
VICTORY'S CHALLENGE 

Address by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
Minnesota DFL Victory Dinner 
Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis 

Saturday night, December 13, 1958 

~ It is good to be able to be with so marJO' lo;yal, 

dedicated, and devoted fellow DFL'ers tonight at this 

great Victory Dinner. 

~We won an impressive victor,y, in Minnesota and 

throughout the nation. 

Because #left the United States the day after the 

election to carry out some Senate assignments abroad, this 

is roy first opportunity to discuss the election, and what 

I am convinced it means -- or should mean -- to us, and to 

our countr,y. I am ~unity to do it, --
at home, with my own close friends -- the people who have 

been so instrumental in making our impressive record of DFL 

( 



vote of confidence given our party's political leadership 

in Minnesota. 

We certainly have every right to be proud of the 

~te&Lias tic re-election of one of America's greatest 

Governors -- a real champion of progress, who combines 

vision with ability in performance: our own Governor Orville 

~ 
L. Freeman. 

have every right to be tremendously proud, too, over 

the election of one of the greatest of the entire new group 

of energetic and progressive Democratic Senators added to 
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the United States Senate -- the victory of former 

Congressman Eugene J. McCarthy of St. Paul. The nation 

alrea~ knows Eugene McCarthy as a brilliant, liberal J ~ ~ 
IAJ,//r-

public servant; it will get to know him better in the 
'l 

years ahead. 

We are equalcy proud of the vote of confidence 

extended by our fellow Minnesotans in re-election of 

Congressman John Blatnik of the Eighth District, of 

~Cong~ssman ~oy Wier of the Third District -- and in the 

election of an outstanding new House colleague who fits 

well with that team in Congressman-elect Joseph Karth 

of tne Fourth District. 

The DFL Party can be proud of such representation. 

Minnesota can be assured of effective and dedicated service. 



11(9t' 
I "" 
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Perhaps they do not always have the opportunity of 

sharing quite as much in the limelight, but we are equally 

proud of the calibre of the other constitutional officers 

we have re-elected -- Lieutenant Governor Karl Rolvaag, 

Attorney General Miles Lord, Secretary of State Joseph 

Donovan -- and of the new member of our state administrative 

DFL team, Railroad and Warehouse Commissioner Ron Anderson. 

The same goes for our great and growing family of liberal 

and those elected for the first time. 

,{-j''' ) 
'\ There may at times appear to be differences within our 

family, as there are on occasions in any family -- but it 

• 
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think for a m:>ment we do not stand shoulder to shoulder 

))e."" ,e..&~+$ 
together as for common goals of progress and / 

development. 

We have room for and want people of conviction' who 

will speak up for their convictions within our party.-~ 

framework. We are not a party of "thought control", or 

rigid intellectual discipline. We want to be a blend of 

the best that is in all of us -- and all of us have something 

to contribute. 

l We have plenty of room for differing viewpoints. It 

keeps our party healt ctive and ale J . 
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<Victory parties are an appropriate 

self-appraisal, as well as jubilation • 

occasion for 

.!, Everybody likes to win. The im;portant thing, 

~ 
however, is what we won for -- and what weAdo with our 

victory. 

~We must squarely face the responsibilities of 

victory. A trust has been bestowed upon us. Ours is 

now the task of proving we can adequately fulfill that 

trust. To do it, we must assess carefully why and how -
we won. 
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/._,Minnesota provides a unique opportunity for such 

an appraisal, for the nature of our DFL poll tics -- and 

our successes -- hold an important lesson already becoming 

evident nationwide. 

