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NATION LULLED INTO COMPLACENCY INSTEAD OF CHALLENGED 

WILLIAMSON, May 6 -- There is no need for poverty and unemployment in America 

if we "have the will, the vision, and the determination" to wipe it out, Senator Hubert H. 

Humphrey, Dem~cratic Presidential candidate, declared here today. 

"We have everything to work with except leadership," he declared. "We are being 

lulled into complacency, instead of being challenged to action." 

Excerpts from Senator Humphrey's remarks follow: 

"We Americans take pride in the beauty of our land, the skill of our people 
and the power of our resources. We love our country, and we cherish the freedom and 
democracy which make it great . 

"Our pride is justified, but sometimes it has a blinding effect. We do not 
always see the touches of tragedy in a generally happy society. We do not always see the 
elements of v1eakness in a nation which is strong. \-le do not always see the sources of 
suffering in a country which is ~elatively prosperous. 

"Americans can not be blamed for detaching themselves from the chronic problems 
which plague millions of their fellow citizens. We are a humanitarian people. If we are 
told the truth, we will think wisely. If we are presented a challenge, we will act 
effectively. 

"But vle are not told the truth. We are not properly challenged. The Administra­
tion smiles reassurance and speaks contentment. Its leaders tell us to relax as they enjoy 
a continuing vacation from responsibility. Its public relations experts grind out press 
releases which tell us to sleep softly on the pudgy arms of prosperity. 

"We are told that employment is higher tcan ever before. 

"We are told that inflation is checked. 

"We are told that depression is a thing of the past. 

"In short, we are told that all is right and all is well in America. 

"Well I am one American who will not accept this dangerously complacent message . 
I have travelled widely over the United States in the past few months . Yes, I have seen 
the marks of a healthy society and the benefits of a degree of prosperity. But I have 
also seen the areas of depression and pockets of heavy unemployment. It is n~t a pleasant 
sight. 

"I am sure you would react as I did in these regions of suffering and want. 

"You would grow silent as you passed the rusting factories and the crumbling 
homes in communities which were thriving a few years ago. 

"You would grow sad as you looked at the lines and clusters of strong, willing 
men who can not find jobs. 

"You would grow angry as you saw the gaunt faces of mothers and the thb::i -bodies 
of children. 

"I do not exaggerate , my friends . In this Nation of wealth, human beings are 
hungry. In this Nation of indust rial might, conscienti ous and skilled men can not find 
jobs . In this nation of plenty, families suf fer desperat e want of the basic necessities 
of life. 

"Much can be done and much must be done. He need -- above all -- a Government 
with the heart to understand the needs of all of the people . We need a Government which 
works for the steady grmvth of the Americaneconomy . We need a GovenJment willing to 
make necessa-r·y and prudent inves ttlJents to help dep.cessE:::il A'l'eA.s help themselves. 

next page 
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"One big step is needed immediately: An area redevelopment program. This 
progr am would provide loans for both urban and rural depressed areas, grants for needed 
public works projects, technical assistance for economic development studies and funds 
to retrain displaced workers. It would encourage new industry and give depressed areas 
a fighting chance to rebuild their economic health. 

11 Legislation for such a program, which I cosponsored, ·Has approved by the 
Senate last March . The millions of Americans in distressed areas enjoyed new hope 
i n their fight for economic security. 

"But the Administration opposed the bill. And recently, the House Rules 
Committee blocked the legislation for Area Redevelopment. Thus we lost a chance to 
assist millions of our fellow citizens who through no fault of their own suffer the 
fears, frustrations and failures of poverty. 

"I will not forget what I have seen on my travels. I will not heed the words 
of those who say "Relax---all is well." I will continue to do all in my power to secure 
a balanced Nation without ugly pockets of poverty. 

11 I think most of you will agree that our pride as Americans can not be 
complete until all America enjoys reasonable economic security and growth." 

--30-
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"D~ I:'irig my travels th::oughout you]; beautiful s t ab~-, '1 ·hav'e oft.en said that what 
we need i n Wns'hington is :! goverr.ment wi th a heart. What do I meap b·y that? .Perhaps the 
best way to :e.:t;> lain ~-7hat ,.Ilfuean by a ··gt:Frerntnent with a: h eiirt is to look. at 'h_ow West .. ,. _, ·.:.: , 
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"The,n~ . &~r.ioq_~_..:i.:r.cid .ents rev·i:!al 'what- I don'' ·t · mekn by~ govern~·~nt w~t~-:~-- 1\«:~~t~ . _·:·•·;, 
But l e t's go on . a;nd , J o oV,·_.:nt.: c:)me s ~;udies·1 which your fourth tH.strict ~ongressm~n., . .. .. _ , .· ... , . . 
Ken 1-:echler,.-. h as <l evei.-pped . ~::ld • pr c s Emt·ea t o · cohgress ' in the ·past ·two Yf!{a:rs. ~~'s -' ~.tu~,~~-~ · ·, 1 • 

fur. ther document the Eisenhower-Ni xon Administration's cruel and callous neglect of 
We s t Virgin ia an~ her gr eat peopl e, who only demand a~ even break from what . they . thought 
was their gqy~"fnme~·t:· j_.~.- \o/.a sbi gto~. r- ·The H-echl er stu-die's I re·,·ea.led that; .. . ·' .· ' . 
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proportion of itn citi zens who were k il l ed or wound'ed · iil •'the ·Korean' confl i ct, the D·efense 
Department continually discr iminat es aga inst the state. 

"We s t Virginia ranks next to last among the states in total Defense Department 
spending within it : borders. Ye t Congr e ss continually has urged the Defense Department 
to gi v e f ~r s t pr efer ence w!'lenever po s sible to areas with sever unemployment. 

"The experience of Dr. L. Milton Polan, president of Polan Industries in your 
great city of Huntine~on, dra~atizes this Pentagon neglect of the small businesses 
\·7h i ch arc e ss entia l to the c;ontinuing prosperity of West Virginia and the nation. 

"In testify i ng last year b efore a subcommittee of the Senate Committee on 
s~~ll Business of which I am a member, along with your outstanding senior senator, 
Jennings Randolph, Dr. Polun said: 

1v1e have been told most positively that the Department of Defense was not going 
to do bu s ines s with small busines s when it could work with big business.' 

