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SENATOR HUMPHREY: "COSTLmR TO TOLERATE AVOIDABLE DISEASE THAN TO ERADICATE IT" 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D. ,Minn.) told the National Citizens Committee 

for WHO last night in vlasbington that "from an economic stand.point alone, it is 

far costlier to the world to tolerate the existence of avoidable disease than it 

is to seek mass eradication of disease." 

"Let us declare total -vrar against disease, " the Chair­
man of the Senate Study of International Health said. "Let 
us declare a war in which all the world will fight on the 
same side! 

"With a great cooperative effort in international health," Senator Humphrey 

said, "we can concoct a 'peace vaccine' -- to inject into the body politic of in-

ternational relations." 

"A truly unselfish and cooperative international 
health effort can be an important step," he said, "in help­
ing to create a clima·Ge of relationships out of which po­
litical agreements between East and West may some day be 
reached." 

Senator Humphrey told the group that a successful long-term assault on world 

disease can be built on six elements: 

1. A sharp step-up in the budget of the World Health Organization, led by 
contributions from the industrialized Western Powers, including the Soviet Union. 

2. Immediate planning for the mass eradication of such diseases as tubercu­
losis and several chronic African diseases. 

Senator Humphrey announced that he is introducing new 
amendments to the Mutual Security Act by which the u. s. 
would contribute $1 million to vmo for field trials, sur­
veys, and demonstrations of technical feasibility for this 
purpose. 

3. A positive mandate to the u. s. Public Health Service "to make available 
its technical know-how to the world on a more expanded basis. 

Here again Senator Humphrey revealed he is offering 
a new amendment to the Mutual Security Act to express 
clear Congressional intent for this purpose. 

4. Acceleration of the world programs against cancer and heart disease and 
others of the so-called "dread diseases." 

A third Mutual Security amendment, Senator Humphrey 
said, would make available $1 million for WHO research 
planning in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-
vascular ailments the first such funds which the u.s. 
will ever have designated to vmo for use specifically 
against these diseases. 

. Senator Hlunphrey also emphasized the importance of 
Senator Lister ·Hill's Senate Joint Resolution 41 -- the 
"Health for Peace Act," which would establish a National 
Institute for International Hedical Research, with a hope­
for authorization of at least $50 million per year. (Sena­
tor Humphrey pointed out that the entire WHO 1959 budget 
amounted only to $26 million. ) 

More 
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5. A full and sustained effort under the International Public Health and 
Medical Research year beginning in June 1961. 

As the sponsor of the Senate resolution under which 
the Senate approved the concept of such a Year, Senator 
Humphrey said that "What is important is not merely what 
is begun that year, but rather what is sustained and 
broadened and expanded thereafter ... 

6. Passage of Senator Humphrey's "Food for Peace Act," which would expand 
the usage of counterpart currencies generated by the sale and loan of surplus 
American food abroad for many const1~ctive purposes -- including better schools, 
better sanitation systems, and better health facilities. 

·~~e cannot consign the present generation to endless disease and disability, 

Senator Humphrey declared, 11While talking about future plans. 11 

- 30 -
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Speech 
by 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
before 

National Citizen's Committee 
Statler Hotel 

Washington, D. c. 
Friday, May 8, 1959 

for W.H.O. 

~It is a pleasure to appear before this dedicated assembly 

of citizens in public and private life, seeking to strengthen 

a great international body - the World Health Organization. 

I am particularly happy to pay tribute to the ~ American 

delegation which, commencing next Tuesday, will represent ~ 
::::::-J --
~t the 12th World Health Assembly. 

~ ~ It is a pleasure to share this evening with my friend, the 

Chairman of the Board of the International Rescue Committee, 

Leo Cherne. His outstanding work on behalf of "MEDICO" symbolizes 

the enormous contributions made by voluntary organizations in our 

country toward overseas well-being. 
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Contrast of Two Meetings in Geneva 

~The scene in Geneva next week provides an historic commentary 

on two parallel developments of our time. 

~ At Geneva, the Foreign Ministers of the Great Powers will meet 

to attempt solution of the thorny West Berlin crisis and other -
major East-West issues. ----------
~Simultaneously, in Geneva, East and West, instead of disputing, 

will be joining in this other conference - on World Health. 

~ The contrast between the two meetings is clear. 

In the politic~ arena, we see, by and large, controversy, 
't"""" -

suspicion and fear. In the health forum, we see large-scale 

agreement, faith and eager anticipation for tomorrow's achievements. -
}In world politics, we see discordJ in world healthi we see unity. 

