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Excerpts from address by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.)
before annual banquet of Farmers Union Grain Terminal Association,
Saint Paul, Minnesota, Tuesday night, Deceqbp E 1959
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4 It is a great thrill to be back with you again.
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This is eSS , the seventh successive

AniibpEieERa Calked with the great GTA family about the rights
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and goals of family farmers and the ways and means of achieving
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them.

h For me, there could be no greater honor than to have

1
you want me back, again and again. You are my kind of people ‘ﬂj
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jBy now, you know where I stand and how I feel.
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For the seventh year, I wish to reaffirm my belief in
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c the basic concept oi‘."\i parity income for America's farm families.

éFarmers have a just claim to a full, fair share in

our natlonal progress and prosperity. Mm’%

f I have never changed, and never wavered in my

cc:anv:.ct:.ome'../f I have no regret for anything I ever told you_ ¥,
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. History

records that my discussions with you have been rather accurate
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forecasts of things to come.
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no fair weather, election-year patriot, suddenly awakening to a
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belated interest in agriculture.

( You are going to see such people in the year ahead.
MR T

It is understandable if you look them all over with justifiable

4 L ——
suspicion, =— LUﬂju.Q mv&%mhﬂ% (f

Minnesots has just had a distinguished urban visitor from the
fo

east, out here to tell the Junior Chamber of Commerce what should be

/1 A —
done gbout you fa:mersam—i M /
s
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We're pleased he came., I only regret that he didn't have a chance

to mix with real, live farmers such as we have gathered here. It would
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have been an enlightening experience for him, I'm sure.

4 It's alwsys good to have our'eastern urban friends get out here
EEE————

to talk things over with us in the midwesth C ek eSS e
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4Sometimes they go away wiser than when they came.,
i

For example, I suspect that even Governor Rockefeller now knows
T

that if you want farmers to give serious consideration to your ideas,
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you don't start off by saying you'd keep Ezra Benson as Secretary of Agriculture.

M i 20 S nd

4 Let me say this, however, I welcomed Nelson Rockefeller's frank
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admission that the present Republican farm program is a hopeless failure.

What leaves me confused is how he rationalizes his defense
M

o; Ezra Benson while confessing seven years of utter Republican failure in
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coping with the farm problem, —

4% quarrel with Governor Rockefeller's generalities, nor

his professed sharing of many of our common objectives, Most of what

he had to say has been said time and time again, When you and I say America's

farmers are entitled to a better break, we'ri' ooh-poohed by q’the:
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sophisticate eastern press. When Nelson Rockefeller says it, however, it

suddenly becomes dramatic news., = Aﬂ M ﬁ ——M

You see, when you are regarded as "safe" by the Wall Street
« e EEE—— g T

pawers-that—be,..when you say you'll be willing to keep Ezra., then you can
T e — —

promise farmers anything -- and be hailed as an sgricultural statesman, /
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But if you're really trying to do something effective about

America's farm plight, and if you have the courage to say bluntly that rural
R S Ne————

America would be better off without Sggee Benson heading the Department
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of Agriculture, you suddenly become a dangerous radical.

4 I lﬂlow.l Just read what the Wall Street Journal has to say about
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me, from time to time, and you'll know what I mean.
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If an approaching election compels the Nelson Rockefelleri and

the Republican party generally to at long last take a more honest look
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at what is happening to agriculture, and what needs to be done for agriculture --
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4 But you can't blame farmers for being skeptical,
/ i GM

Midwest farmers are not going to be easily begulled

They still remember Ka.sson’&?nd the now tarnished "Golden Promise’ Jj /79/

Deeds are more significant then speeches.
% et 3 T L L

Il;l\lelson Rockefeller, Richard Nixon, or any other Republican
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Presidential hopeful -- if they have any -- really expects to get any

consideration from America's farm belt next November, let them have the
———— R A —

courage to stand up and break openly, now, with the farm policies of Secretary
p—— -——""_'_':__

Benson and bed e jacad

let them show they are willing to join
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the fight now, by insisting that the President accept, rather than reject by
ﬁ D

veto, the will of the Congress; let them show how many Republican votes
. —

they can deliver in behalf of the farmer, instead of against him, during the
— L —=——
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coming Congress.
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That will be the test.
ﬂ

