
From the Office of 
Senator Hu'Qert H. Humphrey 
140 Senate Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 

FOR RELEASE: Sunday A.M. IS 

February 15, 1959 
CApi tol 4-3121, Ext. 2424 

DEMOCRATS FlLLlNG NATION'S VACUUM OF LEADERSHIP: SENATOR HUMPHREY 

The Democratic Party is "filling the vacuum of executive leadership confront-

ing our country, II Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) declared last night at a 

Victory Dinner in Helena, Mont., sponsored by the Montana State Democratic Central 

Committee. 

"As Democrats, we have accepted the mandate of victory to build a program 
for America geared to America's needs," he declared. 

I~e are determin~d to provide a program of construc­
tive action as our answer to the do-nothingism of the tired, 
conservative men who are now at the helm of the executive 
branch of our government. 

"We have the framework of such a program now evolving in the current Con­
gress, with contributions to it coming from all geographical areas of the country, 
and all segments of the Democratic Party. 

'~e are determined never to neglect our economy, because we are convinced 
that a recession is too costly a luxury for us to afford. 

"We need more teachers and more schools, and better teachers and better 
schools at every educational level -- and we are convinced Americans will be un­
satisfied with less than the best of educational opportunity for our young people. 

'~e are deeply concerned over the growing toll of sickness, in cost to the 
individual and economic loss to the country. We are determined to wage an aggres­
sive effort to wipe out disease through research and improve availability of ade­
quate medical care -- an effort in which we wholeheartedly welcome the increas­
ingly help~ cooperation of the medical profession and its many related fields 
of health care and service. 

"There is much more that needs to be done, but nothing should take greater 
priority than building a climate for a just and secure peace. 

I~e must quietly go about our business of strengthening our defenses, yet 
aggressively launch, and persistently maintain, a bolder program of "Works for 
Peace. II 

"These need not be in conflict at all. When robbers roam the streets, we 
need to have police -- but we also need hospitals, schools, parks, industry, and 
jobs to maintain a well-ordered society. Police alone cannot meet society's 
needs -- either at home, or throughout the world. 

I~e need far less talk that portrays us as a belli­
cose and belligerant people, and much more emphaSis on our 
program and ~olicies to help people live. OUr program 
must be one that has as its objective better living for 
people everywhere. 

liThe world is weary of war, and threats of war. The people of this world 
want someone to help them on the path of helping themselves, rather than someone 
to frighten them. What the world needs is hope and promise, not fear and tragedy. 

"That's the responsibility we Democrats have inherited as a result of our 
victory in 1958 -- and a responsibility we must fulfill to win in 1960," Senator 
Humphrey declared. 
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VICTORY'S RESPONSIBILITY 

Excerpts from an Address by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D. ,Minn.) 
Montana Democratic Victory Dinner 

Helena, Montana 
Saturday, February 14, 1959 

~~It is a great privilege for me to be out here in the 

home state of two such great Senators as my colleagues Jim Murray 

=-
and Mike Mansfield, and such outstanding members of the House as 

your other fine Con-

gressm 

every right to be proud of all four of your 

representatives in the United States Congress. Believe me, we 

in Washington are proud of them -- and proud to work with them. 

~tt~ 
~ 

Somehow, I feel at home in Montana. You know 1 we in 

Minnesota have much in common with you in tradition, culture, 

population backgrounds -- and, yes, in economic problems. We 

~I 
are both dependent upon agriculturet)and ,;ening;. we both have a -

.( 
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We proved that in Minnesota 

by giving the United States Senate a good Senator McCarthy, 

and helping bring proper respect back to that good old Irish 

name. 

~I am glad that this occasion is honor~ your Democratic 

legislators, as they are closest to the people and provide a 

real base for a solid party organization. 

* * * * * 

~Victory parties ~e an appropriate occasion for self-

appraisal, as well as jubilation. 

~veryone likes to win. The important thing, however, 

is what we ~r -- and what we intend to do with our victory. 



o•u t.lr 

11~ _Q_w~ib-M;t-~~~ 
~We have created a party with a purpose, a party 

# ~:::: 

built on ideals -- and dedicated to furthering those ideals 

by constructive and responsible action. 

