% / (Let. 11~/ &
FROM:

SENATOR JOEN P, EKEHEEDY®S

FATIONAL COWFERERCE ON CONSTITUTTIORML REDIETS AND AMERICAN FREEDOM

Park Sheraton Hotel

Tth Avenus at 56th Street

Kew Ym‘k, !o!v

For Iumediate km‘ udu’ Octobar 12

SEEATOR HIMPEREY'S REPCRT TOf SENATOR EENMEDY AT
BATICEAL COEFERENCE OM COMSETIUTIONAL RIGHTS AND AMERICAN FREEDOM

Sevator Kennedy, yoa asked us to meet here, even 4in the midst
of the campaign, to turn 5 gma of the heat about civil rights inte
lightesto chart @ course of sction 4n carrying ocut the Democrstie
platform adopted in Los Angeles.

Some L400 pecple from all over the country came bere at your
invitation. They ceme at #eir own sxpeose beoduse they wanted to
contribute %o the program of sction to whish the Democratic Party 4o
comuitted, They took time out from tbeir femily lives and local
camgaigning because you thought it was importsote-and because they
thought it was importantesto do some clear thinking end Joint
plaoning on the specific oteps wecessary %o earzry out our platform.

Sepator Kennedy, lat me be frank: things sre goding well out our
way, but it is a tough race, and I have not left my heme dase
for many forays cutside Minnesota. But I thought that this precedent
you arve setting in calling such 2 meeting was so constructive that
I could not fail to come. And I am happy I 444, for you have B
assenbled here some of the finest people I mave aver met=-people
from 42 states--pecple who are experts in the field of constitutiomsl
rights, people who bave been fighting for those rights, year in and
year out.

I bope the Rfpublicans will be fnspired or cballenged to
try to convene such a meeting on the implementation of their eivil rights
platform, even such as 4t is. I don’t think ey could assemble
anything like the group we bhave here. Bocause elthough e minoktty
of Democrats disagree with our platform, the mjority want action;
end the opposite seeams to be the case in he other mriy: & majority
seemed to oppose the Rockefeller platform forced upon them, er at
least the majority wvere indifferent to eivil rights. We Democrats,
vhatever owr faults, are not indifferent.



-

Humphreye-2

Because we oare=<and care passionately=-abplt the rights of all
Amarieans, we have worked herd these last two dayn. We have taksn
testimony from 63 experts and witnssses with Pirstehand evidence on the
problems at band right up td the moment you arvived. So there 4s no
time for a fimal report to you. We are going to prepare sush reports.
Bach panel 1s going to get %o work on them imwmdiately., We will
subadt them o0 you, slong with the full trxanseript of this conferents,
as soo: @ they are ready. But let me now sum up some of the mein pofnts
that have emerged from the testimony and dfscussion.

On the legislation panel, headed by Semator Clark end Congressmen
Collsr, yom know the poimts covered; the proposals in the platiorme-
for an improvemeut of Congressicoal procedures so that majority rule
prevalls and decisions can be nmsde after reasonable debate vithout beind
blocked by a minority in eitber house, for a natiomal FEFC, for an
end to literacy tests and poll taxes, for desegregation undersay in
every school district by 1963, We also heard testimony on hom e rule
for the District of Columbia and for action %o require reapportiommant
of Congressioml and state legisladive districts according to equal
population standards. It woe the consensus of the panel that comprehensive
civil rights legislation should be high on the agenda for sction during
the first 100 days of & wnev Democratic Administretion. I kuow that when
you and your advisors study the full tsanseript of this conferemce, you
vill find meny practical suggestions for moving ehead on all these points,

