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SEMA TOR HUMPHREY CHARGES ADMINISTRATION WITH "SOCIAL RLINDNESS", URGES ACTION

TO REVITALIZE ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREAS
Senator Hubert H., Humphrey (D,, Minn.) accused the Republican Administration

?a:: night of "social blindness" -- a failure to "see or feel the plight of
America's unemployed workers and their hungry families, and to understand the
eximT®] waste of goﬂdﬂa and ha’mds in the many areas of chronic unemployment
throughout the cou nt ry." (1()

Speaking_to an audience in XEESCIcyoWemndx Ghai'leston, West Virginia,
Senator Humrhrey said that "Ad;ninistrttim leaders are trying to galr the
economic health of the nation by watching the stock market, corporation profits,
and by golf-link discussions with representatives of the great corporations and
financial insitutions.”

"What the kdmdmx President and his advisere_s need to do is to get around the
country and talk to the people in West Vi;‘ginéa and northe rn Minnesota mining

dq,_

towns, or in any of a hundred areas where xewx families are trying to held on

without jobs, without hope, and often mthoutd food," Senator Humphrey

deczared,

"I can't belisve that the President would oppose our Area Redevelopment

legislation, our Democratic program for extending unemployment benefits, our

efforts to expand the school lunch program, and our attempts to expand publie



works projects in economically depressed areas, if he only understpod the
trily desperate acono:;iic sitvation in these areas,”

"The trouble. with the Rdputlican Administration," he cherged," is that
they put dollars before people, balancing the budget before balancingthe

fat
nation's economy, and/corporate profits before fudl employment!™

"This is a Roxnmbhémgyx care-nothing, do-nothing, backward-looking,
budget-preoccupied Gove rnment that is letting our nation slide into a secondary
position in world power and permit ting economic conditions to exist inxtmekx
F¥exgiokaxendx that are intolerable and disgraceful xex in a country of such
wealth and resources."

Sera tor Humphrey said that an Administration that Iundarst'ood and gave
importance to the problems of chronically depressed areas would take vigorous
and immediate steps to copef with them, "It would recognize that such areas are
a cancer in the economic Xifx and social life dB the nation, draining away the
strength and vitality of our nation, and that to remain indifferent is to c_ourt
national disasterl"

He said that the Democratic Congress, hampered aml blocked by fobstinate

xmik opposition from the President and the Burean of the Pudget", is attempting
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to provide both temporary relief for the "appallipg conditions which find
wives and little children living on the r agged edge", and at the same time
searching for methods of "revitializing and reinvigorating the econmies of
areas which have been subjected to great changes due to technolociecal development
and funddmental patterns of consumption,"

Senat or Humphrey predieted that the Democratic Congress would pass --"if
necessary,over the President's veto" -- the bill to extendf{ and expand temporary

Penefits

unemployment benefits, giving tempomary rmiiw® immediately to nearly 2 million

Jobless Americans who have either exhuasted their benefits, or who are not

eligible under present law,

He said that "there is no excuse for the failure of the Administration to
| Wwdin unddtints whue butdew av aTluetl,
provide as much food as is needed “tomfamidbes who-heve-nesd-of=it=ir—ths=depressed

: v
50#4‘; wilkad ddei( ol T lnesy W(M
. aEemmg™= and that dfedmex Congress would provide as mesx mary funds as the

President would re-uest for this purpose,

Xoxckbm )
"These, of course, are short-term palliatives, " Senator Humphrey sadd.

"They can ease the pain, but they deswet in themaelmg cure the economic illness
of these depressed areas,"
S:nat or Humphrey described the Area R“development Bill already passed once

and vetoed by the President, and "soon to be passed again by the 86th Congress",

-



as a xx"sound and consiructive attempt te focus on the long-range needs of

distressed
the economically Rexresmm@carxefsix areas,"
'

"This legislation would provide two tadly-needed programs -- one to
retrain undemployed workers to take new kink of jobs in new industry, and the
other to e ncourage nee;i industry to est-blish itself in the distressed areas
through long-term, low-interest tovernment financing," he explained,

"There is even more that the Federal and S;ate Go errments can do
together -- basieally finaneed with Federal funds drawn from t_he healthier
sections of the nation,2-Sgnator Humphrey said.

e He préposed that _ghlennement undertake ##o. bromad programs for the
restorat ion of basic health to thedistressed areas:

l. Comentration of pokiix authorized public wrks programs designed

.,Q‘..,Tb..n. Aann 71.14‘75{7 #M/«m—(
to produc tivdyy of the areas -- to provide

bl 41 woil _
transporation facilities, more and cheaper powsr sources,

greatly expadded
better school buildings and laboratories, and/timber management

wblir wder

practices, in avoropriate areas. “5"ch[projecta," Sentor Humphrey

noted, "world also wwmx act as s@ immediate stimulants in the ar-a

f@- wrdie
by providing additional obs/’ and markets for ‘W{}KB

4
are a.



2. Intensifed Government-financed researéh into the ways of
making greater use of the raw materials and natural resourceé of
the distressed areasﬁ‘tf find addftional outlets for existing
industry and new outlets for the latent wealth of the area,"
‘é}(}om mment assistare to families in ar as of low natural-resource
potential, faxx to aid them in moving to other aress lhi}cht:x of

Rewexaxhigchexexxix the country which have betier employment

opportuniti s,



"see or feel the plight of America's unemployed workers and thelr

bungry families, and t¢ understand the waste of skill, talent,
and hands in the many sreas of chponic unemployment throughout
the country.”

