
I ' m pleased with the huge 11H11 which you have over here on the 
wall --- with the st ates on one ~ich are in the Farmers for Humphrey 
group --- and on the other side Nhich lists some of the farm bills Bf which 
I have b/:~n the chief author . ' fh.LlL-[ 2 

~ese bills which I have introduced don ' t ~epresent the thinking 
of Habert HumPb!ey, they re resent the best thinking of many, many working 
farmers and jeny farm grou -and commodity lea ers . 

I8ve had the privilege on working with some great friends of the 
farmer in the Senate and in the House. 

My colleague Senator McCarthy of Minnesota and the great Congressm:Ja 
George McGovern of South Dakota are sponsors 1-rith me of the 11Family Farm 
Pro gram Development Act . 

~ I was joine~sponsoring s. 1821, the D~ Marketing Act, by the lJln 
great dairy leader and Congressman from the Ninth f istrict in \Visconsj,n, (} _....,.,. 
Lester Johnson. \ $tt /}'V['&t·V-c'~S-k~#OL? ~ ~ 

On the bill for ho inc.entiv•e payments, the co- sponsor on 
the House side 

~------~---------~ ~~9 
Rep . Miller joined me in sponsoring the egg and poultry stabilization 

ct , s. 2516 . 

~ On T~ I~tion~l Food f.Qr Peace Act , I ' ve had help from a number [ . Mr'Vj of colleagues , bebator Carroll of Colorado , benator McGee of Wyoming, Senator 
t s nr oney of Oklahoma, Senator Hart of Michigan, Senator Church of Idaho . 

(~~~~ Again on the school milk appropriation bills I ' ve worked shoulder to 
/1V?JJ lt/l s~oulder with many from tne dairy states. c 13-f~--tt:P rrcz.t/( 
, #t~fl You remember mw REA bill, s. 144 to restore the REA loan- making 
~~ authority to the REA administrator9 This bill was passed by the Congress and 

vetoed by the President . This bill was called the ~phrey-Price bill, the 

co-sponsors in the Senate . ~ ~ ~ YVt.<..M , ~
0use sponsor being Congressman Price of Illinois. On that bill I had 24 

Senator Murr~ of Montana~was associated with me on mw bill to 
r estore the authority of the farmer- elected committees . ! 

It ' s a long list . I 've worked with every individual in the Congress 
who was sincerely trying to accomplish something worthwhile for farmers . 

On/ the su ar act tens·on bill in the ~enate , there are 44 sponsors 
in addition to IDlfSe f --- almost a major1 y r1ght there . After all, there ' s 
nothing so different about the sugar program. We ' d just like to get a 
comparable program going on some of the other commodities . 

Producers of each commodity could make the deeisions themselves under 
the Humphrey Famzbly Farm Progr~ lJevelop~ent ~c~ . __ . {----- _.../"' 

- . -- rr~~Rtl 
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IA(J~ ~ Young Democratic Clubs of Wise . 
,_.--y) /7) Afli~ ~/1., cr ~~e ' Wi cons.~n 
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A YOUTHFUL SPIRIT FOR AMERICA 

- . -1---::n~ .--\tU'-4¥£ 
~v~~ 

good to be with you tonight, because I feel at 

~ I feel at home not just because I am a Midwesterner and 

one of your neighbors, but because I identify with the spirit 

and mood of Young Democrats. 

~You young D mocrats don't like-----=====;-

doi.~· 

~l 
~Young Democrats ~~ the core _o_f_a __ p_r_o_b_lem or i!sue, and 

they want to hear a man who talks bluntly and honestly. 
-~ 

~Well, I'm that kind of man . 
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~I say what I think, no matter what the organized experts advise . 

wMiillC 
~Fence-straddling and hazy talk is a sign of old 

i1 
age , and we 

-= 
s e_e_t_o_o_m_a_n_y_s_u_ch __ s_i_g_n_s_i_n_G_o_v_e_r_n_m_e_n_t __ t=v 
ker 

in 

I 

I 

in 

, ~The Republican Administration is old in spirit. The results 

are weakness and fear. 
~> :::3 
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? 

;\It is weakness when the Administration sees obstacles looming 

larger than the challenge to overcome them. 

is weakness when the Administration can think only 
: ~ 

of reasons for not doing things, instead of discovering ways 

~ 
to do them. 

~It is when the Administration defends inaction, 

instead of acting to meet the critical needs of our age. 

~I am saddened when I hear America -- the richest Nation in 

· ~ ' - ==· 
the world --making excuses that she can't afford to help 

other nations build their economies. 

~am ashamed when I think of millions of people throughout 

~ 
the world in the grip of hunger, while America complains of the . 

;;:----

burden and cost of storing huge surpluses of food. 
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~ I am embarrassed when I think that America, a nation 

that led the technological revolution, that produced the 

atomic bomb in a brief five years, has been surpassed not 

just once but many times by a nation that forty years ago had 

little more than oxen and hoes. 

~What has happened_ to_America? What has happened to our 

muscle? What has happened to our will to achieve, to create, 
'~ 

to progress? 

