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lACK OF CONCERN FOR PEOPLE HANDICAPS U. S. IN WORJ:J), SENATOR HUMPHREY SAYS 

Weaknesses of the present Republican Administration in foreign policy steru 

from the same attitudes that have undermined the public's confidence on domestic 

issues, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) declared last night in an address 

before a Democratic Party dinner at East St. Louis, Illinois. 

''What is lacking on the foreign front is exactly what is lacking at home 
a lack of interest in, understanding of, and concern for people," Senator Humphrey 
declared. 

"The truth is that a Republican Administration -­
a conservative government -- finds itself incapable of 
appreciating or understanding the full meaning of the 
political, economic, and social revolution that is un­
derway today throughout the world, and indeed has been 
underway in many parts of the world for the past two 
generations. 

"The Republican Administration has grudgingly, reluctantly, and hesitatingly 
accepted some of the reforms of the New Deal. But this very hesitancy, this re­
luctance, this dispirited acceptance of both domestic and foreign policies repre­
sents the weakness of the conservative government. 

"On the domestic front, the form, the letter of the law in such great poli­
cies and programs as social security, unemployment compensation, public works, 
social welfare and others, has been accepted -- but the spirit of Administration 
that makes these laws and policies meaningful and effective is either absent or 
on a short leash. 

"In the field of international relations, the Republican Administration 
the conservative government -- again embraces the forms and institutions of our 
foreign policy, but fails to breathe life and strength into them. 

"The conservative government sees the problems but never comes up with the 
answers. It is more concerned about the traditions and institutions of govern­
ment than it is about the people that the government is designed to serve. 

'~en it comes to the nation's economy, the conservative government -- the 
Republican administration -- becomes almost psychopathic about an inflation to 
which it has contributed most generously through its own fiscal and credit poli­
cies, while it literally ignores rising unemployment, a decline in national pro­
ductivity, and the mounting problems that will come with automation and advanced 
technology. 

"Even now it. ignores the realities of our economic slowdown and drift. 

"It fails to comprehend the true impact and mean­
ing of the Soviet economic challenge. The tired, timid, 
and cautious old men who are responsible for the conduct 
of our domestic and foreign policies simply do not com­
prehend the totality of the attack which the Communists 
have launched against us. They prefer to deal with 
these problems one at a time -- area by area, problem by 
problem -- rather than recognizing that we are compelled 
to face up to all of these problems at once. 

"The Communist attack is a totalitarian advance. It goes on the military, 
economic, political, ideological, and social fronts all at once. The emphasis 
may be slightly more on the military at one period and on the economic at another. 
But the attack goes on relentlessly in every area. 

"Frankly, the Republican Administration has not equipped the nation to meet 
this attack. The Soviet forces are in the field, particularly on the economic 
and psychological fronts. We are still planning to meet this attack by the old 
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methods of armaments, conventional diplomacy, and limited economic aid. 

"A conservative economic philosophy that inhibits progress and growth and 
cautious Republican conservatism that emphasizes economy at the expense of a posi­
tive program for peace is a repudiation of our role as a world leader. 

"This Administration, as a conservative govern­
ment 1 has demonstrated its utter incapacity and ina .. 
bili ty to identify w1 th people -- the needs of people 1 

the hopes and wants of people 1 here and abroad. 

"In the Middle East, it is far more concerned with kings and oil than it is 
w1 th people and water. 

·~ere the threat or reality of war has demanded our attention, we have per­
mitted our foreign policy in the Far East and Africa to be primarily gove111ed 
by the surge of events managed and directed by the Communists. 

''We counter-attack -- we react -- rather than design a program that we know 
to be right and sound and worthy of our efforts and sacrifice. 

"In Latin America, we have praised dictators and discredited economic insti­
tutions at the expense of sound public policy for ourselves and our neighbors. 

''We have insisted upon allies, when it would have been better if' we bad 
sought to make friends. But the most depressing picture of' all is how we have 
lost the mantle of' the peace maker. 

"We have talked ourselves out of the role of peacemaker, With such slogans 
as "More Bang for a Buck," "Massive Retaliation," and screaming headlines about 
our ability to destroy our enemies. 

"Let us never forget that there are many more people in this world who want 
to live than want to die. 