A. .. - J 

/. I~~~eve~fl\--&t~~ 

at 



-3-

0852. 

Need For Coordinated Research on Fallout 

And in at least one area, the World Health Organization has 

an unparalleled opportunity for leadership in a field which over-

flows the scientific into the political -- radioactive fallout. 

L( W.H.O. is uniquely qualified to play a far larger role than at 

present in securing a scientific "meeting of the minds" as to 

the effects on present and future generations of radioactive 

fallout. 

~Right now the limited scientific evidence on fallout is a 

maze of controversy, of charge and counterchar e • .. ... 
}.._ There is a multiplicity of national and inter-Governmental 

organizations at work on isolated aspects of the fallout problem. 

L Internationally there are for example: W.H.O., the International 

Atomic Energy Agency, the International Labor Organization (so far 

·~ ·- - -·· ~e ,.. 
as occupational health problems are concerned), the United Nations 

1 

Committee on the Effects of Radiation. 
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~Heee in the United States, among the considerable number of 

interested agencies, are: The National Committee on Radiation 

Protection and Measurements, the Department of State, the Atomic 

-- ---
Energy Commission, the Department of Health, Education, and . - ..... SliUP 4A&J 

• 

. H...-
Welfar; and its Public Health Service, together with*"" Food 

and Drug Administration; in addition to the United States Weather 

Bureau, the Department of Defense, the Department of Agriculture, - - I ttct57l:M1'Ht .Yta:: '3 1 £ 

the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Bureau of Mines, the National 

Science Foundation, the Department of Interior, the National -
Bureau of Standards, the National Academy of Sciences, and 

others. 

The sheer number of these agencies, each with its separate 

pool of technical information and interest, makes it essential 

that there be coordination on both the national and international ---
scene. 

----
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It should not be assumed that no coordinat~un exists at 

present. Actually, the various staff members of the Division 

of Biology and Medicine of the Atomic Energy Commission alone ....-

have membership on 43 inter-agency Committees. 

~At the technical level scientists are striving earnestly~ 

What is needed is top policy coordination and still more 

intensified research into genetic, leukemia and other problems. 

L If 
Moreover, there must be more coordinated interpretation as 

to the results of research. 

~ We need an unadulaterated atmosphere of search for scientific 

truth. This must be a search which does not bend the facts to 

suit some particular bias or preconceived idea, but rather a 

search which lets the facts fall as they may and which informs 

~Bold new bio-chemical discoveries are possible and indeed 

essent~al in the radiation field. I may find it possible to 

counteract the harmful effects of radiation in the human body. 
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Strontium 90, is a ~~luble question mark. 

However, only coordinated research, preferably under w.H.O. 

auspices can solve its riddles. 

The World's Burden of Disease 

" other 
~ But there are a vast range of/issues in which W.H.O. is 

called to a high purpose. 

~ The nature of that purpose is illustrated in a series of 

factual publications which are, as most of this audience is aware, 

being issued by the Subcommittee of the Government Operations 

Committee, of which I am privileged to be Chairman. 
J!( - ; II 1 

exclusively devoted to the World Health Organization. This 

publication will be based on my own ~iiLIBII•f~.e study of W.H.o .. 

It will commend W.H.O.'s great contributions to international 

health within the 11 short years since its creation. 
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Many in this audience may have noted one of our previous 

Committee reports - "The Status of World Health." This chart 

book shows the appalling world-wide incidence of disease, 

confronting the family of man. 

Among the figures cited in this chart book are the following: 

250 million cases of malaria 

250 million cases of filariasis 

400 million cases of hookwork 

150 million cases of schistosomiasis 

400 million cases of trachoma and infectious conjunctivitis 

50 million cases of yaws 

The blight of these and other widespread and largely avoidable 

diseases is a disgrace to the 20th Century. 

It is a blot on the conscience of man. 

It is a formidable barrier to a world of progress, peace 

and plenty. 
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Disease Obstacles Bar World Progress 

Far too often, the political leaders of the world, in their 

attempt to solve major problems have forgotten that in vast 

regions of the globe - in many areas of Africa, South Asia, -
the Middle East and, yes, Latin America - we are dealing with 

----
largely sick populations. 

~social and economic problems~~ 

And we cannot solve 

their health problems without com!pg to grips with their socio-

economic problems. 

Improving health in the emerging areas means that population 

will increas~, often spectacularly. This means that food and 

industrial productivity, must simultaneously increase, lest the 

good effects of better health be cruellJ wiped out by mass 

hunger and unemployment. 



