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SENATOR HUMPHREY: "COSTLIER TO TOLERATE AVOIDABLE DISEASE THAN TO ERADICATE IT"

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) told the National Citizens Committee
for WHO last night in Washington that "from an economic standpoint alone, it is
far costlier to the world to tolerate the existence of avoidable disease than it
is to seek mass eradication of disease."

"Let us declare total war against disease," the Chair-
man of the Senate Study of International Health said. 'Let
us declare a war in which all the world will fight on the
same side!

"With a great cooperative effort in international health," Senator Humphrey
said, "we can concoct a 'peace vaccine' -- to inject into the body politic of in-
ternational relations."

"A truly unselfish and cooperative international
health effort can be an important step," he said, "in help-
ing to create a climate of relationships out of which po-
litical agreements between East and West may some day be
reached."

Senator Humphrey told the group that a successful long-term assault on world

disease can be built on six elements:

1. A sharp step-up in the budget of the World Health Organization, led by
contributions from the industrialized Western Powers, including the Soviet Union.

2. TImmediate planning for the mass eradication of such diseases as tubercu-
losis and several chronic African diseases.

Senator Humphrey announced that he is introducing new
amendments to the Mutual Security Act by which the U. S.
would contribute $1 million to WHO for field trials, sur-
veys, and demonstrations of technical feasibility for this
purpose.

3. A positive mandate to the U. S. Public Health Service 'to make available
its technical know-how to the world on & more expanded basis.

Here again Senator Humphrey revealed he is offering
a new amendment to the Mutual Security Act to express
clear Congressional intent for this purpose.

L., Acceleration of the world programs against cancer and heart disease and
others of the so-called "dread diseases.'

A third Mutual Security amendment, Senator Humphrey
said, would make available $1 million for WHO research
planning in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-
vascular ailments -- the first such funds which the U.S.
will ever have designated to WHO for use specifically
against these diseases.

Senator Humphrey also emphasized the importance of
Senator Lister Hill's Senate Joint Resolution 41 -~ the
"Health for Peace Act,' which would establish a National
Institute for International Medical Research, with a hope-
for authorization of at least $50 million per year. (Sena-
tor Humphrey pointed out that the entire WHO 1959 budget
amounted@ only to $26 million.)

More



5. A full and sustained effort under the International Public Health and
Medical Research year beginning in June 1961,

As the sponsor of the Senate resolution under which
the Senate approved the concept of such a Year, Senator
Humphrey said that "What is important is not merely what
is begun that year, but rather what is sustained and
broadened and expanded thereafter."

6. Passage of Senator Humphrey's "Food for Peace Act," which would expand
the usage of counterpart currencies generated by the sale and loan of surplus
American food abroad for many constructive purposes -- including better schools,
better sanitation systems, and better health facilities.

'"Je cannot consign the present generation to endless disease and disability,

Senator Humphrey declared, "while talking about future plans.”

- 30 -
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f It is a pleasure to appear before this dedicated assembly

of citizens in public and private life, seeking to strengthen

a great international body - the World Health Organization.

Semay

I am particularly happy to pay tribute to the f#e American

e delegation which, commencing next Tuesday, will represent @h€e4”

@a‘b the 12th World Health Assembly.
M /\ It is a pleasure to share this evening with my friend, the

Chairman of the Board of the International Rescue Committee,

Leo Cherne. His outstanding work on behalf of "MEDICO" symbolizes
e ———- P —

the enormous contributions made by voluntary organizations in our

country toward overseas well-being.

a ‘nii&
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Contrast of Two Meetings in Geneva

The scene in Geneva next week provides an historic commentary

————

on two parallel developments of our time.

B

4 At Geneva, the Foreign Ministers of the Great Powers will meet

to attempt solution of the thorny West Berlin__gﬂrisis and other

————

0 e "

e | ) - , ’~
major East-West issues. ( 2\ &N - CW:‘Z‘G )

Z\Simultaneously, in Geneva, East and West, instead of disputing,

will be Jjoining in this other conference - on World Health.

)\ The contrast between the two meetings is clear.

In the politi arena, we see, by and large, controversy,
—

suspicion and fear. In the health forum, we see large-scale
s 2 ADRLETE

agreement, faith and eager anticipation for tomorrow's achievements.
—— ———

Aln world politics, we see discordy in world health; we see unity.
N — ———TTTS




Need For Coordinated Research on Fallout

And in at least one area, the World Health Organization has

T e—

an unparalleled opportunity for leadership in a field which over-

flows the scientific into the political -- radioactive fallout.

p————
-

s

W.H.O. is uniquely qualified to play a far larger role than at

present in securing a scientific "meeting of the minds" as to

the effects on present and future generations of radiocactive

fallout.

