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SENATOR HUMPHREY PROPOSES INrERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AS 
THIRD OF MAJOR ''WORKS OF PEACE" 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) called last night for & third effort 

in what be terms American "works of peace," in .the form of a ten year investment 

program in educational development in the Free World. 

Addressing the National Conference on Higher Education in Chicago, Senator 

Humphrey said that such a program, under the auspices of an International Educa-

tional Development Foundation, would feed "some of the horsepower of the American 

educational system into the machinery of American foreign policy." 
. . 

He termed the proposal an "Education for Peace" 
program to match two earlier proposed "Food for Peace" 
and "Heal tb for Peace'' programs now under study by the 
Congress. 

Under the Humphrey proposal, a ten-year·, $3 billion program would be under­
taken -- including grants for laboratories and facilities, the endowment of pro­
fessorships, institutes and research projects, scholarships and fellowships would 
be largely financed through American-owned "soft currencies" paid to the United 
States in exchange for American food and fiber and in repayment of loans to allied 
countries. 

Senator Humphrey charged that American policies in general -- domestic and 
foreign -- were based on "short-run, makeshift solutions, an unwillingness to pro­
gram boldly ahead, and a fixed idea tha~ while corporate planning is somehow· 
'good,' government programming is invariably 'bad.'" He declared that it is 
"time that we did away with this double standard of morality." 

He charged that "we seem forever on the defensive, forever 'standing firm,' 
forever reacting to a new Soviet-created crisis. Standing on the defense, we 
have failed to come to grips with the underlying economic and social problems of 
the world on which cozmnunism feeds and burns." 

While pointing to the "prodigies of constructive human effort which could be 
financed with the money the nations are spending on arms," Senator Humphrey said 
that, nevertheless, "the bitter truth is that until we can secure from the Soviets 
an enforceable arms control agreement, with international inspection, there is no 
way to avoid a staggering expenditure for national security. '!n fact," he said, 
"we shall have to actually increase the rate of arms spending in order to regain 
a bargaining position with the Soviet leaders on disarmament." · · 

More 
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"But the shield of military strength is not enough," Senator Humphrey said. 

'~e must build a broader-guaged and more affirmative foreign policy on the natural 

strengths of our nation -- by harnessing our tremendous industrial capacity, our 

dominant capital, our technical knowledge, our agricultural abundance, our wealth 

of trained educators, agriculturists, administrators, and technicians to the plow 

of foreign policy." 

"Education," he said, "is one of the deepest hopes and needs of people 

everywhere. It is indispensable to economic progress and national independence." 

"The one resource most of the needy countries of the world have ill ~le 
quantity is manpower," Senator Humphrey pointed out. · "But it is untrained, un­

skilled manpower. In fact, unless the have-not countries can develop the men 

needed to make effective use of the funds and knowledge provided by the more de­

veloped countries, much of the aid will inevitably be wasted." 

The Minnesotan pointed out that the several educational assistance programs 

now under way -- such as the Fulbright exchange program, the limited programs con­

ducted by the Atomic Energy Commission, ICA, and the State Department, and the ef­

forts of the gn~at private foundations "are to be applauded," but "they fall far 

short of the need and the opportunity." 

"Think of the great gain to the United States and to all mankind," Senator 

Humphrey said, "if we were to become clearly identified in the eyes of the world 

with physical symbols of friendship and progress like schools, universities, li­

braries and laboratories." 

"Scholarships and fellowship3 would be granted after annual competitions in 

every region, every locality of every recipient country," Senator Humphrey said. 

"It is difficult to imagine a more penetrating and meaningful way to identify 

Americans with individual opportunity, social democracy and interna~ional frater­

nity. 
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Adire is by 
Sen~tor Hubert H. Humphrey 

THE PRINCIPLE OF BAlANCE 

~ Clearly one of the ma i n streams of Western 

thought -- cradled in the life of the great Western colleges 

and univers i ties -- has been the princ i ple of bal ance) of 

equilibrium , of symmetry. 
~ 

.... 

~' , ;(How vital it is today that this Aristotelian principle 

should shape American planning and policy JV 
'7 

Yet/ how far from ba~ed , how free from distortion 
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~There is, for example, a gross underemphasis on the need 

for expanded national productivity, particularly in the 

"public service" area. 

~ Domestically, we are currently failing to assign a 

sufficiently high priority to housing, to school and 

hospital construction, to basic research, to education 

in general. 
~ 

~There is a striking dependence today on short-run, 

makeshift solutions, an unwillingness to program boldly 

ahead, and a fixed idea that, while corporate planning 
. :;;;=--

is somehow "good", government programming is invariably 

"bad". 
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/ 
In our foreign policy we have developed a dangerously 

distorted pattern -- a general overemphasis on the 

importance of p~eservi~ the status qu:J a habit of 

over-reaction to moves of the Soviet bloc, and in recent 

years, a failure to institute broad but flexible programs 

to deal with the infinitely complex problems of a world 

in the process of rapid and often violent change. 

---=---
~ A "crisis mentality" has developed -- a pattern of 

drift, crisis and drift again. Each flareup is met by 
·--=--

sudden, hasty, improvisation -- followed almost invariably 
____. 

by an almost total relapse into drift again. 
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~Throughout the vast emergent areas of Asia 

and Africa, we have too often sought only defensive 

' . 
military alliances~ We have, thereby missed 

sweeping opportunities to win the Cold War by taking 

the struggle to the higher plane on wh~ch we have the 

greatest chance of success -- the fight against~~) 

hunger and disease, the struggle for knowledgeJ ~ J 

and human dignity . 
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~ seem forever on the defensive, forever 

"standing firm", forever reacting to a new Soviet-

created crisis. 

~ standing on the defensive, we have failed to 

come to grips with the underlying economic and social 

problefms of the world on which c~nism ~ ~ +,AN-+'JII9 

O'itr<"~ ....- ile the emergent peoples of the world ~ 'T--..Io-'1J~.r"'~H,.. 
T"""UH#-A 

vitally interested in the great East-West struggle, 

they are primarily engrossed in their own struggle to 

find a way up -- at almost any cost -- from the mire 

of famine and disease, from the filth and rags of 
- E 

"native quarters", from degrading ignorance, from 

their outcaste, almost sub-human status assigned to _____..,. 

them by a civilization which stumbled into the 
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industrial revolution two or three centuries before 

they did. 

~There are three words -- "peOple, progress and 

peace" -- that belong to the lexicon of democracy, 

and that uniquely represen~the Democratic tradition. 

They are powerful words -- so important and so powerful 

that the enemies of freedom have attempted to take 

them to their bosoms -- literally to steal them away. 

~ 
There is a plethora of \"Peoples Republics."-~ 

/%~11!:'-t:!unists~:::.:~ i;~-/v 
~ \ t-

/Yli.j,{Jf!-
demonstrate to the nations that communism 

means economic and social progress. ---
And we have permitted the Communists very nearly 
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to appropriate the word 11peace 11 
-- to pose as the 

\ 

Like it or not, the Communists ~ 

getting away with ideological piracy e hey 

-
have been quicker than some of our own leaders to 

recognize the rea1 battleground of the WOrl.d _---t(..__§ ~ ~1W 
and swifter to understand the surging drives that 

are 
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~~road-gauged and af~irmative ~oreign policy on the 

natural strengths 0~ our nation t~ harness -J;;,.-r{_,__ ~r~ 

~~emendous industrial capacity, our dominant capital, 

our technical knowledge, our agricultural abundance, 

our wealth of trained educators, agriculturists, ~4_.; ~ 

administrators and technicians te the p2Q! of fg~eigp ) 

1!'"'-At, ....... "'AIL_ ~- -----· 
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Why have we not done iti--0"11 ~ 
oJJ...&t#~"''fl 

I would suggest that the cause may be found 

in part in the lack of status of the intellectual 
a: -~ ..... 

in our midst, and in the habit which a nation of 

producers has developed of judging the worth o~a 

t 
man or of an idea in terms of annual salary or 
~ 

dollar cost, 

of 

appears 

to be too narrow a circle from which the political 
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leadership of the country tends to draw its advic 

~--..NI!Bil and ideas. 

eM.k1t.LL~ 
Valuable as may be the of financiers 

manufacturer's and military officers ~ ~ the 

= ------
experience of these groups of men is useful and 

~ 

valuable the government 's fundamental policy 

" {1 am convinced that the counse1 of men and women 

broadly representative of agriculture, i'f&S!I!!!!!!!!I~I! ~
1 ~e,~..,~.. 

