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HUMPHREY CRITICIZES "LITTLE LEADERSHIP" OF GOP 

ST . LOUIS, Missouri, Sept . 8 Senator Hubert H. Humphrey tonight 

denounced the "little leadership" of the Republican Administration 

and called for ' a grand design for a peri od of growth and greatness ." 

Minnesota's senior Senator spoke at the annual convention of the 

Internat i onal Assoc i at i on of Machinists here . 

"We are living in big and exciting years," Humphrey said. "This 
is a great age of big problems, and of big opportunities. 

"Por too long we have been adrift with little men at the helm, 
men of little visi on, l i ttle dari ng , and too little concern for people. 

Humphrey emphas i zed what he called "too little leadership in 

foreign policy," and added : 
11 We have had too little economic expansion and growth . We have 

too little respect for and appreciation of American labor. We have 
had too l i ttle concern for economi c j ustice for the farmer." 

The Senator said that America ~, can not answer the threats of 

Khrushchev and Castro tmless we . have the leadership and determination 

to invest in our nation 1 s strength and grov'lth. 11 

Humphrey called for "sound investments" to assure a strong defense 

force, better schools , improved health facilities and "above all the 

increased usefulness a1d productivity of our people." 

"vlhat sort of fut ure does Ameri ca have, 11 he asked, "if four and 
a half million citizens cannot find jobs? 

"What sort of future does America have i f healthy and eager boys 
just out of hi gh school find nothing to do but stand on the streets, 
waiting for excitement -- and trouble?" 

Humphrey called fo r establishment of an Area Redevelopment 

Program to help redt.ce unemployment and approval of his Youth Conser­

vation Corps proposal to help cut down juvenile delinquency. 
11 These are investments in Ameri ca 1 s strength, in America 1 s 

future," he added. 

"VIe must have leadership that will awaken the people to the needs 
of these and other investments which America can and must afford. 

11 It is time to put a. gl"'and design into our national effort, 11 he 
concluded. 11 It is time to let the Ameri can people know that they 
are being called t o a period of growth and greatness. " 
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Excerpts of Address by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

Before The 
International Association of Machinists 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Thursday, Sept. 60 

In the past few years, our people have 

paused often to wonder about the directions of 

America, the goals of America. 

Newspapers and magazines have looked hard 

at the subject of "Our National Purpose." 

Outstanding leaders and thinkers have attempted 

to define our country's aims. 

Basic questions have been asked and 

considered: 

~Is our prestige dwindling in other nations? 

~Is our physical strength all that it should 

be? 

0 
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the-- at ion 1 s moral and spiritual power forceful 

enough? 

f.:_re we drifti;Jg aimlessl 

medioc-rity? 

on a lazy sea of 
.., ---

The leaders and philosophers have had their 

say. I would like now to repeat what American 

labor says. For I believe that the nation 1 s -------
working men and women have their own answers 

z:.::::s:_::-:-.=- ::::e:;::: -

-- and will not be fooled by those pleasant 

little words spoken so often from the White 

H d h II d t II II ffi • t" ouse, wor s sue as .•.. a equa e ...• su c1en •.. 

"middle of the road. 11 

~They know that this is no time for 

"moderation" or for dynamic apathy. 

~ -==:;;;;;; ...... _~ 



L(~o~th::-America --and the world 

needs more than a photogenic smile and soft 

reassurance from P,Ositipn~ -
nstead a ral 

voice of inspiration and 

leadership, challenging us to fulfill our 

heritage as leaders of the free world. 

~We need the vision and~ring to design our 

destiny, rather than timidity and indifference 

which force us to retreat into humiliating 

stagnation and defeat. 

We need to create events, rather than 

react to them. 

We must regain the sense of dedicated 

purpose that has carried our nation forward in 
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the periods of crisis in the past, and given 

our society and our economy the vitality it 

needed to withstand any onslaught. 

We have everything to work with -- if 

we are inspired wi th the will anq the 

determination and the zeal to go to work for 

the kind of America in which we believe. 

It is time for someone to cry, "Wake up 

America -- the siesta is over! 11 ~ ~ 
(.J-4 t/'--' ....-

"America is ei~her on the way np or the 

way down. The one certainty in life is change 

-- change by growth, or change by decay. 

~ In a world seething with desire to break 

through the economic and social shackles of the 

past, it lIs iii' tGe rii ABE ppitgn §§ I I .. 
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~t is time to think big -- and act 

I have travelled this count~y, met the 

people, and learned from its working men and 

women. 
~ 
~ know fully that the United States is 

a big and exciting country. 

~nd this is a great country. It lives 

now in years of tremendous challenge -- a 

great age of big problems, perhaps -- but 

big 02 ortunities too. 

