ENERGY FOR ABUNDANCE 000645

Remarks of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) at the
Democratic Dinner Meeting in the Tri-City Area, Washington,

on Monday, April 20, 1959. |

Here in this Tri-City Area you not only stand at the

confluence of two great rivers, the Snake and the Columbia,
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but also at the crossroads of two great historical achieve- \

—

ments in man's quest for energy,— X"w ﬁ.—cb—ln_/—f

Anere you receive the benefits of electric energy MQ
‘ created by falling water from the multi-purpose Grand Coulee |
Danm on the great Columbia River. S

Z And here you are helping to bring about the most |

#

phenomenal of the long line of achievements in the power
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field -- the development of electricity cr_(:.‘.a.ted by atomic
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power. |

— |

/ One of our greatest needs in America today is energy

and more energy -- energy to fulfill the infinite needs of
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man and his environment -- energy for abundance.
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We need an ever-increasing supply of power just to
maintain our present standard of living. We need it to

keep pace with a rapid increase in population -- a popu-

lation which will reach some 260 million by 1980.

[i‘ﬂé need an ever-increasing supply of pouer to support
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our defense establishment.

‘ We need power to remove poverty here at home and

e atte g —

increase economic opportunity for all.
T

f We need power to extend a helpful hand to less fortunate

neighbors abroad.

gl
¢/ We need power to serve as a living example of what

free men can do with science and industry.
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Whether ultimately we take the road of”fission via

I

hydrogeif or fusion via nuclear fuelsl;/ whether we get our
et .

Ugsbde electricity by utilizing heat and turbines TORSENSEUMwNErs
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or whether we achieve direct conversipn of hea.t Anto l‘

S |
9 Power is our first lmﬂgﬂse in the coldwar. P _ ;
c /-”'; P» When I look at the amazing grovth in Sov:iet generating |
/’ capacity, my biggest concern is that we keep ahead in the
ST,

kilowatt race -- fa.r ahead.
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1958 the total generating capacity in the United States more
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than doubled. Our total output of electricity almost tripled. QM
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This is good, but not good e.nough
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z The gmnerating capacity of the USSR jumped from 10.7
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millinnKHinl9J+5toh83millionin1957--morethana |
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four-fold increase. Output there rose from 43.3 billion
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KWH to 210 billion -- almost five-fold. Adebrafdg go—izen~
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¥ 1965, will rise to 460
billion KWH -- more than double in about eight years --
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more than ten times as much as twenty years earlier. 1
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ned competition in the econc

the cold war and the ©
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LﬂLO electrica.l energy “ﬂ should be Eublic power, or private
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power. The problem is not that our sources of energy be in
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economical mtes%ﬁ/ a ‘-4/%—7 W{M
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priva'be or public hands has, but that t.here be enough of it at N /

I do not want to be misunderstood. In the drive for
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abundant supplies of low cost energy there is -- there
must be -- a place for Fede evelopment, for the Federal

RN

yardstick in both hydro and atomic power. There is a place
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for state and local public power systems where the people Y
" T e

want them. There is and should be a big place for private

# — . . . e . —

enterprise, regulated as a monopoly and stimulated by public
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competition, — [E%>’€
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4(1 am not the imaginary 'whole hog" straw man at which
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Mr. Eisenhower shoots somewhat more tha.n imaginary darts in
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the form of scarewords. But I have no doubts whatsoever
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as to the benefits which would be lost should private mnnopoly
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in the power industry be freed from competition by public and
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cooperative electric systems.

[/(:‘Ebd l I have no reservations whatsoever about the continued
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desirability of comstruction of public generation and transmission

facilities and the marketing of Federal power u.nder the preference
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clause. I say to gy friends in the private utility industryl\

went forward as rapidly as it should, there would be an

o

abundance of low-cost powe for all -- from the smallest
e

little cooperative to the largest privatepower company.
_,__————*-—‘—"_____'7 »
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/(ﬁ Z\ In this country, since 1953, we have been living
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under the influence of an Administration hypnotized by

its own slogan makers. You are all familiar with the expen-
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s ive slogans of recent years: "Get the government out of
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the power business.” "Unleash private enterprise to develop
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the nation's rivers at no expense to the taxpayers."
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YPartnership”. "Abolish the Federal monopoly on atomic

energy and let Apmeriean private enterprise do the job."