~at has happened, I ask , to the America a[ t_h,....-e _ __ ---, 

~Those years cried out for Hadership --am the leadership was 

there in the person of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. ~ ~ D If!, 
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~Those years cried out for new ideas-- answers to new 

problems. And the answers were found. 

/ f)u-zt;;~ 
~oday, again wear~ challenge~, -but th~.-~~----~ of 

our response is gone. Instead of vigor, we have fear. We do 

not move, because an 
·~ 

own fear. 

~ ~ 

is paralyzed by its 
~ 

J It is afraid of inflation, and afraid of deflation. 

~--
is afraid of full employment, and afraid of unemployment. k 

~tis 

--------------·-·-

afraid of abundance, and afraid of shortage. 

'-~-----::=-======~ 

~e Administration does not see opportunities. Oh, no. 

The fear is too broad and too deep. The Administration sees 
'----- ---

everything as a problem. 
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~sees an increasing population as a~roblem, not 
-- - -~·----· --

opportunity to develop a rich and expanding economy. 
·.~ 

as an 

~t sees abundant food as a problem , not as an opportunity 

to ease the hunger of onhers and lay the solid foundations for 

peace. 

even sees treeager faces of children as a £roblem, not 
g :==s== 

as an opportunity to improve our educational system for a more 

skilled people.~-+~~ 
~ 

~e Democrati c Administration of the thirties did not 

see the youth of the Nation as a problem and merely cluck its 

tongue over the evils of juvenile delinquency. Roosevelt built t e 

CCC, and thousands of young men went into our forests and parks t 

work for conservation of our great natural resources. 

~Well, America needs another CCC, and that's one of the thing 

I'm working for. But what does the Administmtion say to that? 
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It says a Youth Conservation Corps would cost too much . This 

Administration doesn't mind giving billions of bankers by 

raising interest rates. But it can't afford to spend a few 

million dollars to build human and natural resources th~ough 

a YCC. 

The Republican Party has always been known as the party of 

the Grand Old Fogeys. 

The Madison Avenue crowd tells us that this is the era 

of Modern Republicanism , that the Old Guard is on the wane and 

that the Young Turks are in the saddle. 

But all they are trying to say is that the Old Fogeys have 

been replaced by Young Fogeys. 

My friends, we are not going to send rockets to the moon - -
as long as we are led by a bunch of Fogeys - Old or Young. 
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We are not goi9g to close the science gap or the space 

gap or the missile gap with the Russians as long as we are 

led by Fogeys - Old or Young. 

We are not going to meetthe economic threat of the Russians 

to "bury" us as long as we are led by Fogeys - Old or Young. ~;< 

~ 
Whatever else he may be, Mr. Khrushchev is Makefo mistake. 

young in spirit. I have met him face to face, and I know that 

no challenge is to great for him - whether it be the challenge of the 

Free World or the challenge of his colleagues in the Kremlin 

for supremacy in the Soviet Union. 

/r shudder at the ruthlessness of the methods Khrushchev 
-- -----......., 

uses to meet those challenges, and I do not for a moment propose 

that we imitate them. 
~--

I merely ask that we recognize we are up against an 

-- --.__:. 

adversary who is determined to meet challenges, surmount 

_..., ___ -·-
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obstacles and solve problems. 

~We can't meet Khrushchev's youthful spirit with an aged 

and worn spirit of fear. 

/ America had_..::.b:.::e:..:t:..:t~e"'-'r=---'b"'e....,g~1..._· n.....__,_t~h~i~n~k:.:!:i~n~gl.._!l:..::e:..::s:..:::..s about how we can ' t H ~-
do this and can't afford that, and begin thinking more about 

how we can use our full powers and energies in the cause of 
a--

freedom and progress. 

~The /' 

unde)'S tand 

I 

it here. know 

spirit of ybuth. 

I . 

f_o_r-+-.-r-ogre 1 have 

I 
the I 

I 

zest 

) 
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11 fail to 

meet the chall nges of our age and sink to a se 

We cannot sit in the sun as the sh aow of an alien 

power passes 

hands, my friends, because it 

is hard to budge somethin 

youth to do the job. 

But sometimes I w nder if our party has lost some of the scrap and 

youthfulness at once characterized it. \ 

\ 
',, 

I am not one to pick a fight solely for partisan advantage. 

from such a fight. The country suffers; our party 

But I deeply believe that the Democratic Party has not 

only a right but a duty to draw the issues and to stand clearly on one 

side or the other. 
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~Our job is to fight bad public policy wherever we see it, 

no matter how popular the man behind trepolicy. Our job is 

to fight for good public policy -- for the people if you will -- · 

whenever we have a chance to do so. Our job is to write a record 

a Democratic record, that every voter in the country can recognize 

- e;-yJ/-
clearly and judge reasonably . ~~J.-~ 

(Our target is elusive~~...._k_n_o_w_h_i_s_n_a_m_e_-_-_N_i_x_o_n_. __ H_e_i_s __ -i 

the master fence-stradd£r. One day he is a loyal horse in the 

tired old team pulling a sagging Administration . The next day he 

is the wild stallion galloping off by himself. 

~ I've watched him when he had to come down off the fence. 

Oh, it's a sad sight. Just last month he was forced to break a 

tie vote in the Senate on legislation to increase aid to education. 

