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HUMPHREY HITS 'OBSTRUCTIONTSM!
IN CONGRESS

Senator Hubert H, Humphrey (D., Minn.) predicted last night
that the 87th Congress will have built a "solid legislative record
by the end of the year." | -

But he warned that "any major parts of the Administration pro-
gram blocked by obstructionism will be up for political decision at
the ballot box." '

The Senate Majority Whip spoke at a meeting of the District of
Columbia Young Democrats in Washington.

"Delay of action on the major Administration programs to get
the country moving ahead is due to petty obstructionism, unreasoned
obstinacy and willful partisanship,” Humphrey said.

"Republican members of Congress still carry the banner of VETO.
The GOP has shifted the policy of veto from the White House to the
Congress.

”Internationally, the.greatest barrier to progress is the
chstinacy of the Soviet Union. Domesticelly, it is the obstruc-
tionism of the Republican Party in Congress.

"Iet's contrast the record. In the 1950's, the Democrats in
Congress---a majority---followed a policy of cooperation with
President Eisenhower.

"Now, a Republican minority in Congress turns its back on good
government and decides to follow a policy of solid opposition to
President Kennedy's program.

"They will learn in November that the President and his pro-
grams are supported by the American people.

"The GOP has spread the myth that President Kennedy is per-
sonally popular in the country, but that his programs and proposals
are not.

"There would be as much logic to say that people like a par-
ticular make of automobile, but do not like its engine, design,
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body, workmanship.and wheels. ,

"The American people support and want such Kennedy programs as
health and hospital care tax reform, traoe expansion and aid to
education. If they do not get those programs, they will make their
feelings distinctly and overwhelmingly known in November
' "The American people want action, not reaction They want con-
struction, not obstruction They want responsibility, not irre-
spon31bility They want to go forward, not. backward "

Humphrey renewed hlS plea for Hbme Rule for the District of
" Columbia, and for District representation in Congress. |

"All of us are turning our back on good government when we allow

the District of Columbia to remain as a sort of colonialistio hold-

the Senator sal1d.

ing,

"The United States takes pride in its representative government .
We boast of it. We tell other nations that they should strive for
representative governments.

"But the people of this city-—-the Nation 8. capitol--- have no
representation, no voice and no standing in this representative
government we claim. ‘ 4

"The lack of representative government for the District: of.
Columbia is one of the most shocking and shameful conditions in.
America.

"This condition must be corrected at once."
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The GOP has spread the myth that

President Kennedy is personally popular
in the country, but that his programs and

proposals are not.
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/{wa; let me shift gears for a
Iemon

>ESEabit and talk for a few moments

on an obstructionism no less important

and much closer to home. :EEEEgiﬂC%éES
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As most of you no doubt know, I
have been waging a sort of one-man

crusade against the shameful and disgraceful

textbook and library book situation in

——

Washington's schools.

_—

—_— —

Ziﬁ I have been heartened by the
encouragement and support my campaign has
recelved from many of our Washington

young people and parents, and, indeed,

e

many of my colleagues.
.""_————————_____________
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But Jjust when I begin to think we
are meking progress, out of the bushes
L k
pop the same old bush league ambushers.
e R cm—— S

You know what they are going to say

before they say it: "Abe Lincoln didn't

R

have very many textbooks given to him.

==

And if the students want books, let them

buy their own.”
e BN

A member of Congress actually said

e,

this on the floor the other day?\ What
would happen if he went to his home district
and urged the same thing for his constituents

there? He would be tossed out of office

in short order, I'm sure. The traegedy is
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that the people of Washington are this
R
’
gentleman's constituents, Congress is the
-w A

City Council here.

es,,. Abe Lincoln did p.lv(‘!;;-have_'__

Iet me quote to you another reesrs

)

comment from a Member of Congress:
““"""-—---—---....,....-_-.-u--=-|=n.—r:-...-. s PPN L M B g M,

"The District of Columbia, the Cepital,

belongs to all the people of the 50 United
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States. It does not belong to the
people of the District of Columbia.

They Jjust happen to be here.”

X Well, greetings fellow sliens! ! ! M
= T ————y

It is high time that all Members S ————

of Congress begin paying constructive,
'!l-——-_.“

rather than obstructive attention to

the District of Columbia.

[ msem—— L A b L
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The House has Jjust passed a bill
giving the police department all the men
and dogs it wanted, but giving the schools
100 fewer teachers than they need.

That is their approach to the problem,

and let me meke it clear, this approach was
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seconded heartily by quite a few supposedly
good Democrats.

One legislator even went so far as

to say: "I would like to see the time come 6L é}1h1(

3

when we have a dog on every block and a
ot st m

dog in every scout car.”
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My friends, I believe a good book in

every child's hand is far more urgent than

& snarling dog in every block.

(ihfplice dogs don't cure problems, only

human beings can.
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There are also poverty and squalor,
illiteracy and decrepit housing, intolerance
and bad schools, and little opportunity for

an unskilled human being. Police dogs

can't cure themkf fj”lf&-‘l(l--'m/.‘)

eds, I can be as hard-nosed
and hard-headed as anyone, but I am
convinced of one thing:

When a despised, kicked-about, whipped,
illiterate, badly-trained, unskilled, hapless,
poor, hungry people is driven by intolerable
conditions to the promise of a better life
in another city, end then finds nearly the

same frustrating cilrcumstances, something's
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bound to give.

Why won't our hard-nosed obstructionists
lend us their support to work on the
causes as well as the effects?

You know what they reply: Do-gooder,
bleeding heart, and worse.

In fact, these are the same people
who are now up there in the forefront
calling our Supreme Court communists,
fellow travelers and pals of the Kremlin.

I for one have always found that the
person who knows how to use the blackball,
is the one who knows how to red-ball a

person or an idea, too.
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What they would like is a Supreme
Court of men, their men, instead of s
upreme Court of law. A court of.men
who wouldn't decide the law on the basis
of the Constitution, but on the basis of
their party line.

What they want, too, is a segregated
second-class citilzenry they can always find
like peasants beneath their feet, and if
they can't get their way and it means
violence, okay with them. This is the
commnist!s best weapon against us, better
than any nuclear bomb in their war to pull

the rest of the second-class citizens of
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the world into their camp. The communists

wouldn't like to lose that weapon. And

the obstructionist hater, the obstructionist

rgcist is doing his very best to make sure

the communists aren't disarmed of that

weapor.

Well, young Democrats, this is what

you are up against, and what you are going

to be up against for some time to come, and

welcome aboard.

Yes, indeed, like our conservative

obstructionists, I would like to see our

country become more conservative -- but

conservative about truth, and honor and
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human dignity.
But let us never -- any one of us
gver stop being liberel -- liberal about

Justice, and tolerance and falr play.

(ED)
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