—————

Z\Right now the limited scientific evidence on fallout is a

maze of controversy, of charge and countercharge.

—

£ There is a multiplicity of national and inter-Governmental
s e ARAE

——

organizations at work on isolated aspects of the fallout problem.
s ————

ﬁ Internationally there are for example: W.H.O0., the International

Atomic Energy Agency, the International Labor Organization (so far

s

as occupational health problems are concerned), the United Nations
I’

Committee on the Effects of Radiation.

—
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Zﬂeze in the Unit=d States, among the considerable number of

interested agencies, are: The National Committee on Radiation

Protection and Measurements, the Department of State, the Atomic
A— O — TP

Energy Commission, the Department of Health, Education, and

T

]
Welfare) and its Public Health Service, together with kFood

and Drug Administration; in addition to the United States Weather

L3

Bureau, the Department of Defense, the Department of Agriculture,

the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Bureau of Mines, the National

Science Foundation, the Department of Interior, the National

Lo S e S

P

——

Bureau of Standards, the National Academy of 8ciences, and

others.
The sheer number of these agencies, each with its separate

pool of technical information and interest, makes it essential

that there be coordination on both the nationsl and international

——
e ey,

scene.

—
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It should not be assumed that no coordination exists at

o

present. Actually, the various staff members of the Division

CE—————]

of Biology and Medinine of the Atomic Energy Commission alone

T

have membership on 43 inter-agency Committees.

el
Z At the technical level scientists are striving earnestlya

EEm—————G e

What is needed is top policy coordination and still more

intensified research into genetic, leukemia and other problems.
a— - s . i

»

: i
Moreover, there must be more coordinated interpretation as

———

c to the results of research.

Z We need an unadulaterated atmosphere of search for scientific

truth. This must be a search which does not bend the facts to
T

suit some particular bias or preconceived idea, but rather a

—

search which lets the facts fall as they may and which informs

L ———

the public promptly and accurately.

—

;f‘ Bold new bio-chemical discoveries are possible and indeed

P,
essential in the radiation field.fi We may find it possible to

———

T
L

A ————————

counteract the harmful effects of radiation in the human body.

—re

g
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Strontium 90, is a Aﬁ but not insoluble question mark.

However, only coordinated research, preferably under W.H.O.

g

auspices can solve its riddles.

The World's Burden of Disease

other
< But there are a vast range of/issues in which W.H.O. is

—y

called to a high purpose.

A The nature of that purpose is illustrated in a series of
factual publications which are, as most of this audience is aware,

being issued by the Subcommittee of the Government Operations

Committee, of which I am privileged to be Chairman.

<Next week, this Subcommittee will issue a M

exclusively devoted to the World Health Organization. This

publication will be based on my own igbems#¥e study of W.H.O..

Mo

It will commend W.H.O.'s great contributions to international

health within the 11 short years since its creation.

AL TN Te— -

= Pr———
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Many in this audience may have noted one of our previous

Committee reports - "The Status of World Health." This chart

e T

book shows the appalling world-wide incidence of disease,
confronting the family of man.

Among the figures cited in this chart book are the following:

250 million cases of malaris

250 million cases of filariasis

400 million cases of hookwork

150 million cases of schistosomiasis -~

LOO million cases of trachoma and infectious conjunctivitis

50 million cases of yaws

The blight of these and other widespread and largely avoidable

diseases is a disgrace to the 20th Century.

——— s X e =T T e T e R e b e T LT

It is a blot on the conscience of man.

It is a formidable barrier to a world of progress, peace

———

and plenty.
M-
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Disease Obstacles Bar World Progress

Far too often, the political leaders of the world, in their
attempt to solve major problems have forgotten that in vast

regions of the globe - in many areas of Africa, South Asia,

—_— -

the Middle East and, yes, Latin America - we are dealing with

i r——
e

largely sick populations.

g ﬁ? social and economic problems iz M

without solving their health problems. And we cannot solve

their health problems without coming to grips with their socio-
e ]

economic problems.

