
FROM: 
The Humphrey for President Committee 
SUite 740, Roosevelt Hotel 
Washington 9, D.C. 
Adams 2-3411 

FOR RELEASE: Friday, AM's, November 6, 1959 

HUMPHREY TELLS TEACHERS FEDERAL AID IS COMING 

Des Moines, Iowa - November 5 -- "Stay in your classroomsj help is on the way1
11 

S~nator Hubert H. Humphrey tonight told the nation's teachers in a speech to 

the Iowa State Education Association convention. 

Protesting against official complacency about the country's lack of 

necessary educational funds, the Minnesota Senator stated: "Federal aid to 

education is inevitable. You know this and I know this. We must insist upon a 

national leadership that will do it today instead of saying 'Let's WOrl1f about 

it tomorrow.' 11 

In the meantime, 11it would be disastrous ••• if large numbers of yo·l.'.. ~·-I'<Jre 

to leave the teaching profession because of broken hearts anrl tj.red spir.i"ts, ·:.: o 

say nothing of crowded classrooms and low salaries." 

The Senator said that if discussicms within the U.N. and elsewb.e ·~e 

eventually lead to steps toward disarmament 1 "then this reduction in fir·;:ocwer 

must be accompanied by an increase in brainpower. 11 Moreover, he said, 11We O't~ght 

to be waging a war on illiteracy in the world. Let not America be remembered 

so much for developing the A-bomb and H-bomb as for launching a crusade against 

illiteracy. 11 

Senator Humphrey cited the National Defense Education Act, with its 

emphasis on scientific education, as a temporary, necessary measure. 11But, 11 he 

said, 11to accept this emergency, quarter-loaf legislation as adequate discharge 

of a national responsibility just will not do. " 

11The problems of the schools and colleges will not be solved by hastily 

applying a few dribbling dollars to certain parts of the curriculum. Nor will 

they be solved by a few thousand loans to needy students who must first submit 

to the indignity of suspicion as to their loyalty to their country in order to 

qualify." 

Senator Humphrey stated tl-TO basic ingredients necessary to achieve 

excellence in American education: Money and Motivation. 11We 've got to match 

dollars with desire 1
11 he said. 11We cannot have excellence without excellent 

teachers, well-equipped adequate classrooms, libraries, laboratories and health 

facilities available to every child in every school community in this nation. 

"Such a situation does not exist ·- and will not exist until large sums 
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of money are devoted to our schools. And with the taxing power of states and 

localities limited, federal aid is essential. .. 

The Senator cited the fallacy in the thinking ot those who attack 

federal aid to education on the ground that 11the large, rich states will be 

paying for the small, poor states. 11 He said: 

11No state in this nation pays taxes to the federal government. U.s. 

citizens who live in each of the fifty states pay federal taxes at the same rate, 

on the same schedule, as the u.s. citizens in every state. 

"We have the material resources to lead the world in educatior.," Senator 

Humphrey stated. "We must demonstrate that we have the co~l ~~age and tl:!.e l-7:!.11 

to do so. 

"The highest priority on our '196o action list' is the devotion of more 

resources to the improvement of our schools and the well-being of our teachers. 

"\-Te must do this if we are to win the next battle with Communism. We 

are in a race with a nation that is pullitlg itself up by it.8 intellectual 

bootstraps faster than any other nation in history was ever a0~e to do. We will 

not win the race for educational supremacy with halfw~y measures or half-h~arted 

leadership." 

##7~####### 
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TA CHERS CONVENTION 
November 5, r959 

suffering, patient 

nation is fortunate that this is so. For since Sputnik, there has been a lot of 
~ 

analysis, criticism and second-guessing about American schools and teachers. 
--------=' 

Despite this, you have each day welcomed into your classrooms -- into 

your hearts -- the children of 'bhis land, without displaying bitterness toward 

~ As a parent of four, I thank you. 
.. z:::!7 - --- ~ 

I know it must be difficult to find 

yourselves the target for a neglectful nation's frustrations. 
=----

:s a 
scapegoat for I But I hope you will not sit by and accept the role of 

the scientific successes of the Soviet government. 

