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HUMPHREY CALLS FOR CABINET-LEVEL DEPARIMEN.I' 

FOR URBAN AND METROPOL~ AFFAIRS 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.,Minn.) yesterday urged early action to estab-

lish a Department of Urban Affairs. 

Humphrey spoke at a New York City conference on metropolitan problems spon-

sored by the Lexington Democratic Club. 
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"Our cities must have vigorous, co-ordinated federal financial support with 

a dynamic Cabinet-level Department of Urban Affairs as a focal point for research, 

information, advice, and leadership," Humphrey declared. 

"It is about time that we adopt a political philosophy and political insti-

tutions which regard our urban areas as vital centers of American life -- worth 

developing as great national assets. 

"It is about time that we start giving our cities the kind of support and 

leadership they need at the national level. 

Humphrey warned that the problems of urban development should not be allowed 

to conceal the opportunities in city life: 

"--the opportunity for prosperous economic activity 

"--the opportunity for creative social life 

"--the opportunity for widening cultural development 

"--the opportunity for a growing sense of brotherhood and human dignity." 
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Urban Development -­
A National €hallenge 

Lexington Democratic Club 
New York City, March 4, 1961 

As a former mayor, I enjoy 

"' reading newspaper columns about 

city life a hundred years ago. 

The picture that emerges is 

antique. 4t is quaint. It shows 
===- 7 ~ 

a tranquil, peaceful, slow-changing 

environment with few really 

serious problems facing the mayor 

or the city council. 

t;Fifteen years ago in 

Minneapolis, life was not 

tranquil or slow-moving. As 

mayor I was wrestling with problems 

that still afflict every big city 

-- a lack of housing for low and 
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blight, traffic congestion, unmet 

education needs, law enforcement, 

inadequate tax revenues, public 
l 

health and sewage problems, and the T~~ 

conflicts of human relations. 

;(The problems \Ve face today 

in our big metropolitan centers 

often come to our attention 

because they involve physical 

discomfort, or danger in our 

daily lives. 

;(r am concerned about these 
-;;---

problems -- but I am even more 

concerned about the challenge 

of urban life to our democratic 
== 

polit ical institutions and our 

democratic way of life, with its 
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;(open society, its opportunity for 

individual achievement, social 

progress, and human dignity. 

/,In the next ten years 

America wi 11 add 30 mi 11 ion 
=-z::=s 

people to its present 180 million 

and 25 of that 30 million will 

be in our ma jor metropolitan centers. 

Two out of every three Americans 
~ 

now live in these cities. By 

1980 four out of five will be city 
"" =;::::::---- ~ ---

people. 

L We hear about the " f 1 ight to 

the suburbs·" and the "decay" of 
:::::==--

central city areas. 4t~gnat ~on 
and sprawl, conge"S·tion and social 
~ 

conflicts threaten to turn our 

city life into a nightmare reality. 
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But at the same t . tLcvr tme we are 
/l 

wr e s t 1 i ng wi t h these p rob 1 ems , 1 e t 

us not fo!gKt the opportunities we 
rrv~~ 

find in our cities: 

the opportunity for prosperous 
--. 

economic activity 

the opportunity for creative 

social life 

the opportunity for widening 

cultural development 

the opportunity for a 

growing sense of brotherhood 

and human dignity. 

i£~;( Th~ big, tough problems of 

our cities are really a reflection 

of the dynamic vitality of American 

life. We don't want to destroy this 

vitality-- but we do want to channel 

it away from its own self-destruction. 
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Here is a tremendous challenge. 

And we do not have to- look very far 

from New York City to see that it is 

a national challenge -- a challenge 

facing many other American cities 

a challenge which calls for action 

on a national scale -- a challenge ( 

which demands federal action and 

federal leadership to call forth 

the co-operative effort necessary to 

turn our urban problems into 

opportunities for creative action. 

;(How can the average citizen 

identify h in self wit h a metropol itan 

area wh ich transcends his own experienee 
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of neighborhood or community? 

~How can this citizen make up 

his mind on issues affecting his 

area-wide met ropolitan community 

and then express himself politically? 

To ask these questions is to 

realize the challenge of urban life 

to our democratic process. 

~The problem here is political 

and our solution must be political. 

L(we see the failure of our 

political institutions to grapple 

with a major national development--­

the gro\ving urbanization of .America . 