~ labor, fill the press, Jjlt the scientific community, 

, the legal and medical professions, II£ the clergy, 

the teaching profession, -- yes, and of the arts ---- --
should be sought out and given intense consideration by 

the responsible political leaders of the nation. 
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a 

Firmer, stronger, more freely-flowing lines of -- ..... ... ... ' I • 

communication must be se~ up to channel the ideas 

halls of Congress and into the mind and heart of 

each man who occupies the office of the Presidency. , 

~I am not one of those who believes- nor do I 

think that anyone in this audience believes -- that 

all the problems of the world can be solved by education. 

But I am deeply impressed with the value and -
the power of education -- its value as an end in itself, -
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for its key role in the freeing of man's spiri~ 

and the enrichment of his life -- and its power to 

shape the destinies of nations~ 

~ There is inceeased public attention to education 

today -- reflected in its most dramatic form in the 

passage by the Congress of the National Defense 

Education Act last year. Congress in this Act 

explicitly recognized the worth and the importance 

of a broad-based educational system -- and did not 

plunge the country into a lop-sided effort in behalf 

of scientific and technical training alone. 
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~We specifically encouragodyoung peOple to go 

into teaching, through a provision permitting the 
._ . ...... 

writing off of a portion of the Federally-guaranteed 

college student loan. We singled out language trai~ng 
e • 

for special emphasis, because of the really appalling 

gaps in our language abilities. But we made a ---conscious effort to write legislation which would 

preserve the essentially balanced and symmetrical 

character of American education. 
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Because I am a former college teacher myself, 

and because I have consciously made an effort to 

keep open the lines of communication between the 

community of scholars and the political leadership 

~IA.--t-<...-(_ - £J? ~ '---:-11-. 
of the nation, perhaps tef":U, , :tugl if y · ,/}~1:-'L{ 

~~<!.:;-:;:;.-:~.;;;9 ~ 

American educational systep1 into the machinery of 

American foreign po~icy. 

------------------------
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i 

~ One suggestion which I respectfUlly advance is 

l!nf1j t ffi~ 
that ~ colleges and universities should 

~ While there is a role for the colleges to play 

as uisladds of contemplation, 11 there is a concurrent 
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Secondly, I would urge you to resist the demands 
-::2----

that we cut down on our efforts to provide liberal 

education, in favor of more training of scientists 

and engineers. XciJ-/~-Jr~-~ /l/( _ _e 

I{}~L.l!;~-tt{f;f:;,"" "f the 01>hh" ~~~- we can 

afford an educational establishment great enough to 

train all the scientists and engineers we can 

conceivably use, without cutting back on the vital effort 

toward liberal education. They are not mutually exclusi \e 

at all. ---
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I have only one suggestion to make insofar as 

the college curriculum is concerned P¥d bea• is 

<Ieii 'ed --tc ~ ple~= eF!QP +be cewpua to greete~ 

~ if!~ere is a need, I feel as a man in 

public life, for a much clearer understanding on 

the part of college graduates of the m:,!nsprill2, of 

national power and the motivations of national 

conduct. Too often a student can emerge from a series 
.• 

of courses in economics ,...n history and government 
) 
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without a real understanding of their inter-relationship, ~ 

without making the kind of synthesis that will prepare 

him to face and help to solve the problems of his 

society and his nation. 

~ These are modest suggestions, and humbly put. 

For I have profound respect for the character and the 

achievements of American higher education. Americans 

take great pride in the vigor, the stability, and the 

integrity of our 
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M& principal question tonight is not how we can 

improve our American educational system -- but rather 
" 

what we can do to more fully utilize the great 

example and *•--= strength of American education 
.. 

in a more constr.mctive and affirmative foreign policy. 

" 

~The works of peace -- as well as the words of 

peace -- are imperati~ American foreign policy. 
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y 'L Yes, we must broaden and intensify the 