"The seeds of recession and unemployment were planted on
the date that the Eisemhower-Republican Administration started
its Mmm rate policy. The responsibility
for the slow-down in our economy and the continuation of
unemployment along with the rising cost of living rests squarely
with the Republican Administration. No single factor has added

to inflation more than the rige in the interest rates. The

American people, both as tax payers and cnsumers, are being
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victimized by the Republican Administration.

“Yes, its policies have falled to balt inflation, have
resulted in retarded econouic growth, serious unemployment,
and promoted dangerous inbalances in our economy.

Speaking to an audieance in Charleston, West Virginia,
Senator Humphrey said that "Administration leaders ave trying
to guage theeconomic health of the nation by watehing the
8 tock market, corporation profits, and by golf-link discussions
with representatives of the great corporstions and financial
iastitutions.

"What the Ppesident and his advisers need to @0 is t get
around the countyry and tdk to the people in West Virginia and
northern Minnescta mining towns, or in any of a hundred aress
where thousands of families are trying to hold on without jobs,
without hope, and often without adequath food,” Semator Humphrey

declared.
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svea Radevelopment legislation, our Demceratic progren for
extending wenploynent beasfits, our efforts to expand the
ool Lunch progran, and ourdbenis to expend public vorss
projects in economically depressed areas, if he only understood
the truly desperste economic situstion in these aress.

“The trouble with the Republican Adnimintwetion,” be
charges, "is that they put dollars before people, balancing
the budget before balancing the nation's economy, and fat
corporate profits before full employment!

‘Thisis a ceve-nothing, do-nothing, backward-locking, budget-
precceupied Government that is letting our nation slide into
& secondary positioy in world pover and pesmitting economic
conditions to exist that are intolerable and disgraceful in a
countyy of such wealth and yesources.'

Senator Humpbrey said thet an Administration that understood
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and gave importance to the problems of chronically depressed
aress would take vigorous and immediate steps to cope with

them, Tt would recognize that such aveas are a caacer in

the econouic and social life of the nation, draining awey the
strength and vitality of our nation, sad that to remain dndifferent
is to court national dissster!”

He said that the Democratic Congress, hampered end blocked
by "obstinate opposition from the President and the Bureau of
the Budget, is sttempting to provide both temporary yelief for
the “appalling conditions which find wives and little children
living on the ragged-edge”, and at the same time searching for
netbods of "revitalizing and reinvigorating the economies of
aveas which have beea subjected to great changes due to tech-
nological development and fundamental patterns of consumption.’

Senstor Humphrey prediced tiat the Demccratic Congress wuld

pass -- Yif neceseary, over the Fresidenmt's veto" -- the bill to
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extend and expend temporary unemployment bemefits, giving
teuporary benefits immedistely to nearly 2 million jobless
Ameyicans who have either exhaasted their benefits, or who
are not eligible under present law.

fe said that 'there is nc excuse for the failure of the
Administration to provide as much food as is needed under
conditions where children are actually golng withowt adequate
clmwm",mmmmmuw
funds as the Presidest would request for this purpose.

"These, of course, are short-term palliatives,” Senator
Humphrey said. "They can esse the pain, but they cannot in
themselves, cure the economic illness of these depressed arees.’

Sengtor Humphrey described the Area Redevelopment Bill
already passed once and vetoed by the President, and 'soom to
be passed again by the SGth Congress,” as a “sound and con-
structive attempt to focus on the long-range needs of tie

economically distressed areas.
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"This legislation would provide two badly-needed programs
-= one to retrain uwemployed workers to tale new kinds of
Jobs in new industry, and the other to encourage new indwtry
to establish itself in the distressed areas through long-term,
low-interest government financing, he explained.

‘There is even moye that the Fedeml and Stadbe Govermments
can do together -- basically financed wth Federal funds drawn
fron the healthler sections of the nation,” Semtor Humphrey
sald.

He proposed that goverament undertake broad progsams for
the restoration of basic health to the distressed areas:

1. Concentration of authorized public works programs
designed to lay the base for greatly expended future productivity
of the areas -~ %o provide more efficlent transportation facilities,
moyre and cheaper power sources, better school bulldings and

laboratories, and greatly expanded timber management prectices,
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in appropraite areas.

"Sueh public worke projects," Senator Humphrey noted,
“would algo act o8 immediste stimulants in the area by pro-
viding additional jobs for workers and markets for businessmen
of the area.”

2. Intensified government-financed research into the
vays of making greater use of the rav materials mad natural
resourees of the distressed arveas, and "to find additiocnal
outlets for existing industry and new outlets for tie latent
wvaglth of the area."

3. The immedinte consideration by the Fedem 1 Covernment
of an export subsidy on coal where foreign competition and
cut-rate prices injure Aumerican producers and shippers.

e A determined effort to find greater usses for our vast
coal resources in our foreign aid program, perticularly to the
underdeveloped countries shat are begimning their industrialized

prograns .
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5. Government assistance to families in areas of low
naturd-resource potentisl, to aid theu in moving to other

areas of the countyry which have bebter employment opportunities.
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