L We see the failure of the great 

urban majority in the United States 

to win its proper representation in 

I~ 

our state legislatures and in Washington . 
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~ think it is time to arouse all 

Americans -- not just city people 

to the urgent need for genuinely 

creative urban development to revive 

Md 

for 

J 

raise city life to new 
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action is justified when 

the fabric of American life is torn 

apart by persistent social problems 

which defy any easy solution by 

communities lacking full power and 

authority to counter-attack. 

I think we c~n do this best if we 

have a Cabinet-level Department of 

Urban Affairs, responsible to the President 

and to the Congress and to the American 

people. 
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~The Secretary f Agriculture is 

concerned about the welfare of 20 million 

farm people. 

~The Secretary after 

the welfare of Arne men 

and women. 

~The Secretary of Commerce represents 

the interests of million business 

firms. 
-

And the of the Interior is 

primarily concerne with the welfare of 

small fractio o o ulation. 

~Each of these ederal departments 

has al justification, 

welfare of our country. 

~But the welfare of the city dweller 

and the interests of our great metropolitan 

areas - overlapping city, county, and state 

boundaries -- do not have an official voice 
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in the President's 

eder al act ion 
/ 

people and to speed urgently needed 

assistance to our metropolitan areas is 

inadequate. It is un-coordinated. It 

is too littl e anrl !96 late. It lacks the 

vision wh icq ca~. bring qrde r ou t of chaos . 

The various agenci es within the 

Housing and Home Finance Agency --- the 

Federal Housing Administration and the 

? 



-11-

Public Housing Administration 

particularly-- have at times followed 

conflicting poljcies. This is 

ridiculous. These agencies should 

be working together under one chief 

who has authority to knock heads 

together, to make the decisions which 

build the housing effort into an 

integrated whole which is greater 

than the sum of its parts. 

~A Secretary of Urban Affairs 

could do this. He could coordinate 

our housing efforts with transportation, 

education and other programs, helping to 

give a much needed shot-in7the-arm to 

urban development. 

~America's cities now have no 

single, clear voice within the federal 
\ > ''-" 

~ government. The Housing and Home Agency 

tries to coordinate a variety of housing 
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policies. The director of the H.H.F.A. 

has to be an alphabet ica.l wizard. He 

must coordinate the F.H.A. -- the P.H.A. 

-- Fannie Mae --with the Community 

Facilities Administration and the Urban 

Renewal Administration. 

And he must keep in touch with the 

National Housing Council which includes 

the Veterans Administration, the Small 

Business Administration, the Atomic 

Energy Commission, the federal department 

of Commerce, Agriculture , Health, Educatio 

and Welfare , Defense, and the Federal Home 

Loan Bank Board. 

Bil lions of dollars are involved 

and millions of people in urban areas are 

affected. But H.H. F .A. cannot take an 

over-all view of city problems. It is 

primarily concerned with housing, and 

important as housing may be in urban 

development, it is not the whole problem 

-i~~~a 
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a clear, 
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he 

is 

problems that will face 

a new Department of Urban Affairs? 

First of all, it wi 11 be responsible 

for carrying out the purposes of t he 

Housing Act of 1949 t<h€l ..aa:JS t morsmnental 

step forward in the field of housing 

legislation in the hisotry of our country. 
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~he Housing Act of 1949 pledged 

our nation to the proposition that 

every American family has a right to 

a decent home and a suitable living 
------

environment. 

The new Secretary of Urban Affairs 

must regard this pledge as basic to the 

existence of his department. And he 

must also carry out the intent of 

Congress as stated in the 1949 Act 

that a high rate of residential 

construction is necessary in order to 

maintain continuing full employment and 

steady growth of our national economy 

and our high standard of living. ~ 

~e a look at our investment in 

urban residential buildings. Not 

counting the value of the land they 

occupy, these residential buildings 

represent an investment of more than 

$320 billion-- nearly one quarter of 



-15-

of our total national wealth. 

Surely this shows the importance 

of slum clearance and urban renewal 

to overcome urban blight and decay. 

Yet we have only very skimpy 

information about deterioration and 

obsolescence of these residential 

properties. If they were stocks or 

bonds, we would have careful 

statistical surveys. We would . 

know the cost of obsolescence in 

terms of declining tax revenues. 

This is the kind of coordinated 

research that a Department of Urban 

Affairs can do to lay the groundwork for 

genuine progress and development in 

America's cities. 