"D:: . Polan went on to explain how his company, which during World War · Il was the 
l argest producer of precision optical elements in the United States, has been crippled 
by what he called 'a negat i ve sreall business policy in the Pentagon.' His company's 
working force has dropped f rom a peak of 2,300 people to about 30 or 40 today as a result 
of this Pentagon preference for bigness over people. 
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2. The D,ap~r.tm~I\~ .of Commerce·; which is supposed to encourage indu·str.i.al ; ··. · · · .· 
development and healH1y ; epo·n~mic · growth, has only 37 employees in West Virgini·a·, whi-ch · ... 
puts West Virginia at the very bottom of the list of states in the number of Depa'i:tment ·' · . 
employees in proportion ot population. 

"The Business and Defense Servi~e Admi,ni~?tration, the agency of the Department 
of Commerce which is directly concerned with ' industrfd development, doesn!:tteven maintain 
a field office in West Virginia, although fou!, 9f it$., 33 field offices are located in 
cities smaller ::han Charleston, Hunting.f<?n arid ' \:lheellng .. 

. . 
3. The Small Business Administratiori, . which is ·suppoSed to encourage the 

growth of the kind of businesses that Wes t Virginia needs so desperately, is almost as 
inactive as the Department of Ccmmerce in your state. West Virginia has ranked 45th 
among , the. ~ ~§l~e~ . ~n the nu:nber of , Sll)all business . loans. ..-1 1: ~i·' 1
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West Virgini~ co.ulGl b. ~ .c:i.ted. .But I think these :instances of senseless discrimination 1 f• 1 ) I · • : • , : , , l • against West Virginia prove my point. The Eisenhower-Nixon Administration a gove~nment ' 
with a Land on its pocketbook rather tl1a.n over its heart -- prefers to sit in the Treasury 
and count .. i~s go,l.d . ~ M .~itl;>.o~t l,.~t1ting a single coin _;return. to the ·people who put it 
there and_j;q~/~~;9 Jt. ~~: c~eip,;.;soJf'l.~!'{the.ir . proble~s. ; , ~ . · ·· 

• t ~ • • ' t), i . .. .! ' ll'' . -. ... . ,· ·_ ; . t' ! • .. . 
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'£,·· . '~e\l, ,~h.r~s.t.~p1( ~li .• w4rii~· i was waiting .. for CQngress to act, I would have· 

oreanized ' a· task force within the Executive Branch to attack the problems of your 
distressed areas. Every Federal resource available, including the surplus foods which 
Secretary Benso? hoa:rds l~J<e , ~; ,~squir1;el , w_ould hav~ been thrown into a •giganti·c q~tfort 
to wipe out pov;~r_ty _ anq . uJl~mplqyroeJ:'t. , · ,J ·-. -- ·, . . . :. . ~ . . . . . . 

. .,·r·\· J · · .. , , .. r .. : ~i:· : . , .. ~i ",· , •. · 
. : :;;~~.~qn.4~¥-" · :I "?oult-kh~ye urged Congress ;to ~nact such legislation as the. ~rea Redevelop~ent · ~p~ C\Ptd : ~l'te . C?a.l ,Research , and. Dev~lopm·ent Bill, both of which Pres1.dent 

Eisenhower -- i)jl P ~~a? of .urg:hng -- capo}.l·sly vetoed·. I also would have called upon 
Congress for a : 'lblic works program to provide jobs for the unemployed and muc-h-needed 
public faciliti es for all the people. 

; j •! I ! I I • : ; ' • I • . ''f.\le .. .p ,._;ir.~ ' the:}>road p,pp_r.<;>:a ct:es .. I.woulc;\ use in an ~~l~out war on .man's most 
degrad1.ng ~m.~my, 1 pover ty r- · ;r, ~~:;mldn ~ t · have 1.gnored the suffenng of my fellow citizens 
c:nd calle9 .. a.: hel~c~:)pter ,for th.e nearest . golf cours.e. .Our nation must be truly indivisible 
and, as lo'ng · as orie chi ld goes to bed hungry, no man can be at ease with his soul. During 
my youth, I knew poverty and the frustrations it breeds. My wife made sandwiches and I 
sold th~Tfl. o~ th,e" ~ami?MS 9f Loui.~ia,na .St a t.e l]n.iversi·ty to work my way through school. 
No human .. bEd.ng WQQ, . has_ ki).own . p~;>:ver ty --or fol" that ttlatter seen what it does to his 0 1 1-,t 1 , , 1 ,• , • I 

fellow man -:- ca~,liv~ , .co17-:c.orta? ly .with himsel-f untiL poverty is banished from the face 
of this nat'ion and ~ th.~ E~rt:(\,. . . , · . · ·' .. ·· .. ' . -
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the land. A government with · a hear t never turns its back on people, but recognizes that 
the people are , ~h~ goveFnment , a~d . uses every resource at its , command to help them build 
a better l~fe f~~ · tqemselves ,, an~ thei:r children. .. ·._, .. ·. ,~. 
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GOVERNMENT WITH A HEART 

Pineville, West Va. 
Friday night, May 6 

During my travels thro 

beautiful state, I have often said that what 

we need in Washington is a government with 

a heart. What do I mean by that? Perhaps 

the best way to explain what I mean by a 

government with a heart is to look at how 

West Virginia, with its serious problems 

of technological unemployment, has fared under 

almost eight years of Eisenhowe~ and Nixon. 

You know better than I do the terrible 

problems your great people have faced --

through no fault of their own -- in recent 

years. Unemployment has forced your friends 

to abandon their life-long homes and move to 

other states in search of work. Those who 

couldn't move or find work have been forced 
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have been forced in many instances to live 

off government surp lus food commodities, 

which Se cretary of Agriculture Benson devotes 

a great deal of time to kee ping nutritionally 

inadequate by refusing to act upon his authority 

to expand the program as I have urged. 

Benson's cruel behavior is one way the 

Eisenhower-Nixon coalition of Republican 

fat cats has responded to the problems of 

W st Virginia and her p e ople . President 

two 
Eisenhower also has vetoed/XmK major 

bills which would have h e lped West Virginia 

to begin solving her problems of 

technological unemployment -- problems 

which many other states will face in the decade 

of automation ahead. Those bills, passed by Democratic-

controlled Congresse s, were the Area Redevelopment 

Bill and the Coal Research and Developme nt Bill. 
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And Se cretary of Labor Mitchell last year 

made fun of the plight of the nation's 

unemployed by eating a chocolate hat after 

he miscalculated the severity of unemployment. 

