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HUMPHREY TELLS TEACHERS FEDERAL AID IS COMING

Des Moines, Iowa - November 5 -- "Stay in your classrooms; help is on the way,"
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey tonight told the nation's teachers in a speech to
the Iowa State Education Association convention.

Protesting ageinst official complacency about the country's lack of
necessary educational funds, the Minnesota Senator stated: '"Federal aid to
education is inevitable. You know this and I know this. We must insist upon a
national leadership that will do it today instead of saying 'Let's worry about
it tomorrow.'"

In the meantime, "it would be disastrous...if large numbers of yo. w@.re
to leave the teaching profession because of broken hearts anil tired spirits, %o
say nothing of crowded clessrooms and low salaries.”

The Senator said that if discussions within the U.N. and elsewhave
eventually lead to steps toward disarmament, "then this reduction in firssower
must be accompanied by an increase in brainpower." Moreover, he said, 'we ought
to be waging a war on illiteracy in the world. Let not America be remembered
so much for developing the A-bomb and H-bomb as for launching a crusade against
illiteracy."

Senator Humphrey cited the National Defense Education Act, with its
emphasis on scientific education, as a temporary, necessary measure. '"But," he
said, "to accept this emergency, quarter-loaf legislation as adequate discharge
of a national responsibility just will not do."

"The problems of the schools and colleges will not be solved by hastily
applying a few dribbling dollars to certain parts of the curriculum. Nor will
they be solved by a few thousand loans to needy students who must first submit
to the indignity of suspicion as to their loyalty to their country in order to
qualify."

Senator Humphrey stated two basic ingredients necessary to achieve
excellence in American education: Money and Motivation. '"We've got to match
dollars with desire,"” he said. "We cannot have excellence without excellent
teachers, well-equipped adequate classrooms, libraries, laboratories and health

facilities available to every child in every school community in this nation.

"Such a situation does not exist -~ and will not exist until large sums
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of money are devoted to our schools. And with the taxing power of states and
localities limited, federal aid is essential."

The Senator cited the fallacy in the thinking of those who attack
federal aid to education on the ground that "the large, rich states will be
paying for the small, poor states." He said:

"No state in this nation pays taxes to the federal government. U.S.
citizens who live in each of the fifty states pay federal taxes at the same rate,
on the same schedule, as the U.S. citizens in every state.

"We have the material resources to lead the world in educatior," Senator
Humphrey stated. '"We must demonstrate that we have the cowrage and the will
to do so.

"The highest priority on our '1960 action list' is the devotion of more
resources to the improvement of our schools and the well-being of our teachers.

"We must do this if we are to win the next battle with Communism. We
are in a race with a nation that is pulling itself up by its intellectual
bootstraps faster than any other nation in history was ever able to do. We will
not win the race for educational supremacy with halfway measures or half-hearted

leadership.”
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You school teachers are & long suffering, patient . And this

nation is fortunate that this is so. For since Sputnik, there has been a lot of
—

analysis, critic1sm and second-guessing about American schools and teachers.

—

Despite this, you have each day welcomed into your classrooms -- into
your hearts -- the children of this land, without displaying bitterness toward
: ¢ . >
those who are %-M‘?ﬁ*"“ﬁ ) {w-&d-kmta 'Wj{‘d’” 7@"

As a parent of four, I thank you. I know it must be difficult to find
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yourselves the target for a neglectful nation's frnstrations.
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But I hope you will not sit by and accept the role of scapegoat for

the scientific successes of the Soviet govermment.

I urge you not to adopt the attitude that "if we ignore the clamor it

will go away and things will work out."

On the other hand, I urge you not to try to re-organize the school
e A
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curriculum to fit each "sure curelfproposed.
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Most disastrouﬁﬁof all, however, would be the meewit if large numbers

of you were to leave the teaching profession, -- because of broken hearts
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and tired spirits, to say nothing of crowded classrooms and X salaries. I
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plead with you to stay with your chosen profession -- stay in your classrooms.
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4 Federal aid to education is :I.nevita.ble".. You know this and I know this.

What we need is the kind of full-time leadership that will face up to and under-

There is more than hope on the horizon.,

P
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stand this. And we must insist upon leaders who will say: "Let's do it today
W ﬁ

and breathe easier about tomorrow," instead of saying "I'll think about that
RS- i

tomorrow. "

A A nation with the heritage of freedom, and a commitment to the extension

g

of that freedom to all humanity, cannot afford to be complacent about education.

-

The founders of our nation believed with Jefferson that %

4 I know too well that our educators have beeﬁ ignored in their efforts to focus

/
.ﬂﬂhﬂ%' attention 4@ the mounting problems of financing our schools.