~ 
Well created a party with a purpose, a party built on 

ideals -- and dedicated to furthering those ideals by ~ ~J 

}'fllf!''''W<Q"~ ~ 0 

~Our purpose ~ to serve people, to be deeply concerned 
====-:' 

about the well-being of people -- all people. 
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opportunit 
I 

We dedicated ourselves 
" 

so effectively and impressively articulated 

in the last two nationwide Presidential campaigns by Adlai 
' ~ ~ tltl ( ~·~t 

Stevenson(we clung to those ideals regardless ~~ )..ef bv-tJ'~_;:!.,~f 

-~----•:s in 1952 an~ 1956. We cling to them today. 
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They stood us in good stead in the recent election, and 

upon the same type of poll tics we believe we can best 

win in }.960~ 

~Whether we in Minnesota :;d a t r:,nd,.:. or just had 

the foresight to better interpret its inevitability, the 

-----~~-----------~ 
fact is that our insistence upon building s party more 

interested in issues than patroJlSge, more interested in - . 
performance for people than pe?Petustion of s politics} 

ma.chine, and more interested in the future than in the 

-~ ~ 
past, paid good dividends :iu~s 'Ill§ s solid foundation 

;'\ ' t> 
@IX 

for steadily expa.nding victories in 1948, 1952, ~ 
~ -

1956, and, now, in 1958. ____. 

,u) 
Ours ,. s party of youth Sli vigor, along with 



young and strong for leadership -- yet we sought and 
~ ....... 
took advice and counsel from the depth of experience of 

those 

wiim tJ• • a 1 

vW encountered a mellpwing of judgment and reason based upon 

experience. 

...__ 

~ 
result~ new brand of practical liberalism-­
~~-

never compromising on principle, but seeking reality and 
' ~~ 

practicality in accomplishment. ... ., -

~ In this compl.ex world of politics, as well. as life 

itself, not all is sharply black or white, good or evil. 

People of differing views can have equal depth of 

convicti on. 
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Without sacrificing our own determination, we 

..f<.uA ~ to extend respect to those with whom we 

differed -- and have always held out the hope that they, 

too, would~ the same respect for 

sincerity of our own beliefs and convictions 

We have endeavored to argue our case on the basis 

of reason and judgment, not on the basis of ridicule 

To the degree that we have been able to hew to 

~..Jw.J:r 
that coll7"se, we have ~~d ~the level of politics 

in the Midwest. To the degree that such mutual respect, 

amidst differing viewpoints, can be preserved, we . ' 

honestly believe we st~then, rather than undermine/ 

the preservation of a strong two-party system so 

essential 1 :fli?:::£.a..-.checks and balances of&. democracy. 

/ 

, 
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The best measure of success of our efforts, perhaps, 

is not just from our victories in Minnesota alone. 

L,Father, it is the extent to which this kind of 

politics is spreading in the DeiOOcratic Party nationally. 

~ It bas not been the old areas of "JJachine politics"-

~ ...... llllllllllll .. ~e, where the DeiOOcratic gains have 

been made in 1954, 1956, and m:>st of all in 1958. Instead, 

it has been in the areas of new blood -- the areas where 

young idealists have fused new spirit into our party, and 

lifted its objectives to winning for a constructive purpose, 

rather than for poll tical power itself. 

-- and shown its greatest progress 

J 



Democrats 
Look at the array of capable, competent, youno men we/have 

Added to the Conr;ress, to the Senate, and to our growincr liPt 

of Governors, .both in this recent election and two ye[lrs e1~o. 

Yet remember th8t none of them won Plane. 
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Take a good look at what is happening to our 

party nationally, and you will see what I mean. It is 

young men of ideals and purpose -- for their country, 

not just for themselves -- that are giving it new vigor. 

Look at the McNichols aDd ::.e=ll of Colorado, ~~~ ~ 
ofr Proxmire , of Wis~sin~e Churches of Idaho, the 

'ft. · 4~J ~ f iJJii{M-~~ - ~ . 1 fUAJ ~~~~.~ - .. 
Monroneys and ~nd~ons of Oklah~, the Jacksons ~ I' """"1'''"1'""1'? f 
Washington, the Neubergers and Morses of Oregon -- and 

~~ 
now the McGees of Wyoming, the Willi~ of New Jersey, 

the Muskies of Maine, the DiSalles of Ohio, the Engles 

and Browns of California, the Mosses of utah -- and, of 

course -- the McCarthys of Minnesota. 