I urge you not to adopt the attitude that 11if we ignore the clamor it 

will go away and things will work out. 11 

± nn -

~On the other hand, I urge you not to try to re-organize the school 

curriculum to fit each 11 sure cure 'Ap~ed. 

~ 
Most disastrousAof all, however, would be the 

of you were to leave the teaching profession, -- because of broken hearts 



Iowa State 0 0 I 9 3 8 Page 2 
Teachers Convention 

and tired spirits, to say nothing of crowded classrooms 
~ 

and ~ salaries. I 
..... 

plead with you to stay with your chosen profession -- stay in r= classrooms. 

There is more t~':?; on the horizon. ~~~~ 
I{ Federal aid to education is inevitable. You know this and I know this. 

What we need is the kind of ~1-time leadership that ~ill f~~; ,up to and under-

stand this. And we must insist upon leaders who will say: "Let's do it today 

and breathe easier about tomorrow, " instead of saying "I'll think about that 

tomorrow." 

~ A nation with the heritage of freedom, and a commitment to the extension 

of that freedom to all humanity, cannot afford to be complacent about education. 

The founders of our nation believed with Jeffers:n that ~ 

efforts to focus 

We cannot expect teachers and school boards to do better t-s $1 = t 1, while 

we deny them the necessary resources. ~nd appointing committees to study the 
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education. 

We cannot 

classrooms, libraries, laboratories 
I. 

to every 

child in every school community in this nation. 
~ 

of money are devoted to our schools. And with the taxing power of states and 

localities limited, federal aid is essential. It is time to stop trying to talk .. 
ourselves out of this dilemma. We cannot continue on the one hand to kid our-- ? ... tt 

••• -tft"g M"Gtui ..... 
selves into thinking that there is no problem, or on the other hand to fool 

ourselves that all s~o~ :~~:~e!,;!.? sol;~e;r !;~l;m" : ocal_;r. 

~Some of the most 1~xasperati~ attacks on federal financial support for 

education come from groups who ~hat under federal grants in aid/:ric~ 
[ ..... 

states like New York or New Jersey will be required to finance education in 

poorer states such as Mississippi or This argument is based on - - • 
tl ,, 

the fallacy that states pay taxes to the Federal treasury. No state in this 

nation pays taxes to the Federal government. U.S. citizens who live in each ..... ,., 

of the fifty states pay Federal taxes at the same rate, on the same schedule, 1 
......... , .... 

as the U.S. citizens in every other state. 



001940 
Iowa State 
Teachers Convention Page 4 

~The :fact tbat 
lft.L~ 

the internal revenue service has provided ...,. officE;¥\ in 

each state for the convenience of the U.S. citizens in that state has been 

distorted to imply that the taxes collected at these various offices are 

tribute paid to the Federal government by the state. Obviously this is a 

ridiculous argument -- but one that is widely used against Federal support 
--1 

for education. 

But even if you wanted to accept this argument, it is weak reason. 

--J~fh.J~~~ 
!. The :fruits of proper investments in education are re:fl.ected in all sorts 

of ways. For example, did you know that while over 9&/o of all Iowa boys were 

able to pass the mental and educational tests for the dr':ft, about half of the 

boys from Mississippi and South Carolina were unable to pass those tests? 

There is a reason for this. Iowa spends nearly twice as much per pupil 

on education as does Mississippi, although Mississippi's citizens contribute 11.2% 

of their personal income to state and local taxes as against Iowa's 9. 9"/o. And 

the average tcac*era teacher's salary in Mississippi is $1,000 lower than here 

in Iowa. 
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The general case for more Federal finances for educat~ despite 

the few -- but annoyingly loud -- opponents, has been widely recognized .... ... ... 
by the American people. The problem which now appears, however, is to 

decide what kind of Federal financial participation can best do the job. 
::::...:-~ , 

,~ 
It is obvious that a few begrudged millions is not going to bring about 

., IW /'-

And despite the bes~~ntentions ~ the kind of improvement we must have. 
X 

1111-, such meager and stratified programs as the National Defense 
tau 

Education Act of 1957 will not be the answer. Indeed, I hope you educators 

will not be prompted to hail such measures as the answer to our educational 
' 7 'Wr# 

problems. 

