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I spoke to the National Conference on 

Higher Education -- and my basic theme was 

expressed in this sentence: 

! "Firmer; stronger, more freely-flowing 
~ 

lines of communication must be set up to 

channel the ideas and enthusiasms of 

intellectual America into the halls of 

Congress and into the mind and heart of 

each man who occupies the office of the 

Presidency. • 
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I also urged at that time that higher 

education 11 should encourage the most 

searching and frank discussion and debate 

of current political, economic and social 

problems • It that the colleges and . . 
universities of our country should be doing 

more to prepare the individual for the day 

to day citizenship participation that the 

democratic process requires. 

Finally, I urged that our Government 

should reach into the heart of intellectual 

America and draw from our great centers of 

higher education the men and women who could 
·---·--·-

help to fashion a more creative, a more 
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imaginative, a more effective foreign 

policy -- a policy which would seek to 

foster the growth of not only higher living 

standards, but also stable democratic 

institutions in the emerging nations of 

the world . I was calling for a Peace Corps, a A~ 
~{J 

for expanded technical assistance, for a 

massive assault on ignorance and illiteracy. 

And I was calling on our college-educated 

people to come forward to participate in 

this great work. 

J Today, in 1962, I can truthfully say --

~ e:=;;::::::> 

the intellectual, the educated, the trained 

r. 

American has ~come into his own, in 
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terms of the fashioning of American policy. 

cr( There are stronger ties between tbe ~ 

campus and the White House. There ~ 
.. ;;;;;o:== 

better channels of communication between 
- ---== 

the colleges and the Congress. There is ..,___ 

an intellectual ferment in Washington, which 

is reflecting itself in fresh approaches to 

the pressing problems of the Sixties. 

~ ~1) I have seen newspaper stories about the 

nmassive resurgence of conservatism on the 

American campus. " I think that is newspaper 

talk. But I do believe that there has been 

a new impetus to political discussion of 

all shades on the campus, a new strengthening 
~ ~ 
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of the student's awareness of the great 

economic and social issues of our time. 

<I am glad. It is an old saw that 

(f) today' s students are tomorrow' s leaders. f 

But it' s true. We cannot forget it. How 

-- :;_:::7 

often this sentence came home to me when 

I visited Latin America last November! 

Yes, the classrooms of American colleges 

and universities are filled with a generation 

of students who have abandoned the pose of 
-==--

cynicism and who are eagerly, vigorously 
-1101· J :?" 

plunging into the mainstream of contemporary 

American thought. This is good. Let' s have 

a revival of discussion and debate on the 
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campus. Yef1let 1 s even have -t "resurgence 

of conservativismn that my good friend, the 

junior senator from Arizona has tried to 

awaken. We need debate and dissent in a 
-== 

democracy -- in the Congress, in the cabinet 

meetings at the White House, and, yes, in 

~J~-
the classrooms and after-study-hour sessions on 

our campuses. -~~le our colleges and universities 
:co= -=-' ~I twr&~ 

may serve as islandsJ'in the sea of democracy -- ~ 
places of retreat for contemplation and unhurried 

thought -- they are in that democratic sea, 

and students and faculty must remember to 
<::> 

sniff the salty air around them, to hear the 

clashing waves of contention and conflict, to ....._ ____ ,_...,... 
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reel the shock and trembling or the powerful 

rorces that contend and dispute ror 

rl;ffl~ and power . For this sea around 

you is the environment in which we must live 

{~ 
and work .;t If we are going to put to sea on 

these rough \vaters, we need at least to get 

out into the shallows along the coast and 

try our sealegs! * 
( ! $0 Fl :ally, 'i=-t has been heartening ... .-::;J::!i!!' :~x=-'BIIil!'-'IC~-

~ to see the way in which our educated 

young people -- the finest products of our 

colleges and universities -- have thronged 
- - --------- -----

to participate in our national programs . --

The Peace Corps was one of the first creations 

of the new Administration . It w~ as they say, 
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over-subscribed from the first call of the 