I am purposefully using the plural, rather than 

the singul,ar, in menti9t.dng these na.me's at randol!l among 

,r 

many entitled ro~imilar recognition. :ror n-one of' them 

"""aJonP.~_, of us win alone. We are but symbolic of 



In many states , ne1o11 and enerp,;etic leeldership has 

fnfused more spirit into ·Party or~ani78tions . ln others, experienced 

veterans of Party leadership are ll18kim< better use of new ::nd upcoming 

lwEX'U.,iYNil"!''"Jl younP' men and l·JOmen, dedicated t~he ideals of our Party . 
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of the feeling and sentiment of the groups and people 

with which we associate O!IJf .. ••s, and those of like 

purpose who make our victory possible. And it is amply 
I 

evident that they are ever-increasing in number. 

4 These, then, are the people creating the Democratic 

Party of today, and creating the new areas of its greatest 

strength 

"' It is not just in the candidates themselves that 

we find this quality of leadership -- of idealistic 

purpose, and dedicated ~e~. It is in our party officers 
~ -



our country. 

< Wherever we have ~ven the Democratic Party real 

purpose for all the people, a'l Ol Mmn Jwt &t!l!f!:tsh 

M••••••••-., we hav7 made great strides of 

progress. 

Of course, there is good reason for the growing 

acceptance of our Democratic Party westward -- for the 
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spirit of our party fits the ~~ expansion, and -
restless drive for progress of the west. We have won 

in the west not only because of the kind of people we 

have put forward as our spokesmen, but also because we 

have stood for what the west needs 

We have been the party for constantly greater 

development, for expansion rather than contraction of 

our free enterprise system; the party with real depth of 

appreciation of the vital necessity for conservation and 

preservation of our great natural resources, coupled with 

sound and prudent judgment in putting them to the nx>st 

practical use for the benefit of the most people. 

In truth, we have progressed because we have become 

a party with a purpose of doing things, rather than just 

a party of patronage and machines and personal power. 
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~ We have helped the American poll tical system to 

grow up, and display a new maturity. We have come to 

the point where we are less concerned with the old school 

of political manipulation# that involves putting togethez: 

trying to add them up to accumulate a hodge-podge majority 

force that might have the power to win -- but little 

common aim of just why it wants to win. That is the old 

era of' having to balance tickets deliberately with men 

of' dif'f'ering faiths and racial or cultural backgrounds --

more f'or the purpose of' attracting votes, than f'or the 

nobler purpose of' protecting the common rights of' all. -
~ Instead, we have become an all-American party that 

recognizes all people on the basis of' individual dignity~~ 
"' 

and all candidates on the basis of' individual merit"-!;,.._ 5 

party mature enough to unite on basic issues, and to 
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maintain a. respect for differing ra.cia.l, religious, or 

cultural backgrounds that overrides prejudices of the 

past. 

~Recent elections offer proof of that maturity, 

We have tossed a. lot of old poll tical cliches into the 

discard. 

< When we 
(W~ 

ca.n elect ~Catholic in a. tra.di tionally 

Scandinavian Protestant state •••• 

When a. primarily rural state like ours ca.n elect 

a. Minneapolis Mayor to represent the entire state in 

the United States Senate, a.s in my case, a.nd yet 

California., with its great urban population, ca.n choose 

a. country Congressman from its most remote hinterlands 

a.s its new u. s. Senator •••• 



',Jhen we a.re seeinf!; an ever- increasing number of similar examples 

showing the basic \-1. sdom of voters , herever they may be •••• 



-19-

When a college professor can be elected to the 

Senate from the cowboy state of Wyoming •••• 

<When the tall timber and oountain country of IQaho 

can send to the Senate a brilliant young lawyer l!M!e .. - "' -
pnlr 4ill!felft' ••• 

~ , I am eonv.!.nced, we have ~n we are growing 

up as a party -- and are providing leadership to build 

America, wherever we find it, and whatever its background. 

We are providing America with representatives alert to 

20th Century needs and problems -- and men capable of 

doing something about them. 

< As IlemJerats, we aeeept the mandate of victory :"' 

build a program for America geared to America"~ needs. 
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~ We have the framework of such a program now 

evolving, with contributions to it coming from all 

geographical areas of the country, and all segments of 

the Democratic Party. 