''What they seek is help, guidance, :friendship, understanding. What this 
world needs today is not massive retaliation, but massive doses of health, educa­
tion, and food. 

"We need some guided missiles to the hearts and minds 
of men -- missiles of' technology and science, missiles of' 
schools and education. Yes, missiles of' medicine and medi­
cal care -- of jobs and industry, of public works and pub­
lic welfare. 

"It is to the creation of these missiles that we must dedicate our talents 
and energies.· This world Will not be saved or spared by missiles of' war with 
thermonuclear warheads. Important as they are for our national security and our 
defense against the aggressive, imperialist Communism, it will take more than de­
fense to build a peaceful world. 

''We must wage peace, while we defend ourselves against attack. We must move 
on the offensive, and declare war against mankind's most ancient and terrible 
enemies of hunger 1 disease, poverty, and ignorance. 

"It must be more than a war of words -- it must be a war of deeds;" Senator 
Humphrey declared. 

- 30 -



noo ,Q'J WE ARE FOR PEOPLE, PROGRESS AND PEACE 

Address prepared for deli very by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D. ,Minn.) before Jackson Da.y Dinner of East St. Louis 
Democratic City Central Committee, East St. Louis, Illinois, March 17, 1959, 7:00 p.m. 

It is good to have this opportunity to gather with 

fellow Democrats, both to review the political scene, a.nd 

We Democrats ha.d a great year in 1958. 

~we can have another :n 1960 -­

some soul searching to do. ~ (_ r 1\. 

but it may require 

-
~ !lema: rats . can and do win, when we are inbued with 

a. purpose-- a. purpose beyond just the glory of. winning. 

. ~ LOur purpose must always be to serve people, to be 

7LJ.. deeply concerned about the well-being of people -- all people, 

everywhere. 

~----------------- --

{ 



-la- ooo 
But most importantly ot all, 9ur purpose must 

~ace with Justice, in a l!Orld now jittery with fears 

and tensions. 

~ ~ Our most urgent purpose, in order to merit the 

country's confidence in 1960, must be a responsible, 

constructive approach to buildi a climate for wo ld eace 

-- regardless of partisan divisions between the executive 

and legislative branches of our government. 

Z What is good for our country is good for the !leur:>-

cratic Party -- and more concern about people, progress, 

and peace is good .for both. S - ~ , 
101 

I 

~ want to talk to you tonight about people, pr~s, 

and peace, because that is what we Democrats stand for -- and 

(' 
what our country should stand for in the world today. 

~I have chosen this subject because it represents not 

only the scope and sweep of Democratic government, but also -- --

) 
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oot. s 
the challenges and opportunities which face the ni ted 

States and its allies in this decade and the years ahead. 

~These three ~rds, people, progress, and peace, be­

long to the lexicon of' democracy. It is democracy, ~ 

@·mJ Q, ·.re eery, gev ez;;weut by the consent of ~so,erned 1 

that truly represents people -- their hopes, their aspirations, 

their needs and their basic rights and privileges. It is 

democracy that should symbolize progress -- physical and 

material progress without sacrifice of' spiritual values. 

And indeed in this, the 20th Century people insist on 

progress. They know that modern technology and science 

combined with capital and resourcescan ~ 
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~roduce progress. 
n 0 " Q G 

I mean progress that is symboli ed"'by in-

dustrialization, better health, education, human welfare, a ___ ___... 

rising standard of living and freedom from want, freedom 

from fear. 

~ which s~~d and must champion the cause of pea;.e. And 

by peace we do not mean merely the absence of war or violence, 

we mean a peace in which nations work together for common goals 

and people dedicate their energies to the improvement of the 

conditions which surround mankind. 

A Yes, these three important wrds of "people, progress, 

and peace" belong to the Democratic t_.radition. The words them-

saves are like powerfUl missiles directed to the hearts and 

minds of~ ar so 1mP9rta.nt and so powerful in their 

-/L / ! %.-
enemies of freedom have attempted . o steal 

acy. 
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It represents a frontal assault on the r~parts of democracy 

itself. 

A Take a look and see what has happened. In eNery 

totalitarian system or nation the spokesmenof the Communist 

ideology continues to refer to people 1 progress 1 and peace. 