There wes & pamel on Bxecutive Action in the Helds of education,
voting and the administration of justice, headed by Governor Mempen Willdsms
apd Frank Reeves. Li. Governor Philleo Mash of Wiscomsin apd Fracklin
Willisms, Assistant AtSorney General of California vere deputy chairmen.
They beard dramctic testimony from the former prined pel of Climtom High
School in Tenmessee who told how little support & community under fire
in the procese of desegregation received from the federsl govermmant,
They beard frcm other witnesges from the South how this cold shoulder
by the Executive branch--how this Republican imsction and indifference,
this refusal. to aetate the mosal case or set the moral tomseeccrippled the
forces of reason and geodwill. The plea of every vitness was for & Presiident
vho would speak on thiae fssues and act on them abead of time before he
erisis overtakes us--bafore violence erupte and the only quastion is
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maintaining oxder. It 4s Justice which must be estabiished and this
takes leadership by & President who is not above the battle. It wua
proposed that thero be & Whitdd Siowse Conferenceceoy conferences«-cn this
issue, as part of & progam of executive initiative--28 ome way to
carry out the platform pledge of "inventive, imegimative, persuesive
lsadership by the President of the United States.®

On voting, the lessons of 1recent years are also clears a
do-littla Department of Justice has brought only six ceses under the
new povars to protect the right te vote gramted by Congrese 4inm 1957
and 1960=-ix cases in three years, In @erms of the demsnds of the
situetion, this is hexcusable Incompetenmce or indifference by thef
Department of Justice and the Attormey Generel, The Civil Rights
Camission found scme 16 counties to beve a majority of voting-age
Negroes and not one Eogro registered--and mot one single voting rights
sult bas been brought by this Administzetion in & single one of these
counties. The vitnesses called for vigorous and widespread use of the
povers given by Congress to end all such denials of the right to vote
by en Attmyﬁemmlﬂmin;tomwmm and go beyond a hendful
of tokeu cases.

The last panel was on Executive Action 4in the fields of employe
meut, housing and publie faecilities. Governcr Liétmau and Congressmen
Digzs were co-chairmen, vith former Secretary Osear Chapuwan awd Mighigan
FEFC chairman Alex Puller ©s deputy chairmen. Here, too, the recard of
recent immetion is almost wmbelievabls. We heard documsuted testimony
dmmuw.mw Contracts Commit@es in case after
case., ﬁ.t&etthtummm, under Mr. Nixon's cheirmsaship,
not one eingle cobtract bas been revoked becouse of racial duer.‘.-:lutiou-_-
@ven though 33 major plants of govermment coutrectors were found to have
not one single Negio employedefits in wikh M. Hixon's repeated oppesition
in the House and the Ssmats o an effective FEPCe The thrust of the
testimony, from pecple who know and have studied the experiemce.the recced
of imaction and failure of Mr. Bixon's committec-ois summed up by the
simple fvet of no action %o require compliance. President Trunen, in
line with the desegregation of the armed services he cxdered, set up a
Comittse ou Govermment Contracts Compliance to require canpliance with ¢the
clauvge against discrimiretion om every gpvermpeut contrect, When Prepident
Eisonhover and Mr. Nixon took over, they changed the pame to “"Coamittes
on Goverment Contracts"esthey left “Complience® out. The importane: of
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this pouver of the Executive BPranch to enforce comtimet cozpliance~-the
great ocpportunity for lsadershipesis indicated by Mr. Nixoa's statenent
on television that one out of four Jobe are allotted by persons
holding govermment comtracts. Hexre is e field where a new Democratic
Adeinistration must take vigorous and firmm action.

The same thing is txue dn the field of bousing. The Republican
Administration has failed to issus the executive order agaivst discrimivation
in federally-assisted housing recommended upsnimously by the Civil Rights
Commission over 13 months age. The Republican candidate has taksn no stand
on this, HMost of the witnesses here supported your longestanding positionee
and that of the Democratie platforme«in faver of such an executive ovders
The procblem is complex, but one place to begin & solution is in the
operations of the Fedeval Govermment. The prineiple which panel meabers,
1like the Demgeratic platform, endorse is, in the words of a history-making
California case, that “when one dips ocus's hands into the federal treasury,
8 lttle democracy neceasarily clings thereto.” It was proposed that the
antidote to restrictive covenamts is an affirmative covenant against recial
discrimination rusming with all federally-assisted housing.