( There need be no ·quarrel over authorship of such - --
a program, for our purpose must be to put together the 

very best we can devise from the combined resources, 

judgment, and experience of our Congressional leadership, -
our Democratic National Committee and its Advisory Council, 

nonpolitical experts dedicated to specialized fields of 

education, health, economic development, human rights, 

agriculture, social welfare, defense, and international 

relations. 

~ It will be a libexal program, because ours is the 

liberal party -- and the American people have indicated 

a vote of confidence in liberal leadership. 
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Yet, it will be constructively and sanely liberal, 

providing assurance to all segments of our economy that 

we can build soundly for future growth and development, 

and higher living standards at home and abroad, within 

free democratic institutions, without any of the 

recklessness which some profess to fear. 

I. Quite the contrary, such a forward-looking program 

would be far less dangerous to our country than running the 

risk of shutting our eyes to the weak spots in our economy, 

or areas of neglect in our society that urgently need 

attention. 

/. ImmediateJ.y after Christ.Bs I shall retum to 

Washington to start work on perfecting such a program, 

working both with our Democratic leadership and the sizeable 

bloc of new Senators soon to join us in strengthening liberal 

forces in the Senate. 
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J.. lie are going to improve the a.a-.-.-'l!i!i:ce procedures 

of Congress itself'. 

LThe time is long overdue to adequately and 

responsibly provide for the rights of a majority to make 

decisions on vital issues. 

L Yet it will. be done with ful.l. proVision for adequate 

debate. The rights of minorities must be respected, in 

and out of Congress. Concern about assuring majority 

rule in the Congress is aimed to a great degree at better 

protecting minority rights outside of Congress. We 

cannot allow ourselves to protect only the rights of the 

minorities with whicn we agree, and abuse those of others 
' 

with whom we may disagree. 

Rule 22 is going to be changed -- but it cannot be 

changed by demagoguery or trickery or political threats. 
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l... It has taken us a long time to come this far, and it is 

going to require careful guidance, prudent judgment, and 

poll tical statesmanship to achieve the final results we 

seek. We will need every possible vote, and we must 

work diligently and persistently to get them -- but with 

thorough consideration of' every Senator's individual 

viewpoint. 

~ We are determined never to neglect our e~, 
because we are convinced that a recession is too costly 

a luxury :f'or us to a:f':f'ord. 

L, We need mre teachers and mre schools, and better 

teachers and better schools at every educational level --

and we are convinced Americans will be unsatisfied with 

less than the best of' educational opportunity :f'or our 

young people. 
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~e are deeply concerned over the growing toll of 

sickness, in cost to the individual and economic loss to 

the country. We are detennined to wage an aggressive 

~~ ....... 
effort to wipe out diseas~ and im;prove availabill ty of 

adequate medical care -- an effort in which we wholeheartedly 

welcome the increasingly helpful cooperation of the medical 

profession and its many related fields of health care and 

service. 

~ere is much more that needs to be done, but 

nothing should take greater priority than building a 

cllma.te for a just and secure peace._,.. ..... • 

~ We must quietly go about our business of strengtheni.ng 

our defenses, yet aggressively launch, and persistently 

maintain, a bolder program of "works of peace". 

,:( These ""ed not be in coni'l.ict at all. 
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When robbers roam the streets, we need to have 

police -- but we also need hospitals, schools, parks, 

industry, and jobs to maintain a well ordered society. 

Police alone cannot meet society's needs. 

J..., Haw well we as Democrats do in 1960, in !J11f 

opinion, hinges on how well we fulfill such aims 

between now and 1960. 

( It is always heartening and encouraging, of 

course, to read about the brighter prospects for a 

Denx>cra~~ctory in 1960, and how easy that victory 

may be. Let us not get so enthralled with the power 

of victory that we forget what we won f2!: last month. 

< Let us make sure we make good on the job we promised 

to do. 

< The real :formula :for success in 1960 is what we 
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Democrats are able to do in the Congress, in Statehouses, 

and in city governments between now and 196<>. 

L, When I conducted nr:f campaign in 1.954, nr:f sl.ogan 

was "Senator Humphrey Gets Things Done". 

For 1959 and 196<>, we need to convince the country 

that "Deloocrats Get Things Done" __. 