"Let them eat cake," says the Eisenhower-Nixon 

Administration wherever the people ask for a 

government for the people, rather than for 

the financial fat cats who benefit from 

its "tight money " policies. 

These serious incidents reveal what I don't 

mean by government with a heart. But let's go on and 

look at same studies which your Fourth District 

Congressman, Ken Hechler, has developed and 

presented to Congress in the past two years. 

His studies further document the 

Eisenhower-Nixon Administration's cruel and 

callous neglect of West Virginia and her great 
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break 
people, who only demand an even(Bx&Kk from 

what they thought was their government in 

J . 

Washington. The Hechler studies revealed that: 

1. Although Wjst Virginia leads the nation 

on a per capita basis in the proportion 

of its citizens who were killed or 

wounded in the Korean conflict, 

the De fense Department continually 

discriminates against the state. 

~West Virginia rank s next to 

last among the states in total Defense 

De partment spending within its borders. 

Yet Congress continually has urged the 

Defense De partment to give first preference 

whenever possible to areas with severe 

unemployment. 
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The experience of Dr. L. Milton Polan, 

President of Polan Industries in your 

great city of Huntington, dramatizes 

this Pentagon neglect of the small businesses 

which are essential to the continuing 

prosperity of West Virginia and the nation. 

~n .testifying last year before a 

subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Small 

Business of which I am a member, along with 

your outstanding senior Senator, Jennings 

Randolph, Dr. Polan said: 

"We have been told most positively 

that the Department of Defense was not 

going to do business with small business 

when it could work with big business." 
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Dr. Polan went on to explain how his 

company, which during World War II was the largest 

producer of precision optical elements in the 

United States, has been crippled by what he 

called "a negative small business policy in 

the Pentagon . " 

His company's working force has dropped 

from a peak of 2,300 people to about 30 or 40 

today as a result of this Pentagon preference 

for bigness over people . 

2. The Department of Commerce , which is 

supposed to encourage industrial development 

and healthy economic growth, has only 37 employees 

in West Virginia, which puts West Virginia at 

the very bottom ax% of the list of states 

in the number of Department employees in 

proportion to population. 
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The Business and Defense Se rvice 

Administration, the agency of the Department of 

Commerce which is directly concerned with 

industrial development , doesn't even maintain 

a field office in e st Virginia, although 

four of its 33 field offices are located in 

cities smaller than Charleston, Huntington 

( I 
and Wheeling. 

3. The Small Business Administration, which 

is supposed to encourage the growth of the kind of 

businesses that West Virginia needs so desperately, 

is almost as inactive as the De partment of Commerce 

in your state. W st Virginia has ranked 4 5th among 

the state s in the number of small business loans. 

Other examples of the Eisenhower-Nixon 

Administration's callous neglect of We st Virginia could 

be cited. But I think these instances of senseless 
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discrimination against West Virginia prove my 

point. The Eisenhower-Nixon Administration --

a government with a hand on its pocketbook rather 

than over its heart -- pre fers to sit in the 

Treasury and count its gold ..• without letting a 

single coin· return to the people who put it 

there and now need it to help solve their 

problems. 

( 
What would Humphrey's Government with a Heart 

do under similar circumstances? 

Well. first of all, while I was waiting for 

Congress to act, I would have organized a task 

force within the Executive Branch to attack 

the problems of your distressed areas. Every 

Federal resource available, including the 

surplus foods which Secretary Benson hoards 

,.., 
) 
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like a squirrel, would have been thrown into 

a gigantic effort to wipe out poverty and unemployment. 

Secondly, I would have urged Congress to 

enact such legislation as the Area Redevelopment 

bill and the Coal Research and Development bill, 

both of which President Eisenhower -- instead of 

urging callously vetoed. I also would have 

called upon Congress for a public works program 
( 

to provide jobs for the unemployed and 

much-ne ded public facilities for all the people. 

These are the broad approaches I would 

use in an all-out war on man's most degrading 

enemy, poverty. I wouldn't have ignored the 

suffering of my fellow citizens and called a 

helicopter for the nearest golf course. 

~Our nation must be truly_ ind:v:sible and, 

as long as one child goes to bed hungry, no man 

can be at e ase with his soul. During my youth, 
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I knew poverty and the frustrations it breeds. 

My wife made sandwiches and I sold them on the 

campus of Louisiana State University to work 

my way through school. No human being who has 

known poverty -- or for that matter seen what 

it does to his fellow man -- can live 

comfortably with himself until poverty is 

hanished from the face of this nation and 

the earth. 

A government with a heart reacts instantly 

and vigorously when poverty stalks the land. 

A government with a heart never turns it back 

on people , but recognizes that the people are 

the government and uses every resource at its 

command to help them build a better life for 

themselves and their children. 

May 6, 1960 
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Excerpts from R=marks by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey a'c 

Clarksburg, \l:: st Virginia 
Saturday, !/lay 7 

CLARKSBURG,: May ·7 '.:.- "There has been quite a bit of talk lately that 
this primary' campaign' 'is 'a waste of effort. 

"Some people say that the candidates should just sit back and let the 
party officials mal~e al-l the decisions. They say the candidates do not 
have the time or the energy for the long travel and the hard work of a 
cam~c;tg.h' . · , .· 

"'t'Jell, my .. friends, I take the time to go out and talk to the American 
people. If I didn't; · I \-lOuld not be cling a good job as United States 
Senator. 

"And I do have the energy -- plenty of it -- to campaign 20 hours a 
day. If I didn't, I would not be seeking the most demanding job in the 
world -- President of the United States. 

·.-

Now a campaign like this one in 1ifest Virginia could be a waste -- a 
terrible waste if a candidate did nothing but stand on platforms anq . 
talk. · 

· r 

"A candidate -- particularly one vlho is a United State-a Senator 
should · listen. He should be able to stand quie'·tly and bear tho .. ,,.,rds of 
the people, the words which express their opinions, their hopes, the1~ 
needs ~ 

"I have talked, yes. I have gone into hundreds of your communities to 
speak the desires of my heart, the ideas of my mind and the details of 
my record to work for a stronljer and better America. 