L(The Urban Renewal Administration 

set up in 1949 has helped 475 communities 

join in 870 projects on a two-thirds 
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federal, one-third local basis -- and 

more than 1,400 smaller communities 

have received help under this urban 

development program . Public agencies 

have acquired 15,000 acres of blighted 

city slum areas for clearance -- yet 
~ 

hundreds of thousands of slum-blighted 

acres still remain. 

Fortunately we have developed over 

the past 10 years a new awareness at 

local, state, and national levels of 

the high cost of slum blight and the 

value of urban development and urban 

renewal. 

And now we have a President with the 

vision and the will to m~e forward at 
-----------------------------------------the national level to spark cooperative 

action by all levels of government in 

reviving and developing our cities. 

should have a man in his Cabinet who will 

help translate his vision into action. 
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f 1 ight to the suburbs has two 

sides -- a negative desire to escape 

crowded city life, and a positive desire 

to create a richer family life. And 

yet it sometimes seems that those who 

flee to the suburbs are creating some 

of the very conditions they hoped to 

escape. 

Our suburbs too often become social, 

racial or income "in-groups" -- fearful 

of minority intrusion, existing in an 

uneasy relationship on the outskirts of 

cities, yet nct associated with the cities 

by any rational system, and, with a few 

notable exceptions, existing on a precarious 

tax foundation. 
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Once there were green fields, trees, 

and streams surrounding our cities. 

Now there are super-highways, cloverleaf 

in t e r s e c t ions , f i 11 i ng s t at ions , ice c,r e am 

stands and billboards. And we see the 

ever-present landscape-changing 

bulldozer the forerunnerof new rows 

of houses and waves of family migrations . 

has even developed a 

literature of frustration-- a 

frutration which may well herald an 

early end to the flight to the suburbs 

and the beginning of a r e t urn to t he 

cities , t he beginning of a closer 

integration of business , social, and 

family life in an urban culture which 

enhances human dignity and individual 

opportunity. 

~other challenge is transportation. 
(. 

Too often we emphasize mobi lity for its 

own sake. I think an advanced, civilized 



-19-

society like ours should give more 

attention to convenience. We should 

bring people's homes and their jobs 

into a more C·Onvenient relationship. 

highways and good roads are 

essential -- but they are means to ffi 

end, not ends in themselves. Public 

transportation, whether public or 

privately owned, must be planned to 

serve metropolitan needs, rather thm 

particular communities or special 
..,...,---

segments of the area's population. 

substantial public support to our 

mass transportation systems if that 

becomes necessary in the public interest. 

And what about housing -- not 

housing for some, or housing for 

the many, but housing for all. 

Housing for all --we have never had it. 



-20-

Consider what Sweden has 

accomplished. Fifty years ago the Swedes 

bought up land surrounding the city of 

Stockholm to hold for future housing 

needs. 

And 25 years ago they started using 

city tax money to aid housing construction. 

They made available mun icipal credit for 

prefabricated sections of low cost houses, 
~ 

and city employees advised people how to 

build their own homes. Financing was 

made very easy -- nothing down and very 

low payments. 

Here in the United States in 1961 

we are still struggling with the lack of 

suitable land for housing, wasteful use of 

urban and suburban land, speculation in 

land and real estate, and exorbitant costs 

of land and constr uct ion . 

What are the housing conditions of 
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our people? Is good housing in our 

cities as rare as commonly reported? 

And is it true that slums and blight 

are spreading faster in some parts of 

our cities than are being eliminated 

in other parts? 

We know that nearly 9 million households 

in the United States live in substandard 

housing. Another 5 mi llion live in 

housing units that are deteriorating 

and well on their way to becoming 

substandard. And more than 25 mi llion 

people -- about one out of six -- live 

now in substandard houses. 

Thirty years ago President Roosevelt 
the 

declared that one-third ofpoc nation is 

ill-housed. We have made improvements 

but, as the wealthiest nation in the 

world, we have little to be proud of. 

Housing construction is the mot 

important element which must be 
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accelerated to provide better homes 

for all of our people. We cannot possibly 

rid ourselves of slums until an adequate 

supply of decent housing is available for 

American families now living in slums. 