~is the "People's Republic of China" . It is the "Feople's 

Republic of Korea11
• In the instance of East Germany 1 the 

...... - --------
Communists have even gone one step further in their use of 

the terminology of free institutions. They call the Com--
munist puppet state1 "The German Democrat'Republic". It is 

neither Democratic in spirit nor a Republican form of govern-

ment 1 and it . is highly questionable whether or not the leaders 

of that Communist state are German. At least they have lost 

their ·dedication to the great history and tradition of Germany. 

They are Communist at heart 1 in spirit1 and in~olitical alle-

giance. ---
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~ But like it or not, the Communists have tried to 

steal our trademark and in many areas ot the world are 

getting by with it. They .ta ve become, through their 

propaganda, the loudest voices using the words "people, 

progress, and peace." 

have accused them ot stealing and 

-
terminology to dress up their Communist 

system. We have shouted thiet, thiet, and pointed an 

accusing finger at the guilty ones. But in our frenzied 

and emotional tirade against the totalitarians, I am 

atraid that we have tailed to adequately proclaim our own 

progress, and peace. " 

that a Republican Administration -- a 

conservative government -- finds itself incapable ot appre-

ciating or understanding the tull meaning of the political, 

economic, and social revolution that is underway today throughout 
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the world and indeed has been underway in many parts of 

the world for the past two generations. 

~The Republican Administration has grudgingly, re-

luctantly1 and hesitatingly accepted some of the reforms of 

the New Deal. After having denounced the foreign policy of 

both Roosevelt and Truman, it hesitatingly and out of sheer 

necessity 1 when in office, through an assessment of the 

facts, was compelled to accept the broad outlines and objec-

tives of American foreign policy in the post-war period. 

~ But it is this very hesitancy 1 this reluctance 1 

policies that represents the weakness of the 

government. 

~On the domestic front, the form, the letter of the 
.... t 

law in such great policies and programs as social security, 

unemployment compensation, public works, social welfare and 
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others, has been accepted, but the spirit of Administration 

that makes these laws and policies meaningful and effective 

is either absent or on a short leash. 

one domestic problem as an example, 

namely the crisis in education including both the lack of 

classroom space and facilities and the inadequacy of trained .--
teachers and proper salaries for them. The Administration ----
studies this problem to d~th. It worres about the problem. 

L.llut it ~Y worries about the all:~:= dangers of Federal 

control in the field of education. It apparently can not 

see the danger both. to individuals and the nation of an in-

adquate and underfinanced school system. 

~While the nation cries out tor more scientists, better 

teachers, higher educational standards, the Administration 

sings the budget blues and underscores the woes and worries 
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of Federal control. 

~The ~·e·~·_see't·~ 
but never comel up with the answers. iJtP:/ more concerned 

about the traditions and institutions of government than it 

is about the people that the government is designed to serve. 

hen it comes to the natiorls economy, ~e liiCW&I-

:rqpjye ?£ en;_-- the Republican Administration -- be-

comes almost psychopathic about an inflation to which it 

has contributed most generously through its fiscal and credit 

policies, while it literally ignores rising unemployment, a 

decline in national productivity, and the mounting problems 

that will come with automation and advanced technology. 

~Even now it ignores the realities of our economic 

slowdown and drift. 
~ ~ A It fails to comprehend the true impact and meaning oi' 
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the Soviet economic challenge. The tired, timid, and cautious 
._._ .... 

old men who are responsible for the donduct of our domestic and 

fo~eign policies simply do not comprehend the totality of the 

attack 'Which the Communists have launched against us. They 

prefer to deal with these problems one at a. time -- Fe a. by 
;> 

area., problem by problem -- rather than recognizing tha.t we 

are compelled to face up to all of these problems a.t once. 

( The · Cozmn\mist attack is ~ ~IJailliae5:ii~a=aW~. It 
.~&..:=--...--vcr '- ,_ 

~ . 
~ on the military, economic, political, ideological, and 

social fronts a.ll a.t one time. The emphasis may be slightly 

more on the military a.t one period and on the economic a.t 

another. But the attack goes on relentlessly in every area.. 

~ L Frankly, the Republican Administration has not equipped 

the nation to meet this attack. The Soviet forces are in the 

field, particularly on the economic and psychological fronts. 

We are still planning to meet this attack by the old methods of 
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armaments, conventional diplomacy, and limited economic aid. 