.LI.AZJ--
existing~ programs for the ~and distribution 

/ 

~F~ of our vast food abundance. 

~~~.~:±~~ . . -
DC-& ~ . 

Gf A - q~d This is the 

national effort I call Food for Peace. It can be 

the foundation for a series of ~ of ~· ~,l Y\1\A-t.( {.'~ 
I ~ ~~- · 
~ A second and paralle1 effort is in preparation ;} 

·•;;> • .l ~ ~ tprt'-R-

-- Hea1_:_:or Pea.ce. ,. Senator Lister Hill. 1 ~.~'7'-6..-

1:¥£% 7 Kt!l' l• i • ~ ailau eq in proposing an International 



l ) 

~ invite your consideration ~~ a third 

major work of peace -- what I shall call an "Education 

for Peace" program. 

, 
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~If education has been one of our cherished 

American ideals, it is also one of the deepest 

hopes and needs of people everywhere . 

In Sicily there are towns where the farmers 

-k~ 
after a long day in the fields will go for three 

4, ~ 

hours a night, five nights a week, to try to learn 

to read and write 

lacking even paper and pencils, squat for hours in a 
___.-? 

makeshift schoolroom and never take their eager eyes 

off the teacher .~ Haiti parents have literally 

sold the fillings out of their teeth to get money for 

their children to go to school. 

~on is a powerful personal ideal to people . 
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~ in the underdeveloped countries. It is also 

indispe~able to their economic progress and 

nationa1 independence/At one t-, it was the 

rather simple belief that the reason some countries 

were poor and laggard was simply that they lacked 

--...... -
necessary capital and know-how. But we are coming -- ore 
to understand that money and techniquei ~ not enough • 

..!! IS r -- aaa .. __, 

~e one resource most of the needy countries have 

in ample quantity is manpower. But ·it is untrained, 
~ ···q 

- tl 
unskilled manpower. In fact, unless the have-not 11 

countries can develop the men needed to make 
..---

effective use of the funds ....... 
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tbe more develped countries, much of the aid will 

ine~tably be wasted~._/);().,:. _z;f:;CI -~ ~ 

A -Mr4i ! 'r E!RS~ ihe ~ommunist leadership 

has recognized this interrelationship very quickly and 

has taken vigorous steps accordingly. The achievements 

of Soviet science have a prodigious educational effort 

behind them. Throughout the Communist nations new 

universities are cropping up, new buildings, new 

laboratories, and very large scholarship programs 

for talented students. In the student dormitories 

throughout the Sino-Soviet bloc, thousands, in fact 
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tens of thousands, of university students are 

studying -- from families and : remote towns .. v.JJ~ 

ago no one had ever 

apart the Communist system by educating masses of 

people. But for the present they are winning -1-(g__ 
~ 

loyalty and deeply felt gratitude on the part of 

-
students and parents. 

~In too many of the countries of the Free Wor~~ 
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educational systems are impoverished and stagnant.---
c--------

~t was in the great countries of the West that the 

university idea was born and where a great universtty 

tradition has been built over the centuries. But some 

of these schools today are suffering from too much 

history. They are burdened with traditionalism. 

In some cases they are still living and thinking in 

the seventeenth or eighteenth century. 



~ the newly independent countries the problemj is 

G9 

different. There, without a highly developed educational system 

and lacking in a scientific and academic tradition, they are often 

building from scratch. Where they do have universities, they 

are in too many cases poor imitations of the most antiquated 

models from Western Europe. Tbar graduates are frequently mis-

trained in terms of the needs of the country -- the result, 
-=-

large numbers of unemployed and unemployable university graduates 

forming a core resentful intellectuals. I 
free world countries 

When it comes time to di~e up the budget, the Ministry of Education 

is too frequently put at the end of the line. 

~ To cite just one case in point. In Preece, a country with 
-- =-

some seven million people, the government offers about 350 scholar-

ships a year to excellent graduates of secondary schools to go on 

to the university. But across the border, in Communist Yugoslavia 



with roughly double the Greek population, that gov~ ~ t\o ers 

more than 30,000 scholarships a year for students to go to the 

university! 

J rurAl~ It is only a question of time before that educational gap 

will begin to create an economic, military, and political power 

gap. ........- ~~~h~ ~~A tf~~r-
k4~ ~ t1--cL-t'A.4'-/-d'/ U/fL ~ 

of course, not completely ignoring this educational -<We are, 
gap. As you know, on a limited scale the United States has been 

giving some help to education and educational exchanges internationally. 

~ The Fulbright program has been a great act Of creative statesmanship. 

It has brought our academic community into closer contact with 

the world of foreign scholarship than ever before. our 
"\ 

atomic energy program we are training foreign scientists in our 

research institutions. In our economic development programs we 

are bringing foreign technicians here every year for training. 

The State Department is bringing over leaders in many fieldi. And, 

of course, our great private foundations have been giving assistance 



to foreign educational institutions and have been assisting 

educational and scientific exchange for many years. All these 

efforts are to be applauded. 

~~all these efforts together fall far short of the 

need and the opportunity~Their first defect is that they are 

-=:: 

t oo small in scale. 

~Their seconddefect is that they are focused on only 

narrow details of the total problem of free world educational 

development -- namely, exchange activity, technical and vocational 

training. They have not emphasized the general strengthening 
' = 

and expansion of the foreign educational systems themselves --

the indigenous schools and universities. 

/_The third defect is that what we have done has been~ 

in a spasmodic, left-handed, and half-hearted manner totally 

lacking in drama, and impact. 

/I propose that we launch a broad program of world educational j/ 
I 



development -- a plan of ~ation for, ~~~ 
~The first step would be for tre Congress of the United 

States to declare to the free world that we share their beliefs 

in the values of education and that we are ready tolOrk with 

them in building up their own educational systems to train their 

We s ould declare our a ten-year 

thr e billion dollar e ort for worldwide evelopment of 
-=:~==--' 

educati -- on condition o y that our frien us 

~We ere in the r direction 

of their educa ional systems; they s and must 

own patter~of e ucational growth. 

The second step should be for us to draw together the many 

loose ends and separate efforts we are now supporting ~ ~ 
~ 

agency in Washington. This body -- perhaps in the form of a 
..--=::::., 

~si-independent International Educational Development Foundation 
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responsible for leadership and focus in our 

international educational efforts. It is important 

that such an agency stand on its own feet -- not as 

a subordinate part of a propaganda program, nor of 

a mill tary program, nor even of an economic development 

program. In its long-term potentiality for American 

prosperity and securlty1 and for the strength and - -
stability of free nations everywhere, such an 

education effort would be second to 

other assistance programs we are supporting. It should 

therefore be not only visible but prominent among our 
-====::!. 

international agencies. 

/But what about the money? Where are funds of 
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this magnitude to be found? If it were necessary to 

propose the appropriation o~d dollars to this effort, 

I would still reco~nd this step, because I am 

convinced of the importance of education for peace 

and Progress. 

~But this may not be oecessary. As~sult of 

the major programs of assistance in food and materials 

which the United states has 

in the paJt, we now own considerable balances of -
foreign currencies abroad. The present total is 

in the neighborhood 
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of two billion dollars, and the total is increasing as our 

food shipments and other kinds of help continue. By agreement 

with the recipient countries, these funds can be used only for 

specifically for educational development. 

~In addition, we now have made several billion dollars 

H77J~ 
foreign currencie)1 I recommend that we also earmark a 

portion of these loan repayments for educational purposes. 

~Such funds may not alone be enough-- for there are several 

countries, particularly in Africa, where such funds are not 

available. In those cases, consideration should be given to 

=""' 

the appropriation of additional dollar funds. 

~ow it is obvious that all the educational problems in 

the world cannot be shouldered by the United States. We have 
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huge educational needs of our own, and these should and must come 

first. The development of foreign educational systems must be 

a primary responsibility of each country. 