~ring the next 10 years, 16 million 

new urban homes must be built to take 

care of our housing needs. About 10 

million of these are needed just to house 

new families. The other 6 million are 

needed to replace houses torn down for 

slum clearance, highway construction, 

or deterioration. 

This means we will need an average 

of one million six hundred thousand 

new homes a year. The number would vary 

from one million four hundred thousand 

in the first half of the Sixties to 

one million eight hundred thousand in 

the second half, reaching two million by 

1970. 
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These figures from a study 

by the Senate Subcommittee on Housing 

do not call for the millenium, but 

they do realistically assume that we can 
cut substandard housing in the United 
States in half by 1970. 

Our target in housing construction 
should be at least two million new 

homes a year -- mat of it priced to 

meet the housing needs of middle and 

low income families who are now priced 

out of the market for decent homes . 

This is a b i g order and it will 

need all the support it can get at the 
national level from our federal government. 
I am confident that Dr . Robert C. Weaver , 
who has served the sity of New York and 
the state of New York so ably in the 
housing field, will press this program 
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vigorously as Administrator of the 

Housing and Home Finance Agency. 

President Kennedy is deeply 

concerned about the present slump in 

housing construction. In 1960, 

housing starts totaled only one million 

two hundred thousand, and at the present 

time, we are building new homes at the 

rate of only one million a year. 

In this country, government aids to 

housing have taken many forms -- mortgage 

insurance, d i r ect and indirect lending, 

and outright grants . 

Credit is involved in all of these 

programs . 

Under the insurance programs, the 

federal government helps attract investment 

funds into mortgages by insuring the lender 
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against loss. 

In the indirect lending program, the 

Federal government is helping to maintain 

the flow of capital into mortgages by 

purchasing mortgages in the secondary 

mortgage market, when the demand for 

mortgage money is temporarily greater 

than the supply. 

At present, the Federal government goes 

into direct lending and outright grants 

only in a small way -- to help finance 

home construction for families which 

private en terprise cannot possibly take care 

of . These loan and grant p r ogr ams must be 

increased drastically if we a r e to achieve 

the goals pledgedin our Democratic p lat form 

last year. 

Fort una tely, t he presen t dmi n istrat i on 

accept s a g ir ect responsibility to hold 

dO\in the cost of money flowing into mortgages, 
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as well as other capital investments. 

President Kennedy has embarked 

on the difficult task of reducing 

interest rates in long-term investments 

and, at the same time, increasing 

interest charges on short-term money. 

Let me tell you how the cost of 

buying a house, which is profoundly 

affected by interest rates, has sky­

rocketed in recent years. 

In 1959, the average ·. FHA one­

family ne\" home was valued at $14,300 

compared with $10 ,000 in 1952. This 

was a 40 pe£cent increase. 

The average mortgage loan was 

$13,300 in 1959, compared with $8 ,300 

in 1952 a 60 percent increase. 

When financing costs are added to 

the principal amount of the loan, the 

average FHA new home buyer was committing 

himself to repaying, over the life of the 
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of the mortgage, $27,000 in 1959 

compared with $13,000 in 1952. This 

means more than a 100 percent increase 

in the cost of a home in seven years. 

I realize, of course, that the 

1959 house is, on the average, a bigger 

and better house than the 1952 house. 

The 1959 house is likely to have 10 

percent more space, and many more 

homes have four bedrooms and two 

bathrooms. But these factors do n0 t 

fully account for the increased prices. 

The purchasing power of the consumer 

rose only $1 ,000 during this same period. 

Prices moved far ahead of purchasing 

power, and this means that more and more 

low and middle income families have been 

denied access to the housing market. 

Now what is the Federal responsibility 

in these matters? Some say that these 
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rising ely the nat 

working of the 

demand. ence 

gov rnment wo ld do more 

harm than 

We 

of and hel 

an urgent 

that our F 

we us 

our na 

to use Federal 

power i s sub j e 

co sels 

the 

1 problem. 

~ve 

long as 

to the checks 

is 

restraints of the democratic process . 

------~\~d birltons to explore and 

control outer space. It is foolishness 

to balk at spending millions to raise 

our atandards of living here on this earth! 
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~hirty years ago; local taxes 

accounted for half of all public 

revenues in the United States. Todcw 

local taxes produce only one-sixth 

of all pub<lic revenues. 

~The increasing responsibilities 

of the Federal government for national 

and international security, not to 

mention the welfare needs of our fellow 

citizens, have operated so as to limit 

the tax resources available to local 

governments. 