Just to be helpi‘l& I'm sure d&ienate Committee

on Agriculture and Forestry, of which I am a member, would be willing to

have either Mr. Rockefeller or Vice President Nixon come before our

Committee in open hearing and testifyy on specific farm legislation during

s~H,

the next few months - ﬂ senhower_.Benson proposals, and

proposals offered by others_ oé
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/ @LW»[ When I came before you last December, I had just returned from
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extensive travels in Europe and a visit with Ghairman Khrushchev in

Mosccw#'(/é_rgﬁm""‘:‘"“ 1‘

S ————.

This year, since the end of the first half of the present Congress,

I have travelled extensively in our own country, visiting in some 24
G —— S —_—

states, north and south, east and west, plus Puerto Rico and the Virgin
i ——————— e —— N

Islands.
4 %ﬁm a smouldering

unrest and wave of dissatisfaction in vast segments
R ey Tae St gy = —
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of the American people and nowhere is it more evident than in

| . 5 - ’Vl—p ?___._?;fi,.....“"‘"
th eat farming areas of o ount ! - FT# LT
e gr ur country.
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/{Farmers are patient people, but there is only so much

they can take. Another "green revolt" is in the making, like
. mand

we witnessed in 1948. It is showing up in every rural area of

Fosumves Bumindy, = 12 -206-T-
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America and no wonder! -
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Z:Each of the last seven years, you have stood up bravely
_—-—-———
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to new challenges and new problems. — 5—% Nillo
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ziYEt we now find that the economic position of family

farms is approaching a 20-year low.

This year, according to the Republican M

we're supposed to be in é boom. They must be looking at the
rket.
b ougnnd

New York Stock Market not the Saint Paul hog ma
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But /what __ﬁ'gp pened t
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Net farm income, during this so-called "boom" year,

has gone down nearly 24 percent. . 1 Bf / , / NW
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In terms of dollars with the same buying power, the

net income of agriculture this year is the lowest in 19 years.

/The parity ratio is lower today than at any time
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since 1940.

I wish I could honestly tell you tonight that the

prospects for next year were brighter. I cannot o, Thg=apeepot .

ADon't just take my word for it; the Department of

Agriculture says so. The Department of=SSESTNZEgEe economists, |
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Amer ican economy has.had

crowd ook offices
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gazing into their crystal ball last month, came up with the

reluctant but honest conclusion that farm prices and farm income
w—_

were going to be lower next year than this year.
- e,

That's not a very heartening Christmas present for

America's farmers.

Some years ago, Franklin D. Roosevelt made famous the

phrase, "the forgotten man."

Today, there is definitely a "forgotten man™ in the

eyes of the present Republican administration--the American farmer.
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the struggle for economic justice. It wasn't easy building this

et Cosftight

fine marketing institutio%i the Grain Terminal Association.

/i\You have reason You have banded
together and built a great cooperative in the GTA, which has

been a source of strength to farmers throughout the entire

\_—*

midwest, in good times and bad. I'd hate to think how the

PR NS —

situation would be today if you didn't have it.

You too have been the builders of the rural
'-—l-—-——w-—.,

electrification cooperatives that brought rural America out of

the 19th century and into the mainstream of American life,

have extended your understanding of cooperative effort to creation
—— e 1

of effective supply cooperatives.

And you have fought off thgfgnfair, unreasonable

attacks that have been launched by those groups which seek to

[ ——
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weaken and destroy your cooperatives.

Let me warn you tonight this is a continuing struggle.

The same forces that have been and still are underminingqgovernmental

A
efforts to aid the individual farmer are just as eager to undermine
R ] R ——

2y
W cooperative efforts in the farmers' behalf>w
e SR -
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p<i don't think they can succeed, but ‘M\
% You must continue the struggle, day in

day out A You won't be fighting alone. Along with many others

who believe deeply in the cooperative movement as a legitimate

extension of the free enterprise system, I shall always be
S

fighting at your side.

