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Excerpts from Speech on Disarmament
DuPage County, Illinois
December 11, 1959
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/ The arms race in which the major powers
L__—o—*—_._.T -_—____.——-—'—"_h

are engaged is a mammoth exercise in futility.
— ——

The full extent of the futillity becomes clear

X\ . ——

when you realize that nations today are spending

e

tens of bil;;ons of dollars for armaments which

are desligned for a war that no one wants, for

— —— —
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a war that no one can win, and for a war that
s M e e

everyone hopes never to fight.
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/C\I believe that the major powers are beginning

T

to recognize the massive futility of such an

arms race - and this recognition may offer a

-— — i

golden opportunity to halt or at least slow down

B e S

its pace.



-2 - 000154

Disarmament 1s possible. Di§§rmament

e
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is needed, But it must be coupled with inspection

e ey

and control adequate to safeguard our security.

Unfortunately, while the Republican

————

Administration i1s pushing for polifical negotiations
: i ST

Jhgfor a disarmament agreement, 1t 1s not prepared

Baory — - -
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with proper techniecal and scilentific studies or

————————

economic planning.
_—_—

/<iProgress on disarmament is possible, even

.

though it may come only by inches. To achleve
i = f‘_

a measgure of concrete advancement on controlling
‘-—-—"‘—————-—"—-—-._______-—-—-._______..-—____,_____-,

the world's armg requlres two things: preparation
R

and patience. We must convince the cynics among
FT——— T Ty

us that arms control and reduction is a goal

worthy of our best efforts. We must persuade

~— ——
——

the pessimists that pessimism by 1ltself never

_____ e m

accomplished anything. We must be reallstie,
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of course, and learn to appreciate and
understand the problems confronting disarmament
planners and negotiators but our sights must
never be limlted by the past or the present.
’ZiMany people have almost begun to think of

the arms race as inevitable, like death and

taxes. They are doubtful change can be reallzed,
_-,.'-—"—'\______________________.————-——-"'-""\.__

and they are reluctant to submit new ideas and
“—'_'_""..\________..-——

. to expend the necessary funds for arms control
preparation,
,A<;y efforts to obtaln an appropriation for

- -
l disarmament studles falled in the last session of

Congress. Neither the Administration nor the
Congress gave the necessary support. Next session
I shall try again and perhaps with the help of

interested and dedlcated cltlzens we may be

. | successful.
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The first step toward the broad goal of
arms control may be an agreement fo suspend
tests of nuclear weapons. There is a better
than even chance of obtaining such an agreement -
with adequate inspection!

If an agreement 1s reached and is implemented
it will be historic. It will be the first arms
control agreement with the Soviets In which
they accepted ingpection and control. We must
do everything we can to encourage our government

to continue to press for such an agreement.
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