"Reduce expenditures.” "Reduce taxes". 'Enlarge loopholes
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for the great corporations through accelerated depreciation.”
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"Balance the budget at whatever cost."

-

Here in the Northwest you Iave seen the fruits of this

policy of slogan and slow-down.
‘?ﬁ. T ——

4 In spite of everything we can Eg, the_I'daho Power
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Company has acquired the great Hells Canyon site at an immense
E"\ -

cost to the Northwest in terms of flood control, low cost power,

phosphate development, industrial growth, and all of the

benefits which would have flown from that great project.

/x You have witnessed years of inaction in the authorization

on « Ceergy |
Of vitally-needed projects. =—— QTM&M” DQM %’F’

/__You have witneesed the appointment to the International

(gt aei ez )~
Boundary Commission of men like Doug McKay -- men who speak
=

the same language as the interests that have jeopardized the

long-standing international cooperation between the United States

and Canada on the full development of the Columbia.
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the Federal budget recommendations for power and river

development have dropped a.lmost from dght. -— W /-/ﬁ

a

e Pacific Northwest has forty percent of the

—————

potential hydro power in the United States and only about

——

a quarter of this has been developed. There is nothing
more essential to the well-being of this nation -- yes,

and to its security -~ than that we get on with the task of

pushing this development to completion. /
P

KBJZ'AYW, we, the entire nation have already lost the

equivalent of one Bonneville Dam at Hells Canyon. This is
ot -—
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a luxury we can ill afford f even though the Congress was

able to force the Administration and the Idaho Power Company

"

to disgorge the $365 million subsidy which the Administration
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had granted to that company after it had pledged it would

develop the middle Snake without a cent of the taxpayers money.
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: > ﬁ If the psychology and slogans of tle Eisenhower Adminis-
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tration had been official policy in the old days, the Lewis
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M and Clark expedition would have been grounded in St. Louis

for lack of funds; the Oregon Trail would have been closed -£t1 014&‘-'
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to balance the budget; and the settling of the Northwest
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would have been postponed indefinitely as a threat to a stable
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In 19511- the stration launched an a.ll-—out drive
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was the atomic energy progran for which the fns
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In Congress, because of the great leadership of your own
::-:,

-

Senators Warren Magnugon and Henry Jackson, we were able to

water-down the giveaway. We were able to assert a preference
e — —

right for non-profit systems; we were able to write in an

.

amendment permitting the Atomic Energy Commission to force

-

the cross-licensing of patents.
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m form of government, with its division of

——

powers, the Congress -- even when the Democrats have a majority. ‘b s% ‘

-- cannot govern the country. And the results of the great
—_— —

battle over the atomic energy program have not been heartening.
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Year after year the Democrats in Congress have fought %o

get the money and executive support necessary to carry out s

crash program on atomic energy. We have been met with s

- .

numbers game on what was being accomplished, or planned, or
i ——

day-dreamed, or hoped for, ad infinitum. So that today we
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—_—

/ axe lagging behind England &nd the Soviet Union in the development #~
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Last year, under the leadership of your Senator
Jackson and Senator MOrse of Oregon, w%mthorized a dual

purpose reactor for Hanford, to produce both plutonium

E——

anl electricity -- 700,000 KW of electricity -- two

—
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Bonnevilles. But the pressures against this reactor

e

never cease. All we have so far is an installation under
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construction which can be made dual purpose, but the fight
{
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for the power part of the installation is still shead of
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;ﬁi\There is still another battle we must somehow win.
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Senator Jackson and thoseaf us who support him have insisted
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power grid where it can be utilized to its maximum to supply

all of the people with low cost power. But the Republican
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that power from the Hanford reactor be fed into the Bonneville
Administration cannot see this proposal. Their vision stops
[
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at private utility stock market m.
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‘\The Republican Administration is blind to the

benefits of a giant power grid, which can tie together
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the generating facilities of an entire region s QL‘MW‘W

