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1'The fact that the VJes t Virginia L~~islat.ur.e.- i-s grappling with questions 

qf supplying food for the hungry and o~her welfare measures points up the 
bitter fact that the prosperity we hear 'so much about is certainly not a 

~ 1 

general prosperi ty. 

11There are too many distressed areas \in this country -- tao many pocke ·t s 
of depression and despair -- for any A~erican to feel complacent about our 
national strength. 

11\.-le have a huge unfinished job in the United States. That is the job 
of providing economic security for all our people. 

"I want to talk to you about one aspect of this general problem -- the 
job of eliminating once and for all the disg~aceful amount of actual poverty 
and t:;conomic stagnation that still exist"~ in \thi.s richest land in the wor l d. 

"Poverty is always a tragedy, any time and any place. But poverty in 
a lang that is enjoying a national prod~ct close to 500 billion dollars is 
more than a tragedy -- it is a national ~candal. 

"According to official government figures, there were in 1957 no less 
than 11,000,000 families --families, mind you, !with total family incomes 
of lesn than $3000 a year -- less than $58 a we~k. Six million of these 
families had incomes actually less than $2000 a ·year -- less than $39 a 
week. In addition, there were about 5 million persons living along whose 
incomes were under $1500 a year -- under $29 a week. 

"These are the almost fifty million poor people living in America in the 
middle of the twentieth century. 

"The test of our progress is not whether we provide more for those v1ho 

have enough; the test of our progr~ss is whether we ~rovide ' enough for those 
who have too little. The existence. of 50 millionpoor people in our midst 
is sad evidence that we have SO!, much more to do. 

"There is no single, simple so](ution to the 
as there is no single, simple caus~ of poverty. 
every front. 

"Hhat are some of these fronts? 

problem of poverty. Just 
It must be attacked on 

"One vital front concerns the 'ctged. Their problems constitute one of t.h "' 

most crucial battlegrounds. For too many years now we have been authoriz~~g 
one study after another, holding one conference after another, making one 
speech after another, about the problems of the aged. The time has come to 
act. 

"In addition to many other things, Congress must pass a measure which 
will provide hospitalization and n~rsing home care and other services for our 

elderly people as a matter of earned benefits under our social security l &w. 
':·

1r:- nus t fo .. ·ge 2.head on medical research. The Dread disease of cancer mus t. 
be conque-rt:!d. 

more ... 
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"What about the -wage earner? After all most of the low income · ·families are hee.ded by 
wage-earners. It is clear that the greatest hope for eliminating poverty is re~ar employ­
ment at decent wag~s for America 1 s wage~earners. 

"That means a number of things. 

". It means making it eas:i..er --not h&rder --for unions to organize the unorganized 
and bring them the economic benefits of collective bargaining. 

". It means raising the federal minimum wage at onde to at least $1.25 -- and, even 
more importantly -- extending the coveiage of the Fair Labor Standards Act to millions not 
now covered; 

11
• It means at long last doing something about the ~ne million migr~t fann workers, 

who, on the average, work less than 150 days a year -- and these at miserable wages and 
under disgraceful conditions of housing, t~:rtation and child labor. 

"• It means restoring the economic health of dozens of chronically depressed areas. I 
am sure you share the bitter regret that the President vetoed the distress~d areas bill, as 
well as another bill that hap so much meaning for your state -- the Coal Research Bill. 

"This 8.rea redevelopment or distressed areas legislation would provide two badly-needed 
programs •- on to retrain unemployed worke~e to take new kinds of jobs in industry, and the 
other to encourage new industry to ~stablish itself in the distressed ar~as through long­
term, low•interest government financing. 

"There is even more that the Federal and State ~vernments ean do together. Let me 
outline etre cf the other basic features of a program to provide for area redevelopment. 

"I propose that government undertake broad programs for the restoration of basic health 
to the distressed areas, such as: 

1. The concentration of authorized public works programs designed td .lay the base for 
greatly expanded futute productivity of the areas -- to provide more efficient transportation 
facilities, more and cheaper power sources, better school buildings and laboratories, and 
greatly expanded timber management practices, in appropriate areas. 

Such pu9lic works proje~ts would also act as immediate stimulants in the area by providing 
additional jobs for workers and markets for businessmen in the area• 

2. Intensified government-financed research into the ways of making greater use of the 
raw materials and natural resources of the distressed areas, and 1to find additional outlets 
for existing industry and new outl~ts for the latent we~lth of the area4' 

I 

3. The immediate consideration by the Federal Government of an export subsidy on coal 
where foreign competition and cut-rate prices injure American produc~rs and shippers. 