"But more important, I have listened. I have stood eye-to-eye with 
thousands of your fellow citizens and learned from them . 

. ·. : · "I have learned that you in ~·Jest Virginia want a Government which never 
rests in the vital effort to build a secure and enduring peace. r · have 
learned that yqu want a Government with the heart tb understand the needs 
of all the peop~e '. ·· I have learned that you want a government ·Which works 
hard fo'r . a grovling and dynamic economy. I have , learned that you want a 
government which · ~s not blinded by 'budget-balancing• slogans I have learned 
that you want a government de<U.cated to a balanced nation, in which pocke·ts 
of depression, unemployment and pov~l. L.Y are 't::' ... _ · ·· . ~ ' 

. . ~e tell you of one ' pa·rticu-Now let me be spec~f~c. Let . . t The mescage is that ~ ~sage 
from the people which is clea:r a~d d~st1.nc t ·a reasona~le ari2( effecti~ 
Virginians, and indeed all Amerkr.ans, ~~~ s And let me tell you ju~ 
medical care progr~ for · our elderl~ ~l. 1.ze~ by listening to the peopl~ 
a few of the things I . ·have heard an earne . 
on this subject. · · ' ,, 

' 

"One 72 y~ar 61d ~entleman i-C)ld me.he 
b~cause he had ·to pay $15 out of a p~n~Jnn 
hea lth insurance p~ogramr 

could barely buy enough to 0at 
of $59 a month for a · private 

II ~ th r man told me his life savings had been wi,ped QUt by the _cos~s 
. cno e oun woman told me she could not buy shoes for ... · 

of JUSt one illness. A Y g t t p y for a · nursing home room for 
her children because all her molndey •;,.;he~ 0 . ags ·-=or co i 1 ,ge we re used up h th A teen age boy to me l.S savl.n ~ ~ ~ d e r mo .. er. it 1 bt'll for · his fa·ther. A retired \>JOman told me . she caul 
to pay a hdotsp ba th 'lls she needed to relieve th~ pain of her disease. not affor o uy e p1. . 

" · tened ietly to the tragic words of these human being~, but I 
I l~s. qu \·Jho could not b e angry at the fact that 1.n a 

have to adm7t Il~~t mad. ~illions of e lderly citizens suffer fear and pain 
wealthy· nat~on l.(e ours,~ - alth care? vJho could not be angry when the 
because they cannot affora he e ars of our elderly citizens to slide into 
government alJ.,ovlS the goldcu. Y , 0 . ? \'lho could not b e angry when · ht · h years of depress~on anG ~spa1.r . nl.g mar7s . . . t' grinds out propa gand a. .about prospe rity and ignores a n e publLcan Adm1n1.stra 10n - (more) 
the heal·th needs of the e lc1erly? _.-
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"By d~ep concern is not nev1 or contrived, my friends. For years, I have 
-,or1<ed ha;d :Cor my program to ~ g __ ~_t:a}::)Jj.$h r e asonabl.e_ ·security for America's 
s enior ci!izens. Tha'c effo:J;_"!=: . __ l,_op_g .:..~9 .Q .. i n.clud.ed· my · leg:is~ation -- similar 
:.o the Forand Bill -- providiP.-g ;_It)~4J.~a:L- car.e fq_r ~.:the · .aged . But today, 
':hanks to the words and lessons o:.C qes.t · V;i.rginians . and other l\..mericans , 
[ understanQ. the need for a nmv type of medica 1 ~nsura~_ce program~ . , _Bec;.ause 
I hgy;a J lid~te.ned, ' lea tined .; a..nd· understood, I am · co~spon·sori~ · in··· the Sena_te .. 
?. bill which would give adequate medical insurance ·to ·-the '15 niiliion ., · · -· 
Americans whQ need it the most -- retired men and women v1ho do not n0\17 
qua;tify _ fo.t ~, an:~r pealtih. c:are program. ·1'.11 of .tn.e ·. ·pr,op0:sa1s, :aG)W,·. · .tn. liCq~.(G~ 
; all for health .i -nsurance .only· fp.r :those on :Social ~e~~ritY. .: ' . 

, , • .,. , r , , ~ • 1 ' • ' I l • 

"i'iY .... biJ..l woul'd . cover A;neric3.ns are who are not on Social Security ~s· ; · · 
well as those who are. It v1ould give protection to men ove_r 65 and women 
")v~r §? · '>'JP~ . a!):'e .~n·ot i\'rorlt ing ·f.ull time :_ ' ·Those are t~e }?eop,~~ ~'lho_·: n.~ec1 ~· 0: 
:Jrogram .,thca mos·t, · :be.cause .· retirement-. ha:s cut thei'r : income most drastically 
1nd they have no chance for normal group coverage plans. This plan thus 
i ncludes Ue types of retired Americans vvho could not otherwise hope fo_r 
::1ea 1 th iJl·S¥rance·. :-:-·- ·· teachers, · migr·ant \·JOrKe rs , f arme :rs , se lf_.¢mp loyed 
·i t:i?.e1:1s a._d r O~h~-lis-·.:. - · · . : · · · · · . · ·' ·. · · : . ·· 

:. :' .· : · : . . . 
"Hhat 11rould the Retired Persons N2!dical Insurance Act do? 

i .. 
;j'. :.· · . : l . 

" I -;:.i;. _ -ylGJ.J.~d provide up to 90 -days' ·of · hospital · c~:re a year. · · 
"It v10uld allow up to 135 days of skilled r.ursing home care a year. 
"It vJOuld give up to 185 days of care at home in a supervise¢! home 
hea 1-th.~ ~p:t:iog J?am.~. = • · • .: • ; • • ) • • • • • • 

"I·~ ~l..ould ·pay a part of: thei :cogt of very expensive· 'ri\edicine~ and · drug$. 
"It·. woil!l.d-. ·he 1Lp prevent , seri:ou:s illne-ss ·'or disease- by bffering such 
diagnostic outpatient services as labDratory tests and x-rays. 

"And it would direct the proper officials to establish _res7arch and 
,_: dem'ohstration .programs: to ··i mpr ·ove• the ·quality· and -- efficiency pf 

he·al th' .. care · for r the aged~ ·. ,._ ·" · · .- · .. · · · · .. , · · ~- , .. ·; · .. 
. ~.i. ( . 

