
MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF JAHUARY 3, 19~ 

FOR ·BROADCAST WEEK BEGINNING JANUARY 7, 196$ 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Minn~sotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washington, D.c. 

It is good to spea~ ~~th y&u again. My last regular broadcast to . the 
- - . - - ----- -- ... - .. --·- ·--·---- ··- ------- - - -------·------·-----

people of I1innesota was in September• Since then, Congress has been in 
- ---..--- ---·---~--

adjournment, but I have been busy. 
----· ---
In these f ew minutes, I want to share ~vith you some of my experiences 

of recent months and to of fer a few basic thoughts about the new year. 

This past fall was a time of travel for me. These were not casual sight-

seeing trips, but were packed with work and a fast-paced schedule to fulfill · 

my duties as a member of the Senate Foreign Relations and Appropriations 

Committees. 

The £irst trip was through Europe and the l!l.ddl.e East • I traveled from Jk~ 
- rs L'Mvtr ,1_1, .... ~ J r ll• I h !. ~rtl t"'- ~ l I "</" J 
Britain·~ t~ theli Western EUropean countries, into Berlin, t hen to d/t,J 

~ 

Great 

r 
{~ltU i (more) 
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-\-1 Egypt and several11 nations 

' This was a successful, informative and productive journey. I was able to 

meet with the top officials of each coun~ry, and to spend time visiting citizens 

in all walks of life. I took a ~ook at America's programs in these 

j. ~ tu/rf~~~ ~t.fi I, Hy./~7 
countries. And h!!'l!!llilllillli.~M-M1~Rf;~~.t-~p8blll~iii~Wl with many Caa SJR 

"' e. 
representatives---in Geneva, Switzerland, in Rome, Italy, and in Warsaw, 

Poland. 

I learned much during the five weeks of this trip, and my observations and 

recoTflmendations were passed on to President Kennedy, both in written reports and 

a privat~ meeting with him at the White House. 

There is not time now to report to you in detai.l on that trip. But I do 

wish to emphasize one point which I repeated to the President and other high 

American leaders. 

The point is this: Western Europe is ~~======~ strong and prosperous 

today. .,.,hese nations are growing and dynamic, particularly Hhen they are compared 

with the Communist East l!.urope nations. Western Europe i~~Mi!!ll!e'l!'!t solid bulwark 

against Communism in the world today. Its freedom, its growing economy, its 

/ 
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progress all are to' the wisdom of our foreign aid program which began 
' 

rrl. th the 1-farshall Plan after World \-lar II 
()J 1 tJN.. \..VV~-r .k-c; 

My second major trip was to South America. In three we~ks, I visited 

six nations, and met with the top le.aders of each. As in Europe, I talked 

-
with businessmen, labor officials, agricultural and cooperative 

students and the man-on-the ... street. I saw the magnificent buildings of 

governments---and the slums of the impoverished. 

Once again, I reported on rrry Latin American trip in detail to President 

Kennedy, and learned ruch to guide rrry own v.r9rk in the Senate and on the 

Foreign Relations Committee this year. 

Quickly, these are some of the high points of my conclusi ons on Latin 

America: 

First, Castroism is one the wane. His public following has dwindled, 

particularly since his admission of long-standing Communist · ties. 

Second, there is much in Latin America which justifies optimism. The 

trade unions and cooperatives are becoming better organized. The Church has 
0 

responded well to Pope John's encyclical on social and economic fefor.m. 
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Businessmen are beginning to realize that the ownership of firms in Latin .America 

must be shared---at least in part---with local citizens. 

Third, the Alliance for Progress program and our information programs in 

Latin America are moving too slowly • ive need more people in responsible positions 

who are on fire with their mission to help bring progress to the people of Latin 

America. We need far more efforts in radio, t~levision, books and other media to 

match and surpass the propaganda of the Communists. 

~~ 
r-mn•~~~~e~•llllillil•li hope and optimism for the New Year. We face a 

continuing struggle with totalitarianism in the year ahead---indeed for many years. 

vie w.i.ll enjoy no 11total victory" over Communism this year. We face more 

crisis, and immense challenges. 

But I have deep confidence in the strength, the vitality and the will of 

the United States and other free nations. I returned from both of ~ overseas 

trips encouraged by w·hat I saw. I returned with a new sense of dedication to work 

harder for the progress of freedom and the strengthening of ~emocracy throughout 

the ,.Torld. And above all, I look forHard to this new year as a time of strength, 

confidence, achievement and progress fmr the forces of freedom. 
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MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF JANUARY 17 1 196! 

FOR BROADCAST WSEK BEGIN liNG JAN. 21, 1961 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Minnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washington, D.C. 

, Today I want to speak briefly 1-ri. th you ,about the United Nations, and 

' its struggle to survive and grow. 

None of you should have any doubt about my position on the United 

Nations. 

I support the U.N.---~~thout qualification. I believe the United 

States should exert more effort to strengthen the United Nationst I ' 

think that without the United Nations, the chances to preserve peace and 

expand freedom are reduced. 

Right now the Congress faces a decision which will vitally affect the 

position of th,e United Nations an-d the future of the world. Let me tell 

you just a bit about that decision. 

(more) 
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The President· has asked Congress to authorize the purchase of~ to 

$100 million in United Nations Bonds. 

The United Nations itself is issut ing $200 million worth of bonds 

to be purchased by any nation. 

The reason is a critical financial need for operating expenses for 

the United Nations. 

I recognize the desperate need of the United Nations to ~ssue these 

bonds, and I fully support the President's decision to seek this Nation's 

support through purchase of up to half of the U.N. Bonds. 

Let me emphasize one point: Purchase of U.N. bonds by the United 

States would not be a gift of money. These bonds will be 1 paid off---With 

interest._-to the nations which purchase them. This arrangment is a 

prudent and proper financial method. 