I 
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Examples of Health Problem in India 

~ Here in Washington, this past week the Committee for 

International Economic Growth held a very important conference 

onthe subject of the future of one great country, India. It -
was my pleasure to participate in this conference. 

I know, however, that everyone interested in that Nation 

is well aware that disease and disability are part and parcel --= g.. 

of the fundamental problems faced by India today. 

~ In~a, life expectancy is only 32 years on the average. 

This is the second lowest rate in the world. (In Northern 

Rhodesia, life expectancy at birth is still lower, 28.) 

~ India is plagued with malnutrition. In India, 48 kilograms 

of animal protein are consumed per person, per year (milk, meat, 

fish). This is estimated to be the lowest rate in the world. 

(Compare this to the 384 kilograms per person in Norway, the 
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The Vicious Cycle 
000859 

Malnutrition breeds disease. 

Disease breeds poverty. 

Poverty breeds malnutrition and disease! Somehow the 

vicious cycle must be broken with VISION - with BOLDNESS - and 

with DETERMINATION AND ACTION. 

The fact of the matter is that as great as achievements 

in world health bave been in the past, they have not made more 

than a slight dent in the backlog of diseasefwhich has 

accumulated over the centuries. 

At the slow rate mankind is coming to grips with certain 

mass maladies, it will be at best, 10, 20, 30, or 50 years before 

whole populations will have been relieved of the burden of 

avoidable diseases. 
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CONSIGNIBG PRESElfr GENERATION TO n.ufBs 0 8 b 0 

The question is: What do we propose to do about it, starting now. 

I A llo.lf-bearted,~ba:l.f~-~~~;:.,_ ________ ~:----; 
Tens ot millions of innocen people are 

at this moment - in India 

We cannot 

never mind, ildren and your children s 

bands in resignation and pretend 

lifetimes. 

The tact is, that from an economic standpoint alone, it is 

FAR COSTLIER to the world to tolerate the existence of' avoidable 

disease than it is to seek mass eradication ot disease. 

~ Our experience 1n cOIIIbatting malaria llo.s proven tbat. 

Mere mlaria CON'mOL is intintely costlier over a long period of' 
- _::::==;;z 

time tban is an intensified ef'f'ort to ERADICATE mlaria absolutely. 
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But if we are to deal effectively with these problems, we must 

have a long-range program, and we must begin to put it into effect today . 

NEED FOR LOI«l-RAI«i.E P.ROGRAM 

LA doctor cannot be trained overnight. The world's acute medical 

shortage is so severe tbat nothing abort of a bold 10-20-30 year program 

will solve it. 

~ And the same is true in the case of the shortage of other 

categories of crucial health manpower - nurses, dentists, pbaruactitJ, --~ -
sanitariums, and various medical auxiliaries. 

6 POUT CORifUEST OF DISEASE P.ROGRAM 

I bave said tbat we need a program. Let me now suggest a balt-

dozen elements in tbat program. 

l) First and foremost, the 88 members of the World Health 

Organization should endeavor to ''break through" to a higher level 

-::====-..-J----
of contributions to tbat organization. 

The overall World Health Organization 1959 budget represented 

total resources of only around 26 million dollars. 
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included $15 million tor the regular budget, $6 million tor 

- 13 -

the M:Llaria Eradication Special Account, and $5 million from the 

Expanded Program of Technical Assistance. 

( Everyone who has studied the financial problem is aware that 

particularly in today' s inflationary situation, $26 million is grossly 

insufficient to cope with the problems ot world health. 

l I am well aware that many of the. emerging nations are already 

strained to meet even their present assessed contributions. It seems 

financial capacity, particularly the industrialized Western Powers, 

including the Soviet Union, have a special responsibility to help 

provide larger financial resources for the World Health Organization. 

$1 MILLION .AMENIJ4ENr FCR ERADICATION SURVEY 

2) Secondly, the program of mass eradication of selected diseases 

must proceed full speed ahead. - .. 
~ The present anti-malaria program must be pursued to final success, 

particularly in Africa where only a small area bas been covered to date. 
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But 1 we must begin to lay plans for mass eradication of other 

diseases with which the world bas lived far too long. 

For that reason, I am introducing new ameDdments to the lttltual 

Security Act of 19591 S. 14511 under which the United States would 

contribute to the World Health Organization a sum of one million 

dollars for field trials, surveys, and demonstrations as to the 

technical feasibility of mass eradication of such diseases as tuberculosis, 

and of several chronic African diseases. In that way 1 we will test 

whether cure and prevention of such diseases can be placed on an 

inexpensive) effective, and relatively permanent basis through mass 

application. 