~I recognize that there are occasions when the national government 

must take emergency action to attempt to correct a situation which short-

sighted national leadership has allowed to develop. For this reason, most 
..,. saae :&w..-. *' ~ 

of us vot~d for the National Defense Education Act as a justified necessity. 
~n=ewrese" 

J - M?cat&:a,_, 2_, 4 

II '1 
But to accept this emergency quart~r-loaf legislation as adequate discharge 

of a national responsibility will not suffice. The problems of the schools 

and colleges will not be solved by hastily applying a ~ew dribbling dollars 

to eertain narts of the curriculum, nor by a :rew thousand loans to nee ~ 
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students, who loyalty 

to their country in order to qualify.~e need a real 

pr ogram. Stick to your principles and we wi ll get it. -
' .... . .............. t ¥ •· .,...'f~M"«~-""""~ ......... ~""""" 

You know, I have been fortunate enough to do a good bit of traveling 

n the last few years. As a result, I am acutely conscious of how the rest ~t{4( 

.~~ 
f the world looks at America and the things we do here. 

.JUIIOAll ...... 

America. 

I have often wondered why. 

Are we doubted by the peoples of the neutral nations because ye 

haven't hit the moon or because we cannot point with pride to the full 
< ,....,.___ 

extension of freedom to our Negro and other minority group citizens, North 
... % .... , ... ~ ..... ~~ 

democracy is the only sound economic, social and moral force, when we ignore 

the problems of our depressed ' reas, of our migrant farm workers, of our 

unemployed, of our aged? 
L-----~~~-~~~ 

What impression do we make when our leaders 
~ _,... ...... < 

of food and fiber when half the world goes to bed cold and hungry every night? 
~ "1'7.'t"- _.,..__ ~ 

} When we boast of color TV as our most noteworthy 
~ , accomplishment, what 

kind of values do we seem to have a~ people? 
>:;::5 T 
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~If discussions within the United Nations and elsewhere do eventtially 

~ead to steps toward disarmament, then this 1eduction in firepower must be 

accompanied by an increase in brainpower. \ 

We ought right now to be waging a war on illiteracy in the world. 

Let not America be remembered so much for developing the A-bomb 

as for launching a crusade against illiterac 

~Are the purposes enumerated in the preamble of our Constitution only 

cliches, or do we really believe in a more perfect Union, the establis~ent 
4 

__, :Jat ·• ot>az...._, 

of justice, domestic tranquility, common defense and promotion of the general 

welfare? 

A said there are two ingredients in the solution of our educational 

problems. The first is money -- the second is motivation. We have to match 

our dollars with desire. Motivation of our people to practice what they 

preach, to undemtand their responsibilities as well as their privileges and -
rights; to recognize the purposes of children of all -- -·----
the peop~e as the most important bulwark of our society. 

GJ ~~e have the material resources to lead the world in education. We 

must demonstrate that we have the motivation -- yes, the courage and the 1dll 

to do so. 

.. 
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0 019 4 4 
And so I believe the highest priority on our n1950 action list" is 

f~~~;;:,rJ-~ 
the devotion of more resources to the improvement of our schools and the well 

II 

being of our teachers.--. . ( 
~ We must do this if we are to win the next bat tle with Communism. We 

are in a race with a nation that is pulling itself up by its intellectual 

bootstraps faster than any other nation in history was ever able to do. We -
will not win the race for educational supremacy with halfwey measures or half-

.,.. ,., 

hearted leadership. 

~But if there were no next battle with Communism, it would still be 

essential that education receive the highest priority on our "19$0 action 
'llil .... 

list." We must act, not just because others force us to act, but because it ......... ------~~. ....._ ._ ... -. 

is the right and necessary thing for any democracy to do if it is to maintai 
'1: 

itself as a democracy. 

1e highest oal of any democracy is the pre-eminence of its 

educational system. We honor our democracy as we make our educational goals 

oome true. 

/ 
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You school teachers are a long suffer1Il81 patient lot . And this 

nation 1 fortunate that this i s eo. For ainee Sputnik,. there bas been a lot of 

e.nalyt:Jis, criticism and oeeond- gu:ess111i about American school• and teachers . 