The important thing for all Americans to realize is that the United 

Nations---our main bulwark for world peace and the primary protector of 

freedom for smaller nations---would be in gr~ve difficulty if its finan-

cial crisis is not solved. lmore) 
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I want to set the record straight on one argument which has been used 

( j 

·against the ~urchase of U.N. Bonds by the United States. 

The argument is that it is unfair for the United States to take on an 

even larger financial burden of United Nations costs, while some of the member 

nations are already delinquent in their payments to the U.N. 

I repeat that money we use to buy U.N. Bonds will~ be a gift. We 

will be paid badk~'trith interest. 

Just as important is this fact: Today, the United States is paying 

about 60 per cent of the cost of sEecial United Nations operations, such as 

those in the Congo and the Hiddle East. Some· nations-.--includin'g the Soviet 

Union---have refused to pay their share of special assessments for special I 

operations. 

~nations---including the Soviet.Union---must, however, pay their 

general U.N. Assessments, or they lose the right to vote. The special 

U.N. Bonds will be paid off from funds of general assessments. 

In this way, the Soviet Union and all other nations will be compelled 

(more) 
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to meet their responsibilities for special U.N. operations--~and some of 

the financial burden placed on the United States will be removed. 

Before finishing, let me s~ that I support the United Nations operation 

in the C0 ngo. There has been much criticism of this operation, but I am -

convinced that if the United Nations had not acted---in part on our 

request--the Congo today would be far more chaotic and violent. It would 

re~n a group of clashing, separate states and would be fertile ground for 

Communist domination. 

Our judgment of the United Nations, however, should not rest solely on 

~ 

one issue---namely, the Congo. The United -S:ill Nations today is a pm-Terful 

force for ~eace, and is our best hope for a world of freedom and justice. 

In addition, the United Nations has established dozens of programs which 

today are tremendously effective in areas such. as health and nutrition. 

The lives of thousands of adults and children are saved every year through 

the efforts of the United Nations. 

I vote for those humanitarian programs. I vote for greater·efforts to 

strengthen the United Nations. I vote for the purchase of U.N. Bonds, 

--30-
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MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF JANUARY 24, 1962 

FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEGINNING JANUARY 28, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Minnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washington, D.C. 

Each week of the Congressional Session, my radio report to you concerns 

action on legislation, or progress of Administration programs, or reports on 

other developments and efforts of the government. 

Today, I want to speak for a few moments of a magnificent,organization 

which is ~ a part of the government. The organization is CARE. 

CARE is a word which aptly describes the mood of millions of Americans 

who contribute to this organization to help persons in need. Its letters 

·also stand for the formal name ·of the organization: "Cooperative for American 

Relief Everywhere." 

Our Nation's foreign aid programs have done wonNers to help strengthen 

.......... 
struggling nationls overseas. CAREts programs have worked miracles to help 

'-"" 
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strengthen .millions of individual human beings throughout the world. 

CARE has sent ~llions of food packages to more than So nations to 

ease the pains of malnutrition and break the chains of hunger. 

It has provided thousands of mobile clinics to speed the healing 

povrers of modern medicine to disease-ridden villages. 

It has trained and equipped young men in areas of hopelessness to · 

give them hope---and .a trade---for the future. 

It has replaced crnde sticks used by farmers with new steel plows 

and hard tools to increase their crops • 

It has provided mechanic's kits, water pumps, looms and dozens of 

other types of equipment to make whole villages self-supporting. 

I speak of CARE not just as an "organization" or as an abstract idea. 

CARE is the result of the concern and contributions of millions of 

American citizens to help others help themselves to ,health and progress. 

I am particularly proud of the record of Minnesotans in relation to 

·cARE • . 
(more) 
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Since CARE vias first organized, the people of Minnesota have contributed 

more than two and a quarter million dollars . 

In addition to thousands of individual contributioDs, many organizations. 

and clubs in Minnesota have conducted CARE drives---including the Lion' s 

. 
Clubs , the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the General Federation of Women ' s 

Coubs, the American Legion Auxiliary and AHEPA. 

Minnesota' s newspapers, radio and television stations have alse cooperated 

magnificently to help promote the work of CARE. 

I 
And many of our State 1 s busmes·s firms have helped . Two are important 

to remember: The Twin City Federal Savings and Loan in Minneapolis , and 

the Golden Rule Store in St . Paul. They accept and send along donations to 
\ 

CARE,. 

I have told you a bit about CARE' s work generally, and the proud role 

Minnesota plays in it. Now let me take a final minute to tell you a bit about 

the CARE work I saw personally on trips overseas this past Fall. 

(ad lib a final minute about Greek orphanage and CARE in LatiA Amer. ) 



FOR ONE l'ITNUTE TV NEHS SPOT FOR HINNESOTA STATIONS---.!!-• 

ONE OF THE 1-DST D1PORTANT I SSUES BEFORE CONGRESS THIS YEAR IS THE 

ADHINISTRATION ' S PROGRAM OF NEDICAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY UNDER THE 

SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEH. 

I PREDICT THAT THIS PROGR.A!-1---KNO\VN LEGISLATIVELY AS THE ANDERSON-

KING BILL---WILL BE APPROVED BY CONGRESS. THIS PROGRAl1 IS NECESSARY . 

IT IS FISCALLY SOUND . AND IT IS, I AN SURE, SUPPORTED BY THE VAST 

HAJORITY OF THE AHERICAN PIDPLE---OF ALL AGES . 