~Our purpose is to serve people, to be deeply concerned 

about the well-being of people -- all people. 

~ We have had the vision to look ahead, to plan for 

tomorrow! We are not afraid of the future -- we welcome it. 

~e have had the courage to believe there is always 

opportunity in America to make democracy more effective --

to bring closer to fUll realization the inspiring dreams of ~ 

justice and equal economic opportunity for all. 

We have dedicated ourselves to the democratic ideals 

so effectively and impressively articulated ~~> 

~ ae==Pr~ia:t camp;!gils oy .. Adl:~• e so , 

~4a~~~ 
Woodrow 1/Uson, Eranklin Delano Roosevelt, ~~ 
c}-~ \ 
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***** 

more patronage, 

p.,-e.:::rfs::o:::;;rmans::~c-e for . pt.le than perp:tuat: 

oooz\6 

deed, ours is p of youth and vigor along with 
~ 

We have turned o t e young and strong fo leadership 

-- yet e sought and took dv ce and counsel from the depth of 



experience 

The res t i 

ity and 

***** 

complex world of politics 1 

itself, not all 

People 

ly -- but it would be a 

our political opponent to ever think for a 

do not stand shoulder to shoulder to ther as Demo-

e have room for and want people of conviction who will 

up for their convictions ~thin our party's framework. We 
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are not a party of "thought control", or rigid intellectual 

discipline. We want to be a blend of the best that is in all 

of us -- and all of us have something to contribute. 

~es1 we have p1enty of room f~r differi~ viewpoints. 

It keeps our party healthy, active, and alert. 

***** 

We have endeavored to argue our case on the basis 

of reason and judgment, not on the basis of ridicule or per---
sonal abuse. 

To the degree that we have been able 'to hew to that 

course, we have helped to elevate the level of politics in the 



itself'. 

of' a 

-- and shown its greatest progress and gains f'rom 



the Alleghenies westward. 

ideals 

-~ 
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0 oo22\ 

there is gCDl reason :f'or the growing 

Party westward -- :f'or the 

spirit of' our party fits the growth, expansion, and restless .._ ____ _ 
drive :f'or progress of' the west. We have won in the west not 

only because o:f' the kind of' people we have put forward as our 



-10-
002 22. 

enterprise system; the party with real depth of appreciation 

of the vital necessity for conservation and preservation of 

our greEt natural resources, coupled with sound and prudent 

judgment in putting them to the most practical use for the 

benefit of the most people. 

***** 

~have helped -~-~~ican political system to 

grow up, and display a new maturity. 

~e have become an all-American party that recognizes 
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all people on the basis of individual dignity and worth, and 

"-

all candidates on the basis of individual merit -- yes, a 

party mature enough to unite on basic issues, and to maintain 
r-

a respect for differing racial, religious, or cultural back-

grounds that override prejudices of the past. 

~ Recent elections offer proof of that maturity. We 

have tossed a lot of old political cliches into the discard. 

~When we can elect an Irish Catholic in a traditionally 

Scandinavian Protestant state ••••• like we did in Minnesota--­

~ When a primarily rural state like mine can elect a 

Minneapolis Mayor to represent the entire state in the United 

States senate, as in my case, and yet California, with its 

great urban population can choose a country Congressman from 

its most remote hinterlands as its new United States Senator ••• 

~When a college professor can be elected to the Senate 

from the cowboy state of Wyoming. • • ~ +/J._ . 



~When the tall timber and mountain counQJl tJ~ 2 4 

can send to the Senate a brilliant young lawyer ••• 

When we are seeing an ever-increasing number of 

similar examples showing the basic wisdom of voters, whereYer 

they may be ••• 

%-I am convinced, we have shovm we are growing 
-· r-14._~ 

up as a party -- and are providing leadership to build America, 

wherever we find it, and whatever its background. We are pro-

viding America with representatives alert to 20th Century needs 

and problems -- a:>.d men capable of doing something about them. 

***** 

~As Democrats, ~-~v~ ~cepted the mandate of victory 

to build a program for America geared to America's needs. 