President to Americans to give of their 

abilities, their energies, and their 

idealism in the service of their country 

~~~Ptlf 
overseas. I saw a group of these young 

people -- some were not so young in age, 

but they were the young in heart even with 

grey hair -- these were fifty of the Peace 
~ 

Corps men and women who were on their way 

~· to Brazil. What fine individuals! 

I was proud to be standing with them, to 

be talking with them, to be surrounded by 

Americans who have found a purpose in life 

through such service.~I thought to myself: 

Here we have the product of 



- 9 -

three centuries of increasing American 

preoccupation with education -- the fruit 

of the land-grant system, the results of 

generations of dedicated American teaching. 

~-Now we are beginning to cash in. Now the 

idealists of American education are having 
..... ;:: c:::: 

their great vindication . .~~ _ ~a 
~--~~r 

ijes sMse--r-hinking men and wome2\ ;;;_v. -., .... ' 
being welcomed into our Government . Not 

only in the Peace Corps, but in every department 

of Government, up to and including the 
,;> -----===== 

Presidency . 
> -="~-· 

;> 

Scholars, teachers, innovators,~ 
readers, writers, yes, and artists, are not ____...., s= 0 

only welcomed, but sought out. We are raiding 
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the campuses. We are best 

minds we can persuade to leave the campuses. 

~Washington looks more like a great University 

~than like a major industrial city. 

o4 i~ ls s; by the Presldent and his .adt~:.t<¥~ 
~,t 1dfe.\ ~~it that Shakespeare 

put into the mouth of his Henry V -- as he 

wooed the daughter of the King of France? _ ~ /~ 

"We are the very mirror of fashion." And 

the President of the United States is, indeed, 
t.. - . ~&'!'~ ~ 

the mirror of fashion. He has done a great .., 

service tf&V'his_country simply by demonstrating 

in his daily life his respect and admiration 

for men and women whose lives have been spent 
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. tl. 
~n intellectua~. No wonder so many 

college deans and professors have flocked 

to Washington: it ' s a rare man who can 

resist the heady wine of Presidential 

encouragement and invitation! 

~Three years ago Congress J•,; J L passed 

the National Defense Education Act of 1958 --

and it~ already beginning to have its 

of 
effect on the teaching/science, mathematics 

and languages. Today we all recognize how 

very profoundly that legislation has affected 

the future capabilities of our country --

how broadly it has laid the foundations of a 

s~ronge~ tee~. !1~/~~ M--Jfw ~ 



.,. 

from the President, Congress is preparing 

to take a second major step in the _ ,~ 
~['</~..;.. 

3~JM4A~ encouragement of American education -- to /~~ 

provide grants and loans for construction /~/~ ;~ 11~ 
~rog= and to provide scholarships to iiv -....,..._ rl~ 
gifted young people who lack the financial L14 ~ 

1-Yw__;"t)..-(} cc_,;-'2. 7 
means to fulfill their potential in higher .J 

education. 1!--ui/d ~ u~ 
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I We are going to pass this legislation,-~ 
==-=-----

and the President is going to sign it . 

~And I !mow that virtually every person in thf4RJ 

audience ~ will applaud this newest step 

;:J ':V: · ,,, 7 mse;pa:ey toward genuinely full 

educational opportunity for all our citizens . 

We are 

poor 

for 

because a 

·11 not 

of ·gher educati n . 

~e are determined that the wealth of 
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our nation as a whole shall be enlisted 

in the support of higher education. 

d; We are on solid ground. We have made 

national decision after national decision to .. 
support education. Federal support of education, 

with state, local and institutional autonomy, 

runs like a powerful stream throughout the 

history of our nation. 

~ And :In this latest e~ge":! of op~tuni:OY 

for American students, Congress recognize$ the 

strong, 
...... -== 

people. 
?~· 

warm unwavering support of the American 

•-:;;g (Jh;~, convi~c:- ~hat :In 

education lies our strength, in education lies 

the secret of an expanding economy, of growing 
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national power. 
~ ~ 

~ Most important o:f all -- we recognize 

that in education lies the possibility of a 
........ ==' 

society o:f mutual tolerance 'iiftl respect -~ ~ -
based on lmowledge and understanding. No 

people can become free without education. The 

tyranny of ignorance imposes its own malevolent 

cycle of rigged elections, armed revolution, ~~~~~ 
-,...._ 

brutality, and chaos. Democratic institutions 
~ 

can be planted, but they cannot survive, when 

the people have no understanding. 

~ Even in America, with our heritage o:f 

free institutions, with all our wealth and 

power' there is still much ignorance' ~ a/ ~ 
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~ much romm for the groWth of understanding 

and tolerance . And with the power that has 

been thrust upon us through our enormous 

economic and technological strength, we have 

been handed responsibility the responsibility 

of leadership in a savage and chaotic world. 

~ If we are to fulfill this responsibility, 

we must rekindle in each generation that original 

American inspiration of education for everyone --