=

z Improving health in the emerging areas means that population
M T S e

will increasg¢, often spectacularly. This means that food and 8

industrial productivity, must simultaneously increase, lest the

HERETTIRA

good effects of better health be cruelly wiped out by mass

=

hunger and unemployment.
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Examples of Health Problem in India

A Here in Washington, this past week the Committee for

International Economic Growth held a very important conference

onthe subject of the future of one great country, India. It
e ——

was my pleasure to participate in this conference.

I know, however, that everyone interested in that Nation

is well aware that disease and disability are part and parcel

e e —,
gt

of the fundamental problems faced by India today.

In India, life expectancy is only 32 years on the average.

—_—

This is the second lowest rate in the world. (In Northern

Rhodesia, life expectancy at birth is still lower, 28.)

‘,£< India is plagued with malnutrition. In India, 48 kilograms

of animal protein are consumed per person, per year (milk, meat,

fish). This is estimated to be the lowest rate in the world.

(Compare this to the 384 kilograms per person in Norway, the

highest in the world.)

émwﬂéovw/ﬂfm (fa, //J//7/
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The Vicious Cycle

Malnutrition breeds disease.

Disease breeds poverty.

Poverty breeds malnutrition and disease! Somehow the

vicious cycle must be broken with VISION - with BOLDNESS - and

—

with DETERMINATION AND ACTION.

_____.“-,_p-ﬂ—-

The fact of the matter is that as great as achievemmnts

in world health have been in the past, they have not made more

than a slight dent in the backlog of diseasey which has

—————

accumulated over the centuries.

At the slow rate mankind is coming to grips with certain

mass maladies, it will be at best, 10, 20, 30, or 50 years before

e ——— e

whole populations will have been relieved of the burden of

avoidable diseases.
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CONSIGNING PRESENT GENERATION TO ILLNgs§ U O ° U

The gquestion is: What do we propose to do about it, starting now.

/A balf-hearted, hsl.fﬁ:l ansver will not suffice.

__._ i = . e e — e ———— D
/ Tens of millions of innoc?/people are sick _
/

| We cannot say to i;hem,

[
#

/ ;
/ never mind, th/g/ﬁorld may tter for your children and your children's
/ .-
children!’” P /
/ /
/ 4 d
/
J,He cannot onsign the present generation to endless disease and/
\ /ﬂ.aabili We cannot fold bands in resignation and pretend )éet.
\ ! — /

within present lifetimes. /

“_the problem is insolub ‘
ok 2 .

‘x.__‘__-_. e ——— T — e ——
Z The fact is, that from an economic standpoint alome, it is

FAR COSTLIER to the world to tolerate the existence of avoidable

' disease than it is to seek mass eradication of disease.

f

4 OQur experience in combatting malaria has proven that.

Mere malaria CONTROL is infintely costlier over a long period of
- —_—

time than is an intensified effort to ERADICATE malaria absolutely.
e



= 18- 0008 6\
But if we are to deal effectively with these problems, we must

have a long-range program, and we must begin to put it into effect today.

_—

NEED FOR LONG-RANGE FROGRAM

LA doctor cannot be trained overnight. The world's acute medical

shortage is so severe that nothing short of a bold 10-20-30 year program

will solve it.

4 And the same is true in the case of the shortage of other

categories of crucial health manpower - nurses, dentists, pharmacists,

—— - ———————

o

sanitariums, and various medical auxiliaries.

——————— T

6 POINT CONQUEST OF DISEASE PROGRAM

I have said that we need a program. Let me now suggest a half-
dozen elements in that program.
1) First and foremost, the 88 members of the World Health

Organization should endeavor to "break through” to a higher level
i S —

s

i

R

of contributions to that organization.
The overall World Health Organization 1959 budget represented

total resources of only around 26 million dollars.

e ——————
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/ That included $15 million for the regular budget, $6 million for

the Malaria Eradication Special Account, and $5 million from the

Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.

S—

Everyone who has studied the financial problem is aware that
particularly in today's inflationary situation, $26 million is grossly
T —

insufficient to cope with the problems ot world health.

e ———

Z 1 am well avare that many of the emerging mations are already

strained to meet even their present assessed contributions. It seems

F -

t e 8.
to me, therefore, that those : nations which have larger

financial capacity, particularly the industrialized Western Powers,

i —

including the Soviet Union, have a special responsibility to help
e S rve—.

provide larger financial resources for the World Health Organization.