He winced. He squirmed. He gulped. And then he cast a vote 

against the s:hoo l-aid forces. 
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~This is what we mus t ......_,d=::o=i=n=t=h=e=c=om=i=n-g~c_a_m_p_a_~~· gn. We must 

pin down this elusive target named Nixon and force him to reveal 
:::r-=-

what he is and what he stands for. 

do this, the Democratic Party can not straddle the fence. 

Our program and goals must be as distinct and pointed as a spear. 
~ ..,.-:;:::::: ~ 

Our record must be as solid and strong as a shield. 
=p ~ 

~ When the battle 
~-

is on, we cannot have a candidate whose 

record and shield is ready-made and paper-thin, no matter how 
~ ==' 

colorful and expensively-adorned it maybe. 

~ust have a candidate whose 

record and shield is solid, strong and well-tested over the 

years. 

~One ofthe things you must look at when you are judging a 

candidate, whether in this Wisconsin primary or in the Fa ll 

election, is his constance - his faithfulness to principle 

-
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year in and year out. 

LWhen you find a man changing his stand on issues during 

an election year, beware of that man , for his beliefs may no 

spring from deep conviction. 

~ou must ask yourself: Was this man always on the side 

of the farmer? Or is this just an election-year affair? 

~ he always for flood control and public power? Or did 

he vote against such programs before this election year? 

! ' My record is my shield. 
~~=-----~====-

It is constant, because my beliefs 

and convictions are deep and enduring. 
=--

count myself as a liberal, and I am proud of it. I count 

myself as a friend of the farmer, and I have never deserted him. 

I count myself a friend of labor, and I have never run out on 

the working man . I am a friend of education - yes, Federal 
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to education. I am concerned about the health of our people --

yes, our elderly people. 

~have voted to help the farmer, the working man, the student 

and the elderly not just this year -- but last year, and the year 

before that, and in every year since I entered public life. 

~ have voted every year for civil rights, and I will 

not compromise now to win support from those who would deny 

equal justice to all citizens. 

~Take a good, hard look at Humphrey's record, my friends. 

Take a good, hard look at it, and remember that I will not 

change tomorrow or next week or next Ball just to woo voters on 

the top of the fence or the other side of the fence. 
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conviction 
I 

i 
Democratic Pf{'rty win in November, and only 

I : 
youth an~rogress ca~ A~~ rica reach 

/ --- :I 
freedom, security and~osperity. 



--AMERICA'S RAY 

by 
enator Hubert H. Humphrey 

LaCrosse, Wisconsin 
March 19, 1960 

long, our national farm policy 

Regrettably, it has been marred by 

distortions of fact by recriminations, by 

misinformation, by a belittling of agriculture's 

basic ro~n our economy, and by attempts to 

turn city people against farm people. 
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~Controversy is neither wrong nor harmful, 

if it is aimed at constructive purpose. Spirited 

debate is helpful in a democracy, and necessary 

to the formulation of public opinion. But out 

of it should always come decision -- and progress. 

;(1 nfort nate ly, t 

~It is going to take agricultural states-

manship to get us back on the road to progress, 

----· ---·--.... __ ;-. 
and itB going to take it from the White House. 

The fundamental issues involved are too vital 

to the entire nation to be considered in a 

vacuum; they must be regarded as an essentialj?~~ 
~~~£?17- / 
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is and 

should be a major issue in the approaching 

Presidential election. I disagree ~ngly ~ -
some who say farm policy should be kept "out of 

politics. 11 

~ol~ and political activity is the 

lifeblood of democracy. It is the means of 
......... ~ - a::d2 

translating the views of our citizens into 

public policy, the ballot box. 

olitic 

I 
expr. / ss 
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-----------~ 

But to some of us, making farm policy a 

major political issue means far more than just 

having rival candidates bid for farm support 

with hollow election-year promises which have --
become a mockery of deception in the pas~. 

" ---
-) What is needed, instead, is a sear~in~ 
h ~ ---- .~ 

appraisal of what has happened to agriculture, 

how we got into the trouble we now face, what 
- ~, ------------------~ 

can and should be done aboQt it -- and which of 

the potential national leaders has the depth 
~ 

of understanding to really care about farm 

people, and the vigor and determination to 

-=--
fight effectively for their welfare. 

~Perha~s I am wrong, Yet from years of 

experience working closely with farm people of 
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our nation, I am convinced they are concerned 

with t finding a national leader with 
~ ;::::--~ 

real depth to his convictions about the human -.1-fl$_-c , _____ f 
-· ~ /) 
values of rural life~ phey are looking for p~rf1c~ 
~.,- <== -/ 

depth ~ determination to find better ways 

of bringing equality of opportunity to 

agriculture. They no longer are willing to ---
grasp blindly at any election-year straw of ,.. 
campaign promises about farm panaceas or cu~ 

alls. ~ 
~~amily doctor who really cares 

about them 
(Y I( 

; not a medicine show pitch-man with 

a newly-concocted quack remedy. 
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1 They want someone concerned about the basic 

trends in the farming pattern of our country. 

i( They want someone who has taken the time to 

study and~ally understand the fundamental ~ 

q~ ~ 
foodfl in our economy, and the firm foundation~ 

widely dispersed farm ownership provides for our 

free enterprise democratic way of life. 

their own 

young people 

in agrie?lture, and someone who can help 

convince the non-farm population of our nation 

their stake in a strong agricultural economy. 

~hey want someone with the imagination and 

courage to create and try 

determination to find solutions, instead of 
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throw his hands up in bewilderment. 

~Make no mistake about it:, Better solutions 

can be found, and must be found, to the complex 

economic and social problems confronting rural 

America and its currently depressed economy. 

~Solutions can b~ found that are far more in the 

national interest, and far less costly to 

taxpayers. 

The present mess is inexcusable. A 
----------~ 

government that cannot find better ways to provide 

economic justice for its own agricultural producers 

appears ridiculous in trying to assume world 

leadership, and telling other nations how to 
~----------------------·----

conduct their affairs. 

r 
f 
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For example, a nation that cannot figure 

out what to do with undistributed abundance in 

a world of the hungry, hardly seems qualified 

to: be competing in a race into outer space. 

Enough constructive legislation is pending 

before the Congress right now to turn the tide 

of American agriculture upward -- but it can never 

bec;:~::m::::e:::::::l::::a=w==o==v::e::r==a==P=r=e::s::i=d=e=n=t=i_a_l_v_eto! ~g~ 
legislati~e authority is actually already on the 

books to bolster the farm economy, if we had 

