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HUMPHREY PREDICTS DEMO INCREASE

IN HOUSE, SENATE EIECTIONS

TACOMA, WASH., SEPT. 1 -- Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.)
predicted tonight that the Democrats will increase their majori-
ties in Congress in the November election.

The Senate Majority Whip based his prediction on "the popu-
larity of President Kennedy and his programs, the record of Demo-
crats in the 87th Congress and the quality of Democratic candidates
throughout the country."

Humphrey spoke here at the annual meeting of several hundred N
leaders of the Young Democratic Clubs of America.

He told the meeting:

"Republicans and reactionaries, historians and political
scientists, journalists and statisticians say that it's impossible
for the party in power in the White House to increase its majorities
in Congress in an off-year election.

"All of them are willing to admit that once only in this
century---in 1934---did the party in power gain seats in an off-
year election.

"But they neglect to mention that there is a logical camparison
between 1934 and 1962.

"1934 was the second year of the first term of Franklin D.
Roosevelt. 1962 is the second year of the first term of John F.
Kennedy."

The Senator saild that Democratic leaders are not just seeking
what he called a "holding action” victory.

"We will not be satisfied with the status quo and the same num-
ber of seats after the election as before," Humphrey said.

"We will upset tradition and history---and we will, indeed,
upset the Republicans and the reactionaries---by increasing our
Democratic majorities in the Senate and the House of Representa-~

tives."

MORE
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Humphrey said that the party "could, with hard work, pick up
an additional five seats in both the Senate and the House."

"We will win because we have a hard-working, dedicated, in-
telligent, effective and enlightened leader as a President,” he
said.

"We will win because President Kennedy is popular with the
people---and so are his programs."

"I don't accept this notion," he added; "that the President is
personally popular but that none of his popularity carries over to
his programs.

"That's like saying a particular automobile model is popular,
but no one likes its design, its engine, its wheels, its maneuvera-
bility and its speed.”

Humphrey stressed that the record of the 87th Congress "is a
solid record of substantial achievement" and that the Administra-
tion's foreign and domestic policies are "programs of strength and
progress."

The Senator added that the President's program for hospital
care for the elderly under Social Security "will be a big issue in
district after district throughout the land."

"It will help elect true supporters of the Administration,"
he concluded. "And with their help, the hospital care for the
elderly program will be approved by the 88th Congress."

_30_
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Everyone who comes to this grand iD \

(] SN
% of #he Nation ta=seesic must, of

course, mention the World's Fair in Seattle.

I will not be an exception. It is a

fascinating fair. It is a beautiful fair.

\| It is an exciting fair.
At/ A was/ surprys
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%0, frankly; I don't wantm

anything %6 do with the twenty-first
S S

eentary. lgave that to Barry Goldwater.

abls _to get ¢ of the

Apparently-he just-wanrts to

TR
skip £hi e t to give

(ﬁa,&nstead of dwelling on the "Twenty-
first Century Exposition,” I will do a little

exposing of the twentieth century tonight.

Maybe it will do us some good. We

Democrats have a tendency to look ahead, to

be thrilled by the future, to grasp

opportunities, and---yes---to step eagerly
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But the present is important. IThis

oo o
into New Frontiers. v

century, this year, this month are important.

This week, this hour and this moment in

this hall tonight are exciting and

challenging. — dﬂﬁfﬁ [ L

R

Iet us look hard at this moment in

history. Let us ask: "What is the real

truth---the ultimate importance---of this

time in which we 1live?”
The answer is simple. Our |fathers
got a hint of it, from men like Agg;ral
Byrd and Charles Lindberg and Louis Pasteur
o Es e e s — ~

and Enrico Fermi.
M
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And we are given the answer, clearly

and distinctly, from men like John Glenn

and Yuri Gagarin and Jonas Salk.

discovery and intellectual breakthrough of

our time is our full recognition that ?\Hfjéz

&fﬂu y 4

Look at the past few weeks for evidence:

Menned flights in outer space, manned submarines

-—

-

meeting under the North Pole, man-made

N

satellites beaming words and pictures and

L

messages instantly from one continent to
another.