I CAN REPORT NOVT THAT THE MAJORITY LEADERS OF THE CONJRESS ARE DETERJviTNED 

TO BRING THIS ISSUE TO A VOTE IN THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE. THERE YJ.AY 

\.JELL BE AN EFFDRT IN THE HOUSE RULES COMl'liTTEE TO BLOCK IT . BUT \tiE lULL 

INSIST ON SOHE METHOD BY \·THIGH THIS BILL \rJILL COME TO A ROLL CALL VOTE. 

ONE FINAL POINT . THE AMERICAN HEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE BLUE SHIELD 

ORGANIZATION HAVE ANNOUNCED A NEW, PRIVATE PLAN OF SURGICAL AND l-'1EDICAL 

INSURANCE AT A HODEST COST . I COl"!NEND THIS PLAN, BUT I EHPHASIZE THAT IT 

IS NOT AN 11ANSVJERtt OR AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE ADHDJISTRATION PROGRAM. BOTH -
ARE NEEDED, AND I HOPE IDTH ARE ESTABLISHED . 

-- 30 _ .. 
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MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF FEB . 7, 1962 

FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEGINNING FEB. ll, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow~tinnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washington, D. C. 

As I speak to you right. now, I can look across my office to see an 

oil painting by a Minnesota artist, Marjorie Pinkham. This painting_, titled 

"Robbins in the Snow," sho_ws tremendous talent and artistic excellence. And 

its winter scene serves to remind me of the crisp and
1 

subdued beauty of 

our State in this season of cold. 

The painting in my personal office is one of ten paintings which I 

brought from Minnesota for display in Hashington. I would like to tell you 

a little about this project. 

Last fall , I glanced around the walls of my Senate office and realized 

that they were crowded with photographs of political and government leaders . 

I 

Frankly, th~ overall impression was not very at~ractive, artistically. 

(more) 
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I decided that the work of contemporary Minnesota artists should have a 

place in my Senate offices. 

In December, I arranged for a jury of l1irinesota art gallery and museum 

directors to select ten paintings from hundreds submitted ,by the State Chapter 

of the Artists Equity Association. The final ten were ·first shown in my 

Hinneapolis office, and then shipped to the Nation l s capital. 

Today, five of them are here1 and five are now gracing the walls of 
IS 6 FFI c.,£ 

Senator Eugene :t<IcCarthy: We plan to keep this set for three or four months, 

then exchange them for a new selection from Ninnesota. 

You~k why a United St~tes Senator would take the time to plan 

a special art project for his office. You ~y ask why---in this period of 

great social need and international crisis~I would concern myself with the 

artistic achievements of our State's citizens. 

I think the answer is in a letter I sent to all of the members of the 

Senate, telling them about my project and sugges~at .they plan the same 

/ . ~ 
to help promote the work .. of their State's artists. I quote from that letter: 
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"The cultural and artistic efforts of 8ur citizens represent the noblest 

characteristic of our Nation . vJe can not neglect our cultural life and let 

materialistic concerns dominate our society. The higher our cultural and 

artistic attainments, the more worthy our American society is for·survival 

and influence. '' End of q11ote . 

I am pleased with the response to my own display of Hinnesota art and 
'-

to my,suggestion to other members of· the Senate . 

The press and ra~io here in Washington have given new attention to 

these }linnesota artists . Many visitors---including the directors of vlashington 

art galleries---have come in to see the work of our }linnesota artists . 

Most of the Senators who received my suggestion have made plans to 

• 

launch this type o{ project fo~ their own offices . I am confident that 

many Senate offices soon will have paintings of local artists on display. 

This project fits into a broader interest of mine---the position of 

Washington, D.c., as a cultural and artistic center for the Nation. 

I 

Today, our Nation ' s capital is sadly lacking in the facilities and 

(more) 
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interest necessary to establish this city as an artistic center and sho,vplace 

of the country. Compared with such world cap~tals as London, Paris, Rome 

and Berlin, Washington is not even in the same class. 

If we---as a people and a nation---confine our attention to economic and 

military strength, we face a problem. All of us hope that our way of life and 

our spciety can set an example for peoples throughout the world to follow. 

If we crush the efforts of our artists imder practical conserns, our Nation's 

example will be less vrorthy of respect. 

And let me add this final point. I am proud of the skills, talents 

and achievements of the people of l1innesota. I do not want to see them 

ignored---just bedause the most famous galleries and museums are in Nmf 

York or other centers of culture. I want to see the artist of Minnesota---

or any State---have a chance for recognition and success nationally. 

That is why I launched this effort to bring tvrinnesota art to llashington. 

Thank you. 



HINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF FEB. 14, 1962 

FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEGINNING FEB. 19,,1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Minnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in 1Jashington, D.c. 

Today I want to talk with you briefly about Hinnesota •s economy ... --

and how it is affected by national and international developments. 

First let me emphasize one fact: The economic vitality, the progress 

and the prosperity of any one State are the result primarily of the skills 

and efforts of the people, communities and government within that State. 
' 

But we are no longer a mere grouping of separate States. Our Nation 

is the United States~ No State is without its influence on the overall 

share and pattern of America.. 1 And no State is unaffected by the total 

economic vitality of the Nation. 

That is 1-vhy I >·ras pleased to see the final economic report by the 

\ 

President on the year 1961. The report was good nevTS for America--and 

for the people of Hinnesota. Here are some of the highlights: 
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Unemployment dropped from 6.8 per cent of the total labor force to 

6.1 per cent by the end of the year. And today it is even lower. During 

,......---, 
the year, one million non-agricultural jobs were added to the employment 

rolls . 

In 1961, industrial production increased 13 per cent---to a record 

high. And unused plant capacity dropped from 10 per cent to S per cent . 

The income of farmers rose $1 billion during the year. Total 1vages . 

and salaries of all workers increased $19 billion in 1961. 

l.fuat do all these figures mean? They mean that the l{ation was lifted 

out of the valley of recession and put back on the road to progress and 

recovery. 