~~~~ 
a Secretary of Agriculture willing to use his 

power effectively. 
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~But the truth is that nothing really effective 
S£22S ~ 

can be accomplished for you and the nation until 

the highest office in the land is occupied by 
;;; 

someone with the will to see it done. 

/ It is time the power of t~ was 
) ~ --e-----

l\ ~e:.d LL!Lll ~ .. J ••••e to protect American agriculture~~~ 

can be done. And, eventually, it will 

be done. But it will take a Democratic President 

to do it. 
~ ~9-. ~g~a~4~1•1'-G~·~~!iaii'ii~a.anenti]~~I am a candidate 

for President of the United States. ~ 

~his great throng of farm friends is a tribute 

that deeply touches me. It gives me the courage 

I need to fight on in your behalf. 
·~ 

~~==~~====~---
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J I know we think alike. We have worked 
L, ~ 

shoulder-to-shoulder together too long to be 

otherwise. 

~ ( :::uch as your support is helpful to me, 

it is not my fight alone that we are concerned 

with here today. It is your fight too. I am 

merely your symbol, and your spokesman. If I 

~ 
succeed,flyou succeed in doing something 
~ ~ --=:_ 

constructive for yourself and your fellow 

raemers.;(rr.I~l, you have suffered another - · 

setback. 

- < Together, we can win -- for you and for the 

nation. 

4-use you are such a friendly audience, 

I want to; be quite candid with you. I have no 
· ~ ---; 



J 
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doubt but that I could whip this throng 

into an enthusiastic frenzy by lambasting Ezra 

Taft Benson, and deploring what he and his fellow 

Republicans have done to you. 

~Perhaps it would attract more attention in 

the national press, and perhaps it would even help 

win me the votes I need in Wisconsin. 

Yet what purpose would it really serve? 

An -U..~~(~ 
Your peC5iFGi?rs and your deflated bank 

-----

:.ccounts, your ~i~her mortgage i~d~t~ 

and high interest rate burden, tell you more 

dramatically 

hij» A b iri.f'ti'W in these last seven lean years. 
~-

~ The farm auction list in ~rural~ A ~ ~ 
new~aper tells yo~amatically ~ 
t(!LW ~at our dwindling farm population 
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~~being squeezed off the land by economic hardship. 

You know better than most how strongly I 

feel on key farm issues. You know the long, 
~ 

consistent fight I have carried on in your 

behalf. You know it has been a constructive 
-s:::: 

fight, not just a negative fight -- you know that 

~ 

I have continually been in the forefront of 

offering new legislation Ol§?ijr 3 , and mobilizing 

behind it, rather than just criticize 

he failures of others. 

So it is in that spirit I want to concentrate 

today. I want to make more use of this occasion 

1)/M~ uv}~ 
that a mere"~ Bensonr' rally. 
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Ezra Benson will no longer be Secretary of 

Agriculture after January, 1961 -- whatever the 

~ -{-L .L4 ~v J'\__( 
outcome of this election. But that alone will 

!JL~ 
not solve ~ pro~ms. 

~Future farm policy is being decided in this 

election. It will be decided in part in the 

Wisconsin primary. It will be decided further _______..., 
at the Democratic National Committee's platform 

~ 

~·~~·in Los Angeles in July.~ will be 

further determined at the election of a new 

President in November. 

( 
( 

-
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~One of the reasons I am in this race is 
<;: ~ 

achieve a national sounding board to tell the 

American people things I feel they need to 
~ 

hear~~rhaps ~~from this meeting can 

help get across to the rest of the nation a 

to 

~ . ji)__A}.fl ~ 
story that tV 4.t a~;;:{M'~ bii5o ~ 
hear!l~~ ( 

That story is this: 

What is this farm policy fight 

real l y all about? 

~e have many representatives of national 

press and periodical syndicates here with us. 