This pacel also heard testimony on the need for executive action
to end discrimimation in all federally-aided facilities, such @s eirporis,
and for presidential support of peaceful protesis to end diserimination
in ald public places.. One of the student sitein Ilsaders gsve eloguent
testimony on the moral issuss inveolved. %The need for Presidential moral
leedership bhere, too, was cbvicus, and your repeated support of the sit-doun
demonstreations as a new way of §= people standing up for their rights
wvas congidered meoast significant and constructive.
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In both extcutive action panels it wes proposed that there b» established
in the White Hoase an office resovonsible dircctly to the President to see to it
that exacutive action in eivil rights is promtly and vigorously exoedited br
‘the responsible fiederal cgencies.,

Summing up, the main points made in the testimony were:

1. The new Administration should lose no time in seeking the enactment
of a comprehensive civil rights bill, incorvorating the vlatform pledges,

2, Wnite House initiative should be taken, including the holding of a
series of White House Conferences, to create the condigions for eompliance
with the Supreme Court®s school desegregation decisions.

3. The next President should see to it that the full powers of the
Attorney Ceneral arve used to prevent further denials of the right to vote.

Lo The next President shovld premptly issue executive orders
prohibiting discrimination in federallyeessisted housing and reorranizing
the Gomittee on Governwent Contracts so that diserininetion will be
ended in the millions of jobs allotted by government contractors.

This is only a sketch of what we hove heard and much 1s omitted,

The panels will proceed now to put 211 this on naper with more specific
recommendationse It is my hope, as I am sure it is yours, that those
panels will be chamged with continning resvomsibilities snd that you will
eonsult with therm »fter the election 28 you have now. Yeanwhile, 1ot me
report thet this asseubly of Demoecrsts en’ indesendent Americans means
business about earrying out osr historic 1960 platforn and we are
confident that a new Demooratic Administration, under your leadership,
will do this job end do it wall,



HUMAN RIGHTS FOR ALL

Remarks of

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey

National Conference on
Constitutional Rights

New York City

8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1960

We must never forget that when we
"\_\

talk about civil rights and about

——————
constitutional rights, we are talking er§uﬂﬂ“ﬂ/V\s

r—— Pr—

about human rights, human dignity, and .F\—*-§>

ap— -

—
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self-respect for everyone of God's

e —

children on this earth.

1{\ We must carry out the American

promise of human rights and human

freedom —M is
morally right to do so =-- W

u— e |

ggyﬁnumtgt_is politically soundoqs—-

-




the eyes of a restless world are upon

us.

Tl sedsmpmrriof—tive—OColdg MWar

~SELEasier

JZNIt is imperative from an inter-

national point of view for America to
. e

fulfill its promises of human rights

R —— e

and human dignity. The peoples of

-

™

Asia, Africa and Latin America want
- =

to know whether our deeds measure up

to our words.
{__________________________.——-—-‘7

They want t© know whether our

laws and our high prinicples are

—~— =3
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ignored or flouted. They want to

know whether human dignity and human

R4

freedom is backed up nes-essin the

—

Wnhite House “JiAéﬁéry community in
America.
/i:We must make it crystal clear that
i R i R
the promise of freedom and human
dignity ?E_E_Efﬂﬂise we are eager to
.

share with the rest of the world --

with all mankind.

—

—_—

ago that America is '"an empire for
R T ———

liverty" -- "a standing monument, an

example for the aim and imitation of

—— -

the people of other countries."

o r—

’ZZrhomas Jefferson declared 160 years
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I believe the United States of America

can -- and must -~ inspire and lead the

way toward a brighter future for all the

__.—-—'—'_'_._._._.__

world.

ZBut to do so, we must understand

and accept the opportunities for

constructive action to advance human

- ——————

dignity and human freedom.