PUBLIC HEAL'l'll SERVICE LEADERSHIP 

3) A third essential point is to flash the green light for the 

_, 
United States Public Health Service to make available its technical 

know-how to the world on a more ex~ded basis tban at present. 

6_oward tbat end, another amendment which I am introducing to 
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oe------~ make umist&kably Clear the right Of 1 yeS 1 the 

mandate to the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health 

Service 

throughout the world. 

L.... The Surgeon General would, of ~ourse 1 exercise this function 

through the President of the United states and the basic organ of . 

foreign policy, the Department of State. 

And the Public Health Service would work in a manner which 

would complement 1 and in no way duplicate 1 the work of the International 

Cooperation Administration. 

FINDING ANSWERS TO CA!fCm, HEART DISEASE 

4) A further element in the program is to accelerate man's 

search for answers to the riddles of battling diseases which still 

exact a terrible toll throughout the world. 

MOst important among these diseases are, of course, cancer and 

heart disease. ____......__ 
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During World War II, 1.9 million people died in the United 

States of the diseases of the heart and the circulatory system. 

That represented eight times the loss of life in the Armed Forces. 

Cancer in turn killed over twice as many as lost their lives 

in that war. 

~L Wilen J: vas 1n the Soviet Union, J: pointed out to Premier Khrushchev 

that, last year, a quarter of a million Americans ~of cancer 

(which is one every two minutes) and a ,uarter of a million Russians 

died as well. l said: let us Join bands - bilaterally and through 

WHO - in warring against cancer. Premier Khrushchev agreed. !!!Q. can, 

therefore, play an indispensible part in coordinating East-West research 

toward tbe conquest of that dread disease. 

~vard this end, too, still another ameodDent vhich J: am introducing 

would make available one million dollars for WHO research planning 

in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-vascular ailments • 
.., -

This would be the first such money, the onfl such money, which 

the United States has ever designated to the World Health Orsanization 

for specific application asainst these two most universal killers. 



- 17 -

0 oo86 6 
And 1 I might point out, this would SUPPI..EMENT the one million 

dollars which the Executive Branch alrea~ proposes tor research 

planning "across the board" against a vast spectrum ot literally 

dozens ot diseases . 

.l..Still aoother element in this program is the passage of 

legislation which I regard as indispensible on the research front. 

introduced by Senator Lister Hill and co-sponsored by 58 other 

Senators, including myself. Under this Bill, there will be 

established 
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a National Institute for International Medical Research with, 

we hope, an authorization of not less than $50 million per year. 

'!his Institute would become the channel for research 

grants overseas, for the support of international medical 

organizations, exchange of medical information, and other 

essential purposes. 

FULL EFFORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH YEAR 

w~ 
5· You are all aware that at the Assembly 

// 

opening next Tuesday, one of the very important items on the 

agenda is the International Public Health and Medical Research 

Year. 

~ This Year, which could comence in June 1961, 

could witness the greatest effort against disease ever waged 

•l II 
in the history of man. It could break through to higher 

levels of governmental and world-wide health activity. 

As the sponsor of the Resolution under which the 

Senate unanimously approved the concept of such a Year, I feel 
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that all possible resources should be mobilized for the success 

of the Year. 

~Of course, a 12 zoonth or 18 month period would 

simply be a beginning. But it could mark a bolder beginning 

than men have heretofore visualized. What is important is 

not merely what is BEGUN that year, but rather what is sustained 

and broadened and expanded THEREAFT.ER. 

PASS "FOOD FOR PEACE" ACT 

6. Finally, I suggest that we use one of the 

greatest assets in the world today, America's food, for the 

health of mankind. 

J 
Food saves lives, restores lives, enriches lives. 

American food sold abroad generates counterpart 

currencies which can then be reloaned for a wide variety 

of constructive purposes, including higher industrial and 

agricultural productivity, better schools, better sanitation 

systems, better health facilities. 
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This is why I have introduced the "Food for Peace" 

~ 
Act, and it is why • shall strive for its passage, 

'ro.rliL WAR .AGAINST DISEASE 

These six p6ints are but a few elements of an overall 

program. They add up to one key theme. Let us declare total 

war against disease . Let us declare a war in which all the -- ........ ...._..-
world ~fight on the same side. 