"Nothing is impossible!"™ This is our
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theme. This is the heading historians

will use for the chapter on the Twentieth

Century.

Most of us accept this theme and the

truth of it. But there are, of course, a
v bp ol

few fossilitleft who deny it.

I have met_many of them, perhaps
because I developed early an affection for
the theme that "nothing is impossible.”

They told me that it was "impossible"
for Hubert Humphrey-+-a young, inexperienced,
unknown, financially-poor men---to be elected

A
Mayor of the city of Minneapolis. — db:

They were wrong.
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They told me that it was "impossible™

7 \_’ —
W-tc get the 1948 Democratic ﬂﬂ.ﬂ;\
—_— e~ T

Convention to adopt a strong civil rights '

o UL vy
They were wrong. f \ WQM& f}( ’

L‘I‘hey told me that it was "impossible”
for Humphrey---a controversiasl, big-city
Democrat in a rural State which had always
sent Republicans to Washington---to win an
election as United States Senator from

Minnesota.

They were wrongg
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withi those who \said "It's ssiblg.”

c%ab

Oh, it was "imppssible” for that old| Model

T to meke it all the way f South

to a [college in|Denver. It| was "im

for ﬁ boy with.$o money to try for a

univgrsity educ

for 4 student th no bank &account to

married.

Reallly. It would be pleasarjt to spend

each fay sitting|in a roc

in Hupon, South

\Maybe I shoyld have li%tened to them.

ota

sible”

1

tion. It was "impossilble”

get

and the world and\the crises go by, and

muttel about the dust bowl jand



, of course, \you

against traditil

of wild, unworkabl
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oIl

=

l

mow that wilg

ized

st came to thg

\

te, he talked too mugh|and he fought)

and he had al

impossible idegqg. . . .




And the United States Disarmament

I —————

——

Agency.
i s L J—

And the Peace Corps.
e e A
3 EE:WWV
_Yes, when /\augg sted fhese

Tgegpens in the Congress, the line formed

quickly to the right, and the chant was

e —
—_—

loud and strong: "It's impossible.”

—

By this time, I began to realize

L - :
who "They" were. %% were now

- hsi——

identified. Almost all of them were
e ‘N-.._./#\_/\-_.—-

Republicans.

m Food for Peace program.
N NG N N

This "wild"™ idea suggested that the
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United States send some of its massive
.t-"'—-—-—‘

supplies of surplus food to people overseas

e —— — - Sy

who were badly undernourished---or even

at the edge of starvation.

— E%iﬁﬂﬁg _____ e

This ,"unworkable" Food for Peace
: =

proposal included a provision for grants

of American surplus food to the desperately

hungry, but emphasized the sale of American

food for local currency which would be

loaned back to the country for vitally

needed schools and hospitals and roadsc¢4wfééfiZ?2%ffé%:
I remember clearly the first reaction

of the reactionary Republicans: "Oh, it's
e

impossible. It's too complicated. It's
e _—




too expensive. It will upset the budget.

————"

It's a giveaway. It's just impossible.”

-

nyh We didn't listen. And today, Food
i

for Peace is a reality. The arguments

of the Republicans have been muted, but

the results of the Food for Peace progr

z@?ﬂy. . MDMMWM

speak of $17 billion dollars
\.../—-'

worth of agricultural surpluses sent
overseas since 1954.
Jlx\ihey speak of more than 220 billion

pounds of food shipped to hungry and

undernourished people throughout the world.

They speak of men and women and



_13-

children whose lives were saved by
American food, and of nations strengthene

in the first, stumbling steps toward

freedom and security.

- \{Q/\/\ ) Consider the more recent program to

establish a United States Arms Control
and Disa.mament Ajgemc}jr.

m%"impossible“ idea ofpdEe was

based on the fact that our government had

deo

exerte _little effort through the years

to develop an honorable and reasonable, Ao ey ; &/’/‘_9\
Mmciismament policy.

This “impossible” legislative measure

| i e
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9 seitius tof )
called for the establishment of an agency

n
which would give our President apd our
negotiators the staff, thi framework and
the technical knowledge necessary to
pursue effectgely the goal of a world
free of tile terrifying nuclear arms race.