, ~ederal~income taxes support nattonal 

defense and pay the interest on our 

national debt. State sales and income 

taxes suppor~ education, highways, and 

welfare services. 

traditional 

left for our cities? T~e i C~ 
overworked property tax, 

supplemented by a variety of makeshift revenues. 
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~At this point I want to pay my 

respects to New York City. Here you 

have an income tax and you apply it 

quite impartially to people working 

in your city -- even if they live in 
-... " 

Hackensack. New Jer se~' or Greenwich, 

Connecticut . 

L it is about time that we adopt 

a political philosophy and political 

institutions which regard our urban 

areas as vital centers of American 
...... ,..... _....,_.-. 

life -- worth deve l oping as great 

national assets . 

L(_It is about time that '~e start 

giving our cities the kirr:lof support 

and leadership they need at the national 

level. And when you think of the 

tax revenue they provide for the Federal 

government, our cities should start 

getting t he financial help they deserve. 
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~The partnership of Federal and 

city governments makes sense in 

politics and economics. 

It make s sense in politics 

because it is the only way for the 

urban majority to break through the 

discriminations now practiced by 

so many state legislatures. If the 

States will not help meet city needs, 

the cities have no other place to turn 

than to the Federal government . 

~ I often remind the "states rights" 

advocates that the States themselves 

are forcing the Federal government 
...... ;, 

to expand its services and its activities 

when they default on their responsibilites 

to their cities. They have forced urban 

America to turn to the Federal government . 
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~The economic argument for Federal 

support for our large metropolitan 

areas is even more fundamental. 

~ederal revenues are raised 

largely through income taxes. These 

t 1 1 b d 
11b .1. t axes more c ose y ase on a 1 1 y 

c.4 

to pay are more equitable and more 

responsive to rising national income 

than are property taxes and sales taxes 

on which locaJ governments so largay 

depend • 
. /_ l\ l ( 
~Until the States make greater 

progress toward developing equitable 

tax structures ---and by this I mean 

more reliance on income taxes as we do 

in Minnesota and in Oregon and in Ne\.v 

York -- only the high income taxpayers 

wi ll gain by substituting State taxes for 

federal taxes. This would be a backward 

step. 
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~Of course the new and expanded 

programs necessary for sound urban 

development will cost But let 

us keep in mind their wealth-creating 

potential, their enlargement of our 

tax base. And let us keep in mind how 

dangerous it will be to our national 

welfare if our cities sink into 

unredeemed blight, decline, and -
despair. 

In the long run, we should look 

forward to a better coordinated 

tax system -- with States and cities 

sharing in the rising revenues which 

come from income taxes on a rising 

nat iona l inc ane . 
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~ut now our cities must have vigorous 

coordinated federal financial support 

with a dynamic Cabinet-level Department 

of Urban Affairs as a focal point for 

~ research, information, advice and 

leadership. 

~Pioneer efforts in area-wide 

planning are under way already in 

Dade County, Florida, in Toronto, 

Canada, and, of course, here in your 

own Ne\v York Port Authority. 

~ I hope we can learn how a broad 

philosophy of metropolitan development, 

wit h an over-all program of coordinated 

area-wide action can guide us to\.vard 

new dimensions in urban life. 

~Our growing experience in city 

planning and regional development is 

helping to shape t h is philosophy. And 

we are getting excellent research and 
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education in urban development from 

our universities. 

~he development of a philosophy of 

urban development must move ahead 

rapidly if we hope to avoid increasing 

blight and chaos in our great urban 

areas. Therefore it is imperative tha 

we establish a focus within the Federal 

government for this process. 

~ur great metropolitan centers 

need a voice at the summit of our 

national gover nment . They need a 
~ ·-

focus for creative thought and action. 

Let us make sure they get this voice 

-- this focal point -- without further 

delay. 

#### 
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Senator lubert a. Jlwriphrey 
~:fore the 

LexJ.ngton J)euQcratic Club 
leV York City, Marcb 4, 1961 

F1fteeu years ago in M1nneapol18 1 lite wa not 
tranquU or slow-moving. Aa Mayor, l vas wrest.ling 1.th 
problems that still af'tlict every big city .. .,., a lack ot 
how.Jing tor low and m4dle iDcaDe families 1 urban alum 
blight, traffic conaest1on, WUDit education needa, law 
enforcement, 1na.dequato tax revenues, public bealtb aDd 
sewage problema 1 am tbe contlicts of hwlan relatione. 

