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HUMPHREY CALLS FOR ELECTED GOVERNOR, CDNGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION FOR VIRGIN ISLANDS 

CHRISTIANSTED, St. Croix, Virgin Islands, Dec. l 11 America needs to clearly 

identify itself with People, Pro gress and Peace -- this is the challenge and oppor-

tunity before us, 11 Senato r Eubert H. Humphrey told a Democratic Party rally here 

Tt~e sday night. 

11 Democracy is being challenged all ove r the world. Our task is to continu-· 
ously expand a nd invigora te our own processe s of government and to make this grea t 
nati on of ours a democra tic showpiec e for the uncommitted areas of the world. 

'
1 1::-J. th is , tl::e seco nd ha lf of the 20th century, power is best defined by the 

words People a nd P r ogress . The balance of power for e ither democracy or communism 
lie s in-- the great popu l a tion centers of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The people 
of the::.:e va st a re as demand progress -- economic and social progress. We dal·:-:- not 
f a il - ou:c very freedom and surviva l require a victory for democratic values. 

11V1"e can be proud of our progress in recent years. Deeds are more impre ss L re 
than wopds e 

ncons i de r, for example, the former territories of Alaska and Hawaii. Their 
admission to statehood, accomplished by the two most recent Democratic Congresses, 
ha s c.enons trated to the world that the American people mean to provide the full 
measu:ce of democracy f or all a reas under the American flag. 

nThe time ha s come to take other steps toward a fuller democracy . Tonight I 
want to l end my support to two important proposals that have been made for bringing 
more democracy to the Virgin Islands. 

nFirst, it is high time that the residents of these Islands elect their own 
Governor. It is a lmost inconceivable that a population of approximately 30,000 
people , with a lmost 100% literacy, about 75% participation in elections, shouhl be 
deprive d of the right of electing the ir own Governor -- a right enjoyed, and wisely 
exerc ised, by your neighbors, the people of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

nsecond, i:~:: i s equm ly high time that the people oft he Virgin Islands be 
repre sented in the Unit ed States Congress. The extension to the Virgin Islands of 
Congressio na l representation on the s ame basis as the former territories of Alaska 
nnd Hawai i) an d now the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, would not only provide the 
l olands with a voice able to spe ak out for your basic interests, but WDuld r eaffi rm 
our dete r mination that no people under the American flag shall lack for fair con-­
sideration in our n ational councils. 

ni recognize that the Virgin Islands are not getting much help towards an 
electe -1 Governor and Congressional r e presentation from the Republican Department J . 

t he Inter~. or i n Wa shington. Those fell ows running the Interior Department think 
t he wo r d.s "' tc.tus quo we r e written in capital letters into the Constitution of the 

' i+. ed States ba ck in 1787. And unfortunately those words - status quo - repres ent 
the · '.c philosophy of the Republican Administration in more ways than merely i ts 
handling of territorial rna tte r s • 

nThere is only one way t o deal with this 1 no go, go slow, veto' Republican 
Administration and that's to get out and do the work ne cessary to elect a Democrat; 
President and a Democ ratic Congress next Novembe r. Then we can get back on the ro l:'. ·:~ 

+-. o progress and an expanding; de mocracy." 
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~St.Croix, Virgin I s~cands · / ~-..... ...,_,-------

to -Ci;.;.tiy idectify itself wit?op~e, Progress !L •d ~---
this is the challenge and opportu ity before us," ~~~~ 
" "Democracy is being challenged all over the world. Our task is to contir uously 
~ 

expand and invigorate our own processes of government and to make this great nation of 

ours a democratic showpiece for the uncommitted areas of the world . 

'Ir this, the second half of the 20th century, power is best defined by the 

words People and Progress. The balance of power for either democracy or communism 

lies i n the great population centers of Asia, Africa, and Latin America . The people 

of these vast areas demand progress -- economic and social progress . We dare not 

~·'----~=---==-~~-------~ 
fail - our very freedom and survival require a victory for democratic values . 

has demonstrated to the world that the American people mean to provide the full 

measure of democracy for all areas under the American flag . 
------------ --

"The time has come to take other steps toward a fuller democracy. Tonight I 

ar.t to lend my support to two important proposals that have been made for bringing 
..L ~ < c:: ----~----_./ 
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'~Jr~, it is high time that the residents of these Islands elect their own 
~ 

It is almost inconceivable that a population of approximately 30,000 people, 

with almost 100~ literacy, about 75~ participation in el ections, should be deprived of ---- ~ -........___ ~ ~-- · 

the right of electing their own Governor -- a right enjoyed, and wisely exercised, by 

your neighbors, the people of the CommoPwealth of Puerto Rico. 

~~d, it is equally high time that the people of the Virgin IslaPns be 

represented in the United States Congress. The extension to the Virgin Islands of 

Congressional representation on the same basis as the former territories of Alaska and 

Hawaii, and now the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, wovld not only provide the Islands with 

voice able to speak out for you- basic interests, b ,1t w011ld reaffirm 01.'r determination 

that no people under the American flag shall lack for fair consideration in 01.·r 

recognize that the Virgin Islands are not getting m~ch help towards an 

elected Governor and Congressional representation from the Republican Department of the 

Interior in Washington. Those fellows r vnning the Interior Department think the words 

status quo were written in capital letters into the Constit tion of the United States 

back in l 787 . And ·mfortunately those words - status quo - represent the basic philosophy 

of the Republican Administration in more ways than merely its handling of territorial 

matters. 
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"There is only one way to deal with this 'no go, go slow, veto' Republican 

Administration and that's to get out and do the work necessary to elect a Democratic 

President and a Democratic Congress next November. Then we can get back on the road 

to progress and an expanding democracy." 
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