(%memory of the reaction of the

Republicans is clear: "Why talk about

arms control in the midst of a Berlin crisis?”
they said. "How can you discuss disarmament
when we are building up our military arms?

It's a sell-out to the Russians. It's
e ..

appeasement. It's naive. NiemaeegEts—

———
I o



_15.—

I.BA'A will never pass."”

WThe legislation did pass, last year. & 1‘

And today, the United States Disarmament

Agency is a reality---working closely with
o v Whioipiblilii ==

the President to develop sound policy and
-~ !v_‘—-———__'__"

&
m our negotiators at Geneva @g&® the

technical and political knowledge they need

to seek those first, modest steps toward a
> —alE

world free of the terror of destructive V

nuclear power. —

And finslly, consider the Peace Corps.

This "impossible” Humphrey Bill was

simple. It said: "Many young Americans

’(MP[ g%’ ‘if,,_ﬁ

foae |

—— A
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with skills and strength and dedication
want to serve their country and the
cause of Peace and the pressing needs of
people in underdeveloped lands.” It
suggested: "Let us send them overseas as
well-trained volunteers in an organized
program to teach, to strengthen, to help
others build the conditions of freedom and
peace.”

You remember the reaction to that
proposal as well as I do: "Wow, Humphrey's
really blown a cork this time!" they said.

"Tt's a lot of idealistic nonsense. It's
-_'-———'—_-______‘—_______'_'————-
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a scheme to let the kids evade the draft.

[\ fis
It's head-in-the clouds foolishness.

Other countries will not accept the brats.
It will be diplomatic disaster. The bill

will never be approved by Congress.”

A You know the result. First as a Suwﬂjhf‘L&”M &

candidate, then as President, John F. Kennedy

-—

backed this proposal, Congress agreed and

today the Peace Corps is reality.
|

{_Today, thousands of American men and

women no longer have to ask: "What can I
do for my country?" They are doing. And

the people they are serving in dozens of



- 18 -

countries and the cause of peace are the

= (nuntdgy M v

fZ:K?eace Corps volunteers have stepped

into foreign lands not to dominate, but to
ee———

-

cooperate; not as superiors, but as equals,

T T RN,

not as supervisors, but as partners. They

have built knowledge and skills zam@

- =y

bridges and roads)muﬂ*friendship and good

—_— ‘___“,_-_../ —_————— TR

will.
/
,Kgyhey have built such a magnificent
record that the nations in which they have

served now ask for more Peace Corps units,

and additional nations are seeking the
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services of the Peace Corps.

And what of those who said that the
Peace Corps was "impossible?”™ All they
have to show for their opposition and

scepticism and warnings is one, indiscreet
hNe————d

penny postcard.

day, the foSsils of the right persist.

-

]
AThose who hold high the bamner proclaiming
‘__._,_,.--“'
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"It's Impossible" are not completely

ineffective. Make no mistake about that.

~ = Adbl

They can oppose and z@g{gge. They can

e

divide and dela;sr.{t They can obstruct the

= -

pace of progress.

,(fffht they cannot halt it.

/{iThe President's program of hospital and
health care for the elderly under Social

Security is an example.

JZiQ?his program is needed. It is carefully
_—

.

planned. It is prudently financed. It is
supported by the strong majority of

Americans of all ages.
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But it suffered a setback in this
session of Congress. It met with the
usual protests: "It's unworkable. It's
too cumbersome. It's too expensive.”

Z\ The Anderson-King Bill was not
approved by the 87th Congress. But I

repeat: This was a "setback.” It was

not failure. It was not defeat. \dj‘M a
: Lo a1

/ i
/A I'm not just arguing semantics on

this. I am speaking of political realities.

-—

The basic reality is that this is good

legislation, and it is supported by the
e

American people.
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}
aiﬁ??e program of health and hospital

—_—

care for the elderly under social security
has been delayed. The reality of public
support for this program will soon become
more clearly evident to Congress. And I
predict that this program will be established
by the 88th Congress Iia
gy{‘/{,,} M

" Impossible?” Wait, my friends, and
you will see.