We are filling the vacuum of executive leadership 

c onfronting our country -- and your ovm Mike Mansfield is playing 

is 
avital role in the responsible leadership our Party/offering in the 
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Congress. 

~ ~ are determined to produce a program of constructive 

action as an answer to the do-nothingism of the tired, old, sick 

and conservative men who are now at the helm of the executi-ve 

branch of our government. 

r-------------------1 We have the framework of' such a program now evolving 

in the current Congress, with contributions to it coming f'rom 

all geographical areas of the country, and all segments of the 

Democratic Party. 

perience 

Committee 



~will be a liberal program, because ours is the 

liberal party -- and the American people have indicated a 

vote of confidence in liberal leadership. 

Yet, it will be constructively and sanely liberal, 

providing assurance to all segments of our economy that we 
~1::::::> 

can build soundly for the future growth and development,. 

and higher living standards at home and abroad wi b!A: ' e 

***** 

> 
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determined never to neglect our ec~ 

~ -

b cause we are convinced that a recession is too a luxury 

to afford ~o--­

~e need more teachers and mare schools, and better 

teachers and better schools at every educational level --

than the best of educational opportunity for our young people. 

~e are deeply concerned over the growing toll of 

sickness, in cost to the individual and economic loss to the 

country. We are determined to wage an aggressive effort to 

wipe out disease through research and improve availability of 
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~ The real formula for success in 196o is what we Demo-

crats are able to do in the Congress, in Statehouses, and in city 

governments between now and 1960. 

When I conducted m:y campaign in 1954, m:y slogan was 

"Senator Humphrey Gets Things Done" 

For 1959 and 196o, we need to convince the country that 

11Democrats Get Things Done". 

It is interesting, of course, to read of prospective 

Presidential candidates. It is flattering to be mentioned among 

the possibilities. The political jockeying for a Presidential 

nomination is always exciting to people who like politics --

For m:y part, I would prefer concentrating whatever energy/~ 
~ 

and ability I may have -~ 3 sr tisrr-- toward producing a 

record of achievement for our party -- and a record 
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of progress and peace and hope for our country and the 

world. 

~We need ~ political performance, 

political performers. 

it is 

and fewer 
""'?-

,as 

impo s t be mob ~izing 

ominee 

on 



ifo 
~ For rrry pa.rt, I am not 

ooo2 30 

as much concerned wer the 

"Who" of 1960, as I am over the "How11 and the "what for". 

Let us kee:p our hearts and minis set on :purpose, not just 

:political :preference. 

***** 

Our most urgent :purpose, in order to merit the 

country's confidence in 1960, must be a responsible, con-

structive a:p:proach to building a climate for world :peace --

regardless of :partisan divisions betweenthe Executive and 

Legislative branches of our government. 

i 
J 
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1. Defense against Communist aggression, wherever 

it occurs. 

2. Expansion of the areas of freedom wherever possible. 

3· Cooperation and assistance for the new developing 

and rising nations of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 

4. Support of the active participation in the United 

Nations, and expanded use of its many facilities and agencies. 

5. And, finally, mutual defense and mutual assistance. 

Our responsible bipartisan cooperation on foreign 

policy goes even beyond these broad objectives. In time of 

erious concern, we can and do maintain an essential unity of 

purpose, so that our country can present a united front. 

***** 



and secure peace. 

~e must quietly go about our business of strengthening 

our defenses, yet aggressively launch, and persistently maintain, 
L-----7 

a bolder program of "Works for Peace" r---:~ f~ 
These need not be in conflict at all. 

~When robbers roam the streets, we need to have police 

but we also need hospitals, schools, parks, industry, and 

j obs to maintain a well ordered society. Police alone cannot 

meet society's needs. 

**** 
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e must remember that the main 

Kremlin is o weaken NATO, a.nd divide t e free world's allies. 

As Democrat , we a.re pl dged to a.cti ve pa.rtici11a1Jion 

for a.ll NATO partners . 

NATO needs to b on the ea:> nomic front 

by a. closer economic int gra.tion of Europ a.nd the United 

States. 