J -----~But~~~ of the great gain to the United States and to all 

mankind ff we were to become clearly identified in the eyes of 

the world with physical symbols of friendship and progress like 

schools, universities, libraries and laboratories. - ~ 

~The program I propose would involve grants for laboratories 

and facilities, for the endowment of professorships, institutes -
and research projects. Scholarships and fellowships would be 

granted after annual competitions in every region, every 

locality of every recipient country. It is difficult to imagine 

a more penetrating and meaningful way to identify Americans with -
individual opportunity, social democracy and international fraternity. 

~I ask you for your consideration of this proposal. If you will 

give it your thoughtful criticism and your intelligent support, 



we may be able to help our~ountry take another long step 

toward a more balanced and vital foreign policy and eventually 

a stable~erene peace 

'4/ 3/59 
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Address by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

National Conference on Higher Education 
Chicago, Illinois 

March 3, 1959 

THE PRINCIPLE OF BALANCE 

Clearly one of the main streams of Western thought -- cradled 
in the life of the great Western colleges and universities -- has 
been the principle of balance, of equilibrium, of symmetry. 

Hovr vital it is today that this Aristotelian principle should 
shape American planning and policy in all areas of our political, 
economic and cultural life. 

Yet, how far from balanced how free from distortion many of 
our national policies and practices are today. 

There is, for example, a gross underemphasis on the need for 
expanded national productivity, particularly in the 11public servicen 
area. 

- Domestically, we are currently failing to assign a sufficiently 
high priority to housing, to school and hospital construction, to 
basic research, to education in general. 

There is a striking dependence today on short-run, makeshift 
solutions, an unwillingness to program boldly ahead, and a fixed 
idea that, while corporate planning is somehow "good 11

, government 
programming is invariably "bad" . 

In our foreign policy we have developed a dangerously distorted 
pattern -- a general overemphasis on the importance of preserving 
the status quo, a habit of over-reaction to moves of the Soviet 
bloc, and in recent years, a failure to institute broad but flexible 
programs to deal with the infinitely complex problems of a world 
in the process of rapid and often violent change. 

A "crisis mentality" has developed -- a pattern of drift, crisis 
and drift again. Each flareup is met by sudden, hasty, improvisation 
followed almost invariably by an almost total relapse into drift again. 

Throughout the vast emergent areas of Asia and Africa, we have 
too often sought only defensive military alliances. We have, 
thereby missed sweeping opportunities to win the Cold '\-Jar by 
taking the struggle to the higher plane on which we have the 
greatest chance of success -- the fight against poverty, hunger 
and disease, the struggle for knowledge, security, and human dignity. 
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We seem forever on the defensive, forever "standing firm", 
forever reacting to a new Soviet-created crisis. 

Standing on the defensive, we have failed to come to grips 
with the underlying economic and social problems of the world 
on which communism feeds and grows. Actually many and indeed most 
of the problems that beset mankind today would be with us and 
require attention and solution even if there were no communist threat. 
While theemergent peoples of the world are vitally interested in the 
great East-West struggle, they are primarily engrossed in their 
own struggle to find a way up -- at almost any cost -- from the mire 
of famine and disease, from the filth and rags of 11native quarters", 
from degrading ignorance, from their outcaste, almost sub-human 
status assigned to them by a civilization which stumbled into the 
industrial revolution two or three centuries before they did. 

There are three words -- "people, progress and peace" --
that belong to the lexicon ,of democracy, and that uniquely represent 
the Democratic tradition. They are powerful words -- so important 
and so powerful that the enemies of freedom have attempted to take 
them to their bosoms -- literally to steal them away. 

There is a plethora of Communist 11 Peoples Republics"-- that 
are neither for the People nor republican in form. 

The Communists are determined to demonstrate to the new and 
rising nations that communism means economic and social progress. 

And we have permitted the Communists very nearly to appropriate 
the word 11 peace" -- to pose as the peace-makers and to tag us with 
the label of 11War-mongers 11

• Yet Democracy-- or a society based on 
the consent of the governed -- should have as its trademark -- its 
identification with People, Progress, and Peace. 

Like it or not, the Communists have been getting away with 
ideological piracy. They have been quicker than some of our own 
leaders to recognize the real battleground of the world -- the 
struggle for men's minds -- and swifter to understand the surging 
drives that are toppling kings and dictators and colonialist 
powers throughout Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

But, we do not know our own strength -- at least we have 
refused to mobilize it! 

We urgently need to design and launch a broad-gauged and 
affirmative foreign policy on the natural strengths of our nation 
yes, to harness to the plow of foreign policy our tremendous 
industrial capacity, our dominant capital, our technical knowledge, 
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our agricultural abundance, our wealth of trained educators, 
agriculturists, doctors, scientists, administrators and technicians. 

Why have we not done it?--or more adequately? 

I would suggest that the cause may be found in part in the 
lack of status of the intellectual in our midst, and in the 
habit which a nation of producers has developed of judging the 
worth of a man or of an idea in terms of annual salary or dollar 
cost. 

There appears to be too narrow a circle from which the 
political leadership of the country tends to draw its advice and 
ideas. 

Valuable as may be the counsel of financiers, manufacturers and 
military officers -- and the experience of these groups of men is 
useful and valuable -- the government's fund~al policy decisions 
need to be predicated upon a vdder base. I am convinced that the 
counsel of men and women broadly representative of agriculture, 
labor, the press, the scientific community, the legal and medical 
professions, the clergy, the teaching profession, -- yes, and of 
the arts -- should be sought out and given intense consideration by the 
responsible political leaders of the nation. 

Firmer, stronger, more freely-flowing lines of communication 
must be set up to channel the ideas and enthusiasms of intellectual 
America into the halls of Congress and into the mind and heart of 
each man who occupies the office of the Presidency. 

I am not one of those who believe -- nor do I think that 
anyone in this audience believes -- that all the problems of the 
world can be solved by education. 

But, I am deeply impressed with the value and the povrer of 
education -- its value as an end in itself, for its key role in the 
freeing of man's spirit and the enrichment of his life --and its 
power to shape the destinies of nations. 

There is increased public attention to education today -­
reflected in its most dramatic form in the passage by the 
Congress of the National Defense Education Act last year. Congress 
in this Act explicitly recognized the worth and the importance of 
a broad-based educational system -- and did not plunge the 
country into a lop-sided effort in behalf of scientific and 
technical training alone. 

We specifically encouraged young people to go into teaching, 
through a provision permitting the writing off of a portion of the 
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Federally-guaranteed college student loan. We singled out language 
training for special emphasis, because of the really appalling 
gaps in our language abilities. But we made a conscious effort 
to write legislation which would preserve the essentially balanced 
and symmetrical character of American education. 

Because I am a former college teacher myself, and because I have 
consciously made an effort to keep open the lines of communication 
between the community of scholars and the political leadership 
of the nation, perhaps you will permit me to make one or two simple 
suggestions. 

I would like to put before the House a few ideas for feeding 
some of the brainpower of the American educational system into the 
machinery of American foreign policy. 

One suggestion which I respectfully advance is that more of 
our colleges and universities should encourage the most searching 
and frank discussion and debate of current political, economic 
and social problems . 

While there is a role for the colleges to play as "islands 
of contemplation", there is a concurrent responsibility to prepare 
the individual for the day-to-day citizenship participation that 
the democratic process requires. 

Secondly, I would urge you to resist the demands that we 
cut dovm on our efforts to provide liberal education, in favor of 
more training of scientists and engineers. To be sure, we need more 
