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PLAN NOW FOR DISARMAMENT CONVERSION
T0 PEACE OPPORTUNITIES
(Eau Claire)

Today our power of reason 1is
staggered and our sense of proportion
is shattered when we realize how much
this country spemds for works of war.
We exhaust more than $40 billion every
year just for military purposes. The
cost of'Just one Polaris submarine is
more than $100 million. Nine per cent

of our total gross national product
is devoted to defense. And almost 60

per cent of your tax dollar 1is eaten
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up in the effort to buy, maintain and
staff the facilities and weapons of
war.

These high costs of security
are necessary, because the Free World
has been threatened by the vast mil-
itary power of the Soviet Union. But
today there are signs of progress on
the long, frustrating road to dis-
armament. Soviet Premier Khruschev
is shifting many.of the energies and
resources of Communism from military
to economic efforts. Hope is in-
creasing that an agreement to reduce

arms: can and will be achieved in

the near future.

0



C

....Page 3

A significant reduction of
arms and a halt to the arms race
would have massive effects on our
economy. But we can not listen to
those who say that our economy would
be thrown completely out of balance
if heavy production of arms ended.
Our American economic system is not

so weak that it must be geared
permanently to big defense spending.
We have the genius to adjust.

America should visualize
not Jjust problems, but opportun-
ities if disarmament is achieved.
With a significant reduction of

arms, America could accept these

challenges:
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Switch the spending of
pillions from works of
war to constructive
works of peace.

Turn our full talents
and resources to de-
velopment of a better
life for all citizens.
Devote the efforts of
our Government to
long-neglected public
works projects.

Build more and better
schools, homes, hos-
pitals, highways and
airports.

Reduce taxes to allow

each citizen to buy
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more for his family
and thus spur pro-
duction.

The problems, of course, can not
oe minimized. When the arms race is
halted -- and ultimately it must be --
America can not simply stumble into
a new era of change and challenge.
Industries and businesses must be
ready to switch from a defense
economy to a peace economy. Fac-
tories must be ready to turn out
products of peace instead of
weapons of war. Planning is
needed, but there are no plans.

The Administration has refused
to take any steps to prepare
America economically for disarm-

ament.
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I urge that the President
appoint an expert commission to
spark this planning. We must draw
together our business and industrial
leaders, the leaders of organized
labor, our scientists and profes-
sional men and state and local
officials to prepare America to
meet the problems imposed by
disarmament and to achieve the
great opportunities that disarma-

ment will offer us.

(G5

o

D



Tenight I wvant to talk with you sbout our vital
needs to invest in the future -- /merica’s TuUBWI€ ce...
Vigconsin'es future....your futwe.

There are men who say thet it is useless to talk
of each day. meumemm
of tomorrov.

But ve ¢f this great northers vegion of the
next momth, for next year. Ve knov the sting end fury

of winter, 50 we have the wisdom to prepare our homes
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fair westhor of Fall and sey: “Everythisg's fine todeys
e SRR R 1
Life is mot kiod to the msarsighted. It damands
plov his fields end said ‘I can't afford & tvector.”?
What would bappen 0 the merchent who refused to
atock bis shelves and sald "I can't afford the merchandiss.”?
Viat would bappen to the carpenter Who refused to
e i s e i
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while the fersighted farmers, merchents end carpenters
would be reaping the bemefits.

Our lMtion must have the tools. It must invest
in the futuve i It wents $0 reep the bemefits of its
full potemtisl.

Where would Americs be todesy 1f cur fathers
and their fethers hed not luvested in the futwwe?

Qur people would mot be skilled 1f ‘merica
hed not fnvested in a public school systes. Our
communities vould not be productive if America hed
not invested in such projects es the Tennessee Valley

futbority. Our lands would ot be green and full it
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fmorica hed not invested in e system of Mstiomsl
Ferks end Forests.

The investments of wise men ten yeers agn,
30 years age, 100 yesrs ago have mads our Nation
strong today.

fmerica can not stop now. It cannot heed
the whimpers of feerful and lazy mwen who ssy!
‘Bverything's fine today. Why worry about tomorrow?
Vo can't afford the tools.”

1 say we cen and pust efford the tools to
butld for America’s future.

Ve must invest ia our educationsl systom. Owr
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children and future gemerations of children need

We wust isvest in our defense. Our strength
must be maintained 1€ we ave to avert the thrests
of wvar.

Vo must tavest in our health. Our country
mmmm.mmm

We must invest in Owr mobility. Our coonomy
needs highweys and @irports 1f 1t is to grow end expend.

fmerice yill grov if ve make these investments

ia the future. If not, Amsrice could bocome stagnant,
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wveak and -~ in the end -- impoverished.
Tonight, I am avare that Wisconsin is &
key to the growth of ouwr great Midwest heartland,

and to the nation itself.
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Hisconsin will grov. There is no doubt about
thet. It ia rich in the basic resources nsedsd
by all of the country and all of the world. It has
the magniticent productive power to utilize those
resources. Its citizems ere & hard-working,
enterprising people with the will and the skill to
grov and prosper.