‘Z<¥our strength, and your public acceptance, rests in the

fact that type of economic structure has its roots firmly
e ——— e

imbedded in the principle of democratic action. It represents

L.




aAhave supplied% with better facilities and faster
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the ability and the willingness of people to turn from a

eSS e R e
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W dog-eat-dog philosophy to one of cooperation and Christian support
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for each other.
w

h“t#ﬂ__agmﬂ and directors

hard-headed Mc management service. It must be an

expression of the ideal of cooperation, not just in business,

L 4

but in all levels of living. When a cooperative forgets or

ignores this obligation to its members, it opens itself to
- el Rty

justifiable criticism. I can voice this pnote of caution tonight
; R =
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because your organization and its leadership are effective
examples of all that is good about the cooperative movement.

[{(Through unity of purpose, individuals have come together
TR ee——————
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in cooperatives such as yg@s to work toward the goal of a

better life for all, not just for financial gains. >M
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cg:vera ives,\memberis ‘3& to aﬁ _
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iThey support churfhes, worl schools for

ces bf

betie facillt 'es, fo 7.
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The spirit of cooperation has led this cooperative,
and others, to carry democracy around the world through helping
other cooperatives to get established in foreign lands. Most

governments in the emerging nations recognize that cooperatives

are a main force in raising the living standards of their people,

T P!

in providing more and better use of natural resources, and in

% -

Yes, cooperat ves stand for more than just good business
- S

C' management. They stand for the spirit of freedom, the spirit
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c of sharing, the spirit of working together, the spirit of love.
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We need more of such spirit in the world today. >uy
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have been greatly encouraged in recent months by

definite signs that farm organizations are coming together with
J - e e L

major commodity groups in an effort to combine their forces in
i AT NS P S i Y
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support of purposeful legislative action.
ok

4 The political climate in these past seven years has

not been favorable for effective farm legislative action‘ I
do not know that it will be any better in the session to come,

C but I do know that your friends in Congress will try again to
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0 re-establish a national farm policy that makes better sense.

It is only fair to warn you that Congress is working

under extremely serious and inescapable limitations. Congress

can accomplish little \W

Yet we can and must fight to hold the line. Much

legislative time and energy will be spent in the coming session

to prevent Secretary Benson from imposing on wheat the same kind
- S s e s S R BB A3

of unlimited production-low price program that he rigged for corn.
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I have never been satisfied to be just a critic.

Throughout the years I have continually sought to bring forth

ideas and suggestions of my own as constructive approaches to
— ey

the problems you face, and pending before Congress when it convenes

will be my own Family Farm Program Development Act.

1 Vv
/{\\In my opinion, this can be a Charter of Hoge for

farmers, with four major goals:
o S .

l. To improve farm prices and family farm income;

R A TS AN i b A

2. To assure ample supplies of food and fiber for all

PrE— e e e e T T N P s
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domestic needs, for commercial exports, for a national safety

reserve, and for use by our government in building world peace.

W a
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3. To reduce the tax burden through reducing present

e

excessive farm program costs;

4. To protect the well-being of our future generations




PR . S TR s B 7

- 14 - Qo001 ol

e by conserving soil and water resources now wasted on unneeded

production. Ww E ipY) “.[M‘ @

Z I['he/ bill would establish the principles that our

family farmers must produce an abundance of food for use, but

must not be pushed into unneeded, wasteful production by low
.%;wrwm%iﬁwmmﬁammzmﬁnﬁmwm_. . =T
prices.
g
<It would establish a new concept of parity--a concept

N ot
of a fair price based upon making farm earnings comparable to
e — e el T
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the current earnings of people in other walks of life )&

would be permitted the major voice in choosing the most suitable

N U e S e e e TS T M g esep—p——Ty i ' L o W

program method for balancing market supply with actual food needs.
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Z The Family Farm Program Development Act recognizes that

O the goals cannot possibly be achieved by one single line of action,
——— —— . -
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@ and therefore seeks to embrace a multiple approach.

}(It proposes a positive domestic foqg and nutrition_E;ogram,

—

aimed at providing more adequate diets through expanding the
D

national school lunch and special milk for children programs and

Foob Sthmp_

establishing a food allotment program for the needy in our midsts.
T .