Let us wage this war with the same dedication, the 

same spirit of self-sacrifice, 

doing the impossible , as we 
·-

conflicto ~ ~ 
-----/1 L-..., The enemy of disease is not simply present in 

Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. The enemy is_ here 

in the whole world~e bacteria, the viruses, the accidents, - - -
which kill and cripple man. --

~Here in the United States, there are an estimated 

23 million partially or totally handicapped persons, including 
l(iJill1li - ... -- -· 

I 
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14 million vi th diseases of the heart and arteries, another 

14 million with some type of mental problem, 11 million with 

arthritis and rheumatism. 

~e -rieans woul.d not today thiDk o£ tolerating 

such former foes as small pox, typhoid fever, plague, or . = 
pellagra. 

too, there is no reason why we should adopt 

an attitude of aelplessness in the face of the other types of 

diseases I have mentioned which now scourge so many of our own 

and other people. 

-
.And so next week, as the statesmen of the Great 

Powers meet in an attempt to find a way out of nuclear war, 

let a different type of war be declared b~ the World Health 

Organization. 

it be a war against the only enemy mankind 

seeks -- the enemy which limits him, deprives him of his birth-

right, cuts him down prematurely -- disease and disability. ----
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.And, let this Va.r be an integral part of an 

=~---------- -- -
even broader war against poverty., indignitL malnutrition, -
unemployment, ignorance and hopelessness. 

This war can be won for the first time in recorded 

history. Mankind can at last · gain an upper hand in con111.uering 

the foes which have blighted him since he first appeared on 

this earth. 

~ 1Il winning the war against this enem;y, we may 

help to win against World War III. 

With a great cooperative effort in international 

~~1i~J.i.+r; l)u ~ 
health, we might concoct a "peace vaccine" if . ~ inject~ 

the body politic of international relations-

!_,A trul.y unselfish and co~rati ve international 

health effort can be an important step in helping to create 

a climate of relationships out of which political agreements 

between East and West may some day be reached. 

'lbat, above all, is what we most earnestly seek. 

I 
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It is a pleasure to appear before this dedicated assembly 

of citizens in public and private life, seeking to strengthen 

a great international body - the World Health Organization. 

I am particularly happy to pay tribute to the fine meric n 

delegation which, commencing next Tuesday, will represent this 

nation at the 12th World Health Assembly. 

It is a pleasure to share this evening with my friend, the 

Chairman of the Board of the International Rescue Committee, 

Leo Cherne. His outstanding work on behalf of "MEDICO'' symbolizes 

the enormous contributions made by voluntary organizations in our 

country toward overseas well-being. 
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The scene in es an historic commentary 

on two parallel developments of our time. 

At Geneva, the Foreign Ministers of the Great Powers will meet 

to attempt solution of the thorny West Berlin crisis and other 

major East-West issues. 

Simultaneously, in Geneva, East and West, instead of disputing, 

will be Joining in this other conference - on World Health. 

The contrast between the two meetings is clear. 

In the political arena, we see 1 by and large 1 controversy, 

suspicion and fear. In tile health forum, we see large-scale 

agreement, faith and e~r anticipation for tomorrow's achievements. 

In world politics, we see discord; in world health) we see unity. 

I know that it is the hope of everyone in this audience tonight 

that the type of cordial atmosphere which will be represented 

at theW.H.O. meetings will be carried over, so to speak, into the 
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Need For Coordinated Research on Fallout 

And in at least one area, the World Health Organization bas 

an unparalleled opportunity for leadership in a field which over• 

flows the scientific into the political -- radioactive fallout. 

w.u.o. is uniquely qualified to play a far larger role than at 

present in securing a scientific "meeting of the minds" as to 

the effects on present and future generations of radioactive 

fallout. 

Right now the limited scientific evidence on f llout is a 

maze of controversy, of charge and countercharge. 

There is a multiplicity of national and inter-Governmental 

organiz tiona at work on isolated aspects of the fallout problem. 

Internationally there are for example: w.H.o., the International 

Atomic Energy Agency, the International Labor Organization {so far 

as occupational health problems are concerned), the United Nations 

Committee on the Effects of Radiation. 
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Heee in the e considerable number of 

interested agencies, are: The National Committee on Radiation 

Protection and Measurements, the Department of State, the Atomic 

Energy Commission, tile Department of Health, Education, and 

Welfare and its Public Health Service, together with its Food 

and Drug Administration; in addition to the United States Weather 

Bureau, the Department of Defense, the Department of Agriculture 1 

the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Bureau of Mines, the National 

Science Foundation, the Department of Inter.ior; the National 

Bureau of Standards, the National Academy of Sciences, and 

others. 