In th8z1ext ten years rica will add 30 million 
people to OI.U" present 180 mUlion ...... aDd 25 of tbat 30 
mUlion wUl be in CNr maJor metl'C'!Politan e nters. 1'wo 
0\lt ot every thne Aaricana DOW l i ve t-n these eit1es. 
By 1980 tour o® of ftve will be city peopl~. 

We r about tbe ,.flight to the suburb$" aDd the 
"decay" of centrel city s. Stegut:lDn alld sprawl, 
congestion am social conflicts threaten to turn our 
city lite into a nightuare reality. 

We can eJC;Pect 0\ll" great metropolitan areas to have 
bard problema Just aa long fus cities exist. aat at the 
same t that we are wreat.ling wt.th tbeae problema, ·let 
us not forget tbe opportunities ve find in our cttietH 

.... the opportunity for prosperous economic activity 
-· tbe opportunity tor creative aocial li:f'e 
... the opportWlity tor widening cultural development 
.... the opportunity tor a growiDg ense ot brotberhOod aDd 

hwnan dignity. 

We ee tbe taUure of our polit1c.al institutions to 
grapple with a maJor nat10fl41 develogment1 the gl'CJW1ng 
urbanization of Amoric41. 

We . eee tbe taUure of tbe great urban maJority in the 
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United States to win its proper representation in our state 
legislatures and 1n Washington. 

I think 1 t 1s time to arouse all Americans .... not Just 
city people ·- to the urgent need for genuinely creative urban 
devela;pment to revive city life, to raise city life to new 
heights. 

Al'ld this vlll be done 1f our cities get tbe political 
recognition and the national supp<>rt they shOuld have. 

This is vbf' l call for prom,pt establisbment of a 
Cabinet-level Department of Urban Affairs. lt is the pledge 
of QUI' Democratic Platform. ADd it is tbe answer to an urgent 
need for political recognition and political sv.pport of America •e 
urban areas at the highest level ot American political life. 

As auy of you know, our urban areas bave scm. persistent, 
vocal , and effective spokesmen in the Senate. But legislation 
passed in the Senate can be blocked in the House of Repre­
sentatives by Congressmen who are untamUiaQ with the needs 
ot urban areas and. who are unaware of the growing pres•ure 
tor a national lU"ban development policy. 

Wbat is the reuult of this lack of representation in 
Washington1 

Federal action to protect city pec;ple and to speed urgently 
needed assistance to 0\U" metropolitan al'fl&s is inadeCJ.ua~. It 
is un....coordinated. It is too little and too late. It lacks the 
vision which can bring order out of chaos. 

· I believe America •a cities must have a clear# vigorows, 
eftectiye Voice at tbe highest level ot our government .... 
a voice at the C&b1net level. 
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Take a look at our investment in our urban residential buildings. Bot counting tbe value or the laJld tbey occupy, you will ttnd tbeae reiadential b\lUdiD.gB rep:Neent an in­v stment of zoore than $320 bUlioa - raearly oae quarter of our total natiotlal wealth. 

Surely this sbolls the 1mportaDCe ot lum clearance ~ urban ~ newal. to overcome urban blight ami decay. 

Yet we have only very 4k1mpy information about deterioration and obaolescence of tbeae res1deutial properties. ­It tbey were stocks or bonds 1 ve would bave careful statistical surveys. We woul4 knOw the coat ot obsolescence in tel"l!lS ot declining tax reven~a. 

1'!le flt&Jlh to tbe suburbs baa two sides .... a negative desire to escape crowded c .;.ty lite, aDd a pOsitive <lesire to create a richer famJ.ly life.. And yet 1t somatime& seems tblt the tlight to tbe suburbs is creati ng scme of tbe very con• ditiona it bopes to escape. 

Ol.lr sUbUrb& too atten become sooial.1 racial or 1ncatte "in•gl'O\.\pB 11 
.... fearf'ul ot minority intrusion, ex1st1 1n an uaeasy relationship on tbe 01.1tak1rts ot c1t1es1 yet not associated with the cities by any rational system; vnd, with a tw notable exceptions, existing on a precarious tax foundation. 