"I Vlill work hard for the approval of this program, because the peop_le 
.f ~Te st' ·._, Vi;r.gini-a . ·naV:e g:tven rrie an incre·as ~d sen·se1 of de.¢J.i.cation· to sa·t -isfy 
.he critical ne •:;ds of mi.lli:ons-- o f" cit'i zens·. <!I ·tha-hk you' for -tzhat ~ :Ct.hank 
ou for ·calking to me. I thank you for helping me learn more fully what 
·ur government· mus·t be .- and · what· 6u-r ··g6vernment-Inust do '· .:to · m~e.t _ th~ , c;h~;Llen~es 
'I this ,era of . change· and cris!J..s·! ·· -· -- ~ ·: . ' ·. . ·, ~,_ ,' -:,·· ' 

... _ I 1 • ' ( , •' ·: ' '.. •! i ' ', ' • •'• • • • • \ '•, o I • 

"Above a'l.l; 'I• thank · you for- ·proving·· -to me -that tb1s ·tampai.gn· is · not · a 
a.ste .of , e£.fort. ·· I; :Cor · oh'e i, liave gained ' new insighes, ri.e\'1 'ideas; new 

.:~s·ol.utions -fr.bm this .. can\pa-!ign .. ana from you .- : I, for ' one·j wili ·continue · , .. 
- ~ use .-my. time lis ·~erdng-. to · th_<?~ J?e.~:p;).e ... a~~ l~·a_i-::nih:<{ fror~ .· the~. I~ . ~or on·e,· 
·1.11 cont1.nue to g1.ve all my ene rgy ·to bu1.ld a nat1.on · free of the chronic 
..... r e curren·c feq:t;'p .·and -t:niseri~s .~t~W a[E:Ee<.;~i.l~ ruj _ l~~?_n~ • . 

• ~~ l '. • I • • # • • • ' ' ,! • • 

" Let::me· a.sl~ · ~- t~ iw t~~~ f:ox: j ~f'>t' ~n-e more impo_:itant ·-~ofnent ~· 
: , . , i ·, 

1 

• ' • J ' ' : : I :; • I • ' j • ~ , I , , .:' • , 

"1-'..merica had advq.nced ~ar ;in . rec',ent, d~.-~_aae·s. :· :But ' < it ·is ·time ·to stbp -~ . · :. 
alking about the I:Je\·1 tLa'l "or 'the · Fcfir Deal, ·whiC:h ·\;,e·re 1sui ted.- ·l:o years. < · 
~1d challenges nO\'/ passed. It is time to end an adminis'i:ratioiY wh~ch cosses 
-....1 t .inco.rnplete deals· o.r trrici'Y. d e als, as :i,f the affairs of the nation were • • • I ' • • • • • • • J. • •• t I . • • : • ' . . 

compe·titive card g.a,I}\e _~ - :··;· , _· , .. _. . , 1 . • _ ••. ·~--, , :'. , 

"I do not offer any quick or e asy •deals'. . . : ... . ~ 

' : : : • • • • 
0 

.j 

0 

• i f ' ' • 0 ' I • 't ·, I o-££ e.r -Q p~~dc:J~ and r ~ . prog:r ..1~ _..;...,.. drawn from · )che peopl'e -.:: ].eading 
-':o a government . whicl). ~ "S.tandp, proudly as a guide a'nq. a goal for a vJO'rld · 
·2ar:ning for _peace, ._ freedom an¢. <-ecuri'\i.y. I ''offer myself .-:to th1e -·task ·of 
}St_ab.lishing a govcrn~m-tn with : a l:eart; C1. :gover*:ne~t CC)-CfE¥( ~nq ·. able to .. 
~each out. '1-lith a. he_J-pl;ng r-.a.nr1 f'~ '- hr-' ~:- - , ·· -- - - .a..-~-":1~ . ~1~ to-o ' c:d,-.k' 7J. hung}:y, 

-:1. fraid, and alone. · · · \ · · 
• I - ' ' -30- . ' .. ~: . :. . . 

': •' I • ' • • : 

. •. ·' . ... 
'· I ' ~ 

'' ol I ': .... 
' .. · . 

~:. . : . ,: 
. . ··~ ~ 
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Remarks by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

Clarksburg, West Virginia 
Saturday, May 7 

There has been quite a bit of talk 

lately that this primary campaign is a 

waste of effort. 

Some people say that the candidates 

should just sit back and let the party 

officials make all the decisions. They 

say the candidates do not have the time 

or the energy for the long travel and the 

hard work of a campaign. 

Well, my friends, I Jake the 

time to go out and talk to the American 

p e o p I e 0 I f I Q_~ h a v e t h e e n e r g y - -

plenty of it-- to campaign 20 hours 

day. If I didn't, I would not be 
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seeking the most demanding job in the world ••• o President 

of the United States. 

Now a campaign like this one in West Virginia 

could be a waste -- a terrible waste -- if a candidate did 

nothing but stand on platforms and talk, 

A candidate -- particularly one who is 

a United States Senator -- should listen. He 

should be able to stand quietly and hear the words of 

of the people, the words which express their opinions, 

their hopes, their needso 

I have talked, yes. I have gone into 

hundreds d your communities to speak the desires 

of my heart, the ideas of my mind and the details of 

my record to work for a stronger and better America. 

But more important, I have listened. 

have stood eye-to-eye with thousands of your fellow 

citizens and learned from them. 

I have learned that you in West Virginia want a 
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Government which never rests in the vital effort to build 

a secure and enduring peace. 

I have learned that you want a Government with 

a the heart to understand the needs of all the people. 

I have learned that you want a Government which 

works hard for a growing and dynamic economy. 

I have learned that you want a Government which 

is not blinded by budget-balancing slogans. 

I have learned that you want a Government 

dedicated to a balanced nation, in which pockets of 

depress ion, unemployment and poverty are erased. 

Now let me be specific. Let me tell you of one 

particular message from the people which is clear and 

distinct. 

The message is that West Virginians, and indeed 

all Americans, want a reasonable and effective medical 

care program for our elderly citizens. 
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And let me tell you just a few of the things 

have heard and learned by listening to the people on 

this subject. 

000959 

One 72-year old gentleman told me he could barely 

buy enough to eat because he had to pay $15.00 out of 

a pension of $ 59.00 a month for a private health 

insurance ia program. 

