact, I myself am still a
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registered pharmacist, and I have long been interested in health
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work. Since entrance into political life concern for all
my 2 po ) my

branches of professional health activity has remained strong.
—ee
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So it is not only as a politician, but/in a sense as a member
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of your own field that I will be talking to you this morning.

L}Jﬁk /ZH?he rewponsibility of professionally trained people in
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~ guid ing pub licies i 3
guiding and influencing public policies is a gfgggﬁgpe For
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medical personnel, there is an additional responsibility for
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the well-being and protection of all those people whose

physical welfare has, by virtue of your training, been
sl seltioll.
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A committed to your care.

You of the American Nurses AssociZion and all its state
/ T
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affiliates are well aware of your responsibility. Your sensitivity
_..:/’?.
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to events in every aspect of medicine and welfare is both

laudable and inspiring. My personal experience with repre-

sentatives of the ANA in the field of legislation has shown

an intelligent and critical awareness of the many ramifications
dﬂr e o

of legislative activity. I know that you will be interested to

hear about some of the health measures on the current political

scene.

.Z\Ef is difficult to cover all the relevaiﬁ material in
T2 L
twenty minutes. I shall try to treat sigmee fields:

I. Domestic Legislation.
(‘--.—.\____\-__w_‘_f

/
H,M II. The role of the nurse in international health

'Q; work, and
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I. DOMESTIC LEGISLATION

%

My Goals as A Public Servant

The 430,000 nurses actively employed in Continental United
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States are as important or more so, as any occupational group in
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these United States.

Those of our nurses working abroad, under various government

programs, are likewise as significant a group of leaders as any

serving this Nation omrseaaiéW 5
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;{As a public servant, I am vitally interested in what

nurses are accomplishing as well as the challenges they face, here

]

on the home front, and overseas.
I am interested that:
a) there shall be more nurses

'b) better pﬂid nurses 4(_‘:7‘{, Wﬁ?@\
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c) still better f_:_-ii_._z_l_gd nurses to meet changing needs, and
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d)& nuraeaaheld m higher esteem by a grateful

population.
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE "STAPH" OUTBREAK

Before I get into a review of some of the changing trends
in nursing, as such, I want to refer to one of the major problems

m&df(fcffﬁl—

which you nurses fa.ce-ﬂ which hospital administrators and physicians
CAY (& iC‘C{) v
Eane.
I refer to what is perhaps the number one medical mystery
which has come so dramatically to the fore -- the outbreak of
new resistant staphylococei (stafflocockee) - which defy
Pduies i fonlas ek TS
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present anti-biotics.

/\I need not remind you that the Nation's newspaper and

magazine have been full of stpries concerning the considerable
number of STAPH cases in hospitals.
—
/_As you are aware, the problem has emerged in maternity
wards, involving both methers and newborn infants; it has affected
our senior citizens in hospitals, as well as other patients.

/ A great job is being done to unlock the secrets of this mystery.

/ What is responsible for the new STAPH? How is it transmitted?

25
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What is the relationship to our present programs of administering

anti-bioties? What can be impmo ved in hospital procedure
e e —

and hygiene?
?Z ¢ (L-j We are going to find the answers to these questions, just
- )

as we have found the answers to problems of the major infectious
.'—_'_—___—‘
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diseases which for so long plagued man.
e

1//JThe combined resources of the medical profession are now at

—g

work. To my way of thinking, the Federal government can do more
-t ot g ] =

and should do more in cooperation with the medical profession.

This is the sort of problem against which the total
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community of the healing arts should be mobilized.

I don't have the slightest doubt that we are going to conquer
these new fiercely resistant STAPHS.
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,/// The only question is how large a toll in human suffering
and illness will first be taken?

In this, as in other medical problems, we are in a race with

time; each passing day involves more patients.
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If there is any single quality, therefore, that I would

urge my fellow legislators to adopt, it is a sense of urgency

on this and similar problemgy— . 2(? i é’ff f ‘&ZZ:M‘ 'y Al o

e e 1 A fjﬂ“ Corbirs
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NEED FOR MORE FUNDS FOR NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

A’Hithin the next few days, the Appropriations Bill of the (RpDpmenial

ot d)

Health, Education and Welfare Depart Et will be coming up on } }ﬂ‘(/‘é)

the Senate floor. (S«-FH (f “" W 7?7”’//614
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I need not remind you that the Congress has rightly given

M/f

increasing amounts to the HEW Department.
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I should like to single out as especially &-mt of still

more funds the great research arm of HEW, the National Institutes

—

of Health. 1
e dnt
In the present budget, $211 million has been proposed. A
—

National Citizens Committee has suggestéd, however, that this

be increased to $299 million; andl, for one, certainly look with

ﬁ
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favor upon this latter suggestion. (ﬁwj
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In doing so, I do not for one moment underestimate the

tremendous contribution which has been made by other medical
>

research organizations of this land. On the catrary, I have
__-—-_-‘_'—'—-_—

the highest praise for them.
R 0
/But I say that, in a Congress which will %

over $73 billion, we can afford to spend at least $300 million
. L—sza —————

to help eradicate the &Mk scourges which affect every single

<% one of us, directly or indirectly.