$1 MILLION AMENDMENT FOR ERADICATION SURVEY

2) Secondly, the program of mas eradicéition of selected diseases

must proceed full speed ahud

Z The present anti-malaria program must be pursued to final success,

particularly in Africa where only a small area has been covered to date.
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But, we must begin to lay plans for mass eradication of other
diseases with which the world has lived far too long.
For that reason, I am introducing new amendments to the Mutual

Security Act of 1959, S. 1451, under which the United States would

contribute to the World Health Organization a sum of one million

dollars for field trials, surveys, and demonstrations as to the

technical feasibility of mass eradication of such diseases as tuberculosis,

and of several chronic African diseases. In that way, we will test

whether cure and prevention of such diseases can be placed on an
poe. e

inexpensive effective, and relatively permanent basis through mass
P

s .

application.

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE LEADERSHIP

3) A third essential point is to flash the green light for the

—— 1

United States Public Health Service to make available its technical

know-how to the world on a more expanded basis than at present.
— ey

e

< Toward that end, another amendment which I am introducing to

the Mutual Security Bill,would, for the first time GHEMNSNSEEMISEIDOTES
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ofsoupsnwbien, make umistakably clear the right of, yes, the

mandate to the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health
aqubaludaf
Service to join *er in the prevention and conquest of disease
PR N L

throughout the world.

/  The Burgeon General would, of course, exercise this function

through the President of the United States and the basic organ of
foreign policy, the Department of State.
And the Public Health Service would work in a manner which

would complement, and in no way duplicate, the work of the International

—

Cooperation Administration.

FINDING ANSWERS TO CANCER, HEART DISEASE

k) A further element in the program is to accelerate man's

search for answers to the riddles of baffling diseases which still

s s e S LA

exact a terrible toll throughout the world.

Most important among these diseases are, of course, cancer and
——————

heart disease.
—— ety
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During World War II, 1.9 million people died in the United
States of the diseases of the heart and the circulatory system.
That represented eight times the loss of life in the Armed Forces.
Cancer in turn killed over twice as many as lost their lives
in that war.

KN\ @\,t@//z When I was in the Soviet Union, I pointed out to Premier Khrushchev
W

3
that, last year, a quarter of a million Americans &duof cancer

e

(vhich is one every two minutes) and a guarter of a million Russians

died as well. I said: let us Join hands - bilaterally and through

WHO - in warring against cancer. Premier Khrushchev agreed. WHO can, _
S

)
| [v
b
% therefore, play an indispensible part in coordinating East-West research /"
toward the conquest of that dread disease. /

f Toward this end, too, still another amendment which I am introducing

would make available one million dollars for WHO research planning

T e A e

in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-vascular ailments.

-

This would be the first such money, the only such money, which

the United States has ever designated to the World Health Organization

for specific application against these two most universal killers.
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And, I might point out, this would SUPPLEMENT the one million

e

dollars which the Executive Branch already proposes for research

planning "across the board" against a vast spectrum of literally

Gade L E R

dozens of diseases.

! Still another element in this program is the passage of
legislation which I regard as indispensible on the research front.

This is Senate Joint Resolution 41, the "Health for Peace" Act,

introduced by Senator Lister Hill and co-sponsored by 58 other

Senators, including myself. Under this Bill, there will be

established
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a8 National Institute for International Medical Research with,
we hope, an authorization of not less than $50 million per year.

This Institute would become the channel for research

i

grants overseas, for the support of international medical
M. - B e SR E 2 T P PRI 1 NS LA A S HeChannimoELnoan

organizations, exchange of medical information, and other

——— i e e TR P 557k R AR 6 N N S G AT 17, AT A =i T i o

essential purposes.

- i LRI NN R

FULL EFFORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH YEAR

WHo

5. You are all aware that at 1‘.1:1:;7 Assembly

C| opening next Tuesday, one of the very important items on the

agenda is the International Public Health and Medical Research

PR

Year.

A=y

This Year, which could commence in June 1961,

could witness the greatest effort against disease ever waged

i I
in the history of man. It could break through to higher

- S T B At
o e ———
-

levels of governmental and world-wide health activity.

'

.. As the sponsor of the Resolution under which the

Senate unanimously approved the concept of such a Year, I feel

. S oy v T
# i et A VA g 0 T A A g
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that all possible resources should be mobilized for the success

of the Year.

"/
7

£ Of course, a 12 month or 18 month period would

i

simply be a beginning. But it could mark a bolder beginning

—

than men have heretofore visualized. What is important is

— et —

—

not merely what is BEGUN that year, but rather what is sustained
“’“—
and broadened and expanded THEREAFTER.

o

A

PASS "FOOD FOR PEACE" ACT

c 6. Finally, I suggest that we use one of the

greatest assets in the world today, America's food, for the

health of menkind.

y
/ Food saves lives, restores lives, enriches lives.