NATO needs o expand its horizons 

In wes Berlin, it is imperative that there b complete 
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unity ~ political forces 

in the Wes~frn Alliance. 

ts immediate objective to 

island in the sea of Soviet 

imperialism. 

oasis, in the desert of 

totalitarianism. It ~epresen s democratic strength in one of 

areas of the It has as its Mayor a 

truly great 

it any wonder that the C unists would like to do 

away with it? All the more reason we mu neve~et this Com-

eat become a reality. 

Now these are objectives that everyone should support • 

..It is to the means of fulfillment of obje ti ves that 

give our attention. 

***** 



./ 
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/we should make it clear to the world that we 

have a specific, definite progmm of' '!Q_rks for peace. Let 
~ 

me mention a few. 
e=~-------------7 

l. We should emphasize a long-tem food program ~OD 
~ as a means of' aiding and helping the food deficit areas of' 

the world. 

2. We should give leadership and increased emphasis 

to a broad world health program. 

3· We should emphasize the importance of' education, /!_ jJ 
--------~~ 

particularly vocational and technical education, in the newly ~ 

developing areas of' the world. Whatever haPpened to the 

President's proposal of' five years ago at Baylor University 

to build vocational schools or to help in establishment of' 

f'ocational schools in Asia, Atrica, and Latin America? It 

was a good idea, and it should be carried out -- let's do it. 
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~ . We should expand our programs of cul turaJ., 

people to people exchange. 

5· We should emphasize trade and economic development. 
1 ...___ 

Now, these are some of the things I mean about the 

emphasis that is needed in foreign policy, and the means to 

make it more effective. 

At all times, we must remember that American military 

~ 
strength must be second to none. We need far less talk about 

:rockets, missiles and other military power -- and much more 

fulfillment. 

~We need far less talk that portrays us as a bellicose 

and belligerent people, and much more emphasis on our programs 

and policies to help people live. 

/...._Our program must be one that has as its objective 

better living for people everywhere! 

~-------------------------
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~e world iswoary of war, and threats of war. 

~ people of this world want s~meone to help them 

on the path of helping themselves, rather than someone to 

frighten them. 

~ world needs i~pe and promise, not fear 

and tragedy. 

----

~at, to me, is victory's challenge and responsibility 

to Democrats -- 1~ 1958 and 196o. 

February 12, 1959 



Excerpts from e.n Address by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey {D.,Mirm.) Montana Dtmocratic Victory Dinner Helena, Montana 
Saturday 1 February 141 1959 

It is a great pri vUege tor me to be out here in the 

home state ot two such great Senators as Tfl3 colleagues Jim ~ 

and Mike Mansfield, and such outstandiQg members ot the House as 
my good friend Congressman Lee Metcalf 1 and your other fine Con-

sressman, LeRoy Anderson. 

You have every right to be proud ot all tour ot your 

repreaentati vee 1n the United States Congress. Believe me 1 we 

in WaShington are proud of them -- and proud to work with them. 

Somehow, I feel at home in Montana. You know, we in 

Minnesota bave much in COIIIDOn with you in tradition, culture, 

population 'backgrounds -- and, yes, in economic problema. We · 
are both dependent upon agriculture and mining; we both have a 

r '\ 
large Scandanavian population, yet have lealfed to respect and like 



the lrish Catholics in our midst. W: proved that in M1nnesota 

by giving the United states Senate a good Senator McCarthy, 

and helping bring proper respect back to that good old Irish 

name. 

I a:n glad that this oocuion is honoring your Democratic 

1 gislatora1 as tb.t:ty are closest to tb people and provide a. 

real. base tor a. solid party organization. 

***** 

Victory parti s are an ppropriate occasion for self-

pp 1sal, a aell as jubilation. 

Everyone l.ikes to win. 'l'he important thing, bowe¥ r, 

is what won f'or -- ~ 'What intend to do with our victory. 

We must squarol.y face the responsibility of victory. 

A trust has been bestowed upon us. Ours is now th taak of 

pravid&In-Te ca.n equately fulfill that trust. 'l'o do 1 t, must 

a.sses carefully why and how we wn. 



We have created a party with pu.nx>se, a. party 

built on ideals -- and dedicated to furthering those ideals 

by constructive and responsible action. 