They are the moulders of public opinion. Perhaps 

these remarks can give them something to think 

-~ 

about -- and others too ~~~~~~!bi~J~~·?iiil±t±~~~:C~r~ 
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Supposedly, the great national debate on 

farm policy has all been over differences of 

opinion about best methods to achieve the same 

objectives. 

~ The nation's press, in trying to over-simplify 

a complex issue, has led the country to believe 

that it is merely a fight between advocates of 

higher price supports and lower price supports, 

or no price supports at all. 

~tually, far more is involved. 

I can no longer accept as true the premise 

that this struggle is merely over differences 

as to how we can best achieve the same objectives 

for farm people. ------­h we really were in accord on the purpose 

and objectives of farm policy in this country 'C"" -=-==-:/..,.. '_I 
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reasonable men of good will long ago would 
- ~ ....,.,_ 

have resolved such differenees~AL gf bhe 

much more is 

involved than the best methods to achieve 

common objectives. 

smokescreen camouflage we are getting from 

00063 9 

high places, fundamental differenc~do exist 

over the objectives themselves -- over the pattern 

of agriculture we should have in America. 
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._ .......... flush those differences out in 

the open, ,.....discuss them franklye liE will : uaabt• 

The real issue is the right to economic survival 

of America's traditional family farm pattern of 

agriculture -- the most efficient the world has 

ever known and a solid bulwark of our free enter-

prise democracy. 

America's independently operated free 

family farm, where managerial skills, capital 

investment, and actual labor are all combined, 

where ownership carries with it an inherent pride -
in the care and conservation of our productive 

resources, where human and - or rural 

community life are not subjected to mere material - ... 
values or a soul-less corporation -- that is what 



-18-

is at stake. 
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~We are being led down a path that threatens 

this fundamental, basic American pattern with 

extinction. 

~We hear _;::a and .;::: concern about perpetuating 

our family farming pattern, and more and more about 

giving way to the presaures of mass operations. We 

hear more emphasis on mere bigness and so-called 

efficiency, and less on human values and social 

problems of rural livin . 
' 

This trend is deeply disturbing to me. 

~So-called bigness is not necessarily goodness. ~ 
So-called efficiency is not always decency and 

fair play. 
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1.. I am against collectivization of gu 6 4 a 
agriculture -- either by the Soviet pattern, 

or the corporate pattern of absentee-ownership. 

I seriously challenge the current sbhool 

of thought that "bigness" may be the answer. 

Currently the efficiency factor of mass corporate 

farming activities is essentially cheap labor --

just as it once was in the sweat shops of our 

industries. 

cannot conceive of a permanent, 

peasant-class ' cheap labor" force as the source 

of our productive resources. It would be a 

dangerous backward step in America's social progress, 

inviting the seeds of social unrest and revolt --

at the very minimum, it would create the necessity 
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of farm workers organizing to bargain collectively 

for decent pay, eventually wiping out the supposed 

efficiency factor of cheap labor and at the same time 

Americans now take for granted. 

~No one can convince me ~or example, that the 

nation's consumers can ever be as well protected 

by having productive resources concentrated in the 

hands of a few giant corporations as they are 

today with the widely dispersed ownership of the -
source of our food and fiber supplies. 

~ No one can convince me, either, that we are 

really more efficient if we separate capital, 

managerial skills, and labor into three classes in 

agriculture -- instead of having them all combined in 

the family farm unit. 

' 
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None of us wants to perpetuate inefficiency, 

or tie farmers to units too small to be economically 

pradical. Yet, there is a distinct line between 

improving the efficiency of family farmers and in-

creasing their opportunities to make family farming 

profitable, ~_..__. .. .-APd, and abandoning the family 

operated farm concept to be replaced by large-scale 

industrialized farming operations with absentee-

ownership and hired labor~• .. llllll .. • 
A A4 

Serious questions of public policy are involved, 

if we are to cross that line. 
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~It isn't just the farmer who should be concerned. 

it is every consumer in America. It is every believer 

in real competitive free enterprise. It is every 

American wanting to see democracy succeed in the 

world. 

~ For my part, my faith is still strong in the 

pattern of agriculture which has made America strong, 

and my faith remains unchanged in the objectives 

under which American agriculture has contributed so 

much to our economy. 

~The entire nation needs to realize that farm 

policies must be geared to desirable social objectives 

as well as desirable economic objectives. 

And foremost among such social objectives, 

servation of our traditional rural pattern of the 

family-farm type of · agriculture6~--------8M~ ..... 
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It is easy to understand why. 

A large number of prospering farm families 

on family farms is a strong balancing force within 

the nation, against the political and social extremes 

of economic class warfare. 

On the family farm, the economic functions 

of capital ownership, of arranging for financial 

and of farm labor are all performed by the farm 

operator and his family, thus eliminating controversy 

and tension along economic lines. 