And So I would urge that we enable the National Institutes
—, g
P e
to be g still more powerful position to meet wk® either STAPH

———

or any other micro-organism menace.

PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING

The fredéhiblis shartage of nurses and other public health
F‘Z, e

personnel in the United States has long been a recognized problem.
-

It is time that we took positive action to have adequately trained
'F-_____-‘-—

people to meet this need.

Recently I introduced a measure for Public Health Training
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which would authorize $1 million per year for five years for
R BT Lk

an emergency program to increase trained public health personnel

—
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at the post-graduate 1eve%/through scholarships. This bill also

R Tl Meatl]

included matching construction grants for new schools.
——— <F"'=."— ‘1

Z\At the present time there are 11 accredited schools of

public health in the United States and its possessions. Six

of these schools are supported by private philanthropy and

m
five by the taxpayers of their aZate I

—

feel that since our nation gains from the training which these

schools afford, the financial cost of maintaining them should
-— : -

be better equalized. In another measure. I have asked for

-

$60 million for five years to provide matching grants for
r‘.---'_———-—-—l-

construction at medical and dental schools. Certainly every

= e ——

effort should be made to provide the best possible educational

facilities for the higher training of members of the medical i

profession.
\‘...________-_‘-_‘_
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HILL-BURTON ADVANCES

Another growing need in this country is for more and better
hospitals and hogpital equipment. The unprecedented population
—T— e e TRl = T

growth since World War II and the continued obsolescence of
i

existing facilities have accentuated this problem.

/ Indeed, on the basis of population foreeaat; we may expect
~ e e SR

-

almost a fourteen percent population increase for the past
' 424 S Sl

eight years. This means that were there were 100 Americans

e |

in a given hospital in 1950 there will be 114 this year. The

Hi"l_l'_:_]i_ur_tggh program has s?re 1€ inspired hospital

construction all across the country.

} Yet since 1948 the average annual apppopriation for Hill-

_—

gﬁ&g\ Burton has been about é( million dollars. Only once, in 1950,

was the full authorized amoung of $150 million dollars made

EW available to the States. Tbi‘s:’ ¥ despite the accelerating

C w
\\\
w- %‘;&need for general hospitals. With these facts in view, I have
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been urging increased appropriations for Hill-Burton, and a

three year extension of the program beyond 1959.

legislative development which I should like to commend
is the increasing interest in serving the needs of the Nation's
smaller hospitals.
T._f:m?’

Perhaps we Americans have been preoccupied too much with the

great imposing medical centers m to the detriment of

P —— v
M‘_A—é(
interest in the smaller hospitals. That is why I am that
more student nurses are now being in smaller hospitals.

j\} am thinking particularly of the unmet needs of our rural
——

population, as served by the small hospitals of our land.

In my judgment, there is a whole new frontier in rural

health which still awaits us. The great benefits which our

city people have come to enjoy, thanks to mdern medical practice,

must now be fully shared with our country people, as well.

CAYA



A thirg trend whicj I should like to commend is fhe 5;;;;; -

meny of the copcept ¢f Progressive .

ursing care is now b
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e patien

on the critical ligt, as against a~differe




INTERNATIONAL ROLE OF NURSE

The importance of domestic health legislation in meeting the
= - =

responsibilities of professional medical people for the citizens whose
L. o == it ae e

e

physical and mental welfare is dependent upon them cannot be minimized.

But the United States must also maintain every aspect of its leadership

in world affairs. This certainly includes the field of Health, Education,
;v-'-._-_-—.-—v- SRR T R —,

and Welfare. The Aﬁerican Nurses Association has evidenced its awareness
g -
a__._._,_—.-——'_'-'-.-_—‘

of this responsibility.' This awareness has been demonstrated by active
% &

(
support of the Internmational Council of Nurses, sponsorship of inter-

A __-‘-————_._________-_

national exchange of nurses, cooperation with public and private agencies
f— f\/

in the United States responsible for international programs for professional

i 1

personnel, and support of the United Nations an d especially the World
e S e —
Health Organization.
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AMERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY MESSAGE FOR FREEDOM

Let me point out that we Americans should not shrink from the
concept of revolution. The War of Independence in 1776 was one of
the most significant and beneficial revolutions which has ever occurred
on the earth's surface.