The sheer number of these agencies, each with its separate 

pool of technical information and interest, makes it essential 

that there be coordination on both the national and international 

scene. 



'. 

It should no oordination exists at 

present. Actullly, the various staff' members of the Division 

of Biology and Medicine of the Atomic Energy Commission alone 

have membership on 43 inter-agency Committees. 

At the technical level scientists are striving earnestly. 

What is needed is top policy coordination and still more 

intensified research into genetic, leukemia and other problems. 

Moreover, there must be more coordinated interpretation as 

to the results of research. 

We need an unadulaterated atmos e1·e of search for scientific 

truth. This must be a search which does not bend the facts to 

suit some particular bias or preconceived idea, but rather a 

search which lets the facts fall as they may and which informs 

the public promptly and accurately. 

Bold new bio-chemical discoveries are possible and indeed 

essential in the radiation field. We may find it possible to 

counteract the harmful effects of radiation in the human body. 
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soluale question mark. 

However, only coordinated research, preferably under w.H.O. 

auspices can solve its riddles. 

'The World • s Burden of Disease 

other 
But there are a vast range of/issues in which w.H.O. is 

called to a high purpose. 

The nature of that purpose is illustrated in a series of 

factual publications which are, as most of this audience is aware, 

being issued by the bUbcommittee of the Government Operations 

Committee, of which I am privileged to be Chairman. 

Next week, this Subcommittee will issue a Committee Print, 

exclusively devoted to the World Health Organization. This 

publication will be based on my own intensive study of w.u.o .. 

It will commend W.H.O.'s great contributions to international 

health within the 11 short years since its creation. 
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d one of our previous 

Committee reports - "The Status of World Health." This chart 

book shows the appalling world-wide incidence of disease, 

confronting the family of man. 

Among the figures cited in this chart book are the following : 

250 million cases of malaria 

250 million cases of fi~ariasis 

400 million cases of hookwork 

150 million cases of schistosomiasis 

4oo million cases of trachoma and infectious conjunctivitis 

50 million cases of yaws 

The blight of these and other widespread and largely avoidable 

diseases is a disgrace to the 20th Century. 

It is a blot on the conscience of man. 

It is a formidable barrier to a world of progress, peace 

and plenty. 
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attempt to solve major problems have forgotten that in vast 

regions of the globe - in many areas of Africa, South Asia, 

the Middle East and, yes, Latin America - we are dealing with 

largely sick populations. 

We cannot solve these area's social and economic problems, 

without solving their health problems. And we cannot solve 

their health problems without coming to grips with their aocio-

economic problems. 

Improving health in the amerging areas means that population 

will increaet, often spectacularly. This means that food and 

industrial product! vi ty, must simultaneously increase 1 lest the 

good effects of better health be c~elly wiped out by mass 
..;.../ 

hunger and unemployment. 
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Here in Washington, this past week the Committee for 

International Economic Growth held very important conference 

onthe subject of the future of one great country, India. It 

was my pleasure to participate in this conference . 

I know, however, tbat everyone interested in that Nation 

is well aware tb.at disease and disability are part and parcel 

of the fundamental problems faced by India today. 

In India, life expectancy is only 32 years on the average. 

Tbis is the second lovest rate in the world. ( In Norhhern 

Rhodesia, life expectancy at birth is still lower, 28.) 

India is plagued with malnutrition. In India, 48 kilograms 

of animal protein are consumed per person, per year (milk1 meat, 

fish). This is estimated to be the lowest rate in the world. 

(Compare this to the 384 kilograms per person in Norway, tbe 

highest in the world.) 
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Malnutrition breeds disease. 

Disease breeds poverty. 

Poverty breeds malnutrition and disease ! Somehow the 

vicious cycle must be broken with VISION - with BOLDNESS - and 

with DETEJI.WilATION AND ACTION. 

The fact of the matter is that as great as achievements 

in world health have been· in the past, they have not made more 

than a slight dent in tb.e backlo of diseases which has 

accumulated over the centuries. 

At the slow rate mankind is coming to ips with certain 

mass maladies, it will be at best, 10, 20, 30, or 50 years before 

whole populations will nave been relieved of the bufden of 

avoidable diseases. 
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COISXG~~~~ 
Th que tion 1s: What do we propose to do about it, starting now. 

A halt-hearted, halt·baked answer will not suffice. 

Tens of million of innocent people are sick and hungry today -

at this moment - in India and hundreds of millio elsewhere. 

We cannot say to them, lfSorry, we can't help very much. But . 

never mind, the world may be better for your children and your children's 

children! 11 

We cannot consign the present gener tion to endless disease nd 

disability. We cannot fold our bands in resigaat1on and pretend tbat 

the problem is insoluble within present lifetimes. 