We cannot expect teachers and school boards to do better thammbies-=hase, while
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we deny them the necessary resources. /And appointing committees to study the

problem is not the answer. ! ‘
‘\ = —

There are two basic ingredients needed to achieve excellence in American L./
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We cannot have

. without Machers, well equipped quate
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classrooms, libraries, laboratories and health facilities available to every
M,tﬁ;&w‘-@? J i

child in every school community in this nation. ﬂm-.wéh&*#”‘m-{ |
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Such a situation does not exist -- and will not 'ﬁﬂ‘?t‘“m/il

of money are devoted to our schools. And with the taxing power of states and

localities limited, federal aid is essential. It is time to stop trying to talk
—

ourselves out of this dilemma. We cannot continue on the one hand to kid our-

g——

selves into thinking that there is no problem, or on the other hand to fool

——

ourselves that all school communities can solv% their problems locally.

j (5
< Some of the most Eamspera.ting attacks on federal financial support for
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education come from groups who m‘c under federal grants in aid,&ﬂrich
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states like New York or New Jersey will be required to finance education in
e A et

Sre——

poorer states such as Mississippi or m This argument is based on S ; ;

( i o B
the fallacy that states pay taxes to the Federal treasury. No state in this

nation pays taxes to the Federal govermment. U.S. citizens who live in each i

of the fifty states pay Federal taxes at the same rate, on the same schedule, 7

as the U.S. citizens in every other state.
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The fact that the internal revenue service has provided gar officelin

each state for the convenience of the U.S. citizens in that state has been

distorted to imply that the taxes collected at these various offices are

tribute paid to the Federal govermment by the state. Obviously this is a
Sm—

ridiculous argument -- but one that is widely used against Federal support

A — T H e T

for education.

But even if you wanted to accept this argument, it is weak reason.

Thirty-five states "pay out" less than they receive in Federal %
e ———
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The fruits of proper investments in education are reflected in all sorts
S e

of ways. For example, did you know that while over 96% of all Iowa boys were

able to pass the mental and educational tests for the draft, about half of the
boys from Mississippi and South Carolina were unable to pass those tests?

There is a reason for this. Iowa spends nearly twice as much per pupil

- i

on education as does Mississippi, although Mississippi's citizens contribute 11.2%

WSt

of their personal income to state and local taxes as against Iowa's 9.9%. And

the average kmaxhmxx teacher's salary in Mississippi is $1,000 lower than here

in Iowsa.
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The general case for more Federal finances for educat{ggz despite

o

the few -- but annoyingly loud ~-- opponents, has been widely recognized

e R Y

by the American people. The problem which now appears, however, is to

decide what kind of Federal financisl participation can best do the job.

_—
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It is obvious that a few begrudged millions is not going to bring about
oy o

the kind of improvement we must have. And despite the bea1i4 ntentions jeke
X

”, such meager and st_r_'ffiﬁed programs as the National Defense
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Education Act of 1957 will not be the answer. Indeed, I hope you educators

é

will not be prompted to hail such measures as the answer to our educational
i
problems.

‘<:TI recognize that there are occasions when the national government

must take emergency action to attempt to correct a situation which short-

sighted netional leadership has allowed to develop. For this reason, most

of us votéd for the National Defense Education Act as a Jjustified necessity.

4
But to accept this emergency”quartgr-loaf legislation as adequate discharge

of a national responsibility will not suffice. The problems of the schools

and colleges will not be solved by hastily epplying a few dribbling dollers

to certain parts of the curriewlum, nor by a few thousard loans to nee’r
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students, who mumSk=g *,““ "”'_ . . - B Sk f p their loyalty

to their country in order to qualify. ée need a real federal-gid-to-education

S0 L g
program. Stick to your principles and we will get it. - L"’&u"ﬁv J:W : { ;
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in the last few years. As a result, I am acutely conscious of how the rest

pf the world looks at America and the things we do here. E ﬂ

And the world is not altogether pleased with what it ﬂof America.

I have often wondered why.

Are we doubted by the peoples of the neutral nations because we

haven't hit the moon -- or because we cannot point with pride to the full

extension of freedom to our Negro and other minority group citizens, North

VRN, i -

and South? Are we displaying to the uncommitted peoples of the world tha.'b

i i e W N pmsar—— e T —

democracy is the only sound economic, social and moral force, when we ignore

PRt i S ST

the problems of our depressed areas, of our migrant farm workers, of our

unemployed, of our aged?

