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This occasion has special poignancy for me since, as some ~f you may kn~w, I 

grew up in a pharmacy -- my-.father' s. For many years I worker\ as a pharmacist. 

And so, to speak at a a dinner devoted to the cause of raising funis t~ _ establish 

a ~ckool ef _pharrna<ly in Iara.el no'l onlv- giv5e ID'\ en.'Hl".i~HUI pleEuure; it also evoke~ st many 

memories ~f ea rlier years -- the sights and sounds and smells of a pharma~y, s~ familia~ 

to many of y~u here. 

And so I feel quite at home among y ou -- but' not only becau~e the tbject of this 

dinner is the starting of a school of pharmacy. I feel at home bec au~e t~ me an o~casi•• 

of this sort represents America at her be s t. For there are few things more •haracteristi• 

of America at her best than a congrega tion of private citizens who wish t~ open their 

hearts -- ani\ their pocketbooks -- to help meet the needs nf their fellow men. 

I have' always thought it paradoxica l, as well as tragic, that America has been 

s~ genen:ms with its governmental aid to other nations since the war, but that Americans 

have been trive~ in some curious way to insist tha t it is self-interest rather tha• 

eempassion or generosity that prompts us to g r ant billions of tollars to eur frienr\ s abroa~ .• 

The basis of our foreign policy must include the positive philoe~phy r-f helping 

people. We have been aiming our policies a t thwarting communism. This we :<\USt do, but we 

must also expand our thinking. Today we even go Sf" far as te justify much 

of our economic aid \illder the title of 11 defense support. 11 Should we be as hamet te admit 
\ 

we want to help anotper country build its 8 conomy simply so they can enjey a better life? 

It is sad b~t true that only in pn vate efforts such as that which engagee ue 

tonight that we seem 1 able to admit to the best of human impulses and to take the proper i 

pritil.e in them. 

And so I want to pay tribute to all of you here, who come here and give here out 

of the generosity pf your hearts, not ou~ of apy self-interest. Would that Amerit~a •ould 
I I 

a lways express her generosity with the same opennes you display here tonight. 
I 

It ie parti,cular).y expressive of both America and of Israe l that we shoull\ be here 

striving to create an educational institution -- an instrument of l ea rning and of science 

dedicated in this case ~o the fight against disease. It is in the highest tradition of 

both our nations to train and educate people, to endow them wi t h skills t"l be us ell in the 
I 

inte rest of the community. lJ'fe both recogn[ize that our basic r e s ources, our most va luable 
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ones, are our human resources -- our people, their skills, their knowledge , and their 

ideals. 

To me, one of the many evidences of the stature and the wisdom of the leaders 

of Israel has been their de t e rmination to devote a substantial part of their limited 

resources to the expansion of opportunities f,or education, and for technical, scientific 

and professional training. Confronted with the almost desperate need to provide food and 

ahe lter, for the tremendous flood of immigrants and refugees; with the need to build 

factories e.nd start farms , they are finding answe rs •. 

In the face of these tremendous demands on her all-too-limited resources, Israe l 

·still devoted great creative energi es and financial resourc e s to the development of 

the Hebrew University , the Technion, the We izmann Institute, seconda ry schoo ls throughout 

the country and elementary schools in eve r y locality. 

It is a remarkable achievement that in the t en years since 1949 t he number of 

students in priwAry schools rAs increa sed from less than 100,000 to more than 300,000e 

The numbe r of young people in secondary schools has increased to approximately 35,000 . 

T ~e Hebrew University, barred from the use of its fine facilities on Mount Scopus, di d 

n ot sit by bewailing its fate but went on operating in makeshift quarters scattered 

throughout the city until it could create a new campus and a splendid new set of buildings 

and facilities. The Technion, bursting its seams at its original site, has also created 

new buildings and new facilities on a magnific ent site above Haifa Bay. 

Even this is not enough. No one is more acutely aware , I found, than the I srael 

Government itself that only a beginning has been made and that there are still today 

se~ious deficiencies in education in Israel. Israe l has been very fortunate in tha t 

s o many of he r people brought with them the ir prof e ssional and scientific training , 

th0 ir work s· ~ lls and their education, They acquired trem e lsewhe re, But in this 

generation Israe l, itself, must provide the training if the existing l evel of education 

and skill is to be maintained and enhanced -- as it must be. 

We have all hea rd with admirati on tha t Israe l has more doctors pe r pe rson than 

even the United States. Yet a large number of them are old and near retirement. A simil ' r 

situation exists in other professions and scie nces. 

In many of these, I unde rs t and from my f r iends in Israe l, the number of graduates 

of Isra e l i nstitutions is at present too small to replace the se olde r people -- simply 

becaus e t he educ ational facilitie s do not yet exist. 