Our purpose is to serve peQple, to be deeply concern d 

bout the well-being of people -- all people. 

We ba.ve had the vision to look ahead, to plan for 

tomorrow! We are not afraid of the future -- we weleom 1 t. 

We have bad th courage to b lieve there is always 

opportunity in America to make democracy more fft ctiv --

to bring closer to full realization the inspiring dreams of 

justice and equal economic opportunity for all. 

Wi ha.ve dedi cat . ourselves to the democratic ideals 

so effectively and impressively articul t in the last two 

nationwide PresidentiliU. campaigns by Adlai Stevenson. 

We have sought to preserve and imple100nt the spirit ot 

Woodrow Wilson,. F.ra.nklin Delano Rooa vel t, and of that courageous 



***** 

pen'oawaaae ~01' ~ then pezopetuaUoo ot • politic:~ 
• 



***** 



***** 



4Ufer1Da Yiwpouu, ca be ~~ ve boaMtl.y a.u.v. 

w ~. nt:ber 1:.bar1 ~, the ~iosa ot a 

ot a 4..-ftOY. 

t ._.UI'e of eucc- ot OQ.J' ettoi"U u tbe 

edellt to vbJ.Oh tb18 1dlld ot poli~• 1• •PI'•Uzaa 1n u. 

wbltft the Demon.Uo saf;na ... been -- b 19)4, 1956, 

1~ .. ll&atet41 1t bM \Jeeo in tM _.... ~ nev 'bloo4 ...... tbe 

_.. v1Wri 10UD8 ~ bi.VW tuM4 Qev •pU'lt irlW QUI' 

~ # aD4 Ufte4 ita obJective~ VSa'QJaa t~ a OQQitNCUve 

pUI"PQM, n~ thaA tor polJ.Ucal 1teelt. 

YM, »emo-.UO ~1 hu tMeu OD !liar• of a 

vettem aooct -· .s ahow. ita sreate~t PI'OSI"•• &D4 ~ 1'rall 



tht: Alleaheni• vtatwal'd. 

T • • sOQCl look at 11b&t 11 ~. to out party 

• lt 1a 10UD8 

:l.claeJ.IJ aDd l»Jl'»>N ..... for t!Mtti' COUZltl'y 1 DOt JWJt fort tbema~VU 

..... 'Qat ue sl\1.Jls 1\ llffl' V1gor. Loot at 'the anq of c&Rt>le, 

to the leDate, aa4 to our ~ un ot ~~ both 1u 

W.l neat eleoUon aDA two ;yea:n •o· 

The¥ ..,. 

but •;vmboUc ot the f.-lias aD4 aent1m1ot ot the 81'0~ ea. 

J*>pl.e v:Ltb. vb1ch w Ut0Clat..1 aD4 tAo• ot Uke pui'JOae who 

.~ ~ v1etor)r pous.ne. Ad 1t 1• IUBPJ.Y eri4ct t ~ t1J,ey 

are eve-~ tn. WJDber. 

~ ... , tb , ..,.. tbe peopl4t ~tills the -..orat1 

Pt.rt7 of to4q 1 aD4 · :61Ds the ow .... of ita ana~ 



tiu4 tbia ..Utl of leaAerahip .... ot 1deal1.Uc: purpoM, 8114 

cle4icate4 euqy.. 1'1 11 &l.8o + P8l't7 omcwa. lu ~ 

ataw" new -.c1 -....uc l~p bM 1duMd mon aptrit 

~·· ...... 
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all people on basis of individual dignity and worth., and 

all candidates on the basis o'f indiVidual merit -- y s, 

party mature enougb. to unite on basic 1 sues, a.nd to maintain 

a. respect 'for differing ra.cia11 religious, or cultUral back-

unds tb ;t override projudices of tb past. 

Recent elections offer proof ot that maturity. \J: 

ba.ve tossed a lot of' old political cliches irito the discard. 

