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The Senate Democratic Whip, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D.Minn) 

said last night in Miami that he is recommending to President Kennedy 

that he visit not just briefly in Latin America, but "a full tour of 

every major nation of Latin America." 

Senator Humphrey, who has just returned from a three weeks vist with 

Latin American leaders, told a Miami audience that "the greatest export we 

could make to our neighbors to the South this year would be such a visit 

from President and Mrs. Kennedy." 

"Suc·h a visit," he said, "would signal that the United States considers 

the Alliance for Progress a major program of historic importance, that we 

intend it to have in Latin America the same impact that the Marshall Plan 

had in Western Europe." 

"It would be an unmistakable demonstration that the United States is 

in earnest, that we intend to keep our full commitment to our neighbors 

to the South, and the Presidential visit would have dramatic results in terms 

of strengthening Latin American confidence and belief in the economic future 

of Latin America." 

At the same time, Senator Humphrey proposed a major new American program 

the establishment of an Inter-American Free Trade Area -- "A Common 

Market for the Western Hemisphere which would become an equal partner with 

the European Common Market, and which would protect the legitimate interests 

of our Latin American neighbors, who rely so heavily upon their exports of 

raw materials to the vast industrial complex of Western Europe." 
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The Minnestoan said that he intends to take up this proposal with 

the President upon his return to Washington shortly. (Senator Humphrey, 

prior to visiting Latin America, made an extensive tour of Western Europe, 

holding numerous conversations with the top European leadership respon­

sible for the development of the European Common Market). 

"Castroism and Communism in Latin America can be put on the run, " 

Senator Humphrey observed, "and I am very optimistic about it. " 

"President Kennedy is extremely popular: he is believed in, and his 

program has raised great hopes throughout Latin America." There is much 

other good news: the young people are sensing their responsibility for 

social and economic reform; the Catholic hierarcbyis responding to the 

challenge of Pope John's encyclical; the free trade union movement and the 

cooperatives are on the move; American businessmen in Latin America are 

coming to realize the powerful drives not for nationalization of American 

investments, but for "naturalization." 

Senator Humphrey outlined what he felt were the essentials upon which 

Latin American and United States leaders must agree if the Alliance for 

Progress is to make its full impact: 

1. "That this is fundamentally a Latin American program, designed 

for Latin American purposes and resting for its success 

fundamentally on degree of commitment and participation of 

Latin Americans. 

2. "That political and economic reform, particularly in the fields 

of agriculture and tax and fiscal policies, must be carried out." 
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3. "That there must be detailed planning, not only country by 

country, but project by project." 

4. "That priorities be set, and regular progress checks made." 

5. "That there be integrity and efficiency in administration." 

6. "That an inventory of resources, internal and external, 

available for the fulfillment of the objectives, be made. 11 

Senator Humphrey indicated a strong impatience with those who 

proposed to proceed over-cautiously, and only after a great many more 

studies of the situation. 

''What the people in North America and Latin America want is to 

see a little more earth moved, and a little less paper shuffling 

a lot more bricks laid, a lot more houses, hospitals, and schools 

built!" 
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