scientists and engineers. But we can afford an educational 
establishment great enough to train all the scientists and engineers 
we can conceivably use, without cutting back on the vital effort 
toward liberal education. They are not mutually exclusive at all. 

I have only one suggestion to make insofar as the college 
curriculum is concerned. There is a need, I feel as a man in 
public life, for a much clearer understanding on the part of college 
graduates of the mainsprings of national power and the motivations 
of national conduct. ~often a student can emerge from a series 
of courses in economics, history and government without a real 
understanding of their inter-relationship, or without making the 
kind of synthesis that will prepare him to face and help to solve 
the problems of his society and his nation . 

These are nx:des't suggestions, and humbly put. For I have 
profound respect for the character and the achievements of American 
higher education. Americans take great pride in the vigor, the 
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stability, and the integrity of our colleges and universities. 

But my principal question tonight is not how we can improve 
our American educational system -- but rather what we can do to 
more fully utilize the great example and strength of American 
education in a more constructive and affirmative foreign policy. 

The works of peace -- as well as the words of peace -- are 
imperatives in American foreign policy. 

Yes, we must broaden and intensify the existing programs 
for the use and distribution of our vast food abundance. The 
generous and planned use of food and fiber has already made an 
historic contribution to the social and economic well-being of 
many nations. This is the national effort I call Food for Peace. 
It can be the fmmdation :for a series of works ' of peace. 

A second and parallel effort is in preparation -- Health for 
Peace. I have joined with Senator Lister Hill of Alabama in 
proposing an International Health and Medical Research program. 
We are attempting to mobilize the medical and scientific resources 
of America -- yes, the world-in an all out attack on disease, 
pestilence, malnutrition, and pain. 

I invite your consideration tonight of a third major work 
of peace -- what I shall call an "Education for Peace" program. 

If education has been one of our cherished American ideals, 
it is also one of the deepest hopes and needs of people everywhere. 

In Sicily there are towns \vhere the farmers after a long day 
in the fields will go to school for three hours a night, five 
nights a week, to try to learn to read and write. In India, young 
children, lacking even paper and pencils, squat for hours in a 
makeshift schoolroom and never take their eager eyes off the teacher. 
In Haiti parents have literally sold the fillings out of their 
teeth to get money for their children _to go to school. 

Education is a powerful personal ideal to people . in the 
underdeveloped countries. It is also indispensable to their 
economic progress and national independence. 

At one time, it was the rather simple belief that the reason 
some countries were poor and laggard was simply that they lacked 
necessary capital and know-how. But we are coming to understand 
that money and techniques are not enough. 
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The one resource most of the needy countries have in ample 
quantity is manpower. But it is untrained, unskilled manpower. 
In fact, unless the "have-not" countries can develop the men 
needed to make effective use of the funds and technology provided 
by the more developed countries, much of the aid will inevitably 
be wasted -- and so it is today. 

The Communist leadership has recognized this interrelationship 
very quickly and has taken vigorous steps accordingly. The 
achievements of Soviet science have a prodigious educational effort 
behind them. Throughout the Communist nations new universities 
are cropping up, new buildings, new laboratories, and very large 
scholarship programs for talented students. In the student 
dormitories throughout the Sino-Soviet bloc, thousands, in fact 
tens of thousands, of university students are studying -- from 
families and remote towns and villages which until a few years 
ago no one had ever attended a university. 

It may be that the Communist leaders are creating a patented 
force of freedom which may some day tear apart the Communist system 
by educating masses of people. But for the present they are winning 
the loyalty and deeply felt gratitude on the part of students and 
parents. 

In too many of the countries of the Free World, educational 
systems are impoverished and stagnant Latin America! 

It vTas in the great countries of the West that the university 
idea was born and where a great university tradition has been 
built over the centuries. But some of these schools today are 
sUffering from too much history. They are burdened with traditionalism. 
In some cases they are still living and thinking in the seventeenth 
or eighteenth century. 

In the newly independent countries the problem ,is different. 
There, 'dthout a highly developed educational system and lacking in 
a scientific and academic tradition, they are often building from 
scratch. Where they do have universities, they are in too many cases 
poor imitations of the most antiquated models from Western Europe. 
Their graduates are frequently mistrained in terms of the needs of 
the country -- the result, large numbers of unemployed and 
unemployable university graduates forming a core of disgruntled, 
resentful intellectuals. 

In both the old and new free world countries when it comes 
time to divide up the budget, the Ministry of Education is too 
frequently put at the end of the line. 
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To cite just one case in point. In Greece, a country with 
some seven million people, the government offers about 350 scholar­
ships a year to excellent graduates of secondary schools to go on 
to the university. But across the border, in Communist Yugoslavia 
with roughly double the Greek population, that government offers 
more than 30,000 scholarships a year for students to go to the 
university! 

It is only a quest~on of time before that educational gap 
will begin to create an economic, military, and political power 
gap. 

We are, of course, not completely ignoring this educational 
gap. As you knmv, on a limited scale the United States has been 
giving some help to education and educational exchanges internationally. 

The Fulbright program has been a great act of creative states­
manship. It has brought our academic community into closer contact 
with the world of foreign scholarship than ever before. 

Through our atomic energy program we are ' training foreign 
scientists in our research institutions. In our economic development 
programs ve are bringing foreign technicians here every year for 
training. The State Department is bringing over leaders in many 
fields. And, of course, our great private foundations have been 
giving assistance to foreign educational institutions and have 
been assisting educational and scientific exchange for many years. 
All these efforts are to be applauded. 

But all these efforts together fall far short of the need and 
the opportunity. 

Their first defect is that they are too small in scale. 

Their second defect is that they are focused on only narrow 
details of the total problem of free world educational development 
namely, exchange activity, technical and vocational training. 
They have not emphasized the general strengthening and expansion of the 
foreign educational systems themselves-- the indigenous schools and 
uoiversities. 

The third defect is that \vhat we have done has been undertaken 
in a spasmodic, left-handed, and halt-hearted manner totally lacking 
in drama and impact. 
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I propose that we launch a broad program of world educational 
development -- a plan of Education for Peace. 

The first step would be for the Congress of the United States 
to declare to the free world that we share their beliefs in the 
values of education and that we are ready to work with them in 
building up their own educational systems to train their own 
people. We should declare our readiness to support a ten-year 
three billion dollar effort for worldwide development of democratic 
education -- on condition only that our friends bring to us sound 
plans for self-help and mutual help. 

We do not propose to interfere in the control or direction of 
their educational systems; they should and must direct their own 
pattern of educational growth. 

The second step should be for us to draw together the many 
loose ends and separate efforts we are now supporting into one 
agency in \fashington. This body -- perhaps in the form of a 
quasi-independent International Educational Development Foundation 
would be responsible for leadership and focus in our international 
educational efforts. It is important that such an agency stand on 
its own feet -- not as a subordinate part of a propaganda program, 
nor of a military program, nor even of an economic development 
program. In its long-term potentiality for American prosperity 
and security, and for the strength and stability of free nations 
everywhere, such an education effort would be second to none of 
the other assistance programs we are supporting. It should therefore 
be not only visible but prominent among our international agencies. 