Another man told me his life savings had been 

wiped out by the costs of just one illness. 

A young woman told me she could not buy shoes 

for her children because all her money went to pay for a 

nursing home room for her mother. 

A teen-age boy told me his savings for college were 

used up to pay a hospital bill for his father. 

A retired woman told me she could not afford to 

buy the pills she needed to relieve the pain of her 

disease. 
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listened quietly to the tragic words of 

these human beings, but I have to admit I got 

mad. 

Who could not be angry at the fact that in a 

wealthy nation like ours, millions of elderly citizens 

suffer fear and pain because they cannot afford heal1h 

care? 

Who could not be angry when the Government 

a flows the golden years of our elderly citizens to slide 

into mightmarish years of depression and despair? 

Who could not be angry when a Republican 

Administration grinds out propaganda about 

prosperity and ignores the health needs of the elderly? 

My deep concern is not new or contrived, 

my friends. For years, I have worked hard for my 

program to establish reasonable security for 

America's senior citizens. 



-6-

000961 

That effort long ago included my 

legislation -- similar to the Forand bill -­

providing medical care for the aged. 

But today, thanks to the words and lessons 

of Wast Virginians and other Americans, I 

understand the need for a new type of m dical 

insurance program. 

Because I have listened, learned and 

understood, I am co-sponsoring in the Senate 

a bill which would give adequate medical insurance 

to the 15 million Americans who need it the most -­

retired men and women who do not now qualify for 

any health care program. 

All of the proposals now in Congress call 

for health insurance only for those on Social 

Security. 
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My bill would cover Americans who are not 

on Social Security as well as those who are. ii It 

WJ u ld give protection to men over 65 and women 

over 62 who are not working full time. Those are the 

people who need a program the most, because retirment 

has ~ut their income most drastically and they have no 

chance for normal group coverage plans. 

This plan thus includes the types of retired 

Americans who could not otherwise hope for health 

insurance -- teachers, migrant workers, farmers, 

self-employed citizens and others. 

What would the Retired Persons Medical Insurance 

Act do? 

It would provide up to 90 days of hospital 

care a year. 

It would allow up to 135 days of skilled nursing 

home care a year. 
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It would give up to 185 days of care at home 

in a supervised home health program. 

It would pay a part of the cost of very 

expensive medicines and druges. 

It would help prevent serious illness or 

disease by offering such diagnostic out­

patient services as laboratory tests and 

x-rays. 

And it would direct the proper officials 

to establish research and demonstration 

programs to improve the quality and 

efficiency of health care for the aged. 

I will work hard for the approval of this program, 

because the people of West Virginia have given me an 

increased sense of dedication to satisfy the critical 

needs of millions of citizens. 
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I thank you for that. I thank.YQ!!. for talking 

to me. I thank you for helping me learn more fully 

what our Government must be and what our Governm nt 

must do to meet the challenges of this era of change 

and crisis. 

Above all, I thank you for proving to me that 

this campaign is not a waste of effort. 

I, for one, have gained new insights, new 

ideas, new resolutions from this campaign and from 

you. 

I, for one, will continue to use my time 

listening to the people and learning from them. 

I, for one, will continue to give all my 

energy to build a nation free of the chronic or 

recurrent fears and miseries now affecting millions. 

Let me ask you to listen for just one more 

important moment. 
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America had advance far in recent decadeso 

But it is time to stop talking about the New Deal or 

the Fair Deal, which were suited to years and 

challenges now passed. It is time to end an 

Administration which tosses out incomplete 

deals or tricky deals, as if the affairs of the 

nation were a competitive card game. 

I do not offer any quick or easy "dea Is. 11 

I offer a pledge and a program -- drawn 

from the people -- leading to a Government which 

stands proudly as a guide and a goal for a world 

yearning for peace, freedom and security. 

I offer myself to the task of establishing 

a Government with a heart, a Government eager 

and able to reach out with a helping hand to those human 

beings who are sick, hungry, afraid, and alo _e. 

May 7, 1960 

: 
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,,..;b\: V~1·g uu.a hurnp1lrey f or 
President Committee 

25 Capitol Street 
Charleston, vJ2 st Virginia 
Dickens 4-3671 

· F~r Relbasu: Tuesday a.m.'s 
r-1ay 10, 1960 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR NATION'S Fl'..TE RESTS UITH THE PRESIDENT 

CHARLESTON, I"lay 9 -- The "ultimat e responsibility" for economic 

3tagnation in Vbst Virginia lies in the l'Jhi t e House -- "as also does the 

r esponsibility for the decline of _o..me :r: ican leadership in the world," United 

Sta· ~s Senator Hubert H. Humphrey/ Democratic Presidential candidate, 

J eclared tonight in an election-eve ~indup address before a rally in 

r-Iidway Jr. High School in Campbell's :::reek . 

Senator Humphrey said the "mess " Republicans tall<;ed about in 1952 

' 

:l. idn 't exist in 'Hashington then, but " they proved to be first-rate prophets, 

because t h '=! r e is one now." 

i 
l 
' 
' 

"It is a rubbish heap of evaded or post­
pone d problems, a scrap pile of unrealized or 
bungled opportunitie s, ·that lies right on the 
front steps of the ~vhite House," Senator 
Humphrey declared. 

"It is a mess which has accumulated because 
for seven long years, a narrow and outdated 
concept of the role of the American President 
has prevailed. 

"A President is more than a ceremonial head of stci:E, who reigns but 
~ot rules. He is more than a me~ te r ofkings and a grea±er of visiting 
p r ime ministe rs. His responsibilities do not begin and end with a regular 
a nd rythmic s v.linging of the veto ax. 

I 
J 

"In this day and age, the responsibility of the President is, in its 
ultimate sense, a total one. 

"Yet tod ay some of the most import ant responsibilities of the President •.. 
v1hat I like to call the new dimension s of the 'i·vhite House •. • are being 
s lighte d or ignore d. 

"He r e are some of these new dimensions as I see them -- these vital 
a s p e cts o f the most important elective post in the world : 

1. "The Pre sident is an initiator. He no longer can sit waiting for 
Congress to act, ben react vli th his s i gnature or his veto. He has the 
:r.·espons ibility of a.nalyzing the nation's n e .;ds at home and abroad, and 
putting bcfor Con~ress an a dequate and comp r e h e nsive program to mee t 
t hem. 

