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SEN\ TOR HUMPHREY CHARGES ADHINISTRAT ION WTI'H 11SOCIAL BLINDNESS", UIDES ACTION 

TO REVITALIZE ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREAS 

Senator Hubert H. Humpu-ey (D. , Minn. ) accused the Republican Administration 

iDx 
last night of "social blindness" -- a failure to "see or feel the plight of 

America's unemployed workers and their hungry families, and to understand the 

e:ciu:ct:C waste of gr~~~nds in the many areas of chronic u~mploymmt 
tlJ.roughout the cou II ry. " (-.<) 

Speaking to an aud -i ence in W ) 'elf) Ifdlll<t::.: Charleston, Fest Virginia, 

Senator Humchrey said that "A~inistrat ion leaders are trying to ga'1C the 

economic health of tm nation by watching the stock market, corporat ion profits, 

and by golf-link discussions with representatives of the great corporations and 

financial ins it ut ions . " 

''What t~ :.tdmHx President and his advisers need to do is to get around t~ 

country and talk to the people in West Virginia and nortre rn Minnesota mining 

~~ 
towns, or in any of a hurxirea areas where lUDIX families are trying to hold on 

~ · 
without jobs, without hope, and often e Nil without,. food, " Senator Humphrey 

declared. 

"I can't believe that the President would oppose our Area Redevelopment 

legislation, our Democratic program for extending unemployment benefits, our 

efforts to expand the school lunch program, and our attempts to expand public 
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works projects in economically depressed areas, if he only understpod the 

.... 
trUly desperate economic situation in these areas.n 

11The trouble with the l.c!pur lican Administrat·ion, 11 he clmrged," is that 

t~y put dollars before people, balancing the budget before balamingthe 

fat 
nation's econonv, and/corporat.e profits before fuill employment!" 

11Thi~ is a Jiolrnmoxcblg;x care-nothing, do-nothing, backward-looking, 

budget-preoccupied Government that is letting our nation slide into a secondary 

position in world p~ er and permit.ting economic conditions to exist mxiiaertx 

~mxgtniaxamdx that are intolerable and disgraceful iEx in a country of such · 

wealth and resources." 

Sem tor Humphrey said that an Administration that understood and gave 

importance to the problems of chronically depressed areas would take vigorous 

and immediate steps to copei with them. "It would recognize that such areas are 

a cancer in the economic i:i:fls: and social life t» the nation, draining away the 

strength and vitality of our nation, and that to remain indifferent is to court 

national disasterl" 

He said that the Democratic Congress, hampered ani blocked by "obstinate 

Zllli opposit ion from the President and the Bureau of the Budget", is attempting 
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to provide both temporary relief for the 11 appallmgg conditions which find 

wives ani little children living on the ragged edge", and at the same time 

searching for methods of "revitializing and reinvigorating the eeonmies of 

areas which have been subjected to great changes due to technolo~ical development 

and furuian-ental patterns of consumption." 

Senator Humphrey predicted that the Democratic Congress would pass --"if 

necessary,over the Presfu!ent 's veto" -- the bill to extend,i and expand temporary 

l)enefits 
unemployment benefits, giving tempoaary zwliwf llnmediately to nearly 2 million 

jobless Americans who have either exh~asted their benefits, or who are not 

eligible under preeent law. 

He said that "there is no excuse for the failure of the Administration to 

~~~au aT.U ~, 
provide as much .food as is needed t~flf!!B~m=s...-.._8a',..~~Hiifli~~F~F4ep~ 

,~~~~~~!/ 
•••=and that Ml*bex Congress would provide as ~ mary funds as the 

President l-«>uld re" uest for this purpose. 

i'oxc:th.K 
"These, of course, are short-term palliatives, 11 Senator Humphrey sadd.. 

"They can ease the pain, but they~ themeel~ cure the economic illness 

of trese depressed areas." 

S nator Humphrey described the Area ~development Bill already passed once 
"' 

and vetoed by the President, and "soon to be passed again by the 86th Congress", 
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as a xx"sound and cons t ructive attempt to focus on the long-range needs of 

distressed 
t~ economically rieJrossJUDicz:amisb: areas." 

I 

ttThis legislation would provide two t adly-needed programs -- one to 

retrain unp{employed workers to take new kint of jobs in new industry, and the 

otMr toe ncour age new industry to est ~blish itself in the distressed areas 

t hrough long-term, low-interest ~overnment financing," he explaired. 

"There is even more that the Federal and St. a t e Go '.ernments can do 

together -- basically financed with Federal funds drawn from the healthier 

sections of the nation,.!!-Senat or Humphrey said. 

tlfiiiP 
1iK He prmposed ·that 8hwennement undertake bDaad programs for the 

restoration of basic health to thedistressed areas: 

1. Corn entration of Jlam.x authorized publ ic mrks programs designed 

~1M~~~~~~~ 
to "bas~salal:; eMsaAt La ;t~producti vajry of the areas -- to provide 

w,wJ. 
..e~•lll' transporation facilities, more ani cheaper power sources, 

greatly expadeed 
better school buildings and laborat ories, and/timber management 

J ~'t. t.k· 
practice~ in aon ropriate areas. "Snohfprojects," Sentor Humphrey 

noted, "wocld also ~ act as • immediate stimulants in the ar---a 

Jr. Wt"-I4A- . . • ~ 
by providing additional Jobs

1 
and markets for t~ t i sa of the 

, v 
area. 
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2. , Intensifed Government-financed researih into the ways of 

3. 

mak~ greater use of the raw materials and natural resources of 

the distressed areasr-!o :find ad<i.itional outlets :for existing 

industry and new outlets for the latent wealth of the area." 

Government assist~ to families in ar as of low natural-resource 

potential, .:b::D: to aid them in moving to other areas xhi:cllnx of 

iumexaxbj:gJ!Ie:mxxD the country which have bet t er employment 

opportuniti s. 

I 



AWl D 

t t 

te Ucy. 

c t 

with 1i! 

to inf t the r e in e 



(C(Q)[pY 
victitliz by niat :t1 • 

"Y , its lie to t 

' 

es 0 • 

to an ein 1ee I 

_.._ ...... ot ti by t 

ra.tiCI'l , t1 , by lf-1 · diacussioo 

with re aentati ves f 

~ tuti • 

. , 
t s v1sers to o is 'to e 

ro th c untry 

Vitbout hO 1 often vi tho :t. equate o , n 



I e not 

c tor 

, our orts 0 

to 

inec ' f 

• 

"'!'he troubl ubl can 

to ' 
t bud et f\t 

co l'!l.te rofi 

II ~ s· c , do- ) b ... 

il'C!OCCu:pie t is ett• our t.io l:Ld into 

ec 

to 

co try ourc s . " 

ena,t;~ 



vit ty of our t on, 

to court 

, b OC! c 

d t sure of 

or 





.. 

.. .. 

obs · n nd ry, 

is f 0 

c 

l . Conct:n"&J:oa.'ti:Lon 

IUol;;ioU.IW\4 to lay 

Che r r s u:rces, 



• . . 

so t by 0 

tion l jo iness:c:~en 

" 

ntot 

t 

~t 

t 

3· t 

su d:9 c c tit 

0 • 

4. of or v 

UZ'CS in ur ro I 

c 



. ... ... 
f ' ~ 

• si tance to f< ieo 

1 t d 

rt 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


