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85TH CONGRESS ESTABLISHED RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT: HUMPEREY 

The 85th Congress established "a remarkable record of accomplishment" in 

it second session just concluded -- "particularly in view of the executive an_d 
. . 

legislative branches of our government bein.g split betweenopposing political 

parties 11
, Senator Hubert H, Humphrey (D.,Minn.) declared yester~ay in an address 

tv".t Tracy's _comm~ity Box Car Day Festival. 

~ 
. "Meeting in the shadow of Sputni~ and t:h.e worst recession since World War 

II, the 85th Congress gave America the kind of dynamic leadership denied it by 
he Eisenhower-Nixon Administration," Senator Humphrey:"declared. 

I 
"It seized the initiative from the Administration 

by passing measures to meet the Soviet challenge, restore 
U.s. prestige in the world, and .b-olster the domestic 
economy. 

"It also built great legislative .landmarks in the 
field of. human welfare -- with new advances in health, 
education, social security, and civil rights·. 

"We met the challenge of the Space ·Age by setting up a new Space Agency, 
and enacting the Nati.onal Defense Education Act. We met the challenge of world -=r­
tensions by providing $3. 3 billion for. Mutua:!:- Security, by extending the Reci - /k1 y-­
r . . Trade Agreements ~ct fo~ _four years, an y see ng grea er ~mp emen atio 1~ 
of !Forks Of Peace ~n rea m o . oo · nd heal tg. We met the challenge of I. ~ 
a weakene~ economy at home by enacting the Area Re~e~elopment Bill, by providin L~lfd~ 
$5·5.bill~on for highway construction, and $1.8 bill~on for housing, and by ex- ~ ~ 
tens~on of unemployment benefits. ~ Y 

11We opened new frontiers for the United Stat~ttin~ {~4 
.statehood, and paving the way for similar action f~ next year. ~~-

/ 

"We exemplified our belief in 'Government with a Heart' by increasing social 
security and public assistance benef . 

~-....- ·-- -(iii . -

.- MAJOR HEALTH GAINS 

"We made the greatest advances of many decades in the entire field of 
health, through increasing hospital construction funds b 5 _ inete of-cutting 

them back as the President proposed, and authorized £he largest expenditures in 
history for greatly expanded medical r search into cancer, mental health, heart 
disease, and other med cal pro ems and diseases ofmankind. We called for 
sponsorship of an lu~ernational Health ~ar, and for a worldwide study of inter­
national health research and assistance both proposals of my own, and a study 
I have been designated to head. 

, ~ ) "We provided the most effective assistance yet offered the nation's small Of. ~1 b.lsinessmen -- both tax relief, and capital financing assistance. 

~ '~e enacted the Labor Welfare and Pension Plans Disclosure Act,,and sought ~~ 
to enact therLabor Rerg-rm BilJ_to curb abuses of .~cketters bringing alscreQit ~ 
u on the le i _ te labor movement in America. We in the Senate approved the ~ 
labor reforms -- but were oc e in e House by an unholy alliance of Big 
Business and the crooks .trying to infiltrate labor, aided and abetted by Republi-
cans following management's eeck and call despite all their talk about wanting to 
'clean up' organized labor.-----
~,.. ._ .. 

"Perhaps one of our most significant accomplishments was expanded federal aia 
to education, both in extension of the federal assistance programs for school con­
struction in areas affected by u.s. activities -- a continuation of my original 
school construction legislation adopted in 1950 -- and in the new National Defense 

Education Act() 7l!!L .~2d{~~ ~ 



~ 
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PROGRESS IN EDUCATION 

"The Education Act is a real step forward in expanding opportunities for 
young people to further their education. The bill, of which I was an original 
sponsor, provides $887,000,000 for low-cost student loans, guidance and coun­
selling training, and ai d to vocational education over a four-year period. 
Although I was disappointed at the dropping of needed scholarship programs -- as 
a result of the efforts of our own Republican congressman from Minneapolis -­
nevertheless the bill is a sound step forward and gives us basic legislation to 
build upon in the future. 

"It is regrettable that we were defeated, through lack of Administration 
ac ing, in our efforts to include more school construction in the program. Yet 

haps it is often overlooked. that over a billion and a half dollars in federal 
aid to education has already been provided since 1951 under legislation sponsored 
by myself and Senator Hill. Since the original school construction bill which I 
sponsored back in 1950, federal contributions amounting toj8t4:850,000 h~:':e beep 
maae for school construction in areas affected by federal act v~ties. Appro­
priations of the recent Congress will add another $20G million for the same pur­
pose. In addition, there have been payments to school -districts for operation 
of these same schools amounting to $619,170,000 under legislation sponsored 
by Senator Hill." 

MUCH ·YET TO DO 

II . Of course, much remains to be done; many challenges still face us for 
1959,particularly new and better farm legislat~ 

...:- ------- - - , . . . . 

"Democrats would have passed many additional measures in the public in­
terest at the last session but for the opposition of the Eisenhower-Nixon 
Administration, and the Republicans in Congress ·-- measures such as a more 
effective farm program, ·broader labor reforms, new atomic power reactors, vital 
community public works, and school construction. 

11If the American people show at the ballot box in ·November that they want 
and need constructive, progressive leadership, we will return to Congress next 
January with the kind of liberal majorities we need to complete many of these 
urgently needed legislative programs," Senator Humphrey declared. 
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