/. It is interesting, of course, to read of prospective 

Presidential candidates. It is flattering to be mentioned 

anx>ng the possibilities. The political jockeying for a 

Presidential nomination is always exciting to people who 

like politics -- and undoubtedly some will devote a lot 

of time to it during the next two years. 

l... For nr:f part, I woul.d prefer concentrating whatever 

energy and a bill ty I may have -- and all my time -- toward 
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producing a record of achievement for our party -- and 

a record of progress and peace and hope for our country 

and the world. 

I We need mo:" poli,tical. perto'i""""'e, and ~ewer 
political performers. 

I. It is not as important ~or us, as Democrats, to 

be concerned about who our standard bearer might be in - . . 
196<>, as it is to be concerned about how we can best 

fulfill the responsibilities we already have. 

~ It is not as important ~or lle!IDcrats to be 

mobilizing forces in behalf of one prospective nominee 

or another during the next two years, as it is for us 

to be mobilizing effective forces in behalf of the 

ideals and programs in, which we believe. 
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i Our party, and our country, can be better served 

in 1959 and 1960 by getting things done that need to be 

done for our fellow man, at home and abroad -- than in 

getting convention delegates pledged. 

~For my part, I am not as mucll concerned over the 

"Who" of 1960 as I am the ''how" and the "what for". Let 

us keep our hearts and minds set on purpose, not just -
political preference. 

confidence in 1960, must be a responsible, constructive 

approach to building a climate for world peace regardless 

of partisan divisions between the Executive and Legislative 

branches of our government. 

h Fortunate~, in the field oi' foreign policy, there ' 

~ i~genuine bipartisanship -- insofar as the objectives are 
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{).;,/~1 
concerned. We support the objectives of the Roosevelt, 

..4 

Truman, and Eisenhower Administrations. Basically, 

those objectives are: 

Defense against Communist aggression, wherever 

it occurs. 

2. Expansion of the areas of freedom wherever 

possible. 

3· Cooperation and assistance for the 
) 

developing and rising nations of Asia, Africa, and Latin 

America. 

4. Support of and active participation in the 

United Nations, and expanded use of its many facilities 

and agencies. 

5. And, finally, mutual defense and mutual 

assistance. 

Our responsible bipartisan cooperation on foreign 

policy goes even beyond these broad objectives. In time 

• 
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of serious concern, we can and do maintain an essential 

unity of purpose, so that our country can present a 

united front. 

/ Currently, two examples are NATO and West Berlin. 

~ rt , 
~must remember that the main objective of the 

Kremlin is to .weaken NATO, and divide the free world's 

allies. The Soviet cannot win either a cold war or a 

hot war, if the free world stands united. 

l. As Democrats, we are pledged to active participation 

in and leadership of the NATO alliance -- not only in -
tems of military policy, but politically and economically 

as well. 

~ We believe in closer poli_t ... i .... ca .. l_ c_oo_ p ... e .. ration and unity 

for all NATO partners. 
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'-... NATO needs to be strengthened on the economic 

front, by a closer economic integration of Europe and the 

u.s. 

~ NATO needs to expand its horizons in the field of 

economic assistance, to the areas of Africa and Asia, . -
where NATO countries have historic responsibilities. 

In West Berlin, it is imperative that there be 

complete unity of all political forces -- not only in 

America but in the Western Alliance. 

"' The SOviet Union bas as its immediate objec"l;j_ve to 

destroy the freedom of West Berlin. 

L., West Berlin is an island in the sea of Soviet 

imperialism. West Berlin is a denncratic oasis, in the 
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desert of totalitarianism. It represents hope to 

millions who are presently behind the Iron Curtain. 

It represents democratic strength in one of the most 

crucial areas of the world. It has as its Mayor a 

truly great and courageous democratic leader. 

i... Is it a.ey wonder that the Communists woul.d like 

to do away with it 'l All the more reason we must never 

let this Communist threat become a reality. 

Now these are objectives that everyone should \ 

support. 

It is to the means of fulfillment of objectives - ~ 

that we must give our attention. 