Our family farm pattern of agriculture has 

been the basis of all our agricultural progress and 

good community life. It builds in farm family 
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~ individual initiative, tolerance, and self-government 

the attitudes that make for a sound and progressive 

democracy. 

family farm builds strong families, and the 

family farm builds strong social communities, with 

') 
There is no need for either corporatizing 

agriculture, or collectivizing it.~Family farmers 

have developed their own extension 

of the free enterprise system in farmer-owned, farmer-

controlled cooperative marketing and supply enterprises 

-- as a legitimate and desirable means of preserving in-

dividuality and yet finding a way to compete in an 

are the free world's answer to 
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collective· agriculture of the Soviet Union -- and 

a far more successful answer. 
t •• a .,.,. 

example to the world of how free men, working together, 

Farm co-ops must be recognized as a vital part of our 

free enterprise system, and must be zealously guarded 

and protected 
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seriously concerned as we all are with our 

domestic problems in agriculture, the gravest problem 

of our time is war or peace in the world. 

, 

Too little attention is given by our foreign 

po~icy experts to the real role of agriculture in 

creating a just and lasting peace. 

At long last, we are making some progress in 

winning recognition of how powerful a force for 

peace and freedom our undistributed abundance 

of food and fiber can be, when converted into 
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economic development and elimination of hunger, 
? . ( ~ ,, • I 

' Bt n·:w At~FJit d 

disease, and misery in vast areas of the world. 
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~Yet an even more significant contribution 

is being ignored. 

L.what America's fore~gn policy _needs is a 
• ' 'JMMRii£ llllia~~ 

dramatic symbol -- a symbol of hope to newly 
L Ill 'l 

' II[ 

created nations, a symbol of democracy's 
.d. ...., .... .,.. n»r?fMl?ti 1i RU ,_ •<:..--1-ilil tlillf ... 11 ....... _.. - --· 

effective answer to __ S<;>viet propaganda. 
~-t"iilli' ·'a~W1't"&itfl""iit~~~ 

~hat more d~ol, what more effective 

ray of hope, can we offer the uncommitteed 

nation's or the world than the example of America's 

free enterprise family farming system, where farmers 
4 . . N llllMI ------~-~ 

own their own land -- and have a decent opportunity 
IIIIi ailll!?llh . ... 8!1!MfUI:\\ 

to share equitably in returns from the produce of 

their soil and their labor? 
~~~~~ 

That is the story the world needs to hear. 
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to own land. Unrest in many parts of the world 

today results from insecure and inequitable farm 

land tenure, creating hopelessness among those who 

work the soil, and making them an easy prey for 

communism's glittering false luresaand promises. 

The restless peasants of the world can find the 
&J 7 liM I Ill J£1 n• 

ray of hope they seek in America's pattern of 

family farming and family farm ownership that 

enables the nation's farmers to farm efficiently, 

conserve soil and water resources, provide adequately 

for their family needs, and participate fully in 

civic, community, and public interests. 

· ~n we risk destroying that ray of hope ourselves? Lea a: :.a''' 

Can we risk destroying the very symbol that proves - flllllli lllii il18 

democracy's superiority over communism? 
u ?U~&iW:JiU!!iSJ.Jt!-~&~ 
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~With all of its trips . into outer space, the 

Soviet Union cannot equal our achievements in 

agriculture -- and it can offer no fulfillment to 

the dream of peasants elsewhere in the world to 

eventually owning a farm of their own. 

How we take care of our own farmers, and our own 

system of farming, can have a profound effect on 

the struggle now under way in the world. 

~Perhaps there would be no Castro in Cuba today, 

if we had encouraged family farm ownership, and 

farm cooperatives instead of backing a status 
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~Other a reas of the world are revolting against 
• 

exploitation by bigness, and insisting upon 
P1t 'ii u wnrw r a r littit 

opportunity for individual independence and 
1 na 'lliMil1if••w~ 

• l •• " .,. u "'f'fi m s . e . 

dignity. 

~ .. 
~;e have in our grasp the opportunity to lead 

tr 1IIIIIJ 

them by our example, to prove democracy's 

effectiveness in offering equal oppprtunity 

•--iiiiJil!il-~~~~-~-,-... n,..~~·~~~~ _<!~';.-~·· 

for all. 

~-~ 



-32-

0006 55 

Let me just conclude on this note: 

Perhaps some will say that I have offered too 

little, today, in way of specific suggestions 

to correct our farm plight. 
1ilifi'l'_ rn en -; te wr t ili tttrB 

~ut to you and me, the specifics are the 

easiest part of it if we can create a 

real understanding in the nation as to the 
< -

fundamental objectives we seek to achieve 

and must achieve. 

fourfold: 

To assure the American people continued 

abundance of food and fiber; 

To offer America's farmers an opportunity 

of achieving equality with other segments of 

our citizens; 
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To preserve and protect America's 

traditional pattern of family-owned, family 

operated farms as the type of agriculture best 

adapted to our democratic way of life, and 

encourage farm-cooperatives as a democratic 

extension of the free enterprise system to 

serve farm families. 
CS"-lf& c?~~Jiit!l! 

4. To make greater use of America's undistributed 

abundance as a force for peace and freedom in 

a world of the hungry, and hold forth the 

American pattern of family-owned and family-

operated farms as a ray of hope to the millions 

of struggling peasants in underdeveloped areas 

of the world. 

~Repeatedly, the Co~re ~s ~f the United States 

has restated its intent to uphold the first 

three of these objectives, in one way or another, 
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ever since the days of the Homestead law. 

~n more recent years, the fourth objective 

is rapidly becoming accepted as a vital 

necessity in our troubled world yet it is an 

objective that needs st4ll greater emphasis. 

If my message today can help the 

--
nation's thinking and mobilize reaffirmation to 

these fundamental objectives, it will have 

served a useful purpose. 

we make clear that these are the 

objectives national farm policy must be shaped 
~"' .... - ~· -.. ~~- . . - -

to serve, the way is clear for once again giving 

America the kind of farm programs that are needed. 

**** 
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America is not just efficiency and /:e~mber, 
bigness. America is people--people with needs 

pas 11_za • zn r tt rtf :r:ssr 

and wants. People with hopes and aspirations. 
~~~~~~~~~-~--~ 