Deopit e this, you have eaCh day welccmed into yoor classrooms -· into 

your hearts -- the cbild.e 1 f this land, w-ithout dinplayin bitterness toward 

those who r e harassing you . 

Aa a; parent of four, I thank you. I olr it must be difficult to find 

yourselves the target tor a neglectful nati on 1 s fru.strations . 

But I hope YQtl Will not sit by and accept tb.e role of scapegoat for 

the scientific successes of the Soviet govel'll!;lent . 

I urge you not to adopt the attitude that 11if we ignore the clamo-r it 

Will go away nd things Will work out . 11 

On the other hand, I urge you not to try to re- organi-ze the chool 

curriculum to f'it each 11EIUI'e cure,, proposed. 

Most disastrous of' a.ll, however, wou,ld be the result it large numbers 

of you were to leave the teaching prof'eesion, •• because of' broken hearts 
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XJle&d vtth you to stay 'With your chosen profession .... stay in your classrooms. 

There is m.o~ than hope on the horizon. 

Wbat we need is th ktnd of ful.l•time lea.dst~.ship that will face up to e.nd under• 

atand this. ADd we must insiat upon leaders who Will say: "Let 's do it today 

tarnorrcv. '' 

A Dation with the heritase of freedom, and a commttm.ent to the extension 

of that treedQDI. to ill humanity, cannot d'f'ord to be complacent about education. 

'l'he founders of 0\U! nation believed \dth Jefferson. that aQY nation which 

expects to remain ignorant a.nd free expect a 'What never was nor ever Will be. 

I knoW oo well tbat our educators have been ignored in their efforts to focus 

our l'18.tional leaders ' atte.ntion to the mOUJ1't;ing problems of financing ou.r aehool.s. 

We eannot expect teachers and school boards 'bo do better than they have, wbil 

we a.e~ them the neceesary resources. And appQinting corumittees to stud.y the 

problem is not the e.nswer. 

There are two basic ingredients needed to achieve excellence in American 
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education. Let us b$ blunt and acknowledge that the :ttrst of' these ia Honey. 

We cannot have excellence without excellent teachers, wU eqUipped Adequate 

classrooms, libraries, a:bomtor1ea and beel.tb facU1tiee e.vailable to every 

cllUd in ever,y school eaamt\tdty in this nation. 

Such a s1tua.tton does not exist •· and vUl not exist until large sums 

of money are d$voted to our schools . And vith the taxing power ot' states and 

localities limited, federal. aid ta essential. It is time to atop teying to talk 

ourselves out ot this d.ile!QIIa. We cannot continue on the one band to kid our• 

selves into thiDld.ng that there :t.s no problem, or on the other hand to fool 

ourselves that au. sC!hool comln'Wlities can eolve 'their problems locally. 

Sane of the most exasperating a.ttack.S on :.tea&ral financial support for 

education come fl'01'1l ~ps who charge tb&t UJld.er federal ~ts in aid, rich 

sta.tes like' ew York or New Jersey wiU be required to tiD&nee education 1n 

pool"E!!r states sueh as M:Lssi.ssippi or Nol"th Dakota_. \'bia argument u ba$ed on 

the f8.llacy tllat atates pay taxes to the Fedei'al. treasury. No state in this 

nation pays taxes to the Federal government. u.s . eitizens w:ho live in each 

of the fifty states pay Federal t-.xes at the S$Zll8 rate, on the same schedule, 

as the u.s. citizens 1n every other stat • 
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'l'he t et tbat the internal revent~.e service bas provided an office in 

. 
ea.cb state for tJie OQnvenience of the u.s. cit1z.ens in that state bas been 

distorted to imply tb&t the taxes collected at these various offices are 

tribute paid to the Federal goverrnent by the $tate. Obnousl)'" this is a 

ridiculous argument - but one that iS Widely used against Federal support 

for education. 

Thirty .. fi w states upay out" less than they recei, ve iu Federal taxes •• and 

Iowa is one ot these. 