As the total national vitality affects the people of one State, so do 

international developments . 

One development of crucial important both to the current international 

struggle and the economy of the United States is the growth of the European 

Common Market . 

(more) 
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The strength of the European Common Market today stands as a bulwark 

against Communism on the European continent• I~ is both the symbol and the 

result of a dynamic andprosperous community of ·Nations. 

We in the United States should rejoice in the success of the Gmnmon 

Market and the new force it has added to the Free World . But we should also 

understand the economic challenge it offers to the United States. 

President Kennedy is seeking to accept that challenge---in a request 

to Congress for a modernization of our trade and tariff pr0gram, The basic 

goal of ~s program is the elimination of high tariffs, which can choke trade 

between the United States and the nations of lvestern Europe. 

I support the Pre.sident' s program, and am pleased to see provisions to 

protect specific American industries from the affects of foreign imports. 

The important point to remember is that foreign trade is vital to the 

economic health of the United States in general and Hinnesota 'in particular. 

Frankly, if we follow a course of high, protective tariffs, the European 

Comraon Market will do the same---and we 1-;ill thus lose our share of grqvorl.ng 

markets for our products in Europe. (more) 
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Let me give you just a quick idea of the importance of foreign markets 

to M:innesota. 

In 1960, exports of manufactured goods from !1innesota amounted to 

more than $176 million. lfure than 100 Minnesota firms-with a total of 

' 
75,400 employees--exported at_ le~ ~~25,000 worth of products during the 

year. · $163 million "trorth of Mirlnesota agricultural products >-rere exported 

--41-"-il'l!!&w3~ in 196o..61, and an estimated 23,975 Hinnesota farm w·orkers were 

kept busy on this productioll#.p(l}fii=IIM1!•=a. .. 

The message is obvious: World trade has a big impact on Vrinnesota. 

If that trade is reduced, Minnesota will suffer. If it is increased---as 

I believe it will be when the President's new trade program is approved---

gain in economic vitality, progress and jobs. 

I pledge my continued efforts in Iashington for policies. and pr6grams 

of direct benefit to }'linnesota. And I will continue to press for those I 
I 

broader programs which will serve effectively the progress of the Nation and 

the Free 10rld . 

Thank you. 
30 



MINNESOTA RADIO TAPE OF FEB. 20, 1962 

__v 
FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEGINNING f!!• 2$, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-M:inneaotans-~ 

This J.s your Senator, Hubert Humphre;v, reporting to you 

from r.rJ¥ office in Washingt<m• D.C. 

I 

Todq, I want to enphasize a basic fact about the work of our Federal 

J_ ..-L{.-4- , 

'government which some c~s often forget. 

The fact is thiss A big part of our govermnent•s programs--both 

~ l . i ~f-Ll 

demestic and international--are !2!!! programs. These programs P!l for 

themselves, in addition to implementing American policy to strengthen the 
-1 

.:,\.. 

nati on and the free world. 

- Fra.nkly, I have no patience with those who toss out blanket criticisms 

of all government programs as "giveaways" · or "handouts." SUch tenas are 

based onl;r on a lack of understanding of the efficiently administered and 

soundly financed loan programs of our government. 
i 

(more) 



Let me offer a speci!'ic example 1 of particular interest to the people 

, 
of Minnesota. I s eak of the program of the Farmers ~ome Administration. 

' . 
~ I 

( 

This office extends loans to farmers who are unable to obtain credit 

through regular channels. These loans are for a variety- of purposesa to 

pay for equipnent., livestock, feed, seed and other operating needsJ to 

enlarge, develop or bu7 fanas within the limit or the "family farm." defin-

itionJ to develop water sy-stems for irrigation and other purposesJ to 

build or repair far.m homes and other essential buildings. 
fl~ - ~ 1 

;.. , 
c.._-· 

I am pleased to report that the Farmers Home Administration advanced 

more loan· funds during 1961 than in ·any- previous year. The total was 

$So2 m:lllion--a 47 per vent increase over 1960. 

In Minnesota, the 1961 total of FHA lOans w~ $13110010001 compared 

with 88.S million extended the previous year. There is no question that 

these loans in most cases meant the dl:if1'erence between survival or sellout 

for Minnesota farmers. The cost-income squeeze for farmers continues, and 

often the)" have no place to go but the Farmers Home Administration. , 
\ 

(more) 
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The Farmers Home Administration program is not new. For a quarter 

of a century, FHA has built a splendid record of helping fanners help 

themselves- to progress and security. In that time, almost $87 million 

has been extended to Minnesota farmers , and the national total has passed 

the $5.5 billion mane. 

The most impressive •part of the record of the Farmers Home Administration 

to them. 

Minnesota fanners to date have repaid $56.1 mi111on on FH.l loans. And 

mep'ti~the remaining principal has not yet come due• . The interest 

collected on these loans is more than 21 times the amount of lo --a 
v 

small amount, I might add-written off as loss. 

The same pattem has held true nationally. Recipients of FHA loans 

have repaid · $4 billion. . And, again, the loan interest collected has far 

exceeded the small amount of loss in principal. 

(more) 



-4-, 

Now let me summarize the significance of the Farmers Hame Administration 

loan programs. 

This program has helped millions of far.mers throughout the Nation to 

progress and solvency. It has helped to strengthen the nation by strengthening 

rural America. 

This program has not interfered with any of the regular, private firms 

or banks with loan activity. M ~ ~ 6 ,)./ /\. 

And this program is based on trust or the people-~trust that the 

fanning people of Alllerica are good investments. That trust has been fully 

justll'ied by the high rate of repayment of FHA loans. 