American agriculture, too, is more than just 
*ll!f mae liP c MW ilifh 

efficient production. It is family living. It 
Wstemr??¥7' XZ -~- -·~ • 

is church on Sunday. It is the family picnic, 
ttne·e-

the rural school • 
..,_£11lMAI!il&Wti8i%illil'!l!f....,. 

~ ,;t The moral level of American social and political 
~ "'n LMII UlHi Jt1111iU!£ I Ill ilr If !!Eii~tlQlJ' 

institutions is due in no small part to the 
~ 

wholesome atmosphere created by men and women 

and their families who live on our family farms. 

L."Tnat contribution to America's strength must 
is a I!M!Jft [911~ .d!l2£L!Q4Wi.IJMMIW 

never be ignored, nor its preservation neglected. 
cnm ?rp; z 

For the strength of Amdeica is in its people--

its people at work in gainful employment, its 

p,,.,Atll"£e.G.4'11• 
farmers producting at fair prices, its merchants 

\IELU_dU!&!Jif JIR. 
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~elling,:'!~ and =:.,s,.;~ 
sufficient volume to maintain a profit. 

~i!iAfWl~ ~--~- - -------· ~he strength of America is to be found 

in the children in good schools, its old 
rr i d~ 

people cared for in dignity in the twi­
-e ta1Tifri1itlan tn Jt~ll!Jiii.Qil\~tfJtiiJtii_, 

light years of their lives. 

J = found in the _ ~ • ;rAmJu•a•.s~a.:~w;;:;;:z:c¥£2• 
fulfillment and practices of the great 
~~, •·-m<-~,~- ~~~ .. ~~ 

spiritual and moral principles that have .. 
TP W' YIP 

guided us throughout our history. es, the 
FIR! ft£ Jib ; t £2 LJJ!J.,±Im; &;;;;;,:;;:::xs .U 2 .ft USN 

strength of America is found in a fait~ in God, 
E II IJ I R 1 ttq.t 

and a trust in people. 
llBII!I-

It is this kind of America that I believe in, 

and it is to this kind of an America that I 

dedicate my life and whatever talents God may 

have given me. 
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And it is for this kind of American that I 

believe it is essential we maintain a strong 

and prospering agriculture, solidly based upon 

family farms. 

. 
' I 
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Excerpts from Speech: 

DEMOCRATS MUST CARRY ELECTION FIGHT ON ISSUES, 
NOT PERSONALITIES. 

If the Democratic Party -- and potential 

Democratic standard bearers -~ want to deserve the 

confidence of the American voters, all o! us must 

be willing to stand up and be counted as to what 

we are going to do about the real needs of the 

people. 

The country is tired and sick of generalities and 

lip service to lofty objectives. It wants specific 

answers to specific needs -- and our Party had 

better get busy recognizing the needs, and finding 

the answees. 
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I have been waging my Wisconsin campaign on the 

issues that concern Wisconsin voters, but all 

too often the local and national press are more 

interested in personalities than in where candidates 

stand on issues. 

It is not enough to seek popularity by trying to 

avoid offending anyone. If all you want is wishy-

washy fenee-stradling to avoid choosing sides, you 

might as well vote Republican--for they are the 

experts at that kind of popularity. But if you are 

willing to take a stand for what you believe is 

right and just, then fight for it -- we can win in 

November, and we deserve to win. 
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That has always been my position in public life, 

and it is my position today. I am not an appeaser--

at home or abroad. If our election process is to 

mean anything, people must be given a real choice 

between differing viewpoints and political 

philosophies -- not just engage in a national 

beauty contest. 

For my part, there is no greater role I feel I can 

perform for my party--and my county -- in the months 

preceding our Democratic National Convention than in 

seeking to compel our party to take stock of the 

Country's needs, and take a firm, aggressive, and 

sanely liberal position toward meeting those needs. 
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If I can help sharpen the issues so that everyone 

concerned has to stand up and be counted, one 

way or another, so much the better. 

Let 1s not be fooled by the era of trying to avoid 

anything that may step on anybody 1 s toes. There 

are differences of viewpoint on every issue, and 

there should be in a democracy. But it is the 

responsibility of leadership to have some convictions 

and stand by them, taking a stand and seeking to 

mobilize support behind it, rather than drifting 

with the supposed popular tide at any given time. 
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Remember, the Democratic Party was victorious under 

the leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. 

Truman because both the leaders and the party met 

face-to-face the problems of the day. They did not 

hedge or back away. They answered problems with 

legislation and action -- not with well-turned, 

haz¥ phrases and polished platitudes. 