But what about the money? Where are funds of this magnitude 
to be found? If it were necessary to propose the appropriation 
of additional dollars to this effort, I would still recommend this 
step, because I am convinced of the importance of education for 
peace and progress. 

But this may not be necessary. As a result of the major 
programs of assistance in food and materials which the United States 
has sold to friendly nations in the past, we now own considerable 
balances of foreign currencies abroad. The present total is in 
the neighborhood of two billion dollars, and the total is increasing 
as our food shipments and other kinds of help continue. By 
agreement with the recipient countries, these funds can be used only 
for mutually agreed upon development projects. My recommendation 
is that we earmark a significant portion of these funds specifically 
for educational development. 
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In addition, we now have made several billion dollars worth of loans to allied countries which are repayable in foreign currencies. I recommend that we also earmark a portion of these loan repayments for educational purposes. 

Such funds may not alone be enough -- for there are several countries, particularly in Africa, where such funds are not available. In those cases, consideration should be given to the appropriation of additional dollar funds. 

Now it is obvious that all the educational problems in the world cannot be shouldered by the United states. We have huge educational needs of our own, and these should and must came first. The development of foreign educational systems must be a primary responsibility of each country. 

But think of the great gain to the United States and to all mankind if vre were to become clearly identified in the eyes of the world with physical symbols of friendship and progress like schools, universities, libraries and laboratories. 

The program Ipropose would involve grants for laboratories and facilities, for the endowment of professorships, institutes and research projects. Scholarships and fellowships would be granted after annual competitions in every region, every locality of every recipient country. It is difficult to imagine a more penetrating and meaningful way to identify Americans vri th 
individual opportunity, social democracy and international fraternity. 

I ask you for your consideration of this proposal. If you will give it your thoughtful criticism and your intelligent support, we may be able to help our country take another long step toward a more balanced and vital foreign policy and eventually a stable, just and serene peace. 

3/3/59 
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Dehvcrcd at the Banqt!et Scs.rion of the Fot:rtec,,th National CoJ;ference on Higher Iid11catioa, spoiJJorcd by tbe .t1ssocf,:::iua fc 

Higher Education, Chicago, Illinois, t\[arch 3, 1959 

qc
--.,~ LEAr l Y one of the main stream:; of Western thought 

---cradkd in the life of the great \\1 estern colleges ~ 
~ and universi ties-hns been the principle of balance, 

of equilibrium, of symmetry. 
How viral it is today that this Ariscotclian pric.ciple should 

shape American planning and policy. 
Yet how far from balanced, how free from distOrtion many 

of our nation::tl policies are today! 
There is, for example, a gross underemphasis on the need 

for ~x~~ndcd national productivity, particularly in rhe "public D 
serv 1ce area. 

D omestically, ·we are currently failing to assign a sufficiently 
high priority co housing, to school and hospital construction, 
to basic research, co education in gtneral. 

There is a striJ.. iuc: dependence today on short-run, make­
shift solutions, an unwillingness to program boldly ahead, 
anJ- a fixed idea that, while corpora te planning is somehow 
"good," government programming is invariably "bad." 

In our foreit;n policy we have developed a dangerously 
distorted pattern-a general overemphasis on the importance 
of p reserving the starus quo, a habit of over-reaction co moves 
of the Soviet bloc, and in recent yc::>.rs, a failure ro institute 
b road but flexible programs to deal w ith the infinitely 
complc:c problems of a world in the process of rapid and 
{)ften violent change. 

A "crisis rneocality" has de veloped-a pattern of drif t, 
-crisis and dri ft again. Each flareup is met 'by sudden, hasty, 

imj_)rovisarion-followed almost invariably by an alnYJSt tot.' 
relnps.:: into drift again. 

1nroughout the vast emergent rrrc~s of /.si.1 ancl 1\fric:. 
we have too often sought Ci1iy dcfcnsiyc miliwry allilrv: -
\Ve have, thereby, ruiss.:J S\'I'Ccping oppcrrunitics tO tria t[;, 
Cold \'Var by taking the srru,ggl~ tO the hig:tcr pLtnc 0,1 y;:,;,-i 
we have the greatest clnnce of success-the fi[;ht a:;1i-.: 
hunger and disease, the struggle for 1-..nowled,sc anJ huma. 
dignity. 

\Y/ e seem for ever on the defensive, forcycr "standing fine," 
fo rever reacting to a new So\·ict-creatcJ c;isis. 

StanJing on the defcnsiYc, we haYc failed w COillC to ui;s 
with the underlying economic and social probkms of t;t_ 
world on which communism feeds and g rows. "While th2 
emcrgenr peoples of the world are vitally imcresteJ in tl.~ 
great Eas~- \\'est strug._;lc, they arc primarily engross:-:J ia 
their own struggle tO find a way up--ar almost any co.;r­
from the mire of famine and disease, from the filt;1 ancl rJf> 
of "native quarters," from degmding ignorance, from their 
ourcaste, almost subhwn,1o status assigned co dte;n by ,: 
civilization which stumbled into the industrbl revolution two 
or three centuries before they Jid. 

There arc three words-"people, progress anJ l,e,;cc"­
that belong to the lexicon of democracy, :~nd th ,1t un;quel/ 
represent rhc D emocra tic tradition. 1hey arc powerful v;?;a; 
-SO important and SO powerful that thC e nemies Of ffL LdC --:1 
have attempted to take them to their bosoms-liter.illy tJ 
steal them away. 

' .. : . ·, 



dc\'tltlptthlll l't<ltl'-'' ;\1\ tt'u'llllllt!l·i.llitlll i, tll.lt Ill' t'.tltn.ltk 

,\ si!;n:lit.IIH l'·lllt•'ll ,>t tltc~c fur~< Is ~J'l't iti ,.tlly f,,r c.lut.ll iutu l 

del't:lt'l'llKilt 
]n .J ,i,lHtllll. \It' lh•\1 ll.ll't: lll.l<it: ~cver.tl hillr<ltt dtlll.trs won!t 

of hl.tll' l<l .tlltt\! untrttr~co; whith are rcp.tphlc in fon:i.~n 

,·urrcnci''· I rc·u,t:llncn.l rlut we :tlso c.tt!ll.11k :1 ptl!tion of 

thc~c ltl.ttl r, J'.li rn <tlls l<lr n luc.uion.t l purp<l~c·s. Such ftmd, 

m.t\' lltlt .tl<lttt· ·be· tlltllt~lt- for there ~r<- su·cr.t! countries 

p.t r.t i t~tl.trll· til .\Itt<.~. 11i1ne ~uclt funds :1re not :11ail.tble. I; 
tlll1se ,,1-;c~. ,t'ltls;,kr.<~t •Jil sltoukl be given w the apprt>pri.ttion 

t1f .IJ,Iitt<'ll.tl ,!ull.tr fun,ls 
No\\' i: is ob1 i,.,u, th.u all the educational problems in the 

wllrl.l c.tntHH lx· ~h,,.ti.ll'rc,l by the Unitecl States. \ \'e ln ve 

hu.'-'' cdu..:.H lt>tl.ti ncecls of our own; .tnd 1 hcsc should and 

rm:~r come Jirst T he dcvclopmcn t of fmcig1'1 educational 

syst ems must be: .1 primary responsibility of e~ch country. 

Dur th ink of the grc.lt g~ in ro the Uni ted St.Hes and co all 

n 
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lll. lttkill,l if ,.,,. were to bll<>llle ck.trly idullifrc:.l in the q·Ls 

11f the world wiilt pL)·:.i..::d ~;rnb()]s of frtut Lhip .!lid pn,grcss 

like sdtO<lh, universi t ies, libr.tr ics :tlld l:tbmatllrics. 

' lit e pl'llgr.tr.l] prup•>:,c W<ndd imolvc ;•r.tr!(S fur J.ti,,Jr.ttorics 

.ll1d bciliric:s, f,n the tnduwmc:tH o f ptOfc~~oiship·,, in ~titut<:s 

;111d rc'>c.trLh ptojcus. Schol.trship; :wd fcll ,llvsh ip; \\uull be 
gramed :1frcr :ulilu.tl cotnpuitions in c1·er)' rcgilln, c:vcr) 

loulity of cvuy recipient C()UIHty. It is difiiculr ro im~•t;ine ~ 

more: pe:nctr.tt ing and meaningful way w idl'ntify Americans 

with indi1 idu.tl opportunity, soci ~ l democracy and imcrn.uional 

fra tern ity. 

I ask yo u for your consideration of this proposal. If you 

will g ive it your thought ful criticism and your intelligent 

support , we nuy be able to help our country rake another long 

step roward a more b,tlanccd and vi c.1 l foreign poli cy and 

e1·c:ntu:tl ly a stable, just and serene peace. 

U: { US t 'EVER Ui D~R!::DUCATL: 

By fREDERICK MAYER, Author and Professor of Philosophy, Uuil'ersity of Red/,mds, Redlands, Califomi.1 

Dehz•ercd to the Calijomi.1 Te,zchers Associatio11, Uni!'ersity of So11tbem Califomi,t, Los Angeles, Califomia, Fcbmary 7, 1959 

~[ ASKFD my students recently tO write an essay about the 

outstanding comriburions of American civilization. One 

_ studu1t wrote tl ut he thout;ht our most significant 

achievement was in the field of technology. A nother class 

member s.tid our greatest attainment was our high standard 

of living. 1\ thi rd maintained that our most formidable con­

tribution w,ts our sys~em of democracy. And then one student 

remarked that our foremost contribution was our system of 

public educa tion . He w.ts righ t. Probably, when the rime 

comes, when hiswri .ms will survey our civilization, as we 

roday smvcy R ome, Greece, and Alexandria, they will regard 

educa tion as .Amcrio's main distinction. This should not 

make us arroganr, bcc~use the basic spirit of education has to 

be one of humility. \'Ve become wise nor as we imitate the 

past, but as we Jive fo r the future. Receptivity to new ideas 

which anticipate the fumrc is one of the distincrivc rrairs 

of American education. 
We arc living in a period of crisis in opportunity. The 