% - 4
American food sold abroad generates counterpart
——"
currencies which can then be reloaned for a wide variety

—

of constructive purposes, including higher industrial and

agricultural productivity, better schools, better sanitation

et e L

c systems, better health facilities.

—




e

- 20- 000869

This is why I have introduced the "Food for Peace"

—

b
Act, and it is why & shall strive for its passage ¢

TOTAL WAR AGAINST DISEASE

These six points are but a few elements of an overall

program. They add up to one key theme. Let us declare total
——— ' ———

yar against disease. Let us declare a war in which all the
AR TR . ’ -
world %/ fight on the same side.

Let us wage this war with the same dedication, the

same spirit of self-sacrifice, ifelmeilile, the same spirit of

doing the impossible , as we Ml developed in time of military

conﬂiet, W W Wﬂj Mw'ﬁ'

_,—/ The enemy of disease is not simply present in

#
-—

o

Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. The enemy is here

in the whole world_p-the bacteria, the viruses 3 the accidents 3

P ettt e 2T ——

which kill and cripple man.

Z Here in the United States, there are an estimated

23 million pa.rtially or tota.}.ly handica.pped persons, including

T—— i A
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14 million with diseases of the heart and arteries, another

14 million with some type of mental problem, 11 million with

e e BT

arthritis and rheumatism.
/ We /mericans would not today think of tolerating

such former foes as small pox, typhoid fever, plague, or

— e

pellagra.

e Sy

J

J
< So, too, there is no reason why we should adopt

an attitude of Relplessness in the face of the other types of

—

diseases I have mentioned which now scourge so many of our own

LT

and other people.
And so next week, as the statesmen of the Great
E"Fw
Powers meet in an attempt to find a way out of nuclear war,
e
let a different type of war be declared by the World Health

Organization.

— ———— ----’7
p
< Let it be a war against the only enemy mankind

seeks ~-- the enemy which limits him, deprives him of his birth-

right, cuts him down prematurely -- disease and disability.

e A Ve g -
— e m—



00087}

And, let this war be an integral part of an

i —— —

even broader war against poverty, indignity, malnutrition,

R

unemployment, ignorance and hopelessness.

This war can be won for the first time in recorded

history. Mankind can at last gain an upper hand in conquering

=iy

the foes which have blighted him since he first appeared on

— Wt

this earth.
%

(Inwinningthemagainatthisenemy,wemy

help to win against World War III,
g s S

With a great cooperative effort in international
T lAhFD 088 irnnglT

health, we might concoct a "peace vaccine" g So—inject dnjo,

the body politic of international relations,

[ — S R———— R

: A truly unselfish and cooperative international

health effort can be an important step in helping to create

=R TRy

a climate of relationships out of which political agreements

between East and West may some day be reached.

That, above all, is what we most earnestly seek.

WwMé'@#[
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It is a pleasure to appear before this dedicated assembly
of citizens in public and private life, seeking to strengthen
a great international body - the World Health Organization.

I am particularly happy to pay tribute to the fine American
delegation which, commencing next Tuesday, will represent this
nation at the 12th World Health Assembly.

It is a pleasure to share this evening with my friend, the
Chairman of the Board of the International Rescue Committee,

Leo Cherne. His outstanding work on behalf of "MEDICO" symbolizes
the enormous contributions made by voluntary organizations in our

country toward overseas well-being.



on two parallel developments of our time.

At Geneva, the Foreign Ministers of the Great Powers will meet
to attempt solution of the thorny West Berlin crisis and other
ma jor East-West issues.

Simultaneously, in Geneva, East and West, instead of disputing,
will be joining in this other conference - on World Health.

The contrast between the two meetings is clear.

In the political arena, we see, by and large, controversy,
suspicion and fear. In the health forum, we see large-scale
agreement, faith and earer anticipation for tomorrow's achievements.

In world politics, we see discord; in world hcalth} we see unity.

I know that it is the hope of everyone in this audience tonight
that the type of cordial atmosphere which will be represented

at theW.H.0. meetings will be carried over, so to speak, into the
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atmosphere of the conference.

Need For Coordinated Research on Fallout

And in at least one area, the World Health Organization has
an unparalleled opportunity for leadership in a field which over-
flows the scientific into the political -- radicactive fallout.
W.H.0. is uniquely qualified to play a far larger role than at
present in securing a scientific "meeting of the minds" as to
the effects on present and future generations of radicactive
fallout.