I believe that the Farmers Home Administration i s a good example--of 

many--of the way the Federal ~vernment can prov:lde needed service or assis• 

tance to the people on a soundly- financed basis• 

!hank you • . 

v 
END 
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FOR BROADCAST W?.:EK BEGINNING FEB. 251 1962 

/ 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow..Minnesotana-- · 

This is your ator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

· · from m,y office iri Washington, D.c. 

¥ I record this program for you right now, , a valiant American named 

John Glenn has just completed our Nation Is first orbital flight through 

space. This is the big event of the week--and indeed, one of the big 

events in America's histor;r. 

Millions of Americans were able to watch the developments of Colonel 

Glenn Is space fiight over television, or hear the detailed reports by radio• 

I was one who watched and waited and hoped and prayed as Colonel Glenn' a 

space capsule circled the earth three days• 

. ( . 
But I was also pr;.v.lleged to watch the launching and the first stage 

of this space flight with President Kennedy' in the White House. This . 

(more) 
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histor:r..mald.ng trip through space star·ced while Congressi onal leaders 

/ 

were conferring at the White House with the President for the regular 

OTHER 11TOP LEADERS OF THE NATION" TO THE START OF GLENN'S 

j 
Right now, the American people are proud of Colonel <nenn and the }Dfr, 

thousancis of men and women who joined their skills and efforts to make 
. • ' . I ~Jl6 

his orbital flight a success.· 
~ . ' (I 

In these days when our pride and pleasure is broad, we would do well 

to pause and consider so~ significant facts of Colonel Glenn's flight which 

have not been emphasized in the headlines. 

I believe that we can be proud of the fact that <blonel Glenn's flight 

was cancelled or postponed tan times. 

Let me exp~. There is no dought that each cancellation . in the weeks 

before the successful night was gretted with keen disappointment in the 

(more) 
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United States. And, a't time , those cmcellations were mocked by the 

Soviet Union. 

But each cancelled space night was a symbol of the emphasis our Nation 

places on the individual human being. As Americans, we aU agree that 

propaganda victories or even scientific advances should not be bought by 

with death---evm of one man. The risks remained--and always will remain--

for any orbital ~ght. But our Nation determined that the safety of one 

man--Colonel Glenn--was far more important than the strain and natural 

impatience to match Soviet efforts. 

There is ~e other fact of Colonel Glenn's flight which merits repitition. 

Once again, we allowed the world to see and f ollow his flight as it 

progressed. · We allowed full press, radio and television coverage of the 

fiight. As a free nation, we did not conduct this project in secrecy, only 

. 
to announce the details after Slccess. FaUure could have been compounded 

by the wide public attention. But to us, .treedom of information was more 

important. 

(more) 
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. Yes, we ~e proud today of the actual success of Colonel Glerm' s flight . 

But let us not forget the symbols of our Nation ' s greater successes--the 
.,.....-~, I 1.c { --" tJ 

dignitT and protection of the individual, and the freedom of our society. 

Thank you. 

(Erm> 

J' 



IT!ll'TESOTA 'i.ADIO TAPE OF FEi3RUARY 20, 1962 

FOR BROADCAST W2:EK BEGINNING FEB. 2$, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Minnesotans----

This is your S~nator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washincton, D. C. 

As I record this program for you right now, a valiant Ame.rican named 

John Glenn has just completed our Nation ' s first orbital flight through 

space . This is the big event of the week--- and indeed, one of the big 

events in America ' s history. 

Millions of Americans were able to watch the developments of Colonel 

Gl~nn ' s space flight oveF television, or hear the detailed reports by radio . 

I was one who watched and waited and hoped and prayed as Colonel Glenn ' s 

space capsule circled the earth 

BUt I >-ras also pr;_vileged to watch the launching and the first stage 

of this space flight vTi th Presicent Kermedy ~ the 'dhite House . This 

(more) 
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history~aking trip through space started while Congressional leaders 

were conferring at the v1hite House with the President for the regular 

weekly legislative meeting. 

(AD-LIB A HPJUTE OR SO ON REACTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT AND 

OTHER 11TOP LEADERS OF THE NATIOtr1 TO THE START OF GLE_lffl t S 

FLIGHT) 

t)V'1 
Rie;ht nmr, the funerican ~~ople arej\proud of Colonel Glenn and the 

thousands of men and ·Homen vrho joined their skills and efforts to make 

his orbital flight a success . 

I 

p~ 
In these days when our pride and pleasure is bfOad, we would do well 

to pause and consider some significant facts of Colonel Glenn' s flight which 

have not been emphasized in the headlines . 
I 

I believe that we can be proud of the fact that Colonel Glenn t s flight 

was cancelled or postponed ten times . 

Let me explain. There is no dou t that each cancellation in the weeks 

before the successful flight was g ~ ed with keen disappointment in the 

(more) 
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United States. And, at times, those cancellations werecnocked by the 

Soviet Union. 

But each cancelled space flight was a symbol of the emphasis our Nation 

places.on the individual human being. As Americans, we all agree that 

propaganda victories or even scientific .advances should not be bought~ 

, with death---even of one man. The risks remained- --and always wi::J.l remain---

for any orbital flight . But our, Nation determined that the safety of one 

I 

man---Colonel Glenn---was far more important than the strain and natural 

impatience to match Soviet efforts . 

There is gne other fact of Colonel .Glenn's flight which merits repititi,on. 

Once again, we allowed, the world to see and follow his flight as it 

progressed. t'le allm-red .full pre
1
ss, radio and televisi<;m coverage of the 

. i 

flight . As a free nation , we did not conduct this project in secrecy, only 

to announce the details after success . Failure could have been compounded 
\ 

by the wide public attention. But to us , freedom of information was more 

i.'llportant. 

(more) 
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Yes, we are proud today of the actual success of Colonel Glenn ' s flight . 

But let us not forget the symbols of our Nation ' s greater successes---the 

·dignity and prot8ction of the individual, and the freedom of our society. 