The f'rnits of pro~r investtnents in education are reflected in all sorts 

ot ways. For example, did. l'OU. knOw tbat while over 9$ of all Iowa bo7s weJ?e 

able to pass the menttU and educational tests for the draft, about halt of the 

boys from Mississippi and Soath Carolina were u:able to pass tho" t ts't 

There is a reason for tbis. Iowa spend.& nearly twice as much per pupU 

on education as doea Mississipp.i, although Mississippi "s citizens contrtbute u..~ 

of their ~rsonal 1ncQme to state and local taxes as against towa•s 9·<»· And 

th avertl.ge nc•ll••• teaCher'& salaq in M:lssitJsippi is $1,000 lower 'than here 

in Iowa.. 
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jhe general case tor 1110re :rederal finances tor education, despite 

the few --but annoy1ng.l.y l~ud -- opponents, has been Widely ~cognized 

by the Allerican -peopl.e. The problem which nov ap-pears, however, is to 

dec14e what kind of Federal financial participation can best do the job. 

It is obvi.<Jus that a few begrudged millions is nat going to bring about 

the kind ot 11Jlprovement we must have. And despite tbe best intentions in 
:x; 

the wo-rld, such meager and stratified. programs as the atiop.al Defense 

Education Aet ot 1957 viU not be the answer. Indeed, I hope you educators 

will not be prompted to hall such easu:res as the answer to our educational 

problell8. 

I recognize tllat there are occasions when the national government 

must take emergep.cy action to attempt to correct a situation which short-

sighted nation&l. leadership has allowed to develop. ror this reason, moat 

of us voted tor the National Defense Education Act as a justified necessity. 

But to accept this emergency quarter•loat legislation as adequate discharge 

ot a national responsibility will not suffice. The problems of the schools 

and colleaea will not be sol. ved by hastily applyina a few dr1bbl1Jli dollars 

to oertc.n parts of the curriculua, nor by a :rev thousand loans to needy 
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students, who must submit to the indignity of s-uspicion: as to their loyalty 

to their country in order to quality. We need a real federal·aid•to.edueation 

prograa. Stick to your principles and we will get it. 

You know, ! have been fortunate eno'llgh to do a good bit of traveling 

in the lut few years. As a result, I am acutely conscious of how the rest 

of the world looks at .Alaer1oa rmd the things we do here. 

And the wotld is not altogether pleased with what it seems of America. 

I have often wondered why. 

Are we doubted by the peoples ot the neutral nations because we 

haven't hit the moon ... or 'because we cannot point vith pride to the full 

extension of freedom to our Negro and other minority group citizens, North 

and South? Are ve d1splqing to the uncOJDIId tted peCJples o t the world that 

deDJOcracy is the ~ sound economic, social and m.oral force, when we ignore 

the problema of our depressed areas, of our migrant farm workers, or our 

unemployed., of' our aged? 

What impression do we make when our leaders cry about over•produotion 

of f'ood and fiber when half the world goes to bed cold and hungry- every night? 

When we bout Of color TV as our most noteworthy accompl18bment, 'What 

kind of values do we seem to have a~ people? 
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If discussions within the United Nations and elsewhere do eventually 

lead to steps toward disarmament, then this ~uction in firepower must be 

accompanied by an increase in brainpower. / 

We ought right now to be waging a war on illiteracy in the world~ 

Let not America be remembered so much for developing the A•bomb imd H•bomb 

as for launching a crusade against illiteracy. 

Are the purposes enumerated in the preamble of our Constitution onlY 

cliches, or do we really believe in a 1110re perfect Union, the establishment 

of justice 1 domeetic tranquil1 ty, common defense 8.nd promotion of the general 

welfare? 

I said there are two ingredients in the solution of our educational 

problems. The first is money -- the second is motivation. We have to match 

our dollars With desire. lobtivation of our people to practice what they 

preach, to unde mtand their responsibilities as well as thefr privileges and 

rights; to recognize the purposes of education of all the children ot all 

the peopl~ as the most important bulwark of our society. 

"'fe have tbe material resources to leed the world in education. We 

JIIU&t demonstrate that we have the motivation .... yes, the courage and the will -· 

to do so. 
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