Yes, the real d~er is on the foreign front, or 

in the field of international relations. Here again the 

Republican Administration -- the eonservati ve government --

embraces the forms and institutions of our foreign policy, 

b~ fails to breathe life and strength into them. 

The Seventh Fleet is still in the Pacific. The 

Sixth Fleet is in the Mediterranean. The NATO Alliance 

continues to have our support and Mutual Security and foreign 

aid are continuing American policies. 
--~~------------------

es, th~ too, there is technical assistance and 

oint Four and our adherence to and participation in the United 

Nations. All of these things were with us , in 1950 and they 

continue to be with us in 1959· 

We continue to extend economic aid and military 

assistance. All that is nev in these past years is the Baghdad 

-------
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act with all of its trouble and uncertain value, the SEATO 
,. ) I,.. 

v L 
Organization which at best is an expression of American con-

cern and interest in the Far East. 

To be generous, one might add the so-called Eisenhower 

Doctrine in the Middle East which is but another name for what 

could have been done and was being done under the terms and 

authorizations of foreign aid and military assistance. It 

was new public relations for old public policy. It represents 

nothing new except a realization of the gravity of the sit-

Then what is wrong - the policies and the objectives 
.. 

of our foreign policy seem very much the same now as in the 

past. Yet it is quite obvious to one and all that there is some-

thing lacking and something desperately needed. 

~t is lacking on the foreign front is exactly what 

is lacking at home. A lack of interest in, understanding of, or 

=-
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concern for people. A conservative economic philosophy that 
A 

inhibits progress, and growth and cautious Republican conser- ~· 
.,.... ...-- - . \II ~~(",.,., ... . • . ...__. r~~ 

vativism that emphasizes ~cono~ at the expense of A: positive _ .. 

program for peace is a. rep~diation of our role as a world -
leader. 

4• Administration, 

demonstrated its utter incapacity and inability to identify 

with people -- the needs of people 1 the hopes and wants of 

people here and abroad. 

~ddle Eatst it isil.r more concerned with king 

and oil than it is with people and water. Where the ~or 

the reality of war has demanded our attention we have permitted 

our foreign policy in the Fa.r East and Africa to be primarily 

governed by the surge of events managed and directed by the 

Communists. 

We counter-attack -- we react -- rather than design 
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a program that we know to be right and sound and worthy 

of our efforts and sacrifice. 

In Latin America we have praised dictators and 

discredited economic institutions at the expense of sound 

R~ 
public policy for ourselves and our neighbors. The image 

,4 

of the Good Neighbor has been unnecessarily and shamefully 
c:;).; t 

forfeited. 

~We have insisted upon allies when it would have 
/ 

been better if we had' sought to make rriends. L(But the 

most depressing picture of all is how we have lost the 

mantle of the peace maker. The slogans of this Republican 

Administration are evidence enough to demonstrate to any 

person how we have played right into the hands of the Com-

munist propagandist who accuses us of aggression and of war-

like aims. 
~ 

While the American citizen may understand these slogans 
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!or what they are -- mainly political palaver or in more 

sophisticated words, 'public relations• -- the people in 

other parts of the world do not always comprehend our rather 

shoddy colloquial expressions. 

}___ \lrum you talk of a bigger "bang for a buck", 

"massive retaliation", 1'massi ve deterent" and you explain 

in screaming headlines the terrible destructive power of the 

new fantastic nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons -- when day 

after day you attempt to aatisfy the American public's desire 

!or an adequate defense structure by headlines announcing 

another new missile or plans !or an even bigger and more 

deadly missile and rocket, is it any wonder that millions and 

millions of people throughout the world doubt our dedication 

to peace. 

. ~ have talked ourselves out of the role of peacemaker. 

And This Administration has done it without even providing the 
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nation with the defense that it requires. 

~What, an ironical situationl 

;(The "big talk" about big -ns that needless:cy 

1"'\ 
v u 

and foolishly frightens people in many areas of the world 

is the same big talk that has been used here at home in 

the United States to mislead the American people into 

thinking that our defenses are strong1 and that our power 

is invincible. 

~Public relations has been used as a substitute 

for public policy. 
~ 

~opaganda has been substituted ~or preparedness. 