~ We should make it clear to the world that we 

have a specific, definite program of works for peace. 

Let me mention a few. 
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1. We should emphasize a long-term food program, 

as a means of aiding and helping the food deficit areas 

of the world. 

emphasis to a broad world health program. 

3· We should emphasize the importance of education, 

particularly vocational and technical education, in the 

newly developing areas of the world:. Whatever happened 

to the President's proposal of five years ago at Baylor 

University to build vocational schools or to help in 

establishment of vocational schools in Asia, Africa, and 

Latin America? It was a good idea, and it should be 

carried out ldi It> _d.,' 
4:1&~~ 
S. Wt ~ 

emphasis that is needed in foreign policy, and the means 

to make it more effective. 



-34-

' At all times, we must remember that Amerlcan 

military strength must be second to none. We need f'ar 

less talk about rockets, missiles and other military 

power -- and much IOOre fulfillment. 

0JJ We need far less talk that portrays us as a l 
bellicose and belligerent people, and much IOOre emphasis 

I 

t ... ::::::: 

\ 
\ 

I on our programs and policies to ~elp people Uve. _ ___) 

~ OUr program must be one that has as its objective~ 
I 

~ The world is weary of war, and threats of war. :--,---_) 

The people of' this world want someone to help them 

on the path of' helping themselves, rather than someone to 

frighten them. -
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~ What the world needs is hope and promise, not 

fear and tragedy. 

That, to me, is victory's challenge to Deloocrats --

in 1958 and 196o. 

-0- . 
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From the Office of For Release: Sunday A. M. 
December 14, 1958 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
14o Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 
CApitol 4-3121, ext. 2424 

SENATOR IflJMEHREY ANALyzES DEMOCRATIC PARTY STRENGTH AND ffiOSPECTS 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D, Minn. ) returning from his European 

trip to make his first major political address since the November elections, 

told a victory rally of his Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party in Minneapolis 

last night that "while it is important for us, as Democrats, to be con-

cerned about who our standard bearer might be in 1960, it is more important 

to be concerned about how we can best fulfill the ±esponsibilities we already 

have. " 

"It is not so important for Democrats to be 
mobilizing forces in behalf of one prospective 
nominee or another during the next two years, " 
the Minnesota Democrat pointed out, "as it is for 
us to be mobilizing effective forces behind the 
ideals and programs in which we believe • 11 

"Our party, and our country, can better be served in 1958 and 1960 

by getting things done that need to be done for our fellow men at home and 

abroad than in getting convention delegates pl~ed, 11 Senator Humphrey added. 

Senator Humphrey stressed the fact that the Democratic victories in .November 
resulted in part because "we dedicated ourselves early to the democratic ideals 
so effectively and impressively articulated in the last two presidential 
campaigns by Adlai Stevenson" and held to these convictions even through two 
successive defeats. 

He pointed out also that the Democratic Party has gained a new vigor, a new 

maturity and a ''new western accent. 11 

"We have won in the West, 11 he said, "not only because of the kind of people 
we have put forth as our spokesmen, but also because we have stood for what the 
West needs -- and America needs. We have been the party for constantly greater 
development, for expansion rather than contract1on of our free enterprise system, 
with real depth of appreciation of the vital necessity for conservation and pres­
ervation of our great natural resources -- coupled with sound judgment in putting 
them to the most practical use for the benefit of more people." 
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"As Democrats" , Senator Humphrey declared , "we accept tbe mandate of 
victory to build a program for America geared to American needs." 

"Our most urgent purpose is to deserve tbe country's confidence in 196o, 

and it must be by a responsible , constructive approacb to building a climate for 

world peace regardless of partisan division between tbe executive and legislative 

brancbes of our government." 
;1 

Fortunately, in tbe field of foreign policy, tbere is genuine bipartisansbip 

insofar as tbe objectives are concerned. But it is to tbe means of fulfilling ,, 
tbese objectives tbat we must give our closest attention. 

·~e sbould make it clear to tbe world tbat we bave a specific, definite 

program of works for peace: 

1. We sbould empbazize a long term food program, as a means 

of aiding and belping tbe food-deficient areas of tbe 

world. 