Wﬁ( Kns vt

productive power o a modern dia.l o‘b

is closely related to the cost per KWH of electricity
A SN 1 gy -

A And the economical production and transmission of
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electricity is inextricably tied to a "glant power" grigw
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AIn the Northwest the Bonneville power grid has given you
- ma-:lrm T
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the closest thing in the nation, with the possible exception
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of the TVA area, to Giant But we must build a power
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grid for the whole nation which will enable us to tie _glant
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atomic reactors to hydro and steam facilities so that
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the entire nation can have the benefits of an sbundance of

N B e

low-cost power, supplied by public and private sources alike.
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Our technicians can build a real power grid, and we
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can afford that kind of a power grid. We ought to have it.

And we ought to have it soon.

LA et B R AT st Ty

[ e

Five hundred thousand kilovolt
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transuission lines
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which are only in the talking stage here are already in

K|
operation ‘in Russia. The R_ussia.ns are planning a..milliox.:.
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KV lines with direct current transmission over which they
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can transport power 1,000 miles with only limited loss of

energy. These lines will enable them to link giant hydro to
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giant thermal generators with the latter MW '

€ |
built near coal mines. The economies of "hauling coal by \

wire" will be of great significance in achieving low cost J
—
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In this great land peopled by "strangers from a

\.

thousand shores", we have moved mankind far in three centuries,

blessed by immense natural resources and the greatest individual
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freedom of any i“ people in the history of the world.
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z Have we grown weary? Or 0ld? Or afraid? JhL
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Are we prepared to lay down our burdens and give up

our hopes and fall prey to our fears and distrust of each
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other?
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I say now, and I believe the overwhelming majority

of our people say 'mo". Let us go forward, contending as we

S
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may over our honest differences and over our various vested

interests, but let us have an end to fears and the slogans
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of stagnation and sterility.
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The highest wisdom, it has been said, is to dare.
——l

I believe this and I believe you do, too., ™™= 30

April 17, 1959
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Here in this Tri-C

only stand at the éonfluence o

{;ﬁéfgreat rivers, thquh&kg)and the Columbia, but also at the crossroads of
A e

great historical achievements in man's quest for energy.
\Y Here you receive the benefiis of electric energy created by falling
water from the multi-purpose Grand Coulee Dam on the great Columbia River.
And here you are helping to bring about the most phenomenal of the long
(m? 'ﬁi line of achievements in the power field -- the development of electricity
created by atomic power.
One of our greatest needs in America today is energy and more energy =--
2N energy to fulfill the infinite needs of men and his environment -- energy
W jﬁ, for abundance.

Why do we need so much power?

We need an ever-increasing supply of power just to maintain our present
standard of living. We need it to keep pace with a rapid increase in popu~
lation -~ a population which will reach some 260 millions by 1980.

We need ean ever-increasing supply of power to support our defense es-
tablishment. f

We need power to remove poverty here at home and increase economic oppor-
tunity for all.

We need power to extend & helpful hand to less fortunate neighbors i

abroad.
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We need power to serve as a living example of what free men can do
with sclence and industry.

Whether ultimately we take the road of fission via hydrogen or fusion
via nuclear fuels; whether we get our usable electricity by utilizing heat
and turbines for electricity; or whether we achieve direct conversion of heat
into electricity without the expense and waste inherent in the use of steam,
we still must achieve an abundance of energy which should, in time, make all
men free from the grueling toil of our ancestors, the malnutrition and famine
of our contemporaries.

Power is our first line of defense in the cold war.

When I look at the amazing growth in Soviet generating cepacity, my
biggest concern is that we keep ahead in the kilowatt race -- far ahead.

Between 1945 -- the last year of World War II -- and 1958 the total
generating capacity in the United States more than doubled. Our total output
of electricity almost tripled. This is good, but not good enough.