4. A determined effort to find greater uses for our vast coal resources in our foreign 
aid program, particularly to the underdeveloped countries that are beginning their 
industrialized programs. 

". Ending economic distress and expanding our economy also means bringing our unemploy­
ment insurance system up to date, so that wage earners do not become paupers when deprived 
of work through no fault of their own. More than one of every three unemployed in 1958 
received no unemployment insurance, and millions exhausted the inadequate benefits to which 
they were entitled. 

".Ending economic distress means eliminating discrimination in employment which all 
too often keeps Negroes and other minor! ty groups from obtaining jobs which their talent 
and training entitles them to. 

". It means improving the skills and education of workers unable to meet the needs of 
a rapidly changing technology. 

"All of these things, and more, must be done to give Americans a better chance to lead 
dignified lives of gainful employment. 

"I have spoken many times -- and will again -- on the plight of the American farm 
family. I wish today merely to place this issue in the context of the basic theme of this 
address. Certainly, the curse of poverty can never be eli~inated from America unless we 
do justice to the family farmers of our nation who have given us the tremendous abundance 
of food and fiber. 

more .•• 
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Through my Family Farm Pro-gram Dev~t Act, I have proposed legislation which will 
provide a measure of security for our farm f~lies and will at the same time better 
utilize' our food and fiber products as a powerful force for peace and world economic 
development. 

"Our primary goal must be decent wages or other private income for every American 
family or individual. But there will alva.ys be some families without breadwinners. And 
there will always be ixadividuals unable to provide for themselves. _; 

"It was Isaiah who called upon us 'to do well; relieve the oppressed; judge the father­
! less; plead for the widow.' 

"It aaddens me to find America failing to do all it should, alli it could. 
; 
;·: 

"Last year over five million Americans received some quantitie~ of surplus food from 
our bulging warehouses. But under this Administration, the law ha~ .' been administred so that 
only those commodities in super-abundant supply have been made ave.i,llable for these direct 
distributions of .. ">od for the needy. 

"Cornmeal, dried skim milk and flour are all wonderful commodities -~ but should an 
American child be expected to live on these alone? 

' 
"As Chairman of an Agriculture subcommittee, I held hearings l-ast y~ar on measures 

which would have made grants to localities for distribution of these foo.ds and many others 
to families and corr~unities in need. 

"It distressed me -- as it should all America -- that the White House opposed these 
improvements. Why? Because it was claimed that it would unbalance th~ budget. But is 
the budget purely a matter .of dollars? Is there no room on the balance scale for human 
needs or feelings? · 

"Despite Administration opposition, we did get through the Congr~ss a modest food stamp 
program. But already Mr. Benson has announced that 'he does not inte~d to put that program 
into effect. 

"In addition to alleviating those suffering frbm poverty today, we must eeek to 
eliminate those factors that tend to perpetuate economic distress. 

"We must provide adequate education for every i child. This means new classrooms, more 
and better trained and paid teachers, scholarships{and improved c~rriculum. 

' ' ' i 
"We must have a housing program big enough fo;r- a growing AmeJtica -- housing for all 

slum clearance -- clean and modern neighborhoods. ; · 

"We must bring the blessings of medical progress to all our people -- more aud better 
hospitals-- and adequate supply of doctors, nurse~ and technicia.n,s. 

. ' 
"I have merely touched on some of the obligations of our so~iety in this basic area 

in the midst of our so-called prosperous society. , 

"We must not be fooled by slogans. We must face up to the facts of life as we find 
them, and then organize ourselves and all our resources for the Job I have outlined today. 

i 
"For I ask you: How can we bring peace to the world, how dan we maintain our moral 

and spiritual leadership in the world, if we fail to demonstrat~ a capacity for taking care 
of our own people -- their needs, their hopes, their very liTes; 



WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE - JANUARY 25, 1960 

f~$u~ 

~ ~~ rwr . 
The fact that the West Virginia legislature is grappling with 

/ questions of su~~lying food f_::r t~: hun~ry and ~:~er. :lf:~ m::ures 

points up the bitter fact that the prosperity we hear so much about is 

~~II 0/ 
not a general prosperity- A.-t. V t'tU~f 

are too many distressed areas in this country -~ too many 

pockets of depression and despair~- for any American to feel 

about our national strength ~~_,/t..L,_,Ji10~"'11 

job in the United States. That is 

job of providing ecurity for all our people. 