Right now the limited scientific evidence on fallout is a
maze of controversy, of charge and countercharge.

There is a multiplicity of nationsl and inter-Governmental
organizations at work on isoclated aspects of the fallout problem.

Internationally there are for example: W.H.0., the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the International Labor Organization (so far
as occupational health problems are concerned), the United Nations

Committee on the Bffects of Radiation.
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Heee in the Ut among considerable number of

interested agencies, are; The National Committee on Radiation
Protection and Measurements, the Department of State, the Atomic
Energy Commission, the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare and its Public Health Service, together with its Food
and Drug Administration; in addition to the United States Weather
Bureau, the Department of Defense, the Department of Agriculture,
the Coast and Geodetic Survey, the Bureau of Mines, the National
Science Foundation, the Department of Interior, the National
Bureau of Standards, the National Academy of 8ciences, and
others.

The sheer number of these agencies, each withlitn separate
pool of technical information and interest, makes it essential
that there be coordination on both the national and international
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It should na\b.bﬁ? hat no ination exists at

present. Actudlly, the various staff members of the Division
of Biology and Medinine of the Atowic Energy Commission alone
have membership on 43 inter-agency Committees.

At the technical level scientists are striving earnestly.
What is needed is top policy coordination and still more
intensified research into genetic, leukemia and other problems.

Moreover, there must be more coordinated interpretation as
to the results of research.

We need an unadulaterated atmosphere of search for scientific
truth. This must be a search which does not bend the facts to
suit some particular bias or preconceived idea, but rather a
search which lets the facts fall as they may and which inforas
the public promptly and accurately.

Bold new bio-chemical discoveries are possible and indeed
essential in the radiation field. We may find it possible to

counteract the harmful effects of radiation in the human body.
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Strontium 90,&#% not luble question mark.

However, only coordinated research, preferably under W.H.O.
auspices can solve its riddles.

The World's Burden of Disease

other
But there are a vast range of/issues in which W.H.O. is

called to a high purpose.

The nature of that purpose is illustrated in a series of
factual publications which are, as most of this audience is aware,
being issued by the Subcommittee of the Government Operations
Committee, of which I am privileged to be Chairman.

Next week, this Subcommittee will issue a Committee Prinot,
exclusively devoted to the World Health Organization. This
publication will be based on my own intensive study of W.H.O..

It will commend W.H.O.'s grest contributions to international

health within the 11 short years since its creation.
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Many in this Ve n one of our previous
Committee reports - "The Status of World Health." This chart
bock shows the appalling world-wide incidence of disease,
confronting the family of man.
Among the figures cited in this chart book are the following:
250 million cases of wmalaria
250 million cases of filariasis
400 million cases of hookwork
150 million cases of schistosomiasis
400 million cases of trachoma and infectious conjunctivitis
50 million cases of yaws
The blight of these and other widespread and largely avoidable
diseases is a disgrace to the 20th Century.
It is a blot on the conscience of man.
It is a formidable barrier to a world of progress, peace

and plenty.



Far too often, ders of the world, in their

attempt to solve major problems have forgotten that in vast
regions of the globe - in many areas of Africa, South Asia,
.ttw Middle East and, yes, Latin America - we are dealing with
largely sick populations.

We cannot solve these area's social and economic probleas,
without solving their health problems. And we cannot solve
their health problewms without coming to grips with_thair socio-
economic problems.

Improving health in the amerging areas means that population
will increaeg, often spectacularly. This means that food and
industrial productivity, must s@tmmﬂy increase, lest the
good effects of better health be cr@lly wiped ocut by mass

hunger and unemployment.



Here in Washington, this past week the Coumittee for
International Economic Growth held a very important conference
onthe subject of the future of one great country, India. It
was my pleasure to participate in this conference.

I know, however, that everyone interested in that Nation
is well aware that disease and disability are part and parcel
of the fundamental problems faced by India today.

In India, life expectancy is only 32 years on the average.
This is the second lowest rate in the world. (In Norhhern
Rhodesia, life expectancy at birth is still lower, 28.)

India is plagued with malnutrition. In India, 48 kilograms
of animal protein are consumed per person, per year (milk, meat,
fish). This is estimated to be the lowest rate in the world.
(Compare this to the 384 kilograms per person in Norway, the

highest in the world.)
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Malnutrition breeds disease.