Thank you. 

EtJD) 

' . 
I 
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HIHHESOTA RADIO TAPE OF FEB. 20, 1962 

111) He 
FDR BROADCAST vJEEK BEGINNING 25, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-Ninnesotans .... ---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in v/ashington, D.C. 

Today, I want to emphasize a basic 'fact about the uork of our Federal 

government which some citizens often forget. 

The fact is this: A big part of our government 's programs---both 

domestic and international---are loan programs. These programs pay for 

themselves, in addition to implementing American policy to strengthen the 

nation and the free world . 

Frankly, I have no patience with those who toss out blanket criticisms 

of all government programs as "givea,.,.rays 11 or 11handouts. 11 Such terms are 

based only on a lack of understanding of the efficiently administered and 

soundly financed loaP programs of our government . 

(more) 
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Let me offer a speci~ic example, of particular interest to the people 

of Minnesota. I speak of the program of the Farmers Home Administration. 

This office extenps loans to farmers vTho are 1.U1able to obtain credit 

through regular channels. These loans are for a variety of purposes: to 

pay for equipment, livestock, feed , seed and other operating needs; to 

enlarge, develop or buy farms vrithin the limit of the "family-farm11 defin-

ition; to develop water systems for irrigation and other purposes; to 

I 

build or repair farm homes and other essential buildings . 

I am pleased to report that the Farmers Home Administr ation advanced 

more loan funds during 1961 than in any previous year~ The total was 

$502 million---a 47 per cent increase over 1960. 

In Y..1innesota, the .1961 total of FHA loans was $13, 100, 000, compare.d 

with $8 .5 million extended the previous year. There is no question that 

these loans in most cases meant the difference between survival or sellout 

' ' 

for }unnesota farmers . The cost-income squeeze for farmers continues , 'and 

often they have no place to go but the Farmers Home Administration. 

(more) 
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' 
The Farmers Home Administration program is not n6W. For a quarter 

of a century, FF-A has built a splendid record of helpine farmers help 

themselves to progress and security. In that time, almost $87 million 

has been extended to ~esota farmers, and the national total has passed 

the $5.5 billion mark. 

The most impressive part of the record of the Farmers ~orne A0ministration 

loan programs is the extent to 1.ffiich farmers have repaid FHA funds loaned 

to them. 

Minnesota farmers to date have repaid $56.1 million on FHA loans. And 

j 

most af ,the remaining principal has not yet come due. The' interest 

collected on these loans is more than 21 times the amount of loans---a 

small amount, I might add~~-written off as loss. 

The same pattern has held true nationally. ~ecipients of FHA loans 

have repaid $4 billion. And, again, the loan interest collected has far 

exceeded the small amount of loss in principal. 

(more) 
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No\v let me summarize the significance of the Farmers HoMe Administration 

loan programs. 

1 This program has helped millions of farmers throughout the Nation to 

progress and, solvency. It has helped to.strengthen the nation by strengthening 

rural America. 

This program has not interfered with any of the regular1 private firms 

or banks vith loan activity. 

And this progra.-11 is based on trust of the people--trust that the 

farming people of America are good investments. That trust has· been fully 

justified by the high rate of repayment of FHA loans. 

I believe that the Farmers Home Administration is a good example--of 

many---of the way the Federal §overnment can provide needed service or assis-

tance to the people on a soundly-financed basis. 

Thank you. 

END 



: MIL~SSOTA RADIO TAPE OF }lARCH 7, 1962 

FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEGINEiim MARCH 12, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fe~low~nesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 
J 

from my office in 'ltlashington, D.C • 

All of jrou have heard or read .by now of the President' s· cl'ecision to 

order a program of nuclear weapons testing above-ground. 

One fact should be clear to people throughout the conntry ·and world: 

This was not a hasty decis~or:• It took six months to develop--six months 

of hard study and. constant consultation involving our scientific, military 

\ 

and political officials and the leaders of other Western nations. 

\ -
Six months a~ 1 the 'soviet Union resumed nuclear weapons testing in the 

I' 

atmosphere. Khrushchev's announcement callously disregarded the wis~es of 

,most of the world's peopl~s. ,· He used his announcement as an attempt to 

intimidate ' and terrify theWest---particularly the smaller nations---into 

I 
(more) 
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surrendering their positions on such ·questions as Berlin aod the United 

Nations . He made it clear by the announcement of Soviet testing that his 

representatives had. not negotiated in good faith for a nuclear test ban 

treaty • . 

The President of the United States refused to be intimidated by 

Khrushchev' s threats of a YOO meg~ton bomb. And he refused to be rushed into 

,( a hasty decision to order an American program _of testing in the atmpsphere • 
. (' 

I shared his prudent caution . Atmosuheric nuclear testing results in 

radioactive fallout---a health hazard to people everywhere. Continued 
~ 

testing of nuclear weapons increases the risks of an accidental triggering 

of nuclear war. 

Because of these reasons , the President last fall said that he would 

resume nuclear t esting in the atmospheJ;'e only if our national security was 

threatened by Soviet nuclear advances from' its testing progrqms .. 

The evidence is now in. r leading 

scientific and military experts have determined that the Soviet Union did 

(more) 
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advance its nuclear weapons technology. 

As chai~an of the Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, I was consulted by 
I 

the President frequently on his decision to resume nuclear testing. I 

believe that his decision is soundly ba~ed~-and necessary to sustain our 

strength. 
I . 

I think it is important for all Amen cans to remember three facts 

relating to the resumption of ·nucle·ar t ,esting. 

First, opr program of testing will place emphasis .on development of 
; 

defensive ·techniques and devices . Only by testing above ground can we hope 

to develop and refine nuclear missiles which could eff~ctively destroy 

missiles launched to~rard the United· State_s . 