The generating capacity of the USSR jumped from 10,7 million KW in 1945
to 48.3 million in 1957 -- more than a four-fold increase. Output there rose
from 43.3 billion KWH to 210 billion -- almost five-fold. According to
Allen Dulles of the CIA, their output by 1965 will rise to 460 billion KWH --
more than double in about eight years -- more than ten times as much as
twenty years earlier. In the cold war and the threatened competition in the
economic field it is slight comfort to be assured that in 1965 our capacity
will still be more than twice that of Russia -- when we have quadrupled
our capacity while they have multiplied theirs by ten.

I do not take the doctrinaire position that all the electrical energy
we need should be public power, or private power. The problem is not that
our sources of energy be in private or public hands, but that there be enough

of it at economical rates.
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I do not want to be misunderstood. In the drive for abundant supplies
of low cost energy there is -- there must be -- a place for Federal develop-
ment, for the Federal yardstick in both hydro and atomic power. There is a
place for state and local public power systems where the people want them.
There is end should be a big place for private enterprise, regulated as a
monopoly and stimulated by public competition.

I em not the imaginary "whole hog" straw man at which Mr. Eisenhower
shoots somewhat more than imaginary darts in the form of scarewords. But I
have no doubts whatsoever as to the benefits which would be lost should pri-
vate monopoly in the power industry be freed from competition by public and
cooperative electric systems.

I have no reservations whatsoever about the continued desirability of
construction of public generation and transmission facilities and the market-
ing of Federal power under the preference clause. I say to my friends in
the private utility industry: In en economy of abundance, particularly here
in the Northwest with your tremendous power potential, if Federal development
went forward as rapidly as it should, there would be an abundance of low-
cost power for all -- from the smallest little cooperative to the largest
private power company.

In this country, since 1953, we have been living under the influence of
an Administration hypnotized by its own slogan makers, You are all familiar
with the expensive slogans of recent years: "Get the government out of the
power business." '"Unleash private enterprise to develop the nation's rivers
at no expense to the taxpayers." "Partnership." "Abolish the Federal monopoly
on atomic energy and let American private enterprise do the job." ™"Reduce
expenditures." "Reduce taxes." "Enlarge loopholes for the great corporations

through accelerated depreciation." "Balance the budget at whatever cost."
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Here in the Northwest you have seen the fruits of this policy of slogan
and slow-down,

In spite of everything we could do, the Idaho Power Company has acquired
the great Hells Canyon site at an immense cost to the Northwest in terms of
flood control, low cost power, phosphate development, industrial growth, and
all of the benefits which would have flowm from that great project.

You have witnessed years of inaction in the authorization of vitally-
needed projects,

You have witnessed the appointment to the International Boundary Com-
mission of men like Doug McKay -- men who speak the same language as the
interests that have jeopardized the long-standing international cooperation
between the United States and Canada on the full development of the Columbia.

You have been acutely aware of the way in which Federal budget recom-
mendations for power and river development have dropped almost from sight.

The Pacific Northwest has forty percent of the potential hydro power in
the United States and only about a quarter of this has been developed. There
is nothing more essential to the well-being of this nation -- yes, and to its
security -- than that we get on with the task of pushing this development
to completion.

You, we, the entire nation have already lost the equivalent of one
Bonneville Dam at Hells Canyon. This is a luxury we can ill afford -- even
though the Congress was able to force the Administration and the Idaho Power
Company to disgorge the $365 million subsidy which the Administration had
granted to that company after it had pledged it would develop the middle Snake
without a cent of the taxpayers money.

It is time that we got about the business of harnessing the hydro power

of the Northwest, increasing the irrigated lands to meet the needs of our



ID?, - 5=

growing population, controlling the destructive floods which threaten our
lands, industry, commerce and people.

If the psychology and slogans of the Eisenhower Administration had been
official policy in the old days, the Lewis and Clark expedition would have
been grounded in St. Louis for lack of funds; the Oregon Trail would have
been closed to balance the budget; and the settling of the Northwest would
have been postponed indefinitely as a threat to a stable dollar,

In 1954 the Administration launched an all-out drive to give away the
richest discovery in the history of man. That was the atomic energy program
for which the Congress up to that time had voted something like $13 billion
dollars.