I want to talk to you about one aspect of this general problem ~-

of eliminating once and for all the disgraceful amount of 

poverty and economic stagnation that still exists in this 

richest land of the world. ------.--.. .................... . 
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J(Poverty is always a tragedy, ~n~_t;=e and any p;_ace. But --
1 poverty in a land that is enjoying a national product close to 

li m n uaatt...,.. 

500 billion dollars is more than a tragedy. It is a national scandal. 
-

5 em ·- ~ - a z 1 .,,. 

~According to official government figures, there were in-195~ 

no less than 11,000,000 families -- families, mind you -- with total 

family incomes of less than $3000 a year -- less than $58 a week. 

Six million of these families had incomes actually less than $2000 

a year -- less than $39 a week . In addition, there were about 

5 million persons living alone whose incomes were under $1500 a year --

under $29 a week. 
--~~~~~~~~ 

' I 

the almost fifty million poor people living in~ica 
,... .--•:r -~ ... ~ ~· -..~ ;Qti'w. ~.A.-~ 

These are 

in the middle of the twentieth century. 

we provide more for 

those who have enough; the test of our progress is whether we provide 
""~" .. ~ 
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There is no single, s impl~ solution to the problem of poverty --

just as there is no single, simple cause of poverty. It must be 

_.J • 
attacked on Qvery fron . 

What are some of these fronts? 

vital front concerns the aged. 

----

of the aged. The time has come to act. 

In addition to many other things, Congress must pass a measure 

which will provide hospitalization and nur sing home care and other 

services for our elderly people as matter of earned benefits under our 

social security law. We must forge ahead on medical research. The 
·~'-- ~~~ 

dread disease of cancer must be conquered. 
"------·--· # .... ,,_,.,.._ . • ~>¥•· !lflt-~·•.M¥111& All. lk,PfillVI'i'"~~ 
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[What about the wage earner? After all, most of the low-income 

families are headed by wage-earners. It is clear that the greatest 

hope for eliminating poverty is regular employmen~decent wages - .... ~~-.../\. ..... _.....,.,,.;;m;;;iiiliOiiiffii~· -

for America's wage-earners. 

£('That means a number of things. 

-- It means making it easier 
;::::::::'> 

not harder -- for unions to 

organize the unorganized and bring them the economic benefits of 

collective bargaining. 

~ It means r~isin~ the fe~e:a: ~inimum wage at once to at least 

$1.25 -- and, even more importantly extending the coverage of the --
Fair Labor Standards Act to millions not now covered. 

~ It means at long last doing something about the one million 

migrant farm workers who, on the average, work l~ss than 150 days 
...... ,_·,# . :-'· ~-- .._, ""'~~~t<t~'W'*'IM!.JI!iliL4B!il•+4•._11lr 

} 
I • a year-- and these at miserable wages and under disgraceful condi~ions l 

... .. + ~ /If~~~-·'" -----.-..-~--~~ 1 

of housing, transportation and child labor. 

more ... 
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-~It means restoring the ~ono~~=lt; of dozens of 

chronically ~eg~~sed ~!~· I am sure you share the bitter regret 

that the President vetoed the dis tressed areas bill, as well as 

another bill that has so much meaning for your state -- the Coal 

Research Bill . 
...-=-

~ This arga redevelopment or distressed areas legislation would 

provide two badly-needed programs -- one to retrain unemployed 

workers to take new 'Rinds of jobs in new industry, and the other to 

encourage new industry to establish itself in the distressed areas 

--------------
through long-term, low-interest government financing. 

-~ 

is even more that the Federal and State governments can do 

together. Let me outline some of the other basic featur es of a 

program to pr ovide for area redevelopment. 

---------------------*--

I propose that government undertake broad programs for the 

restoration of basic health to the distressed areas, such as: 
"' 

mor e ... 
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1. The concentration of authorized public works programs 

designed to lay the base for greatly expanded future productivity of 

. the areas-- to provide more efficient transportation facilities, 

more and cheaper power 
... 