Tt
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Whet impression do we maske when our leaders W bout over-production

R e e e Ly TR
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of food a.nd :Eibe_t' when ha.'l.f the world goes to bed. cold a.nd hungry every night?

PR T T T P i T=e

ZWhen we boast of color TV as our most noteworthy accomplishment, what
—“

kind of values do we seem to have people?

->
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G le discussions within the United lations and elsewhere do eventually

—

lead to steps toward disarmament » then this reduction in firepower must be

accompanied by an increase in rinr.

g

We ought right now to be waging a war on illiteracy in the world. L ﬁ_\
= " — % r

Let not America be remembered so much for developing the A-bomb and H-bomb mu—
as for launching a crusade against illiteracy.—

Are the purposes enumerated in the preamble of our Constitution only

e e e iy,

| cliches, or do we really believe in a more perfect Union, the establishment
|

of justice, domestic tranquility, common defense and promotion of the general

welfare?

f.‘ I said there are two ingredients in the solution of our educational
problems., The first is money -- the second is motivation. We have to match
our dellars with desire. Motivation of our people to practice what they

At e e

preach, to unde mstand their responsibilities as well as their privileges and

— e b e wn
rights; to recognize the purposes of e@uggtioM the children of all

——
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o A

the people as the most important bulwark of our society.

Pt ot
/\We have the materiasl resources to lead the world in education. We
—— Tt oy

| 0 must demonstrate that we have the motivation -~ yes, the courage and the will --

T —

to do so.



Iowa State

Teachers Convention page 8
% £
001944
\ And so T believe the highes¥ priority on our "1960 sction list" is
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the devotion of mreﬂ resources to the improvement of our schools snd the well

: = [ Gt
being of our teachers.— W‘@M\ @wﬁQp R
- |

<We must do this if we are to win the next battle with Communism. We

are in a race with a nation that is pulling itself up by its intellectual
e et

bootstraps faster than any other nation in history was ever asble to do. We
- ; ;

will not win the race for educational supremacy with halfway measures or half-

b

hearted leasdership.
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But if there were no next battle with Communism, it would still be
e———

essential that education receive the highest priority on our "1960 action
e s A S A b g
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%,

list." We must act, not just because others force us to act, but because it )

P it
IS A o
is the right and necessary thing for any democracy to do if it is to maintai<
¥ QUp—— e z e e s " G

itself as a democracy.

N

4m highest of any democracy is the pre-eminence of its

educational system.; We honor our democracy as we make our educational goals

come true.
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You school teachers are & long suffering, patient lot. And this
nstion is fortunste that this is eo. PFor since Sputnik, there has been a lot of
analysis, criticism and seconde-guessing about American schools and teachers.

Despite this, you have each day welcomed into your classrooms -- into
your hearts -- the children of this land, without displaying bitterness toward
those who are harassing you.

As a parent of four, I thank you. I know it must be difficult to find
yourselves the target for a neglectful nmation's frustrations.

But I hope you will not sit by and aceept the role of scapegoat for
the scientific successes of the Soviet govermment,

T urge you not to adopt the attitude that "if we ignore the clamor it
will go away and things will work out."

On the other hand, I urge you not to try to reeorganize the school
curriculum to fit each "sure cure” proposed.

Most disastrous of all, however, would be the result if large numbers

of you were to leave the teaching profession, == because of broken hearts
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and tired spirits, to say nothing of crowded classrooms and low salaries. I
plead with you to stay with your chosen profession -- stey in your classrooms.
There is more than hope on the horizon.

Federal aid to education is inevitable. You know this and I know this.
What we need 1s the kind of full-time leadership that will face up to and undere
stand this. And we must insist upon leaders who will say: "lLet's do it todsy
and breathe easier about tomorrow," instead of saying "I'll think about that
tomorrow, "

A nation with the heritsge of freedom, and a commitment to the extension
of that freedom to sll humanity, cannot afford to be complacent about education.

The founders of our nation believed with Jefferson that any nation which
expects to remaln ignorant and free expects what never was nor ever will be.
I know too well that our educators have been ignored in their efforts to focus
our national leaders' attention to the mounting problems of financing our schools.
We cannot expect teachers and school boards to do better than they have, while
we deny them the necessary resources. And appointing committees to study the
problem is not the answer.

There are two basic ingredients needed to achieve excellence in American
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education. Let us be blunt and acknowledge that the first of these is Money.
We cannot have excellence without excellent teachers, well equipped adequate
classrocms, libraries, laboratories and health facilities available to every
child in every school community in this nation.