Disease breeds poverty.

Poverty breeds maluutrition and disease! Somehow the

vicious cycle must be brokén with VISION - with BOLDNESS - and
with DETERMINATION AND ACTION.

The fact of the utter is that as great as achievements
in world health have been in the past, they have not made more
than a slight dent in the backlog of diseases which has
accumulated over the centuries.

At the slow rate mankind is coming to grips with certain
mass maladies, it will be at best, 10, 20, 30, or 50 years before
whole populations will have been relieved of the bufden of

avoidable diseases.



The question is: What do we propose to do about it, starting now.

A balf-hearted, half-baked answer will mot suffice.

Tens of millions of imnocent people are sick and hungry today -

at this moment - in India and hundreds of millions elsewhere.

We cannot say to them, "Sorry, we can't help very much. But

never mind, the world may be better for your children and your children's

children!"”

We cannot consign the present generation to endless disease and

disability. We cannot fold our hands in resigmation and pretend that

the problem is insoluble within present lifetimes.

The fact is, that from an economic standpoint alone, it is

FAR COSTLIER to the world to tolerate the existence of avoldable

disease than it _is to seek mass eradication of disease.

Our experience in combatting malaria has proven that.

Mere malaria CONTROL is infintely costlier over a long period of

time than is an intensified effort to ERADICATE malaria absolutely.
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But if we m@@w h these problems, we must

bhave a long-range program, and we must begin to put it into effect today.

NEED FOR f.m-mm PROGRAM
A doctor cannot be trained overnight. The world's acute medical
shortage is so severe that nothing short of a bold 10-20-30 year program
will solve it.
And the same is true in the case of the shortage of other
categories of crucial health manpower - nurses, dentists, pharmacists,

sanitariums, and various medical auxiliaries.

6 _POINT CONQUEST OF DISEASE PROGRAM

I have said that ve need a program. Let me now suggest a half-
dozen elements in that program.

1) First and foremost, the 88 members of the World Health
Organization should endeavor to "break through" to a higher level
of contributions to that organization.

The overall World Health Organization 1959 budget represented

total resources of only around 26 million dollars.
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That included @n@@%r budget, $6 million for
the Malaria Eradication Special Account, and $5 million from the
Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.

Everyone who has studied the financial problem is aware that
particularly in today's inflationmary situation, $26 million is grossly
insufficient to cope with the problems of world health.

I am vell avare that many of the emerging mations are already
strained to meet even their present assessed contributions. It seems
%o me, therefore, that those better endowed nations which have larger
financial capacity, particularly the industrialized Western Powers,
including the Soviet Union, have a special responsibility to help

provide larger financial resources for the World Health Organization.

$1_MILLION AMENDMENT FOR ERADICATION SURVEY

2) Secondly, the program of mass eradication of selected diseases

must proceed full speed ahead.

The present anti-malaria program must be pursued to final success,

particularly in Africa where only a small area has been covered to date.
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But, we must N%?Mﬂ eradication of other
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diseases with which the world has lived far too long.

For that reason, I am introducing new amendments to the Mutual
Security Act of 1959, S. 1451, under which the United States would
contribute to the World Health Organization a sum of one million
dollars for field trials, surveys, and demonstrations as to the
technical feasibility of mass eradication of such diseases as tuberculosis,
and of several chronic African diseases. In that way, we will test
whether cure and prevention of such diseases can be placed on an
inexpamtve’effective, and relatively permanent basis through mass

application.

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE LEADERSHIP

3) A third essential point is to flash the green light for the

United States Public Health Service to make available its technical

know-how to the world on a more expanded basis than at present.

Toward that end, another amendment which I am imtroducing to

the Mutual Security Bill would, for the first time on the statube books
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mandate to the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health
Service to join further in the prevention and conquest of disease
throughout the world.

The Burgeon General would, of course, exercise this function
through the President of the United States and the basic orgam of
foreign policy, the Department of State.

And the Public Health Service would work in a manner which
would complement, and in no way duplicate, the work of the Internmational

Cooperation Administration.

FINDING T0 HEART DISEASE
4) A further element in the program is to accelerate man's
search for answers to the riddles of baffling diseases which still
exact a terrible toll throughout the world.
Most important among these diseases are, of course, cancer and

heart disease.
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States of the diseases of the heart and the circulatory system.
That represented eight times the loss of life in the Armed Forces.

Cancer in turn killed over twice as many as lost their lives
in that war.