• ...,;.tlii • .. "'""'·'~-----

and greatly 

areas. 

act as immediate stimulants 

~~_. .... _.by providing additional jobs ~workers and markets for 
--~--~-·~-~ ~-

businessmen of the area. 

making greater use of the raw materials and natural r~sources of the 
.. tnser tt w 

distressed areas, and to find additional outlets for existing industry 

and new outlets for the latent wealth of the area. 

3. The immediate consideration by the Federal Government of an 

export subsidy on coal where foreign competition and cut-rate prices 
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~A determined effort to find greater uses for our vast coal 

resources in our foreign aid program, particularly to the underdeveloped 

countries that are beginning their industrialized programs. 

~) --Endi~g economic distress and expanding our economy also means 

bringing our unemployment insurance system up to date so that wage 

earners do not become paupers when deprived of work through no 
::z; __.... 

fault of their own. More than one of every three unemployed in 1958 

received no unemployment insur ance, and millions exhausted the 

inadequate benefits to which they were entitled. 

more ... 
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/-Ending economic distress means eliminating discrimination in 
e • r -= me- 'WnBSL 

employment which all too often keeps Negroes and other minority groups 
.,. ••• :~ 1 r 11· :sm~Wii"'t&'%ttt1lliWili, 

from obtaining jobs which their talent and training entitle them to. 
c::::::::=asv 

~It means improving the skills and education of wo rkers 

unable to meet the needs of a rapidly changing technology. 

All of these things, and more, must be done to give Americans 

a better chance to lead dignified lives of gainful employement. 

more ... 
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I have spoken many times -- and will again -- on the plight of 

the American farm family. I wish today merely to place this issue 

in the context of the basic theme of this address. Certainly, the 

eu1:se of poverty can never be eliminated from America unless we do 

---· ..... ~ -· 
justice to the family farmers of our nation who have given us this 

c " 

tremendous abundance of food and fiber. 

Through my Family Farm Program Development Act, I have proposed 

legislation which will provide a measure of security for our farm 

families and will at the same time better utilize our food and fiber 

products as a powerful force for peace and world economic development. 

J( Our primary goal must be decent wages or other private income 

if~a•••••~'auRaa'•••~•ii for every American family or individual. But there 

will always be some families without breadwinners -- and there will 

always be individuals unable to provide for themselves. 

more ... 
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( It was Isaiah who called upon us "to do well; relieve the 

oppressed; judge the fatherless; plead for the widow." 

It saddens me to find America failing to do all it should -- all 

it could. 

Last year, over five million Americans received some quantities 

of surplus food fuom our bulging warehous es. 

commodities in super-abundant supply 

~C~eal, dried ! kim milk and :lour are all wonderful commodities --

but should child be expected to live on these alone? 

As Chairman of an Agriculture subcommittee, I held hearings last 
::....-

year on measures which would have made grants to localities for 

distribution of these foods and many others to families and communities 
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distressed me -- as it should all America -- that the White 

House opposed these improvements. Why? Because it was claimed that 

it would unbalance the budget. But is the budget purely a matter 

---
of dollars? Is there no room on the balance scale for human needs 

- -
or feelings? -

Despite Administration opposition, we did get through the Congress 

a modest food stamp program. But already 
e : ::: : .~ ..., 

that he does not intend to put that program into effect. 

In addition to alleviating those suffering from poverty today, 

we must seek to eliminate those factors that tend to perpetuate 

economic distress. --

We must provide adequate education for every child. This means 

new classrooms, more and better trained and paid teachers, scholarships 

and improved curriculum. 
- ~. '1 

more ... 
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J We must have a housing program big enough for a growing America --

housing for all -- slum clearance clean and modern neighborhoods . 
.. )111'' 

'1 ----· - , 

! We must bring the blessings of medical progress to all our people 

- ·--~-' 

more and better hospitals -- an adequate supply of doctors, nurses 

and technicians. 

~I have merely touched on some of the obligations of our society 

in this basic area of eliminating poverty in .the midst of our so-called 

prosperous society, and creating social justice for all . 

. f 

/ We must not be fooled by slogans. We must face up to the facts 
"""' 

of life as we find them, and then organize ourselves and a l l our 

resources for the job I have outlined today. 
---""--- ~--- ·-- ------

For I ask you: How can we bring peace to the world, how can we 

maintain our mo r al and spiritual leadership in the world, if we fail 

~ to demonstrate a caRacit~ f or taking care of our own people -- their 

needs, their hopes, their very lives. 

"" 
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