~or too long we have been left adrift 

with little men and little minds at the helm. 

In high offi~es, we have had men of little vision, 
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little daring, and too little concern for 

people. 

t(History may well be perplexed that this 

era of bigness in everything else has produced 

at the same time an era of littleness in 

leadership. 

~ We have had too little leadership in 
~ 

foreign policy. 

have had t.~~~~-~l~i~t~t~l~e~e~c~=o~n~o_m_i_c_~A- -~v 

expansion and {~ 
J;:-==-

We have done too little to build enough 

homes. --------~ We have done too little to build enough 

schools, and provided too little increases 

in educational opportunities for our young 

people. 

\ 
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little care for 

elderly citizens. 

have done little to renew and revitalize I 
our great urban centers. 

~We have had too little concern for 

economic justice for the farmers. 

~e have h . .-.. .-~ .... 111111• 

little about civil rights. 

done too I 
And~ yes~~ave had too little respect 

~~=k tptrK L~ J 
and appreciation of American labor. ~~~~·~s;ro;~~:__._ 

~e have had, regretably, the responses -~ ~ 
of timid men to great issues. We have had 19th ~ 

1 

Century thinking . on _:_oth Cent~s. ) ~ "}() c:!t-
f th ~ 
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~t is time to put a grand design into 

our national effort to take planning out 

of the qoghouse, and put it into the White House. 

Let us make clear to the world that we 

Americans are builders -- investors -- that 
- ;:::::::=- -

we have a grand design for a greater America 

and a better world, with the ability to put 

it into action. 

~ The next President of the United States 
) 

and Congress will have to take off the wraps 

-- to free America's energies and resources for 

constructive work, and to tell the American people 

the plain truth.~-~U////:--_ ~ 
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~ The next President must have more than 

just executive ability. He must have a vision 

of a stronger, more prosperous and just 
t ..... 

America -- and the zeal to inspire others to 

help him achieve it. ~ ~~ 4 r 
~ He and other leaders must show our people 

And ~t1must awaken Arneric~to the realizat~n 

that we cannot afford complacency in the world 

of unrest, poverty, disease, and illiteracy . 
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ha e made 

the 

I say we can and must afford the tools to 

build for America's future -- tools that are 

not expenditures. 

We must invest in our educational system. 

Our children and future generations of children 

need more classrooms and more teachers. 

We must invest in our defense. Our 

stren th must be maintained if we are to avert 

the threats of war. 

/ ~e must invest in our health. Our country 

needs more hospitals~ programs for pollution 



control, and expanded medical research. 

~e must invest in our mobility . Our 

economy needs highways and airports if it is 

4~gro;~~~~~ 
Above all, we must invest in the 

Go 

usefulness and productivity of our people. 

What sort of future does America have if 

strong, intelligent and well-trained men 

cannot find work? 

Can we progress if top officials fight 

and veto Area Redevelopment programs which would -
help reduce unemployment now gripping four 

and a half million citizens~ 

~What sort of future does America have if 

~l: healthy and eager boys just out of high school 
J 
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L find nothing to do bu:_s~an::_~~ th:~reets, 
waiting for excitement and trouble? Can we 

progress when an Administration says we can't 

afford a Youth Conservation Corps which would 

do something about juvenile delinquency? 

~Sound investments must be made, now, to 
~- _,. 

-

assure every man the chance to work and produce, 

and to give each community a share of our 
~ 

so-called ••prosperity". 

Ameria will grow, if we make these investments 

in u pot , Amer1 c f<J co]]l o he maws 

w 



~-

sit quietly 

in the sun and allow the shadows of alien 

powers to move over us . 
nxtt 

~Make ~' mist~ke, the forces of 

Communism and totalitarianism are moving 

swiftly . They are working full time -- yes, 

they are working overtime . 

uoatlon 

~ussian and Red Chinese propaganda efforts 

are being vigorously expanded . Throughout 
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Asia and Africa, the Communists are pouring 

steady streams of words and pe~e into the 

newly emerging nations. 

~Communist determination and ruthlessless 

are undiminished. We 

to answer these threats. 

Our answer to the Khrushchevs and the Castros 

()~7/ZL 
of the world must be a free AmericaAwhich is 

growing, thriving, moving forward. 
't"""" 

Our anwer must be a free nation which 

rejects "adequacy " and "moderation" 

programs, hoasing projects. 



~-

And our final and ultimate answer must 

be fulfillment of the greatness within America, 

a full exertion of the spirit, the vigor, the 

zeal and the dedication that is our great 

heritage in this land of the free, and home 

of the bravet> 
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