Most major pieces of legislation do
not win approval by Congress the first

time they are introduced. Most of the

major and progressive legislative bills
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in our history have been introduced in
severgl different Congressional sessions
before they finally won full approval.
In the past year and a half, this [n l
Congress and the Kennedy Administration
have built a good record, both domestically
/

and intemationally.r/\'\We have moved ahead,

despite the obstinancy of Republicans at

home and the communists abroad.

e e

But we must t that there have been

ﬁf setbacks, delays to progress.
iz _.." ﬁ : =
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disturbed by the obstinancy of the Soviet
Union in our effort to reach agreement
banning nuclear weapons testing.

The Unlted States has been reasonable
and specific at the conference table in

Geneva. We have submitted a workable and

complete draft treaty calling for an end
to all nuclear weapons testing, with

adequate controls and safeguards. Last

Zh

LLme
month we offered, also, to sign agreement

banning tests in the atmosphere, without
R e
s U

=
IS Jz“-}/
demands for on-site inspectionss

Y
The Sovietg}rejected our offers. They

—
-
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have offered no reasonable proposals in

return.

iy
These ug:fe-) setbacks. These aﬂl%Q—

serious setbacks---not just for WW

——— L —

hopes, not just for United States policiqs.

andl
These m setbacks for humanity.

Y

X But they ﬁvalé not final defeats.

._(The cries have risen in the Nation that
"It is impossible”™ to secure a workable and
safeguarded test ban treaty with the Soviet
Union. I hear and read often the statement
that disarmament is just a dream, and that

we will never be able to find a way to halt
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the terrifying nuclear arms race.

e ‘ﬁ“
Never? I refuse to aﬂniiLthat. T
. s——

refuse to give up the quest---no matter
how frustrating, tedious and slow it may
be---for a secure, honorable and lasting

peace.

: le ‘
f%yuj: We have no peace when the Soviet
)

Union and the United States are playing
a game of leap-frog toward possible

oblivian with alternating series of

nuclear weapons tests.

/iue have no peace when there is a
=

chance that nuclear war can be triggered
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by misteke or miscalculation.

We have no peace when the capacity
to produce nuclear weapons comes closer

and closer to the hands of many nations,

large and small.

We have no peace when our own health
and the welfare of humanity are endangered

by radioactive fallout from weapons
HUSLSLTS Aot

testing.
!
A’v{e have no peace now, & with all

these risks and dangers present.

But, I will not admit that those risks

A

and dangers cannot be removed from a tense
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world. I will never say: "It is impossible.”

Because then I would be saying that peace
is impossible.
Nor would I say that peace is just a

e
possibility. It is the central goal of

our party and our Nation. ;&iﬁi&»‘

We seek other noble goals which the
political cynics may label "impossible,”
but which we call impersative.

ﬁZﬁb seek a Nation and a world in
which all menﬁEEEfE'EEE‘QQXE#Egg the

responsibilities of freedom.

r

ﬂ(\\Wb seek a Nation and a world free of

———

o~

=

|
[

E
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hunger, disease, ignorance and social
s ——

injustice.

‘______________...-—-—-—'—-_____——‘——ﬁ
}

L\ We seek a Nation and a world
relieved of the burdens and the terrors
of a nuclear arms race.

A

/
}\\We seek a Nation and a world in
which all men and women m%
it /
« the=fotascemmg have confidence for ?&

security and opportunity ﬁ/’cheir
children.

We seek a Nation and a world Im=——

H%Z/ AL 7




/\ Dreams? Impossible? I think not.

These are attahaablecﬁ B’:l‘r‘/i’ iliibs——t {D }[%W

twentieth century/lfa.‘:k not Ileady to

ass that we must hay¢ a war e@i
_years | drBuch pypercentage
o] ’
s country, '
b0 or;
even ---;per cent of/fthe world's people
t;mst vs be undernoujrished.
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I believe in the capacity and the will

of the American people to achieve excellence,

to reach greatness? SSaTaEs

o

I believe in this destiny, because in
this twentieth century we have leadership
for greatness.