an inspiration that has proved its value over and 
~ 

over again in the course of our history. To tap 

the creative energies of all our citizens~ to 

enlist the intelligence and intellect of every 

American -- this must be our -c-on_t_m_· _u_i_ng _ _ d_e_d_i_c_a_t_i-on.l 
c-~ -------------- --------· ) 

(END) 
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Al..roo st three years agpo, in Chicago, I spoi::e to the National Conference 

on Higher Education -- a11Ji my basic theme was expressed in ~C.e•cx this sentence: 

"Firrrer, s t ronger, more freely-flowing lines of communication must 

be set up to channel the ideas and enthasiasms of intellectual America into the 

hall s of Congress and into the mind and heart of each man who occupies the 

office of the Pres idency. 11 

also 
I/#ged at that time that higher eduction "should encourage the most 

searching and frank disc ussion and debate of current JOlitical, economic and 

social problems ••• " that the colleges and universities of our country should 

re doing more to prepare the individual for the day to cis,- citizenship participat:iDn 

t hat the democratic process requires." 

Finally, I urged that our Government should r eacp into tm he .-:rt of intelledtual 

America and draw from t~nx our great Jlnivdx cent ers of h igher education the 

men and women who could help to fashion a more creative, a more imaginative, a more 

effect ive ~~reign policy -- a policy which would seek to foE8er ~cg~bxo1 not 

also 
only higher living standaEds, but/stable demoeratic i nstitutions in the emerging 

nations of the world. I was calling f or a Peace Corps, for expanead technical 
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assistance, for~ massive assault on ignorance and illiteracy. And I was calling 

on our adllca'bx college-educated peopihe to come forward to participate in thie 

great work. 

Today, in 1962, I am can truthfully say -- the intellectual, the educated, the 

trained America has l:egun to come into his own, in terms of the fashioning of 

American policy. 

There ~ st:tonger ties between the campus and the White &use. There are 

better channels of communication between the colleges and the Congress. There 

is an intellectual ferment in Washington, which is refeleting itself in fpesh 

approaches to tile pres si~ problems of the Sixties. 

I have ~ seen newspaper s t ories about the "massive resurgence of 

conservatism on the American campus. 11 It hink: that is newspaper talk. But I 

l tU,{~ 
do 'believe that· there has been a new impetus to political dis ussio/{on the campus, 

a new strengthening o~udent's awareness of the groat economie//~P and social 

issues of our tlme<JI am glad. It is an el(9u>at today'• student• are tomorrow's 

leaders. But it's true. We cannot ibrget it. How often this sentence came home 

to me when I visited ~atin America last November! 



-3-

Yes, the classrooms of American colleges and universities are filled with 

~ynicism -- and who are 
a generation of students who have abandoned the pose of/rz:ptillul 

eagerly, vigorously plurg ing into the mainstnm of :.tmK±eznx contemporary American 

thought. This is good. let 1 s hav:e a revival of discussion and der ate on the 

campus. Yet, let 1 s e \en have a xe:s~exofcx "resurgence of conservativttsm" .aat 

my good friend, the @unior senator .f'rom Arizona has tried to awaken. We need 

debate and dissent ina democracy-- tn the Congress, in the cabinet meetin§s wfa &t 

the White House, and1 ye*, in the classrooms and after-study-hour sessions on our 

campuses. While our co l leges and universities may serve as islands in the 

sea of demo~acy -- places of retreat 1xmmx for contemplation and unhurried 

thotght -- they~ in that democra tic sea, and students and faculty must 

rememrer to sniff the salty air around them, to hear the clashing waves of 

contention and conflict, to feel the shook and t rembling of the powerful forces that 

..- contend and dispute for precedence and power. For this i8xakax sea around 

you is the environment in which we must live and work. If we are going to put to 

sea on these rough waters, we need ~ at least to get out into the shall .. s 

along the coast and try our sealegsl 



-4-

Finally, it has been heartening max in the extreme to see the way in which 

our educated young people -- the finest products of our colleg~~ and universities -

aave thronged to participate in our national programs. The Peace Corps was one 

of the first creations of the new Aolminist ratjon. It was, as they say, over-subscribed 

from the first call of the Pres ident to Americans to give of tJeir abilities, their 

energies, and their idealism in the service of their country overseas. I saw a 

group of these young people -- some were not so young in age, but they were the 

young in heart even with grel.y hair -- these were f ifty of the Peace Corps man am 

women who were on their way down to Brazil. What fine individuals! I was 

peoud to be standing with them, to be twlking with them, to be surrounded by 

Americans who x~cftKdingcze.e~ekoAp•i«ikKd%cx have 6ound a purpose in life 

through such servaee. I thought to myeelf: :kba:e:~~cxmx here we are. Here we have 

the product of three centuries of incre '1l ing American preoccupation with education --

the fruit of the lmd-grant system, the results of generat ions of dedicated American 