Z/;t would set up a national security reserve of food

A
Eﬁﬁ:ﬂw and fiber products to protect us against possible emergenc
shortages. = [g;j fitlt L mwi-fw;

A{TIt would encourage a long term international food and
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fiber program to make better use of American abundance as an

R e i T __MWW

instrument of our foreign policy to build world peace, and to
Jro— STAIIN R e iR

encourage the development of the emerging nations of the free
e, S e A S e A T ST A

world.

‘(i&t would provide for income stablization programs for

individual commodities, of the kind that producers themselves

cﬁ find best adepted to their needs. w Mo\, % Ug




It would also provide for a long-term, expanded

e

agricultural resources conservation program, with incentives

TrY—
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for land-use adjustments and temporary retirement of land not
currently needed for production and afford special attention to
the low production and low income family farmers where special

assistance is needed.

/iiilt is not a panacea. It is an honest attempt to

e — st

provide a statutory framework for continuing, constructive action

toward restoring equity in agriculture.
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The result of the current farm policy has been a great

deal of unnecessary hardship and suffering. Farmers have suffered,

- I

consumers have suffered, taxpayers have suffered, business has
r - e "‘__'_—————-,__

suffered, but there's another group of people who have suffered

0.
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I'm talking about the millions of people who go to bed
o
/

hungry every night, simply because they can't get the food to
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feed themselves or their families.

/

/{; Many of these people are right here in the United

States.

/ii\gillions more are abroad.

How shameful that America's granaries should be

——

bulging at their seams while there remains @ mouth unfed.

AiiﬁhHOW shameful that the American taxpayer should be

paying a million dollars a day to store our mounting surpluses
instead of devoting that money to help feed the hungry and
clothe the needy.

/4{ I am not talking about dumping our products abroad and

destroying world markets.

lehllgm talking about reaching out with a humane, helping

—_—

hand to nations who cannot buy foodstuffs in the world market,

\\

but who need our help desperately.

When are we going to start practicing what we preach?
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When are we going to start giving meaning to the
words the Master of Galilee taught all to pray, "Give us this

Day, our Daily Bread"?

Fortunately, the President of the United States has

-

now given his blessing to the fight many of us have waged for

At

years, to enlist the resources of the United States in a great

— —_—

"War against Hunger™ all over the world.

s

/sze heartily cheer his pledge to the struggling country
b e —

of India and earnestly pray that deeds will follow the words,

2

to show the world America regards its abundance as a blessing to _

be shared with all mankind.

—

/Zg But let us hope too, in this long-overdue war against

/]
hunger, the commander-in-chief doesn't forget”pay for his troops,
i — '_.-‘“

the farm producers of America who make it possible for us to

Mg e

assert world leadership in wiping out famine.
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Minnesota has just had a distinguished urban visitor from the
east, out here to tell the Junior Chamber of Commerce what should be dome sbout
you famers.

Ve're pleased he came., I only regret that he didn't have s chance
to mix with real, live farmers such as ve have gathered here. It would have been
an enlightening experience for him, I'm sure.

It's alvays good to have our eastern urban friends get out here to
talk things over with us in the midwest, even if they come with the advance notion
they have pat answers to all our problems.

Sometimes they go awvay wiser than vhen they came.

For example, I suspect that even Governor Rockefeller now lmows that
if you wvant famers to give serious comsideration to your idess, you don't start
off by saying you'd keep Ezra Benson as Secresary of Agriculture.

Let me say this, however, I velcomed Nelson Rockefellers' frank
aduission that the present Republican farm program is a hopeless falluve.

What leaves me confused is how he rationalizes his defense of Ezra
Benson while confessing seven years of utter Republican failure in eoping with the
farm problem.

I'11 not quarrel with Governor Rockefeller's generslities, now his pro-
fessed sharing of many of our common objectives. Most of what he had to say has been
said time and time again. When you and I say America's farmers are entitled to a better
break, we're pooh-poched by all the sophisticate eastern press. When Nelsen Rockefeller
says it, however, it suddenly becomes dramtic news.

You see, vhen you are regarded as "safe” by the Wall Street powers-that-
be, when you say you'll be willing to keep Ezra, then you can promise farmers anythinge-
and be hailed as an agricultural statesman.

But if you're really trying to do something effective about America's farm
plight, and if you have the courage to say bluntly that rural America would be better off



T
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dangercus radical.