The fact 1s1 that from an economic tandpoint alone, it is 

FAR COSTLIER to the world to tolerate the existence of avoidable 

disease than it 1 to seek ss eradication of disease. 

Our experience in combatting malaria bas proven tbat. 

re malari CO~OL is intintely costlier over a long period of 

time than i an intensified effort to ERADICATE malaria absolutely. 
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But l.f we are CQ.~~ ¥these prob~, we IJII1St 

have a long-range program, and w must begin to put it into effect today. 

A doctor canu.ot be trained overnight. The world's acute medical 

shortage is so severe tbat nothing short of a bold l0-20-30 year program 

will solve ilt. 

And the same is true in the case of the shortage of other 

categories of crucial health manpower - nurses, dentists, pbarmaol t~, 

sanitariums, and various medical auxl.liaries. 

6 PODT CO UEST C6 DlSFASE PROORAM 

I have said that we need a program. Let me now sugge t a half-

do~en elements tn that progr.am. 

l) First and foremost, the members of the World Health 

Organization should endeavor to ''break through" to a higher level 

of contributions to that organization. 

The overall World Health Organization 1.959 bud.set represented 

total resources of only around 26 million dollars. 
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Tbat tncluded~~p ¥lar budget, 6 million for 

the laria Eradication Special Account, and 5 million from the 

Expanded Program of Technical Assistance. 

Everyone who has studied the financial problem is aware that 

particularly in tod.ay's inflationary situation, $26 m1llion is grossly 

insufficient to cope with the problems ot world h lth. 

I am well aware that uany of the emerging nations are alre dy 

strained to meet even their present assessed contributions. It seems 

to me 1 therefore 1 that those better endowed nations which have larger 

financial capacity, particularly the industrialized Western Powers, 

including the Soviet Union, have a special responsibility to help 

proVide larger flnanctal resources for the World Health Organization. 

DICATIOB SURVEY 

2) Secondly, the program of ss eradication of selected diseases 

must proceed full speed ahead. 

The present anti-malaria program must be pur ued to final success, 

particular.ly in Africa where only a small area has been covered to date. 
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as eradication of other 

diseases with which the world has lived far too long. 

For that reason, I am introductog new ameDdments to the !<tltual 

Security Act or 1959, S. 14511 UDder which the United States would 

contribute to tbe World Health Organization a sum or one million 

dollars for field trials, surveys, and demonstrations as to the 

technical feasibility of mass eradication of such di eases as tuberculosis, 

and of several chronic African diseases. In tbat way 1 we will test 

whether cure and prevention of such diseases can be placed on n 

inexpen tve
1
effeottve1 and relatively permanent basis through mass 

application. 

PUBUC HFALTll BmVICE I.EADmSBIP 

3) A third essential point i to flash the green light for the 

United States Public Health Service to make available its technical 

know ... bow to the world on a more expanded basis tban at present. 

Toward t.bat end, another amendment which I am introducing to 

the !olltual Security Bill. would, for the f'lrst time on the statu8e books 
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rtght of, yes, tbe 

mandate to the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health 

Service to Join further in the prevention and conquest of di.seaae 

throughout the world. 

The iurgeon General would, of course, exercise this function 

through the President of the United States and the basic organ of 

foreign policy, the Department of State. 

And tbe Public Health Service would work in a manaer which 

would complement, and in no way duplicate, the work of tbe International 

Cooperation Administration. 

FIJI.DDG ANSWERS TO 1 BEART .DlSEASE 

4) A further element in the program is to accelerate man's 

search for answers to the riddles of baffling diseases which still 

exact a terrible toll throughout the world. 

Most important among these diseases are, of course, cancer and 

heart disease. 
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During World le died in the United 

States of the diseases of the heart and the circulatory system. 

That represented eight times the loss ot lite in the Armed force • 

cancer in turn killed over twice as many as lost their lives 

in ths. t war. 

When 1 was in the Soviet Union, I pointed out to Premier Khrushchev 

that, last year, a quarter of a million Americans cUe of cancer 

(which is one every two minutes) and a quarter of a million Russians 

died a well. I said: let us Join ha.nd.s - bilaterally and through 

WBO - in warring against cancer. Premier Khrushchev agreed. WHO can, 

therefore, play an indispensible part in coordinating East-West research 

toward the conquest of tba.t dread disease. 

Toward this end, too, still allother amendment which I am introducing 

would make available one million dollars for WHO research planning 

in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-vascular ailments. 