Today we have oue ool to relesse Wiscensin's
tremendous omorglos. Ve have & channsl through
which Wisconsin's products and goods cea flow.

We dave & vitel link batwoen Wisconsia and the world.

We have the St. Lewrence Sesvay.
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Ihmmﬂmmm&cmm
ummwmmm
goods.
umamm_m”m
end services.
It moans more jobe through o rise of your J’?ﬁ
business end infdustrial ectivity.
It means faster grovih and expansion of your
pors eities.
A1 of us rejoice in the mesning and impact of the
Ste Lowrence Jemway.

Thais 15 ot & selfish reaction. Ve know that
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the prosperity sparked by the Seaway will uot be
confined to @ fev cities on the shores of the
bosder on the Soawsy system. Thay have &
mdﬁm Nine other Midwest
states -~ with a population of 17 milldon --
vill enjoy increased flow of trads to seavay
ports. mmmummmm
of this heartland of America -- here -~ is a
dominant fmctor in the economic health of the
whole nation.

But as we rejolice, we do not forget the

sregtoall HWMﬂlmu
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develop the Seaway. Ve do not forget the lesson
ve lsarned in the herd W-yeer fight for the
Jeavey.

I vas in on that fight. I was co-sponsor
nmm-m;mmwuq. 1
ves the sponsor of the Seawey when the Democrats
were in the majority of the Clst and B2nd Congresses,
working with Representative John Blataik. I did
uot give just lip-service end luke-warm support
to the Ssaway. xmmuhmm
approval by Congress. And in the process, I leamned

the lesson. The lesson is this: When the Midwest
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wants scmething, it must be united in its effort.
mm.ummmmm.ur

But make no mistake. The Seaway was bitterly
opposed end effectively Gelayed by powerful, united
interests. The messive weight of Eastern reilroad
end shipping interest wes placed epainst the Seavay.
Timo after time, nerrov sectionsl groupe stood firm
egminst the Seevay.

They sald the nation ‘could uot afford’ the
Seevay. mmmmmmw.

That is vy the fight lasted 40 years. Thet is wiy
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up 50 much of thelr resources and ensrgles until
nowv.

The Midvest cennot vever now. We have the
m.m It can be the body of & now economic
life. Tts hands end arms must be the Great lakes
ports which can reech imto the heart of Ancrica
and drav out her weslth.

You in iWisconsin are ready for the challenge.
You have ianvested wiheely for the grest opportunity
of the Seavay. You have 25 citiss end towns with
developed port facilitics. You have 13 harbors

veseals.
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leaders in world commerce.

Milveukee is yowr magnificent ecxampla. latt
year -- the firgt in which the Sesway wes in
operstion -~ almost 200,000 tous of cargo moved
in end out of the Fort of Milwsukee. That wves
thres times the emount of cargo handled in the
previgus non-seavsy yeer of 1550. You can thenk
the vision of your leaders end the hard work of
your people for this tremendous boost.
must contimue. Your ports must be further developed

to accommodate the deep-@raft vessels widch will flow



- CY

into the lakes in even grester mmbers when the

Tue Corps of Engineers is now working on plans
for thess port developmente. Hecently, Corps
officials made this statement.

Every improvemett must be & sound investment.”

I agroee.

Pedersl funds cennot be spent unless they
will reap broad benefits to the ecoucmy end the
people. And I say that Wiscousin and its ports
are sound investwents.

mmm
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it lsast thet much more must be invested
in the next few yoars to prepare fully Wisconsin's
ports for the challenge of the Seavey.

Late this year end eerly nsxt yoar the Corps of
funds for Wisconsin port development. These will
be recomendstions for "sound lmvestments.”

Congress and the Mresident must act on these
recomsendations, 80 our fight is not finished.

I G0 not doubt for & mimute thet poverful
rempin Blind to the fect tiet owr vitality if the

nation's vitality. They will ignore the pressing
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needs to invest in America's future. They will say
“Americe cennot efford it.”

ind I do not deubt for @ minute that e
Republicen Administretion would remmin blind to
mn&ﬂmw. Again and agnin we have
geen the budgets of the present Administretion ignore,
slash or veto recosmendations for herbor development.

lot oo just sey this, my fgends. When the
before the Govermment in the winter of 1560 ead 1361,
we hed better have an Administration which is conscious
of the aeeds of the Midwost and is willing te meke sound

investments in the future.
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Lot us stand strong end united. Ve of the

Midwost must meet the pressures of other arees
ot with 8 nerrow, sectiomal approsch but with
an honest, ressonsble comeern for the grovth aad
prosperity of the hesrtland of jmerice. Ve have
the vision and the wisdom to do the Pb. Ve need

only the unity of other sreas to fialsh the Jjob.

Hagch 2, 1350
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