I know., Just read vhat the Wall Street Jowrnal has to say sbout me,
from time to time, and you'll lmow what I mean.

If =n approaching election compels the Nelson Rocksfellers and the
Republican party gemerally to at leng last take s more honest look at what is
happening to agriculture, and what needs to be dome for agriculture--well and good.

But you can't blame farmers for being skeptieal.

Hidwest farmers are not going to be easily beguiled again. They still
remenber Kasson, and the now tarnished "Golden Promise”,

Deeds are more significant than speeches.

If Nelson Rockefeller, Réchard Nixon, or sny other Republican Presidential
hopefule-if they have any--really expects to get any comsideration from America's
farm belt next November, let them have the courage to stand up and break openly, now,
with the farm policies of Secretary Bemscm and President Eisenhower; let them show
they are willing to join the fight now, by insisting that the President accept, rather
than reject by veto, the will of the Congress; let them show how many Republican votes

they can deliver in behalf of the farmmer, instesd of against him, during the coming Congred
That will be the test.

Just to be helpful, I'm sure the Chairman of the Semate Committee on
Agriculture and Forestry, of which I am a member, would be willing to have wither
Mr. Rockefeller or Vice President Nixon come before our Comittee in open hearing and
testify on specific farm legislation during the next few monthse<both on Bisenhower.
Benson proposals, and propesals offered by others of us desparately trying to protect
America'’s fanmily farmers.

It might be an interesting--ani useful--eyperiment. At least we'll Imow

o better where they really stand, vhen tie chips are down.



-3 a -
800194
Minnesota has just had a distinguished urban visitor from the
east, out here to tell the Junior Chamber ef Commerce what should be done abeut
you Ffarmers.

We're pleased he came. I only regret that he didn't have a chance
to mix with real, live farmers such as we have gathered here. It would have been
an enlightening experience for him, I'm sure.

It's always good to have our eastern urban friends get out here %o
talk things over with us in the midwest, even if they come with the advance notion
they have pat answers to all our problems,

Semetimes they go away wiser then when they came.

For example, I suspect that even Governor Rockefeller now knows that
if you went farmers to give serious consideration te your ideas, you don't start
off by saying you'd keep Ezra Benson as Secredary of Agriculture.

Iet me say this, hewever, I welcomed Nelson Rockefe]lex’al frank
admission that the present Republicen farm program is a hopeless failure.

What leaves me confused is hew he rationslizes his defense of Ezra
Bensen while confessing seven years ef ubter Republican failure in coping with the
farm problem.

I'11 not quarrel with Governor Rockefeller's generalities, now his pro-
fessed sharing of many of our common objectives. Most of what he had to say has been
sgid time and time again. When yeu and T say Americals farmers are entitled to a better
break, we're pooh-poched by all the sophisticate eastern press. When Nelson Rockefeller
says it, however, it svddenly becomes dramtie news.

You see, when you are regarded as "safe" by the Wall Street powers-that-
be, when you say you'll be willing te keep Ezra, then you can promise farmers anything--
and be hailed as an agricultursl statesman.

But 1f you're really trying to de something effective zbout Americals farm

plight, and if you have the courage to say biuntly that rural America weuld be better off
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.  witheut Ezra Bensen heading the Department ef Agriculture, yeu suddenly become a

dangereus radical.

T knew. Just read whet the Wall Street Journal has to say sbout me,
from time to time, and you'll know whet I mean.

If an approaching eleetion compels the Nelson Rockefellers and the
Republican party generally to at long last take a more honest look at what is
happening to agriculture, and what needs to be done for agriculture=--well and goed.

Put yeu can't blame fermers for being skeptical.

Midwest farmers are not going to be easily beguiled again. They still
remember Kasson, and the now tarnished "Golden Promise”.

Deeds are more signifiecant than speeches.

If Nelsen Rockefeller, Réchard Nixon, er any ether Republican Presidential
hopeful=-if they have any--really expects to get any consideration from America's
...,. farm belt next November, let them have the courage to stend up and break openly, now,
with the farm policies of Secretary Benson and President Eisenhower; let them show
they are willing to join the fight now, by insisting that the President accept, rather
then reject by veto, the will of the Congress; let them shew how meny Republiecan vetes

they can deliver in behalf of the farmer, instead ef agalnst him, during the coming CongreB
That will be the test.