When can elect an Irish Ca lie in a tre.di tiona.Uy 

Scandinavian Protestant state ••••• like did in Minneso ~-· 

n primarily rur state like mine can elect 

Minneapolis Mayor to present the enti state in the United 

Ststes enate~ es in my case, and yet Ca.lifotnie., with it 

at urban population can choose a country Cons;re sznan from 

ita moat te hinterlands as it n w United States tor ••• 

When a coll e professor CQn be el ted to the Senate 

from th . cowboy sta1'fe oZ Wyomin ••• 



\\.'hen the tall timbeJ." and mountain country Idaho 

can send to the tea brilliant young l _ ~er ••• 

When we are seeing ever-increasing numbe~ of 

s :lm1J a.t examples howing basic wiSdom ot vote , ~ 

they 1lla¥ be ••• 

Yes, I convinced. we hav show we a.re grow1!lg 

up a. party ·- and are providing lead ship to build America, 

wherever we find 1 t 1 and whatever its ba.e und. We are pro-

viQ.in.S America vi tb repreaentet i vee alert to 20th Century n eds 

and problems ... md men capable of doing someth~ about them. 

***** 

As Democrats, we ba'Ve accepted the mandate of victory 

to build a. pro _ e.m for America geared to America's ~s, 

\ole are filling the vacuum ot executive leadership 

c Ollfronting oUl" countJ:Y ... - and your own Mike 

Vi ta.l J;"Ole in th sponoible leadership our 

o:fiE".l.d 1s p~ 

is 
y/ offering in the 



Con as. 

We are determined to p uce &. program of con tl'Ucti ve 

ction as an answer to the do·nothingism of e tired, old, sick 

and conservative men who now at t helm of the execuUve 

b~b of our government. 

We have the framework of such a program now evol "!ins 

in the current Congress; Yi th contributions ~ 1 t coming t:rom 

all eographical areas or the country, e.nd all s gmenta of th 

Democratic Patty. 

program, tor our p , ae tllU.St be to put t gether the very best 

we can devise f the combined resources 1 judgment, a.nd ex-

peri ce ot our Congressional leadership, our Democratic Natinnal 

Committe . a.nd its Advisory Council, our Demo tic Governors, and 

CDmpetent, nonpolitical ex rts dedicated to specialized fields 

of education, heal , economic devel.o~nt, huma.r:J. rights, 



$Srieulture, social welfare, defene , and in~tional 

relations. 

It will be liberal pro , beeause ours is the 

liberal party -- and the American ople have indic ~ed 

vote of confidence in liberal lead ;-ship. 

Yet, it vlll be eonstructi and sanely 11berQJ., 

pl"'viding aseuracce to all s sments of our econ.orny tbat w . 

een bu.Ud soundly for the future growbh and develOpment,. 

and higher 11 ving sta.ndal'ds at home and abroad; v.l thin tree 

democratic institutions, without any of the recklessness which 

some profess to fear. 

Quite the contrary, uch forward-looking pro a.m 

would be ta.r lese dangerous to our country than J'lmning the 

:tisk ot shutting our eyes to th vea.k spots in our economy 1 

o\'11" areas ot neglect in our society that u:rg tly need 

attention. 

***** 
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vlt.h tbe-~ ~ 1lil&t we von to.r l.oat 

to ao .. 

/ 

It 

\ 

and ab1l~ty I t:Da7 bav ... al.l flf1 time •• tovvd proclUOlDg • \ 

ftOOI'd ot acb.1~t tot our party ·- an4 a ft001'd \, 



• 

poll tical petfo&'llliltft. 

!t lt ~t u ~' tor us, u ~~-- w be 
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1. Def nse ae;ainst Communist ~ssion, 'Wherever 

2. Expansion of the areas ot freedom wherever possible. 

3. Cooperation and assistance fox- the new developing 

and risiug n.ationa of ia, Africa, and Latin America. 

4. Support of the active pa;-ticip t1on in the United 

Iiations, and expanded use of its many facilities and agencies. 

OUr responsible l>ipsrtisan coope;ration on foreign 

policy goe even beyond tbes broad obJectives. In t:Lme of 

erious concern, we can and do maint in an essential unity ot 

purpose, so tbat cur country can present a united front. 

***** 

Currently, two examples are tfATO and est Berlin.. They 

are all the more important today in light of Soviet threats and 

tactic • 
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