= ————

/{\The Supreme Court decision of 1954
against segregation of school children
was a landmark of freedom -- a beacon
of hope -- in mankind's eternal struggle
for human dignity.

All Americans are deeply indebted

to our federal courts for upholding
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human rights and the rule of law -- for

upholding the constitutional rights

guaranteed to every American.

But our courts cannot -- and should

not -- carry the whole burden of human

freedom. The vast authority and \

T >

prestige of the President must back up
&______.—-—-—'_'_.——_-_—'—_ T —

Cit ‘w‘f‘ﬁLQ
legal rights The powerful voice of the Ftizv

5 -

President as®conscience to the nation

. ey E—— =]

must help turn legal rights into human

rights.

Unfortunately, since 1954, this

country has suffered a tragic lack of

executive leadership in the broad area

of human rights.

gt

Yuatiasl




The tremendous

this Rgqpublican Adny

by the

Now Xpect
Congressg
I would There are Jﬁgt Ao/ many

8 for the experienc:

on/civil rights.
<
nggg Fhe President -- the only
national leader elected by all the

people --can use his power and prestige

[ —

to lead public opinion =-- and to force

"-——_,—-—l-—'_'—.-._.--.__
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Congress into action.

/ffnd I am here to tell you that with

-r

Jack Kennedy in the White House you

will see such action by Congress and

B

—

the rest of the federal government

—— . T

as you have never seen before.

—

,Afégny of the people who advise
>—4——

delay in acting on civil rights tell

g

us "You have to change the hearts of
men before you can expect to change
legal sanctions to prejudice."

/<I would be the first to grant that

nothing 1is as effective in

e i

KRN
guaranteeing human rights and equality
i

as a change of heart in the people who
Fo e R AR e e

harbor feelings of prejudice.
d__—_——-—-_'-—-____




B
[igpt it is wrong to think that
governmental action can do nothing to
cause a chénge of heart. The argument
that we must rely exclusively on moral
and spiritual regeneration overlooks
the distinction between prejudice and

discrimination.

Z Discrimination involves behaviour,

—

action and choice.

———

‘AZ_ErgJudice is a matter of belief,

e —
attitude and involunatry feeling.

-

{ We seek by law to attack

discrimination -- not prejudice.
P e

;Z:hff we succeed in eliminating

discrimination by law, we have

e ——

d—

reason to expect lessening of prejudice
——— _..—-——-———"'"_'_-__d_—_'_-__-‘_




...9_

in the hearts of men will be a by-product

P T

of our success in breaking down the legal

supports to bigotry, intolerance and
____________.._.—-—-—————_‘3

discrimination.
I believe the civil rights plank
e S
adopted by the Democratic Party at
Los Angeles is the best statement on
civil rights ever made by any political
party in America.

Oufﬂgigffggm,ﬂa¥3—it is the duty of
Congress to enact those laws which are
necessary to protect and promote the
constitutional rights of every American.

And our platform says it is the duty
0“-_/-’/

of the President to see that these
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rights are respected -- that the law

of the land is faithfully observed.

It is time for new leadership in

- e ———
-

America to end drift and indecision

on the basic, fundamental issues of

e

human dignity and human rights,

y

Z It is time for new leadership from the

White House to advance human digq}ty
and freedom for all Americans.
IgZL\Fe cannot have complete pride in
our nation until every American enjoys
full Constitutional rights.

Every man, woman, and child must
be treated and judged equally as a
human belng, and must be given equal

opportunity.
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Opportunities for education, employment

and recreation must be made equal for

each citizen. All Americans must have equal

access to voting booths, schoolrooms,

jobs, housing, and all public facilities.

We must guarantee constitutional

rights to all. And to do the job, the

influence and authority of the President

of the United States must back up the

laws of the land.

This is what Jack Kennedy will do.

He will follow up the words of the

Democratic Platform with deeds, with

action, with leadership.

And Americar will once again be a
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light and an inspiration to those

who seek human dignity and freedom

-- to all mankind.
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