Just to be helpful, I'm sure the Chairman of the Senate Committee en
Agriculture and Ferestry, ef which I am a member, would be willing to have wither
Mr. Rockefeller or Vice President Nixon comeé before our Committee in open hearing and
testify on specific farm legislation during the nmext few months--both on Eisenhower.
Benson proposals, and ‘preposals offered by ethers of us desparately trying to pretect
America’s family farmers.

Tt might be an interesting--and useful--experiment. At least we'll know

' petter where they really stand, when tte chips are down.
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Excerpfis Trom address by Senator Hubert(H. Humphrey (D.,
before annual banquet of Farmers Union Grain Terminal Association,
St. Paul, Minnesota, Tuesday night, December 15, 1959.

LY

It 1s a great thrill to be back with you again.
This is the seventh year, the seventh successive December, that I have stood
before thousands of you in this auditorium and talked with the great GTA family about the

rights and goals of family farmers--and the ways and means of achieving them.

For me, there could be no greater honor than to have you want me back, again and
again. You are my kind of people, from the great heartland of America in which I am proud to
have been born and reared. You are deeply concerned about social and economic justice, not

only for yourselves--but for all people, just as I am, just as I always have been--and just
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as I always shall be.

By now, you know where I stand--and how I feel.

e For the seventh year, I wish to reaffirm my belief ?zf‘parity
‘;!Esme for America's farm families.

Farmers have a just claim to a full, fair share in our national progress and
prosperity.

They should not be, and must not be, treated as neglected, second-class citizens.

I have always talked frankly with you, and from my heart.

I have never changed, and never wavered in my convictions. I have no regret for
anything I ever told you--nor, by hindsight, any reason to wish I had said otherwise. History
records that my discussions with you have been rather accurate forecasts of things to come.

I have only pride, not apology, for my continuing fight in behalf of America's
farm people, however, frustrating it has been--because we have been right, all of us in this
vast auditorium. I am no Johnny-come-lately in this great struggle, no fair weather, election-
year patriot, suddenly awakening to a belated interest in agriculture.

L. You are going to see such people, in the year ahead.
It is understandable if you look them all over with Justifiable suspicion. Midwest

farmers are not going to be easily beguiled again. They still remember Kasson, and the now

tarnished "Golden Promise."”
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When I came before you last December, I had just returned from extensive travels
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L Europe--and a visit with Chairman Khrushchev in Moscow.

This year, since the end of the first half of the present Camgress, I have travelled
extensively in our own country, visiting in some 24 states--north and south, east and west--
plus Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

I can tell you honestly tonight that there is a smouldering unrest and wave of
dissatisfaction in vast segments of the American people--and nowhere is it more evident than
in the great farming areas of our country.

Farmers are patient people, but there is only so much they can take. Another
"green revolt" is in the making, like we witnessed in 1948. It is showing up in every rural
area of America--and no wonder!

Each of the last seven years, you have stood up bravely to new challenges and
new problems.

- Yet we now find that the economic position of family farms is approaching a
byear low.

Low prices and low income have reduced your purchasing power, your ability to
maintain an American standard of living, back to pre-World War II levels.

This year, according to the Republican hucksters, we're supposed to be in a boom.
They must be looking at the New York Stock Market--not the St. Paul hog market.

Sure, during the first nine months of this year, the income of the American people
as a whole went up nine billion dollars.

But what happened to farm income?

You know--it went down by more than 2 hillion dollars.

Net farm income, during this so-called "boom" year, has gone down nearly 2k
percent.

In terms of dollars with the same buying power, the net income of agriculture this

‘ r is the lowest in 19 years.

The parity ratio is lower today than at any time since 1940.
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. I wish I could homestly tell you tonight that the prospects for mext year were
L‘ighter. I cannot. They are not. Things are going to be worse, not better.
Don't just take my word for it; the Department of Agriculture says so. The
Department of Agriculture economists, gazing into their crystal ball last month, came up
with the reluctant but honest conclusion that farm prices and farm income were going to be
lower next year than this year.

That's not a very heartening Christmas present for America's farmers.