This would be the first such money, the onll such money, which 

the United States bas ever desigoated to the World Health Organization 

tor specific application agaiDSt these tw~ most un1 versal killers. 
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COPY 
And, I m1ght point out, this would SUPPLEMENT the one million 

dollar which the Executive Branch already proposes for research 

planning "across the board 11 against a vast spectrum of l1 terally 

dozens of diseases. 

Still another element in this program is the passage of 

legislation which I regard as indiapensible on the research front. 

This is Senate Joint Resolution 411 the "Health for Peace" Act, 

introduced by Senator Lister Hill and co-sponsored by 58 other 

Senators, including myself. Under this Bill, there will be 

established 
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a National lnsti 

we hope, an authorization of not ~ess than $50 million per year . 

'lhis Institute would become the channel for research 

grants overseas, .for the support of international medical 

organizations, exchange of medical information, and other 

essential purposes . 

FULL EFFORT illiDER THE I ·n'ERNATIONAL HEA!Im YEAR 

5. You are all aware that at the Assembly 

opening next Tu.esda.y, one of the very important items on the 

agenda is the International Public Heal tb and M::!dical Research 

Year . 

This Year, wich could commence in June 1961~ 

could witness the greatest effort against disease ever waged 

in the history of man . It could break through tO higher 

levels of governmental and world-wide health activity. 

As the sponsor of the :Resolution under which the 

Senate unanimously approved the concept of suCh a Year, I feel 
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COPY that all possible resources should be mobilized for the success 

of the Year . 

Of course, a 12 month or 18 month period would 

simply be a beginning . Dut it could mark a bolder beginning 

than men have heretofore visualized. What is important is 

not merely what is BEGUN that year, but rather what is sustained 

and broadened and expanded THEREAFTER. 

PASS "FOOD FOR PEACE" N:T 

6. Finally, I suggest that we use one of the 

greatest assets in the world today, America ' s food, for the 

health of mankind . 

Food saves lives, restores lives, enriches lives . 

American food sold abroad generates counterpart 

currencies which Ubn then be reloaned for a wide variety 

of constructive purposes, including higher industrial and 

agricUltural productivity, better schools, better sanitation 

systems, better health facilities. 
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Act, and it is why I shall strive for its passage . 

T<YrAL WAR .AGAnlST DISEME 

These six nts are but a few elements of an overall 

program. They add up to one key theme. Let us declare total 

war against disease. Let us declare a war in which all the 

world will fight on the same side. 

Let uo wage this war vi th the same dedication1 the 

same spirit of self-sacrifice, if need be, the same spirit of 

doing the impossible , as we have developed in time of military 

conflict. 

The enellzy' of disease is not simply present in 

Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East . The enemy t:Lhere 

in the wale -world - the bacteria, the viruses, the accidents, 

which kill and cripple man. 

Here in the United States, there are an estimated 

23 million partially or totally handicapped persons, including 
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14 million with diseases of the heart and arteries, another 

14 oillion with some type of mental problem, 11 million with 

arthritis and rheumatism. 

We /,mericans wuld not today think of tolera.titJg 

such former foes as small p:>x, typhoid fever, plague, or 

pellagra.. 

So 1 too, there is no reason why we should adopt 

an attitude of ltelplessnese in the face of the other types of 

diseases I have mentioned which now scourge so many of our own 

and other people • 

.And so next week, as the statesmen of the Great 

Powers meet in an attempt to find a way out of nuclear war, 

let a different type of 1re.r be declared by t.he 1orl Health 

Organization. 

Let it be a va.r against the only enemy maokind 

seeks -- the enellzy' which limits him, deprives him of his birth-

right, cuts him dovn prematurely -- disease and disability. 
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(CQPV 
And, let thin Va.r be a.n integral part o:f' an 

even broader war against poverty, indignity, tlEJ.lnutrition, 

unemployment, ienorance and hopelessness. 

This war can be won for t.l-te first til::le in recorded 

history. Ma..."lkind can at last gain an upper hand in conquering 

the foes which have blighted him since he first appeared on 

this earth. 

In Winning the war against this enemy, ve may 

help to win against orld War III , 

With a great cooperative effort in international 

health, we might concoct a "peace va.ccine11 
-- to inject into 

the body politic of international relations . 

A tr~ly unselfish and cooperative international 

health effort can be an important step in helping to create 

a climate of relationships out of which political agreements 

between East and West ~ some day be reached . 

'!hat, above all, is what we oost earnestly seek. 
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