teachti!J8. Now we are beginning to aash in. Now the idealists of American education 

are having their great vimication. 

Because thinking men and women!!!!. being welcomed into our Government. Not only 

in the Peace Corps, but in every department of Government, up to and including the 

Preeidency. Scholars, teachers, innovators, readers, writers, yes, and artists, 
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are not only welcoiOOs, but sought out. We are raiding the campuses. We are 

stealing the best minds we can persuade to leave the campuses. W-shington looks 

more like a great Univers ity campus than like a major irrluetrial city. fts 

IOKkiaiixPK~GKxxx The · tone is set by t he President and his lovely wife. fkta 

What was it that Shakespeare put into the mouth of his Henry V -- as he wooed 

the daught Er' of the ling of France? "We are the very mirror of fash!on. 11 And 

the President of the United States is, indeed, tne mirro11 o1· f ashion. He has 

done a great service to his country si~ly by demomt r ating in his daily life 

his re spect fax and admiration for men and women whose lives have been spent in 

intellecutal work. No wonder so many college deans and professors have flocked 

fbmllciaxcx 

to Washi ngton: it's a rare man who can resist the ~~:nv:!:roJDIDIDix heady wine of 

Presidential encouragement and invitation! 

Congress Defense 
Three years ago .. had just passed the Natio aljEducation Act of 1958 --

and it was already beginning to mrse its effect ·on the t each ing science,uri 

mathematics and languages. Today we all recognize how very profoundly that 

legisltion has affected the future capabilities of our count ry -- how broadly it 

has laid t~e foundations of a stronger tecpnology. 

Now in 1962, wit h XX. strong leadership from the Pr esident, Congress is preparing 

to mxotcac:s:eiOlldxiDglle-xeQiatm:k±Jmllixm«ucmexx take a second major ltth hrhxlx step in 
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the encou~gement of American education -- to provide grants and loans for 

construction pro~r~ and to provida scholarships to gifted young people who 

financial 
lack the/means to f ulfil their potential in higher education. 

(HERE WORK FROM THE RED-MARKED PASSAGES IN 
THE ATTACHED FLOOR STATEMENT -- "COLLEGE AID BILL" 
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We are going to pass this l egislation, and the Pres ident is going to sign it. 

the 
And I know that virt~ly every person in :tidJl audience today will ap U.ud this 

~ward educational 
awtiU«K newest step by our democracy ~cxi:'Xdx genuinely fuil/opportunity 

for all our citizens. 

We are determined that because a boy is ppor he shall not be deed the 

opportunity for a college education. 

simply 
We are detennined that/because a community or a state is poor, l\ will 

xoic~exdantemcxx have to be content with inadequate institutions of hi gher education. 

We are determined that %hKcfai~WMZex the wealth of our nationJ as a whole 

shall be enlisted in the support of higher education. 

1-J'e are on solid ground. We have made national decision,i after natiomtl 

decision to support education. 8ederal support of education taxexlikicxx , with 

xoxai~cstxe•cxatOKompxcxx state, local and intitutional autonomy, runs like a 

powerful stream throughotlhjlf' the history of our nation. 

students 
And in this latest enlargement of opportunity for A~e rican Jingxp!••p*•, Congress 

reco~ izeci the strong, warm aJIIi unwa verjng support of the American people. We are, ------as a people, committed to education as the best hope we have for the 

as a nation, convinced that BdllcxaioJIX in education lies our stre~th, ;&.;&.e5i•••~~ --
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. . , 
in education lies the secret of an expanding economy, of growing national power;. 

PARA 
Imlqowiiiiijjexx fii)st important of all -- XllXD}I&Jld:t~C11naxo:fctiX8f131ffi[£18XBICifiiCY 

we resoggize that in education lies the possibility of a society of mutual tolerance 

xndc»nderstaxdtngcx and respect --based on knowledge and under standing. No people 

can becoiii!I free without educat i on; ihe tyranny of ignorance imooses~ its own 

malevolent cycle of rigged electione, armed revolution, brutality, and chaos. 

:tnicmox.ea:c:teXy'DlOIXnadlrlv:fenxeJIV%ollgXaJ[CX Democratic iruti.tutions can be p]a nted, 

but t hey cannot survive, when the people have no't understan:iir:g. 

Even in America, with our heritage of free institutions, with al:JI,ur wealth 

and power, there is still much ~orance, still much room for £he growth of 

understanding and tolerance. And witp the power thRt has been thrust apon us 

through our enorroous economic and technolcigical stren8hh, we have been handed 

responsibility-- the responsibilittftl of leadership$ .in a savage xmix and 

chaotic world. 

If we are tCI't fulfill this r esponsibility, we must :la&xpm•BXJiliKXXllblx:f 

~JM-
.:pea.iica be om selse"feach ganer ~tion • that original Amer ican inspiration of 

its value 
education for everyone -- an inspiration that has proved i hwl t/over and over again 

in ahe course of our history. To tap~ the creative energ~ies of all our citizens, to 

Bbl enlist the intelligence d and intellect of every American -- this must be our 

continuing dedication. 
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