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Memo to the Senator
cc: Ernest Lefever

From: Bill

Here is a transcript of the section of your film
telecast recently on "Congressional Clinic" in which you

discussed the possibility of a "super Committee".




Mechanl:ams for Infermation amd Ulﬁlrlﬁlld-.
ing

Q. Can we talk a little about the meshanisws
that Congress has for playing the part 1n‘thb
field of foreign neligy? What are the re:ourc@é
ccigrnss has really to un?’rlélld the problolli'
of foreign policy, aoupared te thé Exegutive \
Branch which has the.Staté Cspartuent and its

missions ovearseas, end =- on?

i A, Thiglie where the Condre g 1g reslly at
& less, so to speak. hare 1L is at a dis-
advantage in 1ts rol=s in forelgn pelicy. I
know, for example, as oms umeaber of ths Fereigm

Belations Comuittes, fiat I never feel that I

have the information in depth that ome really
needs in the thoreugh &md comprehemsive
discussion eof critical foreign policy issues.
We do mnot hive the contacts with euar '
f Embassiss ovarseas, except speradically. These
[ Azbass ders are Ambass:cdors of the President
of the Umited Sgstes and nol ambagsadors ef
the Comgress. The Sxecutive cam limit the
seurcas of infermation, and even infersation
itselfl by o:1lling 1t Zxecutive Privileged
Information, er Secrst Inforwatiom. Congress,
hewevar, 15 it'g own worst enemy in this matter.
We've refused te properly staff our respective
cenmittess. I deo sincerely bellsve that by

brei king up the full coomittess on fereizn
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relations and fereigm affeirs inte the I;b- ‘
committess which we de, and then really puttii;
tegether an effective stauff of a gonsidereble
number of traimed prefessiomal people, that

we could do a better job in the fleld of foreign
pelicy, Of course, we have the Library ef
Congress to @all enm, it's very geoed, the
Legislative Reference Service axtremely able,
goed and compstent people. We, as individual
Senaters and Congressmen ez2n eall upem our
rria;d; in the academic profession. They're
very helpful, the saue peseple thet may advise
the Executlive Braﬁoh. We ozn call upen these
great centers of study, internatiomal study,
such as at Harvard and Yale, Princeton amd
Columbla, Czliferils, Mimmeseta--other places
where we oan leok--ev pry great Umiversity

has ene, But, again, 1t gets right down te

the fact that we den't have full time for this,
Wa're Sematers. We're net State Dgpartment
officials, Amnd just abeut the time I fimd
nyself béoonlng therogghly inwersed and
involved in csome wmatter of ferelgm peliey,

I find thet the price of hegs dips eout heme and
that there's treubls ocut ea the rnr!.front. er
the small business peeples cean't get thelr leans

from the Small Susinsss Adninistratiom,



«10-
Covmittees~--A Super Comaittoof'
Qs Well, Semator, weuld you olunﬁnt some on
the roles that the Cemmittses play? There's
the Senute Forelzn Helations Committee, the
goumittess that do with the Armed Services.
What kind of ¢ role can Congress play threugh
its Conmittees, either in influemeing or
affecting fereign pelicy?
A. This is the weehmnism that we have eof
really influsmeing feresipgn pelicy, or eof making
1t, amd by the fact that it is the mechenisd,
it alseo requires some survey and study as %e
uhttﬁnr it 1s am Qd.quate nechsmism,. - You see,
ny personal feeling is that the Cemmittees
are so cempartuentalized, departasntalized,
that the socope of ferelgn polioy amd ite
interrelatienship is not preperly umdersteed
ian the Cengress. New waybe I don't make my-
self clear on this. What I'm getting at is
that uilitary pelioy,which is withim the
jurisdioelcn of the Armed Services Coumltiee~
I spcak now of the Senate-~ba se basically
fled inte our over-all fereigm policy, that te
have the feoreign relatlions conmittee dolmg one
thing and the armed services oo-llt?oo doing
anether thimg, emd them thirdlyl havimg the
Atomioc Emergy Coumittes, the Jeimt Conmittes
en Atomic Pnmergy, which has se much teo dowith
eur nuclsar weapems polioy, still conducting
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gther hearings, and all of them jealeusly
guarding thelr egeparate jurisdictions, has a
way of limiting the effectivemess of the
Cenzress. Don't misunderstand me, I bcilev-
thet we oust have peeple im Congress studyling
the rola of atomic snergy and nuclear pewer,
muclear weapens in for-lgn pelicy, amd the
whele subjeot of pemceful uses of atomie
emergy, but todey your fereigm poliey struggle
with the Sevists is on the eccnemic fromt,

the trade front--amd trade §8 & matter of the
Senate Pinance Counittee--it's om the mersal
diplomatic fromt, the negotlating fromt areuasd
the conference tebls, 7 security, it's ea
the infermation and propaganda fremt, it's

on the military fromt, and they all werk
together im synthesis and therefore, it seeas
te me that some wey or amether, the Cengress
will slternutely have to desi:n fer 1tselfl some
overall jeint Natiomal Seeurity Coumittes that
will Aot as 8 eo rdinating amd symtheslzing er
barmonizing greup for the many speeial
committees that we have in the Congress, Take
ghis speciel committee new on euter space-~this
affects our forelgn policy. It maybe it will
affect 1t nere in the days te come than any
other omes committees of Conzress. So what I'm
really suzgesting is that just li we have &

netional security ceuncil at the Executiwve
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:wh.tch unl g0t 68 & symthesis or & marﬂm'..’ 0

m&wl (% eurlta mitteg the emm

the rasking mimority mesber of sach of the
ssparate committess. I have the 'mm&u;,"r-"'
ir the way, te make such a pmponl I‘i‘f

naver aiveanced it hefore. Maybe th!.i is Qg

good & nlace to 4o it a8 any.
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