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EXERPTS OF REMARKS BY
SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY

AFRICA FREEDOM DAY
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I am grateful that you have allowed me to

Join with you for this Africa Freedom Day program.
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V I am honored to share this platform with the
distinguished representatives of several new
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0 African nations. /}Z am hopeful that this observance---
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and others like it---will serve to remind the American
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people of the yearning and struggle of the people
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We need to know---constantly and more deeply--é ’r"'f-/ @£ 2
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that the people of Africa today struggle toward a T=

(‘Z‘L | 1ife for which Americans have fought and died---

a life of individual dignity, national inde
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for our people and our lands. must regain a sense of

4’7 *
. 5__ 2 Y
excitement about it. Freedom must eihnme for us
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what it is to the people of Africa today---an exciting,

dynamic, vital, precious, imperative condition of life
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If I could make just one request of myjpcountry-
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men relating to their attitudes toward Africa, it



would be this: f t L ation

b dip Let us dismiss
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from our minds any attitude of authority or influence

or superiority. Let us, above all, approach the
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people, th overnments and the nations of Africa
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4 And T vom® go even fa.rther. Pl suggest

that this nation would do well to approach the

vibrant and noble struggle of the African people

with a touch of humilit

is I know: The American people want all_ men

to win and sustain freedom. We want the people of
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Africa to live, work and prosper under full freedom.
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A We want the people of Africa to achieve and enjoy the

dignity of freedom.




We know that there can be no human and individual

dignity where men are beaten down by the burdens of

hunger or bound by the chains of squalorg

—\We know also that there can be no freedom where
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there is no right to choose. Freedom is not passive;
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it is not merely an absence of restraint. Freedom is
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Z\We believe that the people of Africa must be
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given a chance for freeQ’ch 'ce‘ée opportunity to
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plan and achieve the cultural, political, economic and
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social development to which they are entitled.
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We do not want just "stability" in Africa. We
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want progress and growth snd achievement. "Stability" <
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implies lack of change, the status quo.
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That is why this nation has pledged to share
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Ao, we welcome M%A fo Ai‘rica and her peoples.

its resourcesv--

and M other nations to share theirs---to help the

African people meke the economic and social progress .-- {ﬂ_ (%f'ﬂw
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toward which they ]strlve
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We in America do not seek to dominate.
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We do

not seek to control. We do not seek to tell Africans
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how to live or how to work or how to govern.
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only to share what we know and what we have, so
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may build and grow as they choose.
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We want
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e Our hope is that the people of Africa can work
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against the scourge of hunger, illness and
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ignorance rather than-wssse their energies and
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resources in a Cold War struggle that—ecmrbenefis-
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4 There may be forces in the world today
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which are afraid to leave Africans free to develop,
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free to choose their own form of government,
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free to build their own social and economic systems.
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We Americans are not afraid. We - at the
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people of Africa will choose liberty and d.emocracy--—
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if 't.hey have the opportunity for choice,,
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wﬁ/ wish to offer educatlon, not
| 0 domination. M—W wish to offer food, not
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force. Eﬁ:ﬂ% wish to offer help, and not
harassment, u{J )
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4 We offera hand“ hope it will be accepted.
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We say: '"Stand, and walk proudly. Walk to freedom
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and dignity."
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Above all, we say: "You are no man's inferior.
You are equal with all men under God. Man was born

e to be free. You were born to be free."
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