Such a situation does not exist -~ and will not exist until large sums
of money are devoted to our schools. And with the taxing power of states and
localities limited, federal aid is essential. It is time to stop trying to talk
ourselves out of this dilemma. We cannot continue on the one hand to kid ours
selves into thinking that there is no problem, or on the other hand to fool
curselves that all school communities can solve their problems locally.

Some of the most exasperating attacks on federal financial support for
education come from groups who charge that under federal grants in aid, rich
states like New York or liew Jersey will be required to finance education in
poorer states such as Mississippi or North Dakota. This argument is based on
the fallacy that states pay taxes to the Federal treasury. No state in this
natlon pays taxes to the Federal govermment. U.B., citizens who live in each
of the fifty states pay Federal taxes at the same rate, on the same schedule,

as the U.8. citizens in every other state.
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The fact that the internal revenue service has provided an office in
each state for the convenience of the U.S. citizens in that state has been
distorted to imply that the taxes collected at these various offices are
tribute pald to the Federal govermment by the state. Obviously this is a
ridiculous argument -- but one that is widely used against Federal support
for education.

But even if you wanted to accept this argument, it is weak reason.
Thirty-five states “pay out" less than they receive in Federal taxes -- and
Iowa is one of these.

The fruits of proper investments in education are reflected in all sorts
of ways. For example, did you know that while over 96% of all Iowa boys were
mumsmmmmummmmm,mwwm
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There 15 a reason for this. Iowa spends nearly twice as much per pupll
on education as does Mississippi, although Mississippi's citizens contribute 11.2%
ortheumnummtomummmmuwrm'-g.ﬂ. And
the average ERXRRRIE teacher's salary in Missiesippi is $1,000 lower than here

in Iowa.
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$he general case for more Federal finances for education, despite
the few -~ but annoyingly loud -- opponents, has been widely recognized
by the American people. The problem which now appears, however, is to
decifle vhat kind of Federal financial participation can best do the job.

It is obvious that ;twaﬁmm is not going to bring about
the kind of improvement we must have, And despite the best intentions in

X
the world, such meager and stratified programs as the National Defense
Education Act of 1957 will not be the answer. Indeed, I hope you educators
will not be prompted to hail such measures as the answer to our educational
problems.,

I recognize that there are occasions when the national government
must take emergency action to attempt to correct a situation which short-
sighted national leadership has allowed to develop. For this reason, most
of us votéd for the National Defense Education Act as a Justified necessity.
But to accept this emergency quarter-loaf legislation as adequate discharge
of a national responsibility will not suffice. The problems of the schools
and colleges will not be solved by hastily applying a few dribbling dollars

to certein parts of the curriculum, nor by a few thousand loans to needy
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students, who must submit to the indignity of suspicion as to their loyalty
to their country in order to qualify. We need a real federal-ald-to-education
program. Stick to your principles and we will get it.

You know, I have been fortunate enough to do a good bit of traveling
in the last few years. As a result, I am acutely conscious of how the rest
of the world looks at America and the things we do here.

And the wokld is not altogether pleased with what it seems of America.
I have often wondered why.

Are we doubted by the peoples of the neutral nations because we
haven't hit the moon -- or because we cannot point with pride to the full
extension of freedom to our Negro and other minority group citizens, North
and South? Are we displaying to the uncommitted peoples of the world that
democracy is the only sound economic, socisl and moral force, when we ignore
the problems of our depressed areas, of our migrant farm workers, of our
unemployed, of our aged?

What impression do we make when owr leaders cry about over-production
of food and fiber when half the world goes to bed cold and hungry every night?

When we boast of color TV as our most noteworthy accomplishment, what

nndMMMsuuammhnn+m7
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If discussions within the United Nations and elsewhere do eventually
Jead to steps toward disarmament, then this reduction in firepower must be
accompanied by an increase in brainpower.

We ought right now to be waging a wer on illiteracy in the world.
Iet not America be remembered so much for developing the A<bomb and H<~bomb
as for launching a crusade against illiteracy.

Are the purposes enumerated in the preamble of our Constitution only
cliches, or do we really believe in a more perfect Union, the establishment
of justice, domestic tranquility, common defense and promotion of the general
wvelfare?

I said there are two ingredients in the solution of our educational
problems. The first is money -- the second is motivation. We have to match
our dollars with desire. Motivation of our people to practice what they
preach, to unde rstend their responsibilities as well as their privileges and
rights; to recognize the purposes of education of all the children of all
the peopls as the most important bulwark of our society.

Ve bave the material resources to lead the world in education. We
must demonstrate that we have the motivation -- yes, the courage and the will --

to do so.
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