2. "The President is an educa tor. He is one Ame rican who can command 
t he na";.ion's atten-:ion at will. He sl1 n l d , if he is wise, use his pri-
v i 1 PI:JCO acce ss to : he eyes and ears o f 180 w i 11 i rm 1\mPricans to clarify 
-d~het tha n confuse the issue s 1 to s e t forth facts rather than slogans. 

Th 
3

• "The Pre s i dent is a recruite r. His job is too big for any one man. 
e refore ~-e must draw to the t·Jhite Hou s e and to the gre at departments of g ove rnme nt bl 1 1 · · ~he tr ~ . e me n and women fr~m a . areas of l~fe --the bus~ness world, , 

nd a d e Ul. ll')ns, t he farm organ1.zat~on, y e s, and above all, the unive rsities : 
d reser.~r~h i n nt-ih,t-inns He nee ds a range of a ' vJho's vJho' not the a rrown • ' - e ss o f a Dun and Br~astree t. 

. 4. "The President must be a skille d and pat i e nt negotiator. Our chief 
~ ~~ l~~~ t! in f act. The time has passe d whe n he can d e legate this function 
c a Y v . ;:,. Secretary of State, hm.,reve r able. 

"The gro',7j r q • f · ' l f ' -~- ot lit i h • l.mportant o l.n tPn•;:) +-l.ona a£ al.rs -- not to mention the 
- . ~t tart~n c ~ "~' .. r.t8r of the So v i e t Government-- forces decision-making 
_ l.g 0 

e top. To b . ~r<=~ ~i-fi. c , the Presioen t: we e l e ct in Novembar must 

(more) 
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.i.t down 1t1ith Prime IVlinister t-1aciVlillan, with President DeGaulle, and with 
:~ airman I<hrushchev . This is major league competition -- and we run the 
:::.sk of being hall'lffiered out of the ball park unless we come in with a 
~· jor league pit~her. 

5. "The Pres ident must; above all, be a leader -- of his party and 
·. -= his nation. He must stand, not aside from politics, but at its forefront . 
.. "' must unite the varied elements of his party behind a vigorous and 
·8rward-loolting program. And he must lcno\'J how to rally all the resources 
· ~ this great nation -- physical, intellectual, and spiritual -- to 
·.~G t the problems and rise to the challenges of the 1960's. 

"President Roosevelt and President Truman measured up tD the job, 
.~ all its dimensions. Under them, America enjoyed and exercised world 
oadership. For seven years , we have drifted along with minimum leadership 
·· what I characterize as, at best, a caretalce government. 

"1·Je cannot continue to drift without facing 
diaster. A small nation can afford to be safely 
and prudently little. A great nation must be great 
or perish," Senator Humphrey declared. 

-30-
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MIDWAY JUNIOR HIGHSCHOOL 
CAMPBELL , CREEK, WEST VA. 

[During the 1952 campaign, we heard a 

lot from our Republican friends about 11 the mess 

in Washington. 11 

These Republicans were very inaccurate 

reporters, because there wasn't any mess in 
c::: 

Washington. But they proved to be first-rate 

prophets, because there is one now. 

0he mess in Wsshington is more than a chronic 

case of conflict of interest, of high officials who 

have had to resign -- even though the cast of 

characters, in order of their disappearance, 

ranges all the way from GOP National Chairman 

C. Wesley Roberts in 1953 to StiLman Adams and his 

vicuna coat. 

0 ') 
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~ The mess is more than too rna~ Big Dealers 
---==:::::: 

moving in and out of posts in public service for 

which they have neither training or talent --- , 

even though Mr. Philip Stoddard Brown, a highly 

respected financial columnist for the Washington 
-:::----·---~·--·-

POST , was moved to write·: 

J.'Time and again, corporation executives 

with no understanding of the complicated problems 

at issue have been appointed to high office --

sometimes to serve only a couple of years, and then 

be replaced by others with an equal lack of 

understanding." 

( Yes, the mess in Washington is more than 

this. It is a rubbish heap of evaded or postponed 

problems, a scrap pile of unrealized or bungled 
" 
opportunities, that lies right on the front steps - --") 

of the White H«>.os~e. __ ----- --
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It is a mess which has accumulated 

because, for seven long years, a narrow and 
~ 

outdated concept of the role of an American 
~ =-- ---

President has prevailed. 

. fj., President is more than a ceremonial 

head of state, who reigns but not rules. He 

-
is more than a meeter of kings and a greeter 

of visiting prime ministers. His responsibilities 

do not begin and end with a regular and rhythmic 
~ --

swinging of the veto ax. 

!_President Truman always had a plaque 

standing on his desk in the White House which 

read: 11The buck stops here. " 

l_What he meant was that, in this day and 

age, the responsibility of the President is, in 

its ultimate sense, a total one. 
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L The ultimate responsibility for economic 

stagnation in West Virg~nJa lies in the White _______. 
House -- as also does the responsibility for 

the decline of American leadership in the world. 

You don't hear of this plaque in the 

White House any more. And sometimes it seems 

that the buck goes round and round in orbit, 
~--~~--------~=-~==~ 

without ever landing on anyone's desk, let 

alone the President's. 

L But it doesn't work, of course. It 

merely means that some of the most important 

responsibilities of the President --what I like to 

call the new dimensions of the White House--
·-
are being slighted or ignored. 

Here are some of these new dimensions, as 

I see them -- these vital aspects of the most 

important elective post in the world. 
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I. The President is an initiator. V~......__.~_~_:_., ____ _ 
He no longer can sit waiting for Congress 

to act, then react with his signature or his 

veto. He has the responsibility of analyzing 

the nation •s needs at home and abroad, and 

putting before Congress an adequate and 

comprehensive program to meet them. 

) . The President is an educator. ~ 
He is the one American who can 

command the nation's attention at will. He 

should, if he is wise, use his privileged ------------------- - -
access to the eyes and ears of 180 million 

Americans to clarify rather than confuse 

the issues, to set forth facts rather than slogans. 