It is partly, too, the need for scholarship aid for the many young people who 

simply cannot afford to a ttend schools, a naed which the government of Israel can only 

pa~t ia lly meet , 

Tht).fl, in Israe l today, much t a l ent is being lost or was ted. For a country such as 

(more ) 
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Israel, not as richly endowed as others in physical and natural resources, the waste of 

human resources is an especially severe hardship . Israel, like Switzerland , which also 

lacks natural resources, must depend to a large extent on the fullest deve lopment of 

the skills, knowledge and abilities of its people. 

And Israe l must sustain its progress -- in science, i n education, in deve lopment 

of all its resources -- to build strong in the Mideast . By dynamic progress it encourag3s 

the necessary competition from all around it to grow in a healthy and strength-giving 

a tmo sphere. 

The generosity of individua l s and organizations in P~e rica has already done muc h 

· to help Israel. All of us fortunate enough to have v isiter\ Israe l have b~en electri: .' ie ~: "by 

wr.at we have seen . 

Thus we here tonight can be assured that if we respond generously to this appea l 

for aid to start a School of Pharmacy at tre Hebrew University, the school will quickly 

come into being, and it will be a good one. 

Our gove rnment has also aided Israel, and the administrators of our governrr.ent 

aid program have t estifie d th.at nowhere has more effective us e been made of our aid than 

in Israel. 

Now in many countries, our government devotes substantial sums to help develop 

the natural re sourc es . But we have neve r been disposed to step in and help in the 

development of human resources by helping a country develop its educational system. 

Why shouldn't we do this espec i a lly in countries such as Israe lJ where human 

resources are so important? 

I believe tha t we should, and I want to suggest to you a specific way by whir-h 

we can. 

We are making available to many na tions abroad surplus farm commodities. When 

these commodities a r e sold, supplies of local currencies are built up. 

In many countrie s today, those local currencies a re not be ing used. Why not put; 

them to use in bui l ding schools and furnishing scholarships? 

Such a program is provided in the 11 Food for Peace" Act which I and a numbe r of my 

colleague s introduced in Congress last year . Under that bill, the Pres:ident would be auth­

orized to set up bi-nationa l foundat ions to promote education and r esearch in the countr ie s 

that rec e ive our surplus food aid, 

To my mind, this is the best possible use to which we could put our agricultural 

abundance. Not only will it free t!E bodi es of men from the bonds of hunger; it also v; i l J 

free the minds of men from the bonds of ignoranc e that spring from a simple inability to 

build schools and provide e duc ation. 

Thus, food can contribute not only to peace , but to progre ss. It can unharness 

that prec ious God- given gift of man -- the power to think, to reason, to shape his destin.y, 

.So I r e- aff irm t hat we must continue to build institutions of social and econ 01:1ic 

pro gr e ss throughout Israe l and encourage growth throughout the Middle East . This me an s a 

fo rwa rd- rr oving I s r o.e l, £L forwru·d-illov ing Middle East, a nd a forward-moving worldo 
=#=#=#=#= 
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for me, since, as some 

of you may know, I grew up in a pharmacy -- my father's. For many 

years I worked as a pharmactst. 

And so, to speak at a dinner devoted to the cause 

funds to establish a school of pharmacy in Israel not only gives me 

enormous pleasure; it also evokes so many memories of earlier years 

the sights and sounds_and .smells so familiar to many 

of you here. 

feel at home because to me an occasion of this sort represents America 

~ at her best. 

~ 
For there are few things more characteristic of America 

,~~at her best than a congregation of private citizens who wish to open 

~ their hearts -- and their pocketbooks -- to help meet the needs of their 

fellow men. 

~ I have always thought it paradoxical, as well as tragic , that 
~ 
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America has been so generous with its govern~n~aq ~ii 1o other nations 

since the war, but that Americans have been driven in some curious way 

to insist that it is~f-interest rather than compassion or generosity~--~ 
that prompts us to grant billions of dollars to our friends abroad. 

~The basis of our foreign polic st include the positive 

philosophy of helping people. We have been aiming our policies at 

thwarting communism. This we must do, but we must also expand our 

thinking. Today we even go so far as to justify much of our economic 
~ 

aid under the title of "defense support " . Should we be ashamed to 

admit we want to help another country build its economy simply so they 

can enjoy a better life? 

~It lf '( 
is sad but true that only in private efforts such as that 
~ '· 

which engages us tonight that we seem able to admit to the best of 

human impulses and to take the proper pride in them. 

and give hearts, 

openness 
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It is particularly expressive of both America and of Israel that 

we should be here striving to create an educational institution -- an 

instrument of learning and of science dedicated in this case to the 

fight against disease. It is in the highest tradition of both our 

nations to train and educate people, to endow theim with skills to be 

used in the interest of the community. We both recognize that our basic 

resources, our most valuable ones, are our human resources -- our people, 

their skills, their knowledge, and their ideals. 