S\lbu.l"bia baa even 4evelO,Ped a literature ot trwatratiou ... a frustration which may well btrald n early em to the flight to the suburbs and the beginnillg of a ret\U"'l to tbe citiea, the beginning ot a closer integration ot buaine s, social, Dd tamUy lite in an urban cul. ture which enhances hwrlan dignity and illdividual opportunity. 

What are the housing conditions of OlU' peo_pleY 1:8 good housing 1n our cities as rare u cOIDl'llOil.l.y r-eported? And is tt true that slwns u4 blight are spreading taster in same parts ot our cities than are O.ins elimiDatecl in other part 'l 

We knOW that nearly 9 mUl1on househQU.a 1n the United States 
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live in substandard housing. Another 5 mUlion live in 
housing unit that are deteriorating nd well on their way 
to becoming substandard. And more tban 25 million peQllle -­
about one out of six -- live now in substalldard h0\18es. 

During the next 10 years , 16 million new urban bo s 
must be built to take care of our housing needs. About 
10 million ot these are needed Just to how;e new tamU1e • 
The other 6 million are Deeded to replace hoUses torn down 
for slum clearance, highway construction, or deterioration. 

'Dlis means we will need an average ot 11~,000 new 
homes a ~ear. The number would vary from 1,400,000 in the 
first half of the Sixties to 1,800,000 in the second half, 
reacltl.g 2 million by 1970. · 

Our target in hOWling construction should be at least 
2 million new homes a year -· most of it _priced to meet the 
housing needs of middle and low income famUies who are IIDV 
priced out of the uarket for decent homes. 

'l'bi is a big ord r and it wUl need all the support it 
can get t the natiooal level tram our federal govermaent. I 
am confident that Dr. Robert C. Weaver, who baa served tbe 
City of New York and the State ot New Yor so ably 1n the housing 
fi ld, will press this _program vigorgusl.y as Adminietrator of 
the BouaiDg alld lome J'inance AleDCY~ , ·J k :e, -•• h "fk1t 
&Rsa' w a U TJ a A8 t • 

We spend billions to ellplore nd control outer apace. 
Wbat foolishness to lk at spending mUlions to raise our 
standards of living here on this earth! 

It is bout time that ve adqJt a political philosqlby 
and political institutions which regard our urban areas as vital 
centers of American life -· worth develq>ing as great national assets. 

It is about time that we start giving our cities the kind of 
support and leadershi_p they need at the nat1oD8l level. And vben 
you think of the tax revenue they provide tor the federal governmant 1 our cities sbo\&ld start getting the tinanc1al help they deserve. 
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I often rem1nd the "states r1gbts" advocates that the States themselves are forcing tbe federal government to eJCPBDd its services std. its activities when they default on their responsibUities to their cities, 'l'hey have forced urban America to turn to the federal gevernment 

Federal revenues are raised largely thrOugh inCome taxes. These taxes more closely based on abUitY to pay are lUOl'e equitable and lll)re responsive to rising natioll$1 inecme than are property ta~s and aalee ••s on which local governments so larL>ely depeM.. 

In the long l"Wl1 we should look forward to a better coor­d1nated tax system -- vith States and cities · sharing in tbe rising revenues which come from incqq taxes on a rteing mat1onal income. 

!\1t nov our cities must have vigorous, coordinated federal tinan· c1al support With a dynamic Cabi.Det-level Department ot Urban Affairs as a focal point for research., in£0l"tll!tion, advice, Eutd leadership. 

OUr gx"eat metropo11tan centers need a voice at the sl,UD!Ilit or our national government. 1bey Jleed a tocua tor creative thought and action. tet us make sure they get this voice -­thiS focal point ..... without further delay. 

Hi' HI 
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Mrs. Ralph Geratle 
1125 Park Avenue 
New York., New York 

»ear Mra. Gerstle: 

Sp File: New York Mar~ 
Iexingt n Dem. Club 

February 211 1961 

Sarbara Williamson has asked me to send the enclosed 
pictures an:l biography cOpies to you in advance ot 
the Senator's appearance at the texinston Democratic 
Club lAncheon on March ~. 

The text of the Senator's reu$rke w1U be ready aext 
week. Should this also be sent to you or to Mr. 
Irvine; Baber? 

Best wishes. 

Snel 

Sincerely, 

Winthrop Gritfi th 
News Secretary to 
Hubert u. Buraphrey 
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