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Vom 
·----

onight I propose that the nations 

~ of the Western Hemisphere pool their efforts 

~and skills for a "Year of Agricultural 

1/1) ' {l regress" in Latin.,...~rica.- .. " ~ 

We must develop a determined and 

cooperative program in the coming year to 

modernize agricultural techniques and 

boost production in Latin American nations. 

let us mark the first anniversary · of 

the "Alliance for Progress11 by launching 
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a dedicated effort to put Latin American 

agriculture firmly on the road to 

modernization and abundance. 
\ 

This coming year should be more 

a year of hope. It should be a year of 

solid achievement for Latin American 

agriculture. 

-:---/ -·-

( Working through the Alliance for 
r. 

Progress, we can demonstrate what a free ___ __, ·~ --~- -· ---·- -~·· -----... ....... , 

people in free societies can do to boost 

agricultural production. 

'1 By stimulating land refo~, the 

development of farm cooperativ~s the 

extension of farm credit s~stems and the 
·- > 
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establishment of rural electrification~~ ---
we can help lift the people of Latin 

America from the valley of want to the 

United States is a proud achievement. 

It is proof of what can be done by a 

free people who use their skills and 

energies effectively. 

In this Hemisphere, we have the 
- ------

skills~ the expe~s, the resources and 
. --

the people to transform vast areas of 

. t. • l:. I 
lands from du§!; and s~ and ~1.§ 
. . :::: ~~~ 

Agricultural leaders and experts 
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throughout the Hemisphere should be 

enlisted to work together through the 

Alliance for Progress to stimulate 

agricultural modernization in under-

de~loped areas of Latin America. 

0-el') 1 , ' Progress in agriculture should 
1\ 

receive top priority in the Alliance for 

Progress. 

L We now lmow that 
~ -...... ~ ' 

collectivized 

agriculture has been a flat failure in 

Red ChiQa, the Soviet Union and now in 
-..:!:===" 

~Agricultural developments in those 

three nations---including growing food 

t 



- 5 -

shortages and unrest among the farmers---

offer glaring evidence of the failure 

of Communism to serve the people. 
, 

;{ This week's decision to ration food 

in Cuba is a direct result bf the agres-

sive and tyrannical policies of the Castro 

regime. 

If Castro would stop acting like a 

small-time bully and allow Cuba to take a 
- .. -- - - -----

responsible place in the family of Western 
--- ---- - - -----,--.- ., -- -

Hemisphere nations, the Cuban people would 

not face such staggering problems as food 

shortag~s and economic stagnation. 
-,.. .. -

) Tuesday's decision by Cuban Premi:.::_ __ ...__ __ 
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Castro to ration all basic foods---and 

other household necessities---throughout 

Cuba is an admission of failure. -

The United States should attempt 

immediately~ through the Voice of America~ 
' __,. 

to let the Cuban people lmow that such 

hardships as food rationing are unnecessaryf) 

Such steps stem from the aggressive designs 

of Castro's regime. 

J.. We should let the Cuban people lmow that they 

are the victims of the Castro regime. \ve 

should let them know that Castro is not 

hurting the United States or any part of 

Latin America~ but that he is hurting and 
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halting their own chances for prosperity 

and progress. 

(. -~ _,...., ------,The United States should attempt to 

{fo~~ ~etermine whether or not there is real 

~ human suffering in Cuba today. 

If 1-ridespread malnutrition or hunger 

exist or are imminent in Cuba now, such 

private organizations as CARE, Catholic._ ~ ~ 

- - tlM.~.t~~llP=~ ._ 1 ,:::ffi:~., ~ 
\-Telfare Services or the Red Cross ~ 

-;;::--~~ tb - -. .. . . - -
wei:l::::wM:t. 1iQ come to the rescue of the 

Cuban people, despite the antagonistic 

policies of the Cuban goyernment. 

L_The people of the United States do 
.. · -------

have the spirit of "good neighbors" to 

the people of Cuba. We sympathize with 

them, despite the arrogance of the leaders 

1aatvo~~-
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// 

of the Castro rgime . -
.·' //. / 

Wi . 
e offer progres,s th . I rough coo ration 

and freedom, not t~ ~ ; ough colle i vization 
.• ... 

and ltotalitarinh-i / :--...... sm. 
I 

. ,._,.-- I 
<--·,/-c.--:-_ 

(END) 

K itt~ ~ ~ 
,~______;.--=*=~ 

~ ~-~ 
~~ 
~ ~0 o ra ~~ r~f\0£-

(9 ~t1JJA 
au QtJW~;u$ 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


