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HUMPHREY CALLS COHMON MARKET 

"TRIUMPH OF LIBERALISM'' 

NOVEMBER 8, 1961 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D . , }linn. ) said last night that t he success of 

the European Common Harket is a "triumphant example of t he application of liberal 

t hought in the field of economics . " 

The Senate Majority ~Vhip, just back from a five week trip through Europe 

and t he Hiddl e East, spoke at Grinnell College, in Iowa. 

"The success of t he Cor'll'Tlon Harket, " he said, "is a strategic victory of 

major proportions over the Soviet bloc . It is a demonstration that f r ee men 

using free institutions can create a dramatically new and better society. 

"The Liberal f orce in .America has consistently supported the very steps 

which were taken by wise men of Europe who created the Corr.mon Harket . " 
/ 

Ifumphrey listed t he follmving "steps and principles'' which led to develop-

ment of t he Cor·!'lon Market : 

1 -- Recogniti on of t he role of governrnental planning and governmental 

partnership \vith indust r y and labor. 

2 - - Reduction of t he artif icial barriers t o the free movement of goods and 

services among Com.rnon 11arket nati ons, by lo-v1eri ng t ariffs and removing quotas • 

3 Elimination of t he poHer of cartels and ot her impediments to the devel-

opment of broader busines s opportunities . 

(more) 
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nAt the same time , II Humphrey said, ttthe people o Co.rnwon ~k.::,.(P'i:..~ 

countries have been receiving social benefits n the for.m of un ployment 
/'-

insurance, health care, and other welfare measures which tend t o create a 

sta":Jle internal market of consUJllers . 

"Adoption by \rlestern Europe of the major economic tenets of the liberal 

philosophy---freer trade, broader business opportunity, governmental planning 

in cooperati on 1vi t h business and labor, and the basic protection of human 

welfare---has resulted in the economic and political success of the century." 

-- 30 --



THE LIBERAL AMERICAN 

by 
Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

Americans are a pr mat1c 1 clear-thinking people. We strive 

the catch-phrase which sums up the complex. We love to define. 

We relish slogans. 

L There is a danger i 'n our quest for the e sy phr s and the 

handy label. Often we use w rds not as tools to explore the 

mind and find truth, but s blunt stamps to classify quick 

impressions. 

--"Liberal" nd "conserv tive" are two such words. They re 

noble words, which should be used to spark thoughtfUl discussion 

on the political character nd moods of men and governments. 

Instead, they are used more and more frequently s crutch to 

esc pe th challenge to underst nd the deeper meanings f thought 
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and action. 

· It is imper ttve th t every Americ n develop reasonable 

understanding of the elusive but significant truths about the 

meaning of "liberal" and "conservative." We must struggle to 

get to the roots of these two political labels. We must work, 

study nd discuss not just the obvious signs, but the subjective 

implications of liberalism and conservatism. 

The effort is intellectually arduous. ither liberalism 

nor conservatism is a distinct creed, doctrine, or dogma . Each 

could be termed, at best, a "philosophy" or an "attitude." 

The effort must also be limited to consideration of liberalism 

or conserva tism of one age, of one nation. The liberal of one 

century could be a conservative in the next. The conservative of 

one country might be a liberal in his neighboring nation. 

My appro ch -- as a liberal -- must be limited to the liberal 

American today. My intention is not to set either the liberal 
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or the conserv~o~~ ab~¥on, but to mph size 

that each conscientious citizen should be recognized first 

as an American, guided by the enuring prin•iples of this 

democracy. Each of us in the Senate of the United States .... 

all of us who ar proud of our citizen hip ·- re Am ricans. bef r 

we r liberals r conservatives. 

Where c n one start on the ffort to understand the char cter 

of th liberal American? 

The most dir ct rout is fro a look at the general, bvious 

char cteristics nd beliefs of Rubert Humphrey himself nd others 

who proudly -- and correctly -· consider thems lves liberals. 