When I vas in the Soviet Union, I pointed out to Premier Khrushchev
that, last year, a quarter of a million Americans die: of cancer
(which is one every two minutes) and a guarter of a million Russians
died as well. I said: let us join bands - bilaterally and through
WHO - in varring against cancer. Premier Khrushchev agreed. WHO can,
therefore, play an indispensible part in coordinating Bast-West research
toward the conquest of that dread disease.

Toward this end, too, still another amendment which I am introducing
would make available one million dollars for WHO research planning
in the specific fields of cancer and cardio-vascular ailments.

This would be the first such money, the only such momey, which
the United States has ever designated to the World Health Organization

for specific application against these two most universal killers.
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And, I might point out, this would SUPPLEMENT the one million

dollars which the Executive Branch already proposes for research
planning "across the board” against a vast ape;trm of literally
dozens of diseases.

Still another element in this program is the passage of
legislation which I regard as indispensible on the research fronmt.
This is Senate Joint Resolution 41, the "Health for Peace" Act,
introduced by Senator Lister Hill and co-sponsored by 58 other
Senators, including myself. Under this Bill, there will be

established
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& National Insti _tioﬂ Medical Research with,

we hope, an authorization of not less than $50 million per year.

This Institute would become the chamnel for research
grants overseas, for the support of international medical
organizations, exchange of medical information, and other
essential purposes.

FULL EFFORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL HEALTH YE/R

5. You are all awere that at the Assembly
opening next Tuesday, one of the very important items on the
egenda is the Internstional Public Health end Medical Research
Year.

This Year, which could commence in June 1961,
could witness the greatest effort against disease ever waged
in the history of man. It could breek through to higher
levels of governmental and world-wide health activity.

As the gponsor of the Resolution under which the .

Senate unanimously epproved the concept of such a Year, I feel
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that all possible resources should be mobilized for the success
of the Year.

Of course, a 12 month or 18 month period would
simply be & beginning. But it could merk a bolder beginning
than men have heretofore visualized. What is important is
not merely what is BEGUN that year, but rather what is sustained
and broedened and expanded THEREAFTER.

PASS "FOOD FOR PEACE" ACT

6. Finally, I suggest that we use one of the
greatest assets in the world today, America's food, for the
health of mankind.

Food saves lives, restores lives, enriches lives.

/merican food sold abroad generates counterpart
currencies which #an then be reloaned for a wide variety
of constructive purposes, including higher industrial and
agricultural productivity, better schools » better sanitation

systems, better health facilities.
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This is I have ced the "Food for Peace"

Act, end it is why I shall strive for its passage.

TOTAL WAR IGATNST DISEASE

These shp@nﬂmb&tsfuaw of an overall
program. They add up to one key theme. Iet us declare total
war against disease. Let us declare a war in which all the
world will fight on the same side.

let us wage this wer with the same dedication, the
same spirit of self-sacrifice, if need be, the same spirit of
doing the impossible , as we have developed in time of military
conflict.

The enemy of disease is not simply present in
Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. The enemy is.here
in the whole world - the bacteria, the viruses, the accidents,
wvhich kill and cripple man.

Here in the United States, there are an estimated

23 million partially or totally handicapped persons, including
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1% miliion with diseases of the heart end arteries, enother
lhmiﬂionﬁthsomtw&#mtalmhlm, 11 million with
arthritis and rheumatism.

We ‘mericans would not today think of tolerating
such former foes &s small pox, typhold fever, plague, Ior
pellagra.

So, too, there is no reason why we should adopt
an attitude of Relplessness in the face of the other types of
diseases I have mentioned which now scourge so many of our own
and other people.

/nd so next week, as the statesmen of the Great
Pomsmtinana.ttmpttoﬁndawcutofmclmm,
let a different type of war be declared by the World Health
Organization,

Let it be & war ageinst the only enemy mankind
seeks -- the enemy which limits him, deprives him of his birth-

right, cute him down premeturely -- disease and dissbility.



unemployment, ignorance and hopelessness.

This war can be won for the first time in recorded
history. Maenkind can at last gain an upper hand in conguering
the foes which have blighted him since he first appeared on
this earth.

In winning the war against this enemy, we may
help to win against World Wer III.

With a great cooperative effort in international
health, we might concoct & "peace vaccine" -- to inject into
the body politic of international relations.

A truly unselfish and cooperative international
health effort can be an important step in helping to create
& climate of relationships out of which political agreements
between East and West may some day be reached.

That, above all, is what we most earnestly seek.
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