Some years ago, Franklin D. Roosevelt made famous the phrase, "the forgotten man."

Today, there is definitely a "forgotten man" in the eyes of the present Republican
administration--the American farmer.

I don't need to remind any of you that the entire American economy has had its ups
and downs sihce this Republican crowd took office. But it has always worked out so that the
farmer shared in all the "downs," but was left out in the cold during the "ups.”

It may be that some of you feel faint-hearted as you look into the future. It
may seem that the forces that have worked against you are too strong to resist.

You who are gathered here are hardened veterans in the struggle for economic justice.
It wasn't easy building this fine marketing institution, the Grain Terminal Association.

You have reason far great pride. You have banded together and built a great co-
operative in the GTA, which has been a source of strength to farmers throughout the entire
Midwest, in good times and bad. I'd hate to think how the situation would be today if you
didn't have it.

You, too, have been the builders of the rural electrification cooperatives that
brought rural America out of the 19th century and into the‘mainstream of American life,
and have extended your understanding of cooperative effort to creation of effective supply
cooperatives.

And you have fought off the unfair, unreasonable attacks that have been launched

(;-,those groups which seek to weaken and destroy your cooperatives.
Let me warn you tonight--this is a continuing struggle. The same forces that have

been and still are undermining governmental efforts to aid the individual farmer are Jjust as
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eager to undermine cooperative efforts in the farmers' behalf. Your adversaries have
L again sharpened their weapons, and are trying to bring the pressure of public opinion
and punitive legislation against you.

T don't think they can succeed, but there is no place for faint-heartedness.
You must continue the struggle, day in and day out. You won't be fighting alone. Along
with many others who believe deeply in the cooperative movement as a legitimate extension
of the free enterprise system, I shall always be fighting at your side.

Your strength, and your public acceptance, rests in the fact that this type of
economic structure has its roots firmly imbedded in the principle of democratic action.

It represents the ability and the willingness of people to turn from a dog-eat-dog phil-
osophy to one of cooperation and Christian support for each other.

Your cooperative organizations' managers and directors have supplied the member-
ship with better facilities and faster and more modern services, all of the many, many

~new essentials to keeping pace business-wise in this fast-moving world.

But a cooperative is and must always be more than a hard-headed bureaucratic
management service. It must be an expression of the ideal of cooperation, not just in
business, but in all levels of living. When a cooperative forgets or ignores this obliga-
tion to its members, it opens itself to justifiable criticism. I can voice this note of
caution tonight because your organization and its leadership are effective examples of all
that is good about the cooperative movement.

Through unity of purpose, individusls have come together in cooperatives such
as yours to work toward the goal of a better life for all, not just for financial gains.
Through their cooperstives, members contribure to the strength of their communities. They
support churches, work for better schools, for better health facilities, for improved com-
munity services of all kinds.

The spirit of cooperation has led this cooperative, and others, to carry democ-

C;‘acy around the world through helping other cooperatives to get established in foreign
lands. Most governments in the emerging nations recognize that cooperatives are a main
force in raising the living standards of their people, in providing more and better use

of natural resources;, and in bolstering government of the people, by the people and for
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the people.

Yes, cooperatives stand for more than just good business management. They
stand for the spirit of freedom, the spirit of sharing, the spirit of working together,
the spirit of love. We need more of such spirit in the world today. And this is why co-
operatives have friends. This is why they have the strength to resist all weakening
attacks. This is why cooperatives have made such a great contribution to the nation,
and to the world.

This same cooperative spirit can lead to family farmers offering a more united
front to the perils of the year immediately ahead.

I have been greatly encouraged in recent months by definite signs that farm
organizations are coming together with major commodity groups in an effort to combine
their forces in support of purposeful legislative action.

The political climate in these past seven years has not been favorable for ef-

fective farm legislative action. I do not know that it will be any better in the session

to come, but I do know that your friends in Congress will try again to re-establish a

national farm policy that makes better sense.

It is only fair to warn you that Congress is working under extremely serious
and inescapable limitations. Congress can accomplish 1ittle until we get a President who
will not veto any bill shich will do anything substantial to raise farm prices.