~- The President is a recruiter. ~ -({~ 
His job is to big for any one man. Therefore 
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he must draw to the White House and 

to the great departments of government able 

men and women from all areas of life --

the business world, the trade unions, the 

farm organizations, yes, and above all , the 

universities and research institutions. He needs 
·- -----

t' 
the range of a 11Who's Who'', not the n~owness 

of a Dun and Bradstreet. 
---

4. The President must be a skilled and 

patient negotiator --~ 

Our chief diplomat, in fact. 

The time has passed when he can 

delegate this function totally to a Secretary of 

State, however able. 

The growing importance of international 

affairs -- not to mention the totalitarian character 

--
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of the Soviet Government-- forces decision-making 

right to the top. 

To be specific, the President we elect m 

November must sit down with Prime Minister 

Macmillan, with President DeGaulle, and with 

Chairman Khrushchev. 

This is major league competition -- and we 

run the risk of being hammered out k of the 

ball park unless we come in with a major league 

pitcher. 

5. The President must, above all be a 

leader of his party and of his nation. He must 

stand, not aside from politics, but at its forefront. 

He must unite the varied elements of his party behind 

a vigorous and forward - looking program. And he 

must know how to rally all the resources of this 
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great nation -- physical, intellectual, and 

spiritual -- to meet the problems and rise to the 

challenges of the 1960's. 

President Roosevelt and President Truman 

measured up to the job, in all its dimensions. 

Under them, America enjoyed and exercised world 

leadership. For seven years we have drifted along 

with minimum leadership-- what I characterize as, 

at best, a caretaker government. 

J We cannot continue to drift without facing 

disaster. A small nation can afford to be safely 
c= -

and J11Jk prudently little. A great nation must be -...,.....,.._-------. 
great -- or perish. 
r - ._ 

4 alvin Coolidge sat in the White House at 

a time when little seemed to be required of him 
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ex~ept a talent for normalcy. Even he seems to have -.... 
felt a little uneasy about it -- for he once declared 

that it w~s-~e before he realized that-he -could 

fall asleep, and still find America there when he woke 

up. 

~o us in this year of 1960, this is very far ------.. 

from being a joke. 

We cannot be sure that, if we continue~ 

sleep-walking into the future, America will still 

be there when we wake up -- at least the America 

we know and love, and to which the world has looked 

with hope and respect. 

May 6, 1960 



~ lc.:. st Virginia Humphrey for 
Presiden>c Commit.tee 

25 Capitol Stree t 
Charleston, W_gt Virginia 
Dickens 4-3671 

For Re lease : Monday p .m.'s 
1'•1ay · 9, 1960 

KE:l:H.\fEDY I FAILS TO r.lEASUR2 UP I AS DEl\iQCRP.TIC NO~UNEE 

CHARLESTObT, Illlay 9 -- Why Kennedy "fafls to measure up" to the kind 

of a candidate wi·th which Democrats ~an win in November was outlined by 

Senator Humphrey/ Democratic Presidential candidate, in a talk this noon 

t o business agent s of labor organizations here. 

Six reasons4 taken from his voting record, were cited as evidence that 

the l·iassachusett ::; s ~nator "has too many handicaps to overcome" to lead the 

Democratic party t o victory. 

"1-ve Democra·:.:. s need a standard bearer \rdth a record that will stand 
public scrutiny, " Senator Humphrey said. 

"1\ ll through this primary, my opposition has insisted upon injecting 
fringe issues as a smokescreen to prevent voters from really looking at the 
record. 

"Now, at a late hour, Senator Kennedy says he hopes voters \'lill make 
·their choice 'on the issues' • I agree -- but I suggest the best way to 
d.etermine ho\•7 each of us stands on the issues is to e~{amine our past voting 
records," Senator Humphrey added. 

Here are the "six voting record issues ' Senator Humphrey said would 
"seriously handicap Kennedy ' as the Democratic candidate: 

l. "Ke nnedy voted with Rept'lblicans of the 80th Congress to over­
r ide President Tr uman's veto of an anti-labor resolution preventing expansion 
of social securi·ty coverage. Can \rTe Democrats '.-dn with a standard bearer 
who turned his b a ck on President Truman? 

2. "I<~nnedy voted against lowering personal income taxes by 
raising personal exemptions for each dependent from $600 to $800, for the 
benefit of the average taxpayer; yet protected wealthy taxpayers by voting 
against closing special privilege tax loopholes. Can we Democrats win with 

standard beare r who favors special privilege in tax policy against the 
average taxpayer ? 

3. "I-::cnnedy was the only Democrat in the Sena ·te to vote with 
Jche Republicans Zor the Eisenhower-i.ifixon high-interest rate 'windfall' 
f inancing plan on highway construction that would have added 3~ billion 
dollars to high\vay costs. Can we D; mocrats win \V'ith a standard bearer 
·1ho plays footsi e with the Big Noney interests this way? 

Ll. "l(ennedy voted against doubling hospital CO':lstruction grants 
under the Public Health Service, slowing down the building of new hospitals 
t hroughout the country and curtailing jobs for the building trades. Can we 
D3mocrats win with a standard bearer who has a record againstproviding 
a dequate hospital facilities? 

5. "Kennedy voted against expanding and liberalizing the Housing 
Act of 1957, by increasing mortgage-purchase authority of FNr,lA, encouraging 
cooperative hous i ng, and prohibiting discounts on government-insured mort­
gages. Can we Democrats win with a standard bearer who joins the Republi­
cans to slow down housing construction? 

6. "Kennedy has repeatedly voted to cut drastically appropriations 
for public works, including funds for many vitally needed flood control 
and river develo:r::-ment projects here in 1i7est Virginia. Can we Democrats 
win with a standard bearer who has refused to provide jobs by supporting 
needed publicwork s projects? 

IJl 0 R E 
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"These are Republican votes, not Democratic 
votes .__ and not the v o·tes of a man who can 
l ead Jche Democrats to victory," Senator Humphrey 
declared. 

' If people w).ll look at the voting record, instead of clever adver­
~-sing propaganda, they will see that i t is I~ennedy, not Humphrey, who 

·1n't win for the Democrats in Novembe L . 

"How can we r.un a campaign against Nixon, if we have a candidate who 

'.S voted so many times vlith the Republicans and agains t his fellow Demo-

:ats? 

'That • s the question "\lv~ s ·t Virgin::. ::;. Democrats bet'cer ask themselves 

·~-~ en they go to t he polls tomorrow." 

-30-



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