&e political slogan of a balanced-budget has been 

substituted for the maintenance of a proper balance of power 

in the world. 

Even massive deterrence has given way to a new kind 

of jargon called "miniml,):m deterrence" . 
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satisfy the Republican bard-money, tight-credit, high 

interest, balance-the-budget, tax loophole, special 

privilege, economic royalist credo. 

It might be tolerable to be accused of being aggressive, 

a warmonger, and even to have people believe it -- if we had 

such unmistakable and unchallengeable power that the Soviet 

Union and her satellites recognized the futility of attempting 

to either threaten or attack us. 

~ut, as they used to say in college days, "we get the 

blame, but not the game. 11 

~We find ourselves with an Aministration that is more 

concerned over inflation than it is with a world conflagration. 

~Its spokesmen say quite openly, inflation is our 

greatest danger -- even as Khrushchev threatens us again 

and again, and as the power of the Communist military and 

economic machine expands every day. 
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of this country are truly dedicated to peace. 

r\0 
UU -.J' 

~Ours is a tradition of peace and generosity, of 

compassion and humanitarianism. 

~What is more, there is nothing inc~atible about 

having a strong defens~e shield to give us the security 

and the sense of inner strength that makes possible the 

fulfillment of our mission as the peacemaker. 

( Let us never forget that there are many more people 

in this world who want to live, than want to die. 

~et us not forget that milli~ns of people have lived 

under conditions of tyranny and terror for so long that 

there is nothing more that can be done to frighten them. 

}____What they seekJ is help, guidance, friendship, under-
w:;;; 

today is not massive retaliation, 

L_......---
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~ut massive doses a; ::alth, education, and ~ood. 
~ need some guided missiles to the hearts and 

minds of men -- missiles of technology and science, 

missiles of schools and education; yes, missiles of 

medicine and medical care -- of jobs and industry, of 
4" -

public works and public welfare. 

~ It is to the creation of these missiles that we 

must dedicate our talents and our energies. 

(This world will not be saved or spal'ed by missiles 

of war with thermo-nuclear warheads. 

~Important as they are for our national security 

and our defense against the aggressive, imperalist communism, 

it will take more than defense to build a peaceful W>rld. 

~ We must wage peace, 'While we 

\'"' .. s 
. --­attack. 

defend ourselves against- I 
~ <) 1 
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~We must move on the offensive, and declare war 

against mankind~ s most ancient and terrible enemies of 

hunger, disease, poverty, and ignorance. 

~is declaration of war must be more than a war ) 

of words. 

k must be a war of deeds -- the kind of deeds that 

we Americans have demonstrated our ability to accomplish 

and perform. 

~ need a bold, new "Food for Peace 11 program, dedi-

eating our God-given abundance to serving the needs of 

humanity -- rather than complain~ about it. 

j__we need a dramatic, worldwide "Health for Peace" 

program, with vastly expanded international medical re-

I 
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I") 
J u ..; . 

~e need to launch a broad program of ~ edu-

their beliefs in the values of education, and tha we are 

lding up the r own ucational 

year effort for world-wide development o democ atic 

e fran the 

~ese are truly tbe "Works of Peace" . 

These are the kinm of deeds that made America what it 

is today. 

/______They are the kind of deeds that helped bind up the 

\ 
\ 

\ 
I 

0-ur? 
( 
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~un.ds a.f'ter World War II, through successf'ul completion 

of the Marshall Plan. 

~ey are the kind o~ deeds by which our country's 

great v~l~ta.ry, churc!:, and non-sectarian groups have 

-brought a message of kindness, compassion, and helpfulness 
I 

to millions of people throughout the world. 

They need to be multiplied manyfold, to present the 

real image of America for all to see -- a. country truly 

dedicated to people, pro~=d,above aJ.l else, peace. ~) 

0e need far less talk that portrays us as a. 

bellicose and belligerent people, and much more emphasis 

on our programs and policies to help people live. 
-

~Our program must be one that has as its objective 

better living for people everwhere! 

L The world is weary of war, and threats of war. 

~ The people of this world want someone to help them on 
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the path of helping themselves, rather than someone to 

frighten them. 

-........ 

March 16, 1959 
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are from the redone copies of the Women's Democratic Club 

speech on People, Prggress, and Peace. 
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