In Congress, because of the great leadership of your own Senators Warren
Magnuson and Henry Jackson, we were able to water-down the giveaway. We were
able to assert a preference right for non-profit systems; we were able to
write in an amendment permitting the Atomic Energy Commission to force the
cross-licensing of patents.

But under our form of government, with its division of powers, the Con=-
gress -- even when the Democrats have a majority -- cannot govern the country,
And the results of the great battle over the atomic energy program have not
been heartening.

Year after year the Democrats in Congress have fought to get the money
and executive support necessary to carry out a crash program on atomic energy.
We have been met with & numbers game on what was being accomplished, or
planned, or day-dreamed, or hoped for, ad infinitum. So that today we are
lagging behind England and the Soviet Union in the development of ratomic

energy.
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Last year, under the leadership of your Senator Jackson and Senstor
Morse of Oregon we authorized a dual purpose reactor for Hanford, to produce
both plutonium and electricity -- 700,000 KW of electricity -- two Bonne-
villes., But the pressures against this reactor never cease. All we have
so far is an installation under construction which cen be made dual purpose,
but the fight for the power part of the installation is still ahead of us.

There is still another battle we must somehow win. Senator Jackson
and those of us who support him have insisted that power from the Hanford
reactor be fed into the Bonneville power grid where it can be utilized to
its maximum to supply all of the people with low cost power. But the Re-
publican Administration cannot see this proposal. Their vision stops at
private utility stock market quotations,

The Republican Administration is blind to the benefits of a giant power
grid, which can tie together the generating facilities of an entire region.

The productive power of a modern industrial society is closely related
to the cost per KWH of electricity. And the economical production and trans-
mission of electricity is inextricably tied to a "glant power" grid, envisioned
a genergtion ago by Governor Gifford Pinchot. In the Northwest the Bonneville
pover grid has given you the closest thing in the nation, with the possible
exception of the TVA area, to Giant Power? But we must build a power grid
for the whole nation which will enable us to tie glant atomic reasctors to
hydro and steem facilities so that the entire nation may have the benefits
of an abundance of low-cost power, supplied by public and private sources
alike.

Teken as a whole, our power system is too much like our highway system
40 years ago. Some of you can remember the days when our highway system was

largely a county and city affair. Even the paved roads -- and there weren't
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many of them -- looked like something kids in the first grade had drawn for
fun. They were a few feet wide; they climbed any hill a team and wagon
could climb; they zig-zagged around each farm or other obstruction, real or
political. Adequate for a team and wagon, they were a challenge to even the
model T and a positive threat to the occasional foolhardy spirit who wanted
to push a White Steamer down them at 20 miles per hour.

We just could not have gotten very far into the 20th century with that
kind of a highway system. So we did something about it.

But today the nation's power grid is planned about as scientifically and
with just about as much regard for the nation's requirements as the counties:
planned highways 4O years ago. Part of the trouble -- then and now -- was
inability of the local units to finance anything better. Part of the trouble
-~ then and now -- was an inebility to conceive of anything that couldn't be
seen from the window of a court house.

Our technicians cen bulld a real power grid, and we can afford that
kind of a power grid. We ought to have it. And we ought to have it soon.

Five hundred thousand kilovolt trensmission lines which are only in the
talking stage here are already in operation in Russia. The Russians are
planning e million KV lines with direct current transmission over which they
can transport power 1,000 miles with only limited loss of energy. These lines
will enable them to link giant hydro to giant thermal generators with the
latter (if coal fired) built near coal mines, The economies of "hauling
coal by wire" will be of great significance in achieving low cost power.

In this great land peopled by "strangers from a thousand shores", we
have moved mankind far in three centuries, blessed by immense natural re-
sources and the greatest individual freedom of any industrial people in the

history of the world,
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Have we grown weary? Or old? Or afreid?

Are we prepared to lay down our burdens and give up our hopes and fall
prey to our fears and distrust of each other?

I say no, and I believe the overwhelming majority of our people say "no."
Let us go forward, contending as we may over our honest differences and over
our various vested interests, but let us have an end to fears and the slogans
of stagnation and sterility.

The highest wisdom, it has been said, is to dare. I believe this end

I believe you do, too.
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