competition which we are facing interna tionally is extremely 

se\-ere, especially with Ru ssia, and eventua lly ·with China. 

\'Ve must be fir st rate because we are somewhar in the same 

position a~ .George 13ern .11' 1 Shaw when, ar seventy he was 

asked how he fc: lr and h_ ,.tid, "Sir, at my age you either feel 

great o r not at r,J l." 
To understand the impo:uncc of American education, let 

us look at its historical b.tck:;round for a moment. It is based 

upon the insights of men like J efferso n who was proud, not 

so much of his political ad1icvemenrs, but of ha.ving helped 

to establi sh the Univers ity of Virginia and for having fought 

for separat ion of state and church th roughout the United 

Stares. Jefferson, even in his seventies, would ride horseback 

10 miles a day so tint he could fulfill his duties as rectOr of 

the Uni1 crsity of Virginia. His office was always open ro 

faculry members and e\·en to freshmen. There was no stuffiness 

in him. lie was a constant student. At the age of ftftccn he 

had read more profound books than many leaders of American 

civ ilization are reading roday. At that age alre~dr he had 

mastered Aristotle and Plato; he had read Voltai re, Erasmus, 

and he was imbued with the spirit of ph ilosophy. 

J efferson had the fairh which has become a p .1 rr of our 

her itage rh at m an must live with insistent awareness of the 

present and that he must use the tcsourccs of re.tson. And in 

a letter he said that , if a democracy expects tO Jive, it must 

cul tivate educat ion. And what did ed ucation mean to Jdkr­

son? It meant a stress upon the humanities and · the sciences, 

it meant the forw ard look. It meant a cultivJtion of freedom 

as an absolute good. J elkrson \\as attacked vigorously just 

as many leaders of eduCltion arc being attacked roday. He 

was called an atheist, perverter of mor.tliry because he beliel't'd 

that epicureanism was an exceJlc,lt sysre111 of morality. He 

m aintained tha t there are two m ain guides for mankind: 

J esus and Epicurus. J esus because he taught u s how tO li1·c 

profoundly and Epicurus because he ta ught us that the most 

important pleasure is that of the mind. 

Another man who was a pioneer in education was Horace 

.Mann. He was a lawyer, who g,tve up law bcctusc as he said, 

"his client was humanity." \ 'Vhen he scarred his labors, the 

schools were extremely in.1dequatc. Pay was even worse thctn 

in our own period. Professiona l prcp.uation was on a , ·ery 

low level. He traveled throughout New England and often 

spoke for $5 a night; one rime be even swept out the lecture 

hall. \'V'here\·er he went, he raJ iacccl this conviction that 

education was n:i :t,n's gre.ucst good. lie entered Congress in 

1848, la ter bccttne· president of Antioch College. A s president 

of Antioch, he rolerated no social or racial disrincrions. H e 

gave one s~ech which bas become pa.rr of our cducariom.l 

hisrory and in which he said tO students and to te.Khers, "lk 

ashamed ro die until you ha1·e won a victory for inun.111 iry." 

Should th is not be the slogan fo r education in our own tim e? 

O urs is a period of vigo rous cri ticism of education. Sud­

denly we have a group of new experts; among them we find 

admirals, bc:J.Uticians, even morticians. After havin g; t.lll rr;1t 

fo r some years, I still do not know very much about e~lucat i~n . 
I think rhat it takes intimate acquaintance \ l ith educ.n ion on 

every level ro be able ro develop tem.1 tivc theor ies, tentative 

ideals and rencati\·e go,tls . Part of the critici~ms in our t ii!1C 

is simply based o n ignorance. There arc some who feel tlut 

we can have cut-rate educa tion. f o r example, ncar our cow­

munity, we had a. bond election and the opponents-some of 

them were conscientious objectors to th~ 20th century-



• d.ty in til<.: tiel,!, 11 til t~•J t<l sc· lt ldl for dll<:-c hnurs a night, 
tin· nic,iu, .t 11\.d .. t•' tt)' to k.tttl tel n.:.hl at~ol wtitc. Itt ln.!i.t, 
\"<Jllil,L:,dlll,l:,:t, I.."Ltn;~ ll .. ll 1'·1!''-r .ulll pc-ttlt!-;, :,l lt l.\1 for 
hl'lltS in .\ lt\.d,D!Jtlt ~clll'tll!()(lil\ ,11\d t1 l\CI l.lKL' th e-ir C.l)',L'I 
eyes till dtL tc.t-hll\. Jn ll.titi p.truns h.tl·c litu.tlly s()ld tit<.: 
tilling,; 0111 of thc·ir tLL'th w gn l\1lli1L')' fur their cltildrcn to 
go tu Selle ..1!. 

hluL<H l,lll i~ ,t j'u\\er ful perstl!l.tl ide.1l tcJ ptuplc in the 
underckl<: i•'i'~·J ll'uncrics. It is also indisr<:ns.tblc to their 
l'<:OtJclmi...: (' lll.~rcss anJ n.uiun.tl inJcpc!!dcnc<:'. At one rime, 
it w.ts dt<.: r.Hitcr simple bclid tlut the rc.1son some coutJtric 
were poLir ,tnd l.tgg.t r~ w.ts simplr th.tt they lacked neccss.uy 
UJ' tt.d ancl km1w-huw. Dm \ \'C arc cornint.; co undcrsr:tncl that 
muncy ancl tcdwiqucs arc not enough. 

The one resource mo;r of the necJ/ coumrics have in ample 
qu.1ntity is nunpvwcr. Uut iris unrr.tincJ, unskilled m.t npO\\'CL 
ln bcr, unless the h.tve-nor counrrits can dcn·lop the men 
needed :o make ctTenivc usc of the funds and knowledge 
pro1·ide,l by the more den:lopcd countrie , much of the aid 
will inc\'iubl y be wasted. 

The Comm unist leadership has recognized this inttncl:ltion­
ship very quickly and has taken vigorous steps accordingly. 
The achievements of Savi tt science have a prodigious cdu,a­
tional effort behind them_ 1luoughout the Communist nations 
nc\v universities arc cropping up, new buildings, ntw labora­
tories, and very brgc scholarship p rograms for talented 
students. In the student dormitories throughout the Sino-Soviet 
bloc, thous.lllds, in fact tens of thousands, of university students 
arc studying-from families and from remote rowns from 
which umil a fc'iv years ago no one had ever gone to a 
UntVCrSlt)'. 

Ir may be th <t t the Communist leaders are creating a force 
of freedom which may some day tc.u apart the Communist 
system· by educating masses of people. Dur for the present 
ther arc winning the loyalty and deeply felt gratitude of 
students and parcnrs. 

In tOO many of the cot.:ntrics of the Free \'Vorld educational 
systems arc impoverished and stagnant. Ir was in the great 
countries of the \\'est thM the univcrsiry idea was born and 
where a great university tradition has been built over rhe 
centuries. Dm some of these schools wday a1c suffering from 
too much hisrory. They arc burdened with traditionalism. In 
some cases ther arc still living and thinking in the sevcntcemh 
or eighteenth century. 

In the newly independent countries the problem is different. 
There, without a highly developed educational system and 
lacking in a sciemific and academic tradition, they are often 
building from scratch. Where thcr do have universiti es, they 
arc in too many cases poor imiutions of the most antiquated 
models from \\!estern Enrr'pc. Their graduates arc frequently 
mistraincd in terms of tlv_ needs of the country-the result, 
large numbers of unc m1 torcJ and unemployable university 
gradumcs form ing a core of disgruntled, resentful inrellccruals. 

In both the old and ne\Y free world countries when it 
comes time tO divide up the budget, the Ministry of Education 
is tOO frcqu(ntly pur at rhc end of the line. 

To eire just one case in point. In Greece, a coun try with 
some seven million people, the government oJTers about 350 
scholarsh ips a yc.tr tO excellent graduates of secondary schools 
co go on ro the university. Dur across the border, in Communist 
Yugoslavia with roughly double rhe Greek population, that 
governmcnr oJTcrs more than 30,000 scholarships . a year for 
students to go to the university! 

It is only a question of time before that educational gap 
will begin to crc•HC an economic, military, and political power 
gap. 

We arc, of course, not comp!erely ignoring this educatiooa! 

,t.;·'l'· A; ]' 11 kill>v:, on a limllecl seal<.: thc United St.ttes b:ts 
!J ,. ell J:il ing 'lll lil e ltc]p t<l ec!(t(,tliOil ,ll!<ll:•illL.ll IUII.tJ (ALil<lllJ,LS 
ict tcrtt,tciun dly. 'liH.: hiluri,;ltt pru;~r.utl lt.t·; uccn ,1 J::tc.tt ,\d 

of LfL.ltin.: sc.tte\c t:u,.,lti p. It !..ts bruu.:.;!tt uur a<:.t•lc,nic C.l!iii­

munity in to ciO'>er Ltl(ll.lll- witi1 the wurld of fo re ign s~..hohr ­

'>hip than e1·cr bdu rc. Throu.;h our atomic <:ncr;,}' proz.,tam 
we ate tr.1ini n~ foreign ~c iemist'i in our research imtitutions. 
In our l'LOilUJI1ic d<:~·cl op;ncnt pn>[;LllllS we arc brin,::in~~ 
forcit;n ttch nici.lnS hcrc cvur year for tr.tini ng. The Sutc 
D L'p.mmcn t is bringing O\'c:r lc:tdus in manr fields. Aud, of 
cou rse, our grc:lt priv:uc fc.. unLb tion'i have been giving as­
sistance to foreign cduc.uional insti tm i•Jns and have been 
assisting educational and sciwri!tc exchange for nlJny years . 
All these efforts arc to !Jc applauded. 

Dut all these eJTorrs rogcdter fall far short of the nccJ and 
the opportunity. Their fi rst defect is that they arc too small 
in scale. · 

Their second Jcfccr is that they arc focu scJ on only n:t rrow 
details of the tOt•tl problc;n of free world educational d..:,·clop­
mcnr--namcly, cxchan0c activit}', technical and vccar ional 
training. They have not cmph.:;i,:cc! the gcn..ral strc:J0thening 
and expansion of the forci;n educational systt:ms themselves 
-the indigenous schools and universities. 

The third defect is that what we have done has been under­
taken in a spasmod ic, left-handed, and half-hearted manner 
totally lacking in drama, and impact. 

I propose that we hunch a broad program of world cJu­
cational dez;dopmcnt-a plan of Education for Peace. 

The first step would be for the Congress of the Uni ted 