Second, the President has ordered that all efforts be mad~ in the American 

testing program to reduce ~allout and to minimize the effects of radioactive 

debris in the atmosphere . 

( 

Third, the United States is still ready to sigQ ~ the detailed draft 

treaty to ban ·rnlclear vreapons t esting with adeouate inspection and control 
I 

arrangements . 
(more) 
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The President h~s emphasized that disarmament and a.rms control remains 

a key part of our, foreign policy. 1;Je will resume nuclear weapons testing 

for the compelling reason of ~ational ~Bcurity, but we will continue to 
I 

exert every effort to end ~he terrible arms race . That effort wili be 

contant and 'honorable. 

(END ) 

-I 

I 

\. 
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FDR BROADCAsT vGEK BEGH~JIJG 11Pul.CH 26, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-llinnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from nry office in T-Tashington, n.c. 

Today I want to talk with you about Latin America---a r estless and 

' vital continent which I visited last Fall and which has been high in the 

headlines in recent weeks. 

The most recent development in Latin American which commands our 

attention was the election in Argentina. All of you probably read of 

- the results---so called "Peronista" candidates won many of the local 

vfuat many Americans do not realize is that the Argentine election 

did not represent a vote in favor of the former dictator Juan Person. 

This was a protest vote, largely by the workers of the Argentine. 

Hith their votes, Argentine 1-v-orkers w·ere protesting low wages , in-

adequate housing, inflation and other cond-i.tions which have stiffled their 
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progress year after year. 

' The vote in Argentina stands as a vrarning to the leaders of that 

nation and to our o;.m government. Once again, we are r eminded that the 

people of Latin America are restle r-s and desperate for progress . They 

have suffered conditions of poverty and social injustice for too long t o 

wait patiently for some fa~off promise of improvement . 

The people of the Argentine and every other Latin American nation 

want economic and social opportunity~· 

I can not make a precise prediction on vrhat will ha•)pen in the coming 

weeks in Argentina. ·But I do knov.r this : If we do not move more quickly, 

and Hith a g:.·eater sense of urgency, on such efforts as the Alliance for 

Progress , the chances of violence and totalitarianism taking root .in 

·Latin .~erica will increase • 

. Tho Alliance for Progress is President K:mnedy' s dramatic pfogram to 

help the people of Latin America help themselves to build better lives . 

The Alliance for Progress is designed t o stimulate political, economic 

(more) 
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and agricultural reform---steps which are long overdue in nations where 

millions of people have never enjoyed the rights of citizens or the 

safeguards of representative government. 

The Alliance for Progress is only a year old--and it takes more than 

·one year for such a TiffiN" and ambitious program to shm<~ solid results. But 

I believe that we in the United States anc1 the leaders <md people of the 

Latin American nat7..ons must show a t:reater sense of 't' rgency to t ransform 

r-t he A~liance for Progress from ~plan to practice. 

I believe there is another vital need in Latin America which we must 

Crvo wJ 
recognize ~ csJII!iiiiJ®iy---the need for immediate and continuing progress for 

Latin American agriculture. 

rhe Alliance for Progress involves efforts on many levels---industry, 

business, health, education and agriculture. I believe that agricultural 

progress should be given higher priority, and I have suggested that the 

year 1963 be designated as a uYe~r of Agricultural Progress'' for Latin 

America. · 

(more) 
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In this coming year., we should exert the leadership to pool the 

modern agricultural skills and methods of our· nation and others in the 

Western Hemisphere for a massive effort to modernize farming and boost 

agricultural production in Latin America. 

We must work together to stimulate land reform, the development of 

' farm cooperatives, the extension of farm credit systems and the estab-

lis~ent of rural electrification. 

\le must show the people of Latin America what a fr~e people in a free 

society can do to boost agricultural production • 

.And finally, we must uork to remind the people of Latin America that 

agriculture has been a flat failure' in the Soviet Union, R~d China and 

Cuba. The recent order of Cuban dictator Castro to ration food in Qlba 

is glaring evidence of that failure . We must demonstrate new the success 

of our agricultural system. 

(END) 
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FOR BROADCAST liJE':!X BEGIJTHING APRIL D. 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-}tinnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in Washington, D. C. 

Today I 1v-ant to report briefly on a program 1-1hich is only about one 

year old---the Area Redevelopment program approved by Congress last year. 

This program was long overdue ~ In every area of the nation, pockets 

of unemployment anrl economic distress have grown out of changing industrial 

demands , a~tomation and other factors . 1{hile the nation as a whole pros-

pered in the past decade, the people of many areas were checked by local 

recession and high unemployment. 

Northeast Hinnesota is an example of such an area. 

Before last year, the Congress twice approved an Area Redevelopment 

Program, designed to stimulate new business &nd industry which would provide 
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) 

n~d jobs. And twice, the previous Administration vetoed the program. 

But last year Cong.·ess approved and the President signed into law 

the new Area Redevelopment Act, thus establishing a program to give the 

people of economically distressed areas what they deserve, need and want---

jobs , not relief. 

The Area Redevelopment program, now fully organized, is picking up 

steam. Loans and grants are being issued frequently to boost the economy 

and job opportunities of · such areas as Northeast }linnesota. 

Just last week, I Has 'Jleased to announce tv-m new examples of area 

redevelopment projects for Minnesota. 

The first was prelifllinary approval by the Federal Area Redevelopment 

Administration of an application to establish a new pot ato processing 

plant in Kanabec County, near the community of Hora. This :project will 

t otal $2, 270, 000. But more important, the new plant will employ 384 

workers , and rrlll stimulate additional employment for farmers , farm 

SU?pliers and transporters in Minnesota . 

(more ) 
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The second project, also <iven favorable action by ARA, is to establish 

a new sunflo'\<rer seed processing plant in Clearwater County, at Gonvick . 