We liberal Americans tend to show deep concern for the welf re 

of all of our fellow hu n b ings. W win when any m n ~- of 

~~~~ 
n~\colo~in ny land-- suffers hung r, pov rty, far, r injustice. 

We look beyond our immed1at 1 f 1liar surroundings and sympathize 
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vitb those less~~ ••~~nd solutiono not just 

to the broad problems of administr t1on but to the b sic problems 

of human ne d. We respect -- yes, we welcom -- diff r nee of 

opinion and belief. W honor man for his independence, for 

his unique personality, for his separ t , personal identity. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt w s once asked why liberals 

were so often divided, nd conservatives gen rally united . He 

answered: 

"There are many w a of going forward but th re is 

only one w y of standing still." 

His st tement is useful ke1 to the lib ral Am ric n's 

philosophy. Woven into the f bric of lib ral philosophy end policy 

re the qualities or mov nt -- i !nation, exp rimentation, progress, 

initi tive, even daring. ln th jargon of th e 1 liberal 

policy has a powerful thrust. 
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Tbe lib rat ~~P.'¥" and progress. He dares 

to try. He s ys "yee" to lif • He knows t t 

by growth or decay -- is 1nev1t ble. He retUi es the n d for 

ction, to v rt at tion and ure growth~ S ch und rst ndings 
~ - --..,-

require both cour e and st ngth. 
--~ 

Every Americ n shares b li f in repres nt tive gov rnment 

by l w. But th most import t difference between th liberal 

and th conservative today is in th 1r concepts of th rol of 

government in our society 

~e conserv. tiv s tend to believe that gov r nt should do 

as little s possible, that it should have littl uthority or 
..,.._. --

responsibility. 

~The liberal believ s t t government initiative is fully 

s necessary to successful democr nt rprise. 

He believ s tbst t1tf tbrough the vigorous ua or the mec nics 

of government can we must r our resources with sufficiert strength, 



• 

:rvatlvee, • wben 

1t 1& n Ottt ot toe ou 14 or t corporatlctl .. 

plann . ue abeol.ute ea nt 

of pubU.c JOlley, aa veU as of private nteJo»riee. 1a 

ot re vUl wl 1t tor us. 

I t tbe 11 l'a1 also lllpbaal10s tbat p1arm 
~----------------~ 

1e a cnat1ve act whieb. a:auat 4rav upon tbe inteU 

lat.eUect o tbe nation • a Wl'lOle 1 ancl not 

xtenaton voice rlcen society. 

clictat1on - it •an 

we ber" 41ctat 

liberal does belt ve tbat ln a tree 

t be J.vea as to bow ma,y at 

uttltze our pb¥a1oal an4 aptrttual. :reaourc to u114 tor a tter 

~. 
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r cial inequality, 

the econo :I.e depression of ost o th f 1ng pul tion, be 

c d1tion r millio , rc d, und r-

staffed schools, nd th al juvenil d 11 qu n y, 

the on :I.e diff1cult1 s o ur s n1 r citi na. The lib ral 

argu s t t the robl m c n v r b solved with ut the vi orous 

parti ipation of the Feder Gov rnment. 

~The 1 beral vernment 

cannot cope ith the swirlln , rowding, ndlessly ch ing 

world of th Tw ntiet! entury. 

In th field of for 1gn poli y, in t pr a rving 

the s f ty nd freedom of our opl , the liberal cept the fact 

t t 

The conserv tive is s ldo c fort bl holding the nettle of 

in euch world. Tb lib ral recoc.nizing th t th r 

are~orne, but boldly r spa th nettl and looks to the de de ... 
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of the day and t~ ~ ~~ vith co fid nee. 

L The liberal is we ded to the _1 _______ _ 

inevitable _.., improvement d progres • I.. d nti i'th 

realizes that they are ctually efforts p t rned on th 

ccomplishments of Am rica •s foundi g f thers . (Y s, th y 

were "nationalists" and "revoluti nar s . tt ) 

~ 

The liberal sees c llenge and opportunity ev ryw r • 

He moves forward to s 1ze e ini i iv 

pushed tow rd ~nter tional organization, m re t chnical 

seistance, ore conomic id f r h under v lo nati ns . 

Generally, the ons rvati ve relu tantly re s only to sup.PQrt 

~ P /.1. ~ - ~~ ~~o---J 
military assist c ~J~ . l1 I~ .... , y-·- -· 
~~0~'. 

The reluct ce of conserv tiv s to work clos ly wit the 

governments of our allies is consistent with the b sic c n-

serv tive mistrust of g vern ent s such. 
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ber inevitable 

risks in for i policy ·~ t us b t n. Th 1 ical 

ter i tio o cons rr t ve for ign policJ is Of 

"Fortr s ric ", "st nd " 1 unburden d with overse s 

commitmen a n troub so e l s, ring out over a v st 

arsenal o nu le -tipped in rcont n n a1 iss leo. Such 

he basic conomic theory th con~erv tiv s dvoc es 

ntri.ck e-down11 w th. He s ys the first obj t of soci y is 

to ere te we th t he op whi h will ventu l find i s lf 

to the bo to of h h n pyr i . onoe_v ive finds it 

difficult to ccept efforts de in th evel ping n tiona to 

ere t w alt first id. 

ec ~1om hi h level 

of mplo nt nd pu:chasi w r is at blished, busin sa 

goverTh~ent en rprise will in vi bly flourish. This is und • 

mentally consistent with the hop s of the new nations -- the 
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