/< We have in the White House a man who
does not make g full-time job of reciting
such phrases as "It's too complex" or
"It's too expensive” or "let someone else

‘________________-—-————_‘" -

do it."”

Above all, we have as President a man
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with the vision and the courage to say:

Nothing 15 tmpostate.” — H ¢ &Mﬁ ﬂ"m

In John F. Kennedy, my=friends, we

have a President for six more years of

progress toward greatness.

I

—

And we have leadership which is

S~

~

honorable and dedicated and effective in

all branches of our government.

And we have you, who are giving

—_—

leadership where it ultimately counts---

among the people in the towns and Lcities
v | 51 (L -.
and &1 communities ﬁ"-mﬁg:&‘l : A

—eempieNes.—
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I have spoken enough about destiny and

the goals of leadership in this twentieth

centunygix

We have a more immediate task.

D-Da.y is November 6 A% )O/LMM J/dﬁ'*] mb

I leave you tonight with one, practical
challenge.
GZ:Ihis is another of those "It's impossible”
type of challenges. |
Republicans and reactionaries,
historians and political scientists,
Jjournalists and statisticians all say: "It's

impossible for the perty in power in the

e
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White House to increase its majorities
in Congress in an off year election.”

A1l of them are willing to admit
that once only in this century---in 1934---
did the party in power galn seats in an
off-year election.

But they neglect to mention that there
is a logical comparison between 1934 and 1962:.
1934 was the second year of the first term
of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

And 1962 is the second year of the

first term of John F. Kennedy.

They neglect another fact.

— -
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We democrats don't admit that "It's
impossible.” Sometimes we may grow a

bit concerned about the so-called “odd§3“

but then we remember Harry Truman and

1948 and we laugh at the odds.
MW\_/\/\/\_

aZ\And we don't rely Jjust on chance, or

precedent.

e

!
/Z\ﬁb work. We orgenize. We marshal

_—

our best efforts. We speak and we travel

and we write and we ring doorbells and we

stuff envelopes and we pass out pamphlets
= .

on the street corners to get our message

B—

and the story of our eg=® record to the

- T




beople.
Those efforts---your efforts---are

our answer to the experts who say "It's

S ———

impossible."”

041{ I make a flat prediction right now.
And I am not too worried about crawling
out on a 1limb to do it. Because the limb

is a part of the strong and healthy and

—

growing Democratic tree, and you are its
— T

roots.

_— )

The prediction is:
—

We will win in November.

This will not be just a "holding action”
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victory. ﬂod(ﬂ(ﬁzﬁﬁ
# Nned 1960

Z\We will upset tradition and history---

e

and we will, indeed, upset the Republicans
==

and the reactionaries---by increagsing

—

our Democratic majorities in the Senate
s
and the House of Representatives.
We will win because we have a hard

working, dedicated, intelligent, effective

and enlightened leader as a President---

John F. Kennedy.

!
Gj\we will win because President Kennedy

is popular with the people---and so are

his programs.
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(I don't accept this notion that
the President is personally popular but
that none of the popularity carries over

to his programsk 3/ 1ike Bayl

partichlar aytomoblilg model i85 po

but ,. one /likes|ifs depigy, 1its ¢
1t/s Jwheels, its faneuvergbility|/and iks
speed+)

JLEF will win also because our record

in Congress is a solid record of

substantial achievement. ~—

-

We will win because our programs

internationally and at home are programs
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of strength and progress.

/

04/ We will win because our candidates

N\

are the best candidates.

And---gbove all---we will win because

all of us, from President Kennedy down to

the local precinct worker---accept fully

the challenge and the basic theme of the

time in which we live: "Nothing is impossible.”
A <;_——é}——k———______________________

/

limﬂith a November victory, we will be a

step closer to victory for the Democratic

programs the people and the Nation want and

need. —

And with those programs, we will be
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closer to attainment of our goals in this---

the twentieth---century.

Nothing is impossible! That is the

challenge of this time, this century.

You will respond.

(END)
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