~o me, one of the many evidences of the stature and the wisdom 

of the leaders of Israel has been their determination to devote a 

\ lf 

substantial part of their \ limited resources to the expansion of 

opportunities for education, and for technical, scientific and professional 

~· Confronted with the almost desperate need to provide food 

and shelter, for the tremendous flood of immigrants and refugees; with 

the need to build factories and start farms, they are finding answers. 

the face of these tremendous demands on her all-too-limited 
~----~~----------------

resources, Israel still devoted great creative energies and financial 
...-

resources to the development of the Hebrew University, the Technion, - -
more ... 
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the Weizmann Institute, secondary schools throughout the country 

...: 

elementary schools in every locality. , _ --­
~It is a remarkable achievement that in the ten years since 1949 

the number of students in primary schools has increased from less than 

100,000 to more than 300 ,000. The ntlmber of young people in secondary 

schools has increased to approximately 35,000. The Hebrew University, 

barred from the use of its fine facilities on Mount Scopus, did not sit 

by bewailing its fate but went on operating in makeshift quarters 

scattered throughout the city until it could create a new campus and a 

splendid new set of buildings and facilities. The Technion, bursting its 

seams at its original sit~, has also created new buildings and new ............. 

facilities on a magnificent site above Haifa Bay. 

~Even this is not enough . No one is more acutely aware, I found, 

~srael itself that only a beginning has been made 

and that t here are still today serious deficiencies in education in 

Israel. Israel has been very fortunate in that so many of her people 

brought with them their professional and scientific training, their work 

skills and their education. They acquired them elsewhere. But in this 

c more ... 
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generation Israel, itself, must provide the training if the existing 

level of education and skill is to be maintained and enhanced -- as it 

must be. \ 
\ 

We have all heard with admiration that Israel has more doctors 

per person than even the United States. Yet a large number of them are 

old and near retirement. A similar situation exists in other professions 

and sciences. 

-====---­
~In many of these, I understand from my friends in Israel, the 

number of graduates of Israel mnstitutions is at present too small to 

replace these older people -- ~~ilities 
do not yet exist. 

is partly, too, the need for scholarship aid for ~the many 
--==- ) 7 

young people who simply cannot afford to attend schools , a need which 

the government of Israel can only partially meet. 

~Thus, in Israel today, much talent is being lost or wasted. 

For a country such as Israel, not as richly endowed as others in physical 

and natural resources, the wast of humane~ resources is an especially 

more ... 
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severe hardship. Israel, like Switzerland wltlol , " lacks natural 

-~ 

resources, must depend to a large extent on the fullest development of 

the skills, knowledge and abilities of its people. CB~ 
And Israel must sustain its progress -- in science, in education, --

, i~pme:t of all its resources -- to build strong in the Mideast. 

By dynamic progress it enaourages the necessary competition from all 

around it to grow in a healthy and strength-giving atmosphere. I ~ 
I. I 

~The generosity of<lndividuals and ~rganizations in America has 

already done much to help Israel. All of us fortunate enough to have 

visited Israel have been electrified by what we have seen. 

e here tonight can be assured that if we respond generously 
~ 

to this appeal for aid to start a School of Pharmacy at the Hebrew 

good one. 

~ 
~Our government 

1 
has also aided Israel, and the administrators 

~ 

of our government aid program have testified that nowhere has more 

effective use been made aim of our aid than in Israel. 

more ... 
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k in ma_ n_y_ c_o_u_n_t_r_i_e_s_, our governmm~ 2e~oPe~ ~ubstantial sums 

-~lL)~-~~ 
natural resources;? But we have never been disposed 

~-----------------------------

to help develop the 

to step in and help in the development of human resources -- by helpi~g 

a country develop its educational system. 

Why shouldn't we do this -- especially in countries such as 
--

Israel, where human resources are so important? 

-- --- - --

~believe that we should, and I want to suggest to you a 

specific way by which we can. 

~We are making available to many nations abroad surplus farm 
:::s ~ 

commodities. When these commodities are sold, supplies of local 

currencies are builti up. 

~ many countries so~, those local currencies are not 

being used. Why not put them to use in building schools and furnishing 
~ ,_ 

' Y\ 

scholarships? 

~uch a program is provided in the "Food for Peace" Act which I 

and a number of my colleagues introduced in Congress last year. Under 

more ... 
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that bill, the President would be authorized to set up bi-national 

.-.-------------------------------------
foundations to promote education and research in the countries that 

receive our surplus food aid. 

~ my mind, this is the best possible use to which we could 

put our agricultural abundance. Not only will it free the bodies of ---, 
c:::::::= -= 

men from the bonds of hunger; it will also free the minds of men from 

- -----
the bonds of ignorance that spring from a simple inability to build 

schools and provide education. 

'----

~Thus, food can contribute not only to peace, but to progress. 

It can unharness that precious God- given gift of man ; -- the power to 

think, to reason, and to shape his own destiny. 

~d so, in conclusion, may I re-affirm that we must cont· 

to build institutions of social and economic progress throughout Israel -----
and encourage growth throughout the Middle East. This means a 

~ forward-moving Israel, a forward-moving Middle East, and a forward-
----- --

moving world. 
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