The revolution of the American Colonies, which we will be
celebrating once again in less than a month on July 4th, still
circules the world with its inspiring message.

Il\st was the revolution of the oppresseigagainat the oppressors,

the revolution of the men who believed in their individual, God-

e—— &

given rights, against those who believed in the Divine right of kings.

Z{ The world still looks to us for the concepts of peaceful constructive
_____--"-—-—\-l

revolution. Revolution against what? Revolt against whatever
e S S e —

enslaves the minds or the bpdies of man.

/ But there is another evil enslaving force; it is the slavery of
g e

superstition, the slavery of the witch doctor, and the slavery of

——
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disease which holds men within the bondage of illness. It is against

————— T i,

that bondage that you nurses serve so effectively.

———



- 15 -
The very existence of nurses, as such, in many of the underdeveloped

couﬁtries is, in itself, almost a revolutionary fact.

m—
ow,

3 = AL ﬁé‘—‘: (““2'4
As you kn = - in many of these lands,

especially in Asia, that nursing was not an attractive profession,

particularly for educated women of well-to-do families.

NURSES' SIGNIFICANCE IN UNITED STATES AID PROGRAMS

/Zlfut now, thanks, in large part, to the efforts of the World Health
%\

Organization and ths=SF@Bemef America's International Cooperation ( M/QJ
L s |
Program ~- the very attitude toward nurses, as such, has changed for
the better.
ASO far as our American foreign aid program is concerned, let me
say this: --
We must always remember that the nurse has one crucial advantage
over almost any other type of aid technician that we aeJ;Lgo a foreign

ST ———

land. The nurse actually gets into the home of the individual, or she
S——ve r

demonstrates to mid-wives, or to student nurses who, in turn, go into
'—!'-'-_-___-__'_'-—---.._____— L

individual homes.

}é<fhus, we have a person-to-person contact in the home, a human bond
e

e

between individuals, which is almost beyond compafi4L¢7\_.
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For centuries, woméen-in many /of thése lands have been considergd

P

. program un=:i/g e Ipternational Cooperation
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the Eleventh

FRUITFUL WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

!

As you know, there has been meeting in Minneapolisd
World Health Assembly. It is my pleasure to serve as a member of

the American delegation to W.H.0. Tomorrow, the Assembly is

scheduled to complete its Sessions.
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It has been a most fruitful Assembly. It has been high-lighted

by the sound American offer of over $300,000 to the W.H.O; for a

. &
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study by which that organization Min a better position to
L]
accelerate research into two of the principal killers of the world

today: cancer and heap disease.

—_— —_—

/,4:{1 Washington, in your Congress, a Senate - House Conference
e ——

Committee is right now putting the finishing touches to the Conference

Report on the 1958 Mutual Security Bill.

2

That bill contains two provisions which I sonall
A 3 f'm: P per ¥

w,t-u—éf)
‘%ﬂ: One emphasized the importance of increased health
- AN

research throughout the world; the other makes it possible for more

Se alth DM Cane

information on j#est to be translated, abstracted and disseminated
*—-_ AT e ———— —— = o —

abroad, so that it will become freely available among the nations.
_—______-'-"7 -
But, thus far, we have only scratched the surface of what we can

do and what we should do for improved health throughout the world.

-



In coﬂiusion, I can only reiterate that, as a législator and as a public
servan{y I feel that the needs of your profession must be constantly borne
in mind by those of us who have the privilege to serve in public office.
The Mrevolution of expectations™ continues in our own country and abroadg
-The individual nurse, too, has her rightful expectations. She has a right
to anticipate fairer return financially for her years df education énd training.

She has a right to anticipate a position of rightful status and prestige in
o ..V— e ¥ o i -

the ?fff_ff_fﬁf.ffgﬁﬁﬁiﬁy‘ﬁ

And, T believe that, in the years up ahead, 'she will increasingly realize
these and other expectations.

As 1 stated at the outset, the newspapers may be full of stories of the

"new look" in fashion--the chemise dress and the Msack"-—but to me, the white

G Viar J—
unifo cap and insignia are still just about the most important apparel which
- 7 S

can be worn by any woman, at lhome or abroad.
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