States ro declare to the free worlJ that we sha1c their beliefs 
in the values of educa tion and that we arc rc.1dy to >;OrK 
with them in building up their own educational systems tO 

train their own people. \VIc should dc:cl.ue our rcaJincss tO 

support a ten-year, three billion dollar cJTort for world-wick 
development of democrat ic education-on condition only that 
our fri ends bring to us sound plans for self-help :llld mutual 
help. 

We do nor propose to inttrfcre in the control or direction 
of their educatioml systems; they should and must direct their 
own patterns of educational growth_ 

The second step should be for us to draw toge:rher the 
many loose ends and separate efforts we arc no1v supponin3 
imo one agency in \'Vashingron. This body--perhaps in the 
form of a quasi-independent International Educational De­
velopment Foundation-would be responsible for leadership 
and focus in our international cducationJl efforts. It is im­
portant that such an agency stand on its own feet-nor as 
a subordinate part of a propaganda program, nor of a milirary 
program, nor even of an economic developrnenr program. In 
its long-term potentiality for American prospcrit]' and security, 
and for the strength and srabiiity of free nations C\-cry\\'hcrc, 
such an education efiort 'i';ould nor be second to any of the 
other assistance programs we arc supporting. It should there­
fore be not only visible bur prominent among our inter­
national agencies. Dut what abour the money! '\>;'here are 
fu nds of this magnitude to be found? If ir were necessary tO 
propose rhe appropriation of dollars ro this cJTort, I ·1vould 
still recommend this step, because I am convinced of the 
importance of education for peace and Progress. 

But this may not be necessary. As a result of the m.t jor 
programs of assistance in food anJ materials which the UniteJ 
Scares has given tO friendly nations in the p.1sr, v.-e now own 
considcrJ.blc balances of foreign currencies abroad. The present 
roral is in the neighborhood of rwo billion doll.us, and the 
roral is increasing as our food shipments anJ other kinJs of 
help continue. By agreement with the recipient countries, 
these funds can be used only for mutually agreed upon 



~\'1!\lllll'• liSIS :lit' ,k!CI!llillcd ll.l dclllO!lSlLllC ttl th" J\lr!Ul<.ill1 Clll!L:lllllll . 

. Iii·~ tbin:~ n.Hions tlut cunHnuni~m mc.tns economiL· ;111,! Bcl'ausc I arn a forntLr cullc.~;e tocbu tnyr,clf, :Jthl Lccausc 

i ''l''~tc~s. 
0' I lnve cousciuu:.ly m:~dc :~n c:ffoa to keep ope;) the lincs uf 

h 1 w~· h.t\'C permiuc,! the Cont:nun.ists very nc.uly t~ Cllll~l~Htnication l:etw~.:cn the .(()m:nu.nity of sclJ()Iars :~n~ th~.: 

L'pri.Hc the ,,·ord ··r-·H:e"--w puse :~s tit~.: pt.JC<.:·m:tkcrs poltuc:~l lcatlerslup of the nation, pcrhaps you vnll r;c:tmH we 

tt> u·~ us wi1h the Ltbcl of "w.tr-mon,~crs." · ro m:~ke one or two suggc..rions tu )OU, my respecreJ fri ends 

:-c .- nut, the Co.nmunists h.n·e~ bc,n getting :~way in the colleges ar,d univer::itics. . 

i,kl'' al piracy. 1hcy haYc been quicker than some l would ltke to put b:fore the Ho~tse a fe,~· tde.1s for 

ur tl\\ .t.l-·.s ro rc,:ugr~izc the re.1J b.Htlcground of the f~eJtng some_ of the br:~t_n-pmvcr of t!1e ~me~tc:Jn eduu-

hc stru~:;le for men's m;nJ:·-;~nd swifter tO under- uonal system mto the m:1chmcry of Anwnc:~n IoreJgn policy. 

c surging dri\'CS ch:~t :tre toppling kings and emperors One suggc~tion which I rcspcct_fully_ ~dv,~ncc is that more 

cnl,,ni.liist powers throu.;hour )l.si:t 3 ncl Afric:~. of our Amcncan colleges and umvcrsJtJcs should cncoura.;e 

uc we do not know our own strength! At least we h:~ve sea~c~Jing and f~ankcst di_sl.ussion and dt?batc of cunene 

J w mobilize it! 
pol1t1cal, econornJC :~nd sooal problems. 

.'e ur.;cmly nectl to design and LlllnLlJ a bro,JLl -r,auged 

~.Oirm.lliYc foreit;n poliq on the n.Hur.d streitgth:; of our 

.)n--} es, co h:trncss w the plow of foreign policy ou-r 

lCnduus indu5rri.ll c:tp.tcity, our dominant capital, our 

nical knowledge, our agriculcur.tl abund.tnce, our wealth 

r.tineJ eduotors, agriculturists, :~dminiscracors, technicians, 

:ors ::nd students. 

\'l1y h:~ve we not done it? 

would suggest that the cause m:1y be found in p:~rt in the 

: of status of the inrellectu:tl in our midst, and in the 

·it which a nation of producers has developed of judging 

worrh of a man or of an idea in terms of annual salary 

:Iollar cust. 
D 

[here appears today tO be too narrow a circle from which 

political leadership of the country tends to draw i ts advice 

l ideas. 

valu:tble as may be the counsel of financiers and manu­

turers and military officers-and the experience of these 

•ups of men is useful and valu:tble-che government's 

1damemal po icy decisions might well be predicated upon 

11ider ..;, 1se. I am convinced that the counsel of men and 

.men dly representative of agriculture, of labor, of the 

1e scientific community, of the legal an medical 

.10ns, of the clcr,gy, of the teaching profession,-yes, 

1 of the am-should be sought out and given incense 

Jsideracion by the responsible political leaders of the nation. 

FirU1er, stronger, more freely-flowing li nes of communica­

m must be set up to channel the ideas and enthusiasms of 

tcllectual America inro the halls of Congress and inro the 

ind and heart of each man who occupies the office of the 

esidency. 

I am not one of those who believe-nor do l think that 

tyone in this audience believes--chat all the problems of the 

orld can be soh-cd by education. 

Bur I am deeply impressed with , 1 ,!lue and the power 

: education-its value as an end in ic~clf, for its key role 

t the fre<:ing of man's spirit and the enrichment of his life­

Jd irs power ro shape the destinies of nations. 

There is increased public attention to education cod:~y­

~flected in its most dramatic form in the p:1ssage by the 

:ongrcss of the National Defense Education Act last yeJr. 

:ongress in this Act explicitly recognized the worth and the 

nponance of a broad-based educational system-and did 

.oc plunge the country in tO a lop-sided effort in beha lf of 

cienrific and technical training alone. 

\Ve specifically encouraged young people to go into teach­

ng, through a provision permitting the writing off of a. 

'onion of the Federally-.suaranreed college srudent loan. We 

.ingle ut l angu:~ge trainin,; for special emphasis, because of 

l1e appalling g2ps in our hnguage abilities. But we 

conscious efforr co write legislation which would 

\X'hile there is a role for the colleges co play as "isbnds of 

comcmpbtion," there is a concurrent rcspoosibility to prep:~te 

the individual for the day tO day p:trticip:~cion tlut the detno­

cracic process requires. 

Secondly, I would urge you to resist the dcm:~nds tl1.1t we 

Cllt down on our efforts co provide libcr.1l education, in fa\'Or 

of more training of scientists and engineers. To be sure, '>ve 

need more scientists and engineers! But I am of the opinion 

that we can afford an educational esc:~blisbment gre:~t enough 

ro train all the scientists and engineers we c:~n conceivably 

usc, w ithout cutting back on the vital effort toward liberal 

education. They are not mutually exclusive at all. 

I have only one suggestion to make insofar as the college 

curriculum is concerned. There is a need, I feel as a m.1n in 

public life, for a much clearer understanding on the part of 

college graduates of the mainsprings of national power and 

the motivations of national conduct. Too often a swdent c:tn 

emerge from a series of courses in economics and histoty and 

government without a real understanding of their inter­

relationship, without making the kind of spHhesis that will 

prepare him co face and help to solve the problems of his 

society and his nation . 

Tnese are modest suggestions, and humbly put. for I have 

profound respect for the char:tcter and the achievements of 

American higher education. Americans take great pride in 

the vigor, the stability, and the integrity of our colleges and 

un iversities. 
My principal question tonig t is not how we can improve 

our American educational system-but rather what we can 

do co more fully utilize the great example and the great 

strength of American education in a more constructive and 

affirmative foreign policy. 

T he works of peace-as well as the words of peace-are 

imperative in American foreign policy. 

Yes, we must bro:tden and intensify the existing programs 

for the use and distribution of our v:csc food abundance. The 

generous and pbnncd use of·; fooJ and fiber has alre:~Jy m.tde 

an histOric contribution to the social and economic well-being 

of many nations. This is the national diort I call Food for 

Peace. I t can be che foundation for a se ries of works of peace. 

A second and parallel effort is in preparation-He:tlth 

for Peace. I h:~ve joined with Senator Lister Hill of Alabama 

in proposing an International Health :tnd Medical Resc.1rch 

Act. We are hoping tO mobilize the medical and scientific 

resources of America behind a massive assault on disease, 

pestilence, malnut rition and p:~in. 

I invi te your considerG.tion conig Jt of a third rn:~jor work 

of pe:~ce-what I shall. c:tll an "Education for Peace" progr.1m. 

If education has been one of our cherished American ideals, 

it is also one of the deepest hopes and needs of people 

everywhere. 
In Sicily there are towns where the farmers after a long 
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