2. We ougbt to givqieadersbip and increased empbasis to a broad 

world bealtb program. 

3· We sbould empbasize tbe importance of education 

particularly vocational and tecbnical education in tbe 

newly developing areas of tbe world." 

"Of course we support tbe objectives of tbe Roosevelt , Truman, and Eisenbower 

Administrations: Basically tbose ob j ectives are: 

1. Defense against Communist aggression wberever it occurs. 

2. Expansion of tbe areas of freedom wherever possible. 
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3. Cooperation and assistance for the developing of rising 

nations in Asia, Africa , and Latin America . 

4. Support of and active participation in the United Nations 

and expanded use of its many facilities and agencies. 
If 

5. And , finally , mutual defense and mutual assistance. 

11 Our responsible bipartisan cooperation on foreign policy goes even beyond 

those broad ob jectives. In time of serious concern we can and do maintain a~ 

essential unity of purpose so that our country can present a united front. 

" Currently two examples are NATO and West Berlin. We must remember that 

the main objective of the Kremlin is to weaken NATO and divide the free world allies. 

The Soviet can not win either a cold war or a hot war if the free world stands 
,, 

united . 

"At all tim~ we must rememeer that American military strength must be second 

to none , and capable of dealing with a wide variety of military threats. We need 

far less talk about rockets, missiles and other military power-- and much more 

capabilities in being." 

·~e need far less talk that portrays us as a bellicose and belligerent people , 

and much more emphasis on programs and policies to help people live more meaningful 

lives. 

"In the field of domestic policy, we are also e§ing to have a liberal program, 

because ours is the liberal party -- and the American people have indicated a vote 

of confidence in liberal leadership." 
. I 
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"There need be no quarrel of authorship of such a program for the purpose must 

be to put together the very best we can devise from the combined resources, 

judgement, and experience of our Congressional leaders, our Democratic National 

Committee and its Advisory Council , our Democratic Governors around the country, 

and competent known political experts dedicated to specialized fields of education, 

health , economic development , human rights, agriculture , social welfare, defense, 

and international relations. 

"It will be constructively and sanely liberal , providing assurances to all 
segments of our economy that we can build soundly for future growth and development 
and higher living standards at home and abroad within free democratic institutions 
without any of the recklessness which some profess to fear. 

"Quite the contrary , such a forward looking program would be far less dangerous 
to our country- than shutting our eyes to the weak spots in our economy or areas of 
neglect in our society that urgently need attention. 

"Immediately after Christmas I shall return to 
Washington to start work on perfecting sucha program, 
working both with old Democratic leadership and the 
sizeable block of new Senators soon to join us in strengthening 
liberal forces in the Senate." 
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« We are going to improve the Democratic procedures of 

Congress itself. 

The time is long overdue to adequately and responsibly 
provide for the rights of a majority to make decisions on vital 
issues. 

Yet it will be done with full preservation for adequate 

debate. The rights of minorities must be respected in and out 

of Congress. Concern about assuring majority rule in the Congress 

is aimed to a greater degree at better protecting minority rights 

outside of Congress. We can not allow ourselves to protect only 

the rights of the minorities with which we agree, and abuse those 

of others with whom we may disagree. 

Rule 22 is going to be changed -- but it can not be 

changed by demagogues or political threat. It has taken us 

a long time to come this far, and it is going to require careful 

guidance, prudent judgment, and political statesmanship to achieve 

the final results we seek. 

We are determined never to neglect our economy 
because we are convinced that a recession is too 
costly a luxury for us to afford. 

We need more teachers and more schools, and better teachers 
and better schools at every educational level -- and we are convinced 
Americans will be unsatisfied with less than the best of educational 
opportunities for our young people. 

We are deeply concerned over the growing toll of sickness 
in cost to the individual and economic loss to our country . We 
are determined to wage an Rff&KttxR aggressive effort to wipe out 
disease and improve availability of adequate medical care -- an 
effort in which we wholeheartedly welcome the increasingly helpful 
cooperation of the medical profession and its many related fields 
of health care and service 

Our programs for 1959 and 1960 must reflect these great 

f/ 
issues and needs. 
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