Yet we can and must fight to hold the line. Much legislative time and energy
will be spent in the coming session to prevent Secretary Benson from imposing on wheat
the same kind of unlimited production-low price program that he rigged for corn.

It is the duty of Congress to seek to reaffirm, through legislation, the long-
held national policy of protection for the family farm pattern of agriculture that has
made America great. It is the duty of Congress to hold out hope to the family farmers

of our country, by supporting the kind of national farm policy which offers America’s

( . farmers the opportunity to achieve economic equality with other segments of our economy--

whatever the President or his Secretary of Agriculture may do.

I have never been satisfied to be just a critic. Throughout the years I have
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eontinually sought to bring forth ideas and suggestions of my own as constructive ap-
proaches to the problems you face, and pending before Congress when it convenes will
be my own Family Farm Program Development Act.

In my opinion;, this can be a Charter of Hope for farmers, with four major
goals:

1. To improve farm prices and family farm income;

2. To assure ample supplies of food and fiber for all domestic needs, for
commercial exports, for a national safety reserve, and for use by our government in
building world peace.

3. To reduce the tax burden through reducing present excessive farm program
costs;

L. To protect the well-being of our future generations by conserving soil
and water resources now wasted on unneeded production.

The bill would establish the principles that our family farmers must produce
an abundance of food for use, but must not be pushed into unneeded, wasteful production
by low prices.

It would establish a new concept of parity--a concept of a fair price--based
upon making farm earnings comparable to the current earnings of people in other walks
of 1ife. This parity price would change every year with shifts in the general economy,
rather than being tied to a set time period of the past.

Under this bill; farm producers for the first time would be permitted the major
voice in choosing the most suitable program method for balancing market supply with
actual food needs.

The Family Farm Program Development Act recognizes that the goals cannot pos-
sibly be achieved by one single line of action, and therefore seeks to embrace a
multiple approach.

It proposes a positive domestic food and nutrition program, aimed at provid-
ing more adequate diets through expanding the national school lunch and special milk

for children programs and establishing a food allotment program for the needy in our midst.
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It would set up a national security reserve of food and fiber products to pro-

. tect us against possible emergency shortages.

‘;"' It would encourage a long-term international food and fiber program to make
better use of American abundance as an instrument of our foreign policy to build world
peace, and to encourage the development of the emerging nations of the free world.

It would provide for income stabilization programs for individual commodities,
of the kind that producers themselves find best adapted to their needs.

It would also provide fora long-term, expanded agricultural resources conserva-
tion program, with incentives for land-use adjustments and temporary retirement of land
not currently needed for production--and afford special attention to the low production
and low income family farmers where special assistance is needed.

It is not a panacea. It is an honest attempt to provide a statutory frame-
work for continuing, constructive action toward restoring equity in agriculture.

The result of the current farm policy has been a great deal of unnecessary

“ rardship and suffering. Farmers have suffered, consumers have suffered, taxpayers have
éuffered, business has suffered--but there's another group of people who have suffered, too.

I'm talking about the millions of people who go to bed hungry every night,
simply because they can't get the food to feed themselves or their families.

Many of these people are right here in the United States.

Millions more are abroad.

How shameful that America's granaries should be bulging at their seams while
there remains a mouth unfed.

How shameful that the American taxpayer should be paying a million dollars
a day to store our mounting surpluses--instead of devoting that money to help feed the
hungry and clothe the needy.

I am talking about dumping our products abroad and destroying world markets.

I am talking about reaching out with a humane, helping hand to nations who

L:annot buy foodstuffs in the world market, but who need our help desperately.

When are we going to start practicing what we preach?
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¢ When are we going to start giving meaning to the words the Master of Galilee
Lytaught all to pray, "Give us this Day, our Daily Bread?"

Fortunately, the President of the United States has now given his blessing
to the fight many of us have waged for years, to enlist the resources of the United
States in a great "War against Hunger" all over the world.

We heartily cheer his pledge to the struggling country of India--and
earnestly pray that deeds will follow the words, to show the world America regards its
abundance &5 a blessing to be shared with all mankind.

But let us hope, too, in this long-overdue war against hunger, the commander-
in-chief doesn't forget pay for his troops--the farm producers of America who make it

possible for us to assert world leadership in wiping out famine.
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