At this mid-point in the 20th Century, mankind is 

again moving into an untraveled world with new 

problems, new dangers, and new uncertainities to 

confront us. But we must learn from doing, and 

we can better learn to cope with the new problems 

if we solve some of the old ones yet with us. 
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Perhaps it is no longer fasionable to speak of the 

problem of slum clearance and public houseing; 

or to turn attention to how adequate medical care 

can be brought within the means of everyone; 

or to point out that the fantastic growth of the 

problem of the aged makes necesaary the development 

of federally assisted housing for the elderly; 

or to say that federal multi-purpose dams and harbor 

improvement and flood control and the construction 

of jetties on federal waterways must be undertaken 

by the federal government -- and now. 
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Perhaps, as some say, these issues, 'rock the boat•. 

But they are issues that must be faced-- and it is 

more important to be effective, than fashionable. 

There is just as much need for new courage to face 

old problems as there is for bright new ideas and 

appealing new programs. We should certainly spend 

as much time cleaning up our own back alleys as 

we spend talking about the new highways for the World. 

Neither Roosevelt nor Truman was ever misunderstood.--

either at home or abroad. And because of this the 

Republicans hated them, the bankers scorned them, the 

press ridiculed them -- and the people loved, elected, 

and re-elected them. 
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If we are to win in 1960, we must have that type 

of liberal, clear-cut, straight forward leadership. 

We can not outglamour Rockefeller nor Nixon; we 

can win only with a program. 



SPEECH E CERPTS: PROGRAM POR AGED 

Mor adequate income, decent houa1n& better 

health care, and a dign.1t1ed place in aoc1ety 

for nearly 16 million c1t1zena over 65, 20 million 

over 60, ere among the moat important problema 

currently facing the nation. 

The next President or the United ~tatee must 

be determined to meet t h1.s challenge -- and he will 

it the country electa a Democr t who really care 

about people. 

rom the standpoint or decency, compaeeion, 

and economic utilization of our human re ourc a, 

w a1mply cannot relegate some 10 percent o t 

our population to mere e·xtatence at sub-standard 

levels. 



• 
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If we cont1 ue to relegate ol opl to 

eoctally -- the t1nanc1al burden tothta countrJ 

Juat 1n terms of 1net1tut1ona tor the a ina 111 

e too tantaat1c to contemplate. 

need to be more aware ot what 1a happenin 

to our opulat1on. In 1900 tbere w re onlJ 

3 million mericana over the ase ot 65. Tod r 

there are near11 16 a11lton, and 1n 10 1• ra there 

111 be anea 1seted 20 1111on. 

It th1a dramatic trend cont1nuea, todeJ'& 

probl ma ot th• a 1ng 111 eee like 1nor 

rtpplee ae compared w th the tlooda t tidal 
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proportions to come. 

This population boom amounts to a national 

crisis because t the role we tend to assign to 

'older men and women' 

We have made 1t possible tor more people to 

live into the so-called 'golden years • ~ but 

without adequate incomes, health care, housing~ 

and without a recognized role in the community 

lite of the nation. 

Estimates of the Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare reveal that it costs at least 

2,300 a year tor a couple to live by themselves 

in an urban center in modest fashion. 

Yet over halt ot the couples who live in this 

country have less than this am.ount of income. 
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~be average couple on social security receives 

about $1,440 a year it they are both retired. 

On an individual basis, 60 percent of those 

over 65 have less than 1,000 a Y•ar in money income, 

Even more desperate is the income situati n or 

the 1.3 million aging wido~s now receiving an average 

social security benefit of 56 per month, because 

their benefits are fixed at 75 percent ot the amount 

-which had been paid to the husband, now deceased. 

The income of a large proportion of these 

nearly 16 million Americana over 65 ranges from mere 

subsistence to desperation and despair. While man 

does not live by bread alone, a d cent and responsible 

economic base is essential tor a creative American 

lite. 
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The ira ot any • realistic' prograJD for our 

older c1t1eens must be to pe~t the to live 1n 

digpity, security, and w1tb a sen e ot uaetulneaa. 

hat we need ia a ny-aided program which 

insures their productiveness, their independence 

and selt-rel1ance, and prevents p~aical and mor 1 

decay. 

Let me auggeat six stepa 1 atarot in this 

direction. They 1ncludet 

1. Increase · aoc1al eecurity l)enet1t "to 

keep pace with liV108 cost ." 

2. Increaae trOll 1200 t 1800 the amount 

which social security beneficiaries y 

earn without losing benefits. 

3. Extend the aocial security system to cover 

the coat ot hospital and nursing home care 
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4. Establish improved adn1mum federal standards 

which atatea muat meet on old-age assistance 

programs. 

5. llow a tax credit incentive t ncourage 

the hiring or older workers. 

6. Provide ettective tederal assistance tor 

specialized housing programs tor the aged. 

I am sponsoring legislation tor such purposes in 

the Senate. 

Even this is only a a tart. There are many other 

things which the Congress can and should do. e need 

to provide more tunds to~ medical research to study 

diseases which attect older people in p rticular, 

and we need to build more and better hospitals to 

provide adequate facilities tor treatment or the 

expanding aged population. 
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