This plan:t, to cost $172, 000, will employ 35 men at first . But it will 

establish a ~ mdustry in Northeast Minnesota with a good chance to grow 

and expand and provide additional jobs in the future . 

The economic recovery of such areas as North0ast Minnesota l-rill depend 

on such projects as these, and many more to come . The speed of that recovery 

1dll depend on many efforts---by the local communities themselves, -by the 

State, by the Federal government and by private enterprise . 

I night add that I have held frequent conferences with officials of 

several major corporations in the United States, in an effort to encourage 

them to locate new plants and factories in Northeast Hinnesota. I am 

confident that these efforts will also pay off---in more jobs for the area. 

Just last week, the President announced a new program---which MUst be 

aoproved by Congress- - - to help provide progress and jobs for our areas of 

high and constant unemplqyment. The President caJled for a fast -paced program 
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of needed public construction and improvements which would put thousands 

of unemployed to work . The projects under this program would include 

/ 

work on water supply syst~ms , park and recreational developments, sewage 

and water pollutl on systems and construction and improvement of hospitals , 

airports and roads . 

Hany Americans in prosperous cities or comunities of the Nation 

may wond~r why so much attention and effort are being given t o these so~ 

called 11distressed areas . n The best answer is that our Nation ' s strength ,, 
and security cannot be secure and complete if ;earts of the...-Nation are 

/ 

weak and economically stagnant . The United States is not just a collect ... 

ion of scattered, isolated corrnnunities . J:ach corrnnunity is a link in· our 

chain· of strength- --and too many weak links can endanger the strength of 

the entire Nation . 

-- 30 --
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HINJJESOTA RADIO 'rAPE OF APRIL h, 1902 

FOR BROADCAST BEGINNING APRIL 8, 1962 

L'adies and gentlemen and fellOi.rJ-:Hinnesotans--
1 . 

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office in V'Iashington, D. C. 

' ' 
In recent weeks many of my friends in Uinnesota have asked me to give 

them a bri~f re?ort on my duties and activities in Washington. They have asked 

-
me to describe a typical day in my life as a ·United States Senator from 

Minnesota and as the Assistant Hajority Leader of the Senate. 

Right now I w<!rit to take a fev.r minutes to respond to that request , although 

it is difficult to describe even the barest details of a day's work' in a brief 

pe-riod. 

I think the best way to tell you about my daily routine is to give you 

an account of one particular day. I kept a log of one day last year which 

stands as an example . Here it is: 

At 6:30 in the ~orning, 
'. 

dressed and dr. ve to the Capitol D~ildjng 
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\ 

f or a breakfast conference i'fi.th Majority Leader Hike 1-ian~field, Health-Education-

·welfare Secretary Ribicoff and Prysidential Assistant Ted Sorenson on education 

legislation. This meeting lasted until 9:30. 

I ·then checked in at my Senate office, read the morning mail; die ted 

"' 
a dozen letters and placed a half dozen phone calls . 

Next came a half ·hour in a meeting of the Senate Foreiln Relations 

Committee, after vJhich I worked in my "Hajority ~Jhipll office in the Capitol 

Building. There , I returned several calls , including one to Agriculture 

Seeretary Freeman, during which we discu~sed P-ending farm legislation. I 

dictated several more letters, ·and met with a delegation of the National Railroad 

I , 

Brotherhood to discuss the pattern of railroad mergers and unemployment. 

At 11 a .m. came another meeting in Senator Mansfield ~'s office, this time 

with Senator Clinton Anderson and another White House As'sistant to discuss 

stra~egr f or the Administration 1 s Hedical Care program. 

After that meeting, I joined Senator HcCarthy and Representatives Karth 
I 

and Blatnik to discuss an. opening for Federal Judge in Hinnesota. 

(more) 
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At noon1 I checked in on the Senate floor , and introduced three bills--­
\ 

including bne to extend provisions of the -Food for Peace Program. Then, I 

was forced to cancel a luncheon with Senators ~cCarthy and Symington and 

Evangelist Billy Graham, because of a special meeting at the vJhJ.te House . 

I met vTith the President and ot;.her leaders for about an hour to discuss the 

situation in Laos . 

For the •rest of ~he 1 afternoon, I acted as floor leader in the Senate , -at 

the same time signing letters and reading reports at my desk on the Senate floor . 

Several times , I was able to leave the Senate chamber briefly to meet "t-rith ~ 
• 

visiting ~linnesotans and to place about a dozen phone calls---including one to 

officials in the Administration on the Area Redevelopment program· in liinnesota. 

The Senate adjourned at 5 p.m., and I returned to my of~ice to dictate 

another 25 let ters and check with my staff bef9re leaving for the first of 

three receptions marking the independence of new nations in Africa. A dinner 

at the ~Qnbassy of Denmark lasted until 10:30 p.m. 

-Y final official meeting of the day was vrith officials of the ?linnesota 

(more) 
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Farmers Union in a downtown hotel . That meeting broke up at 1 a.m. I arrived 

' 
home at 1 :30, checked ~ail which had arrived there, and was in bed at 2 a .m. 

_.:.-.. 

Each day is dif~erent, but the pace of every ~ay is the same . Anrj 18 or 

even a 20 hour day is coPmlon---and necessary to do the HOrk which must be done . 

Hy offJ.ce received ;DIIII!fl~ about 700 letters, arid 'Qp to 500 phone ca:ls , daily 
J 

and my staff and I respond to every one . 

The important factor is .that I love this work, and I am dedicated to it . 

·\ 

I consider all of my work important, vlhether it involves an international 

crisis and a m2eting with the President, or an individual problem of a' single 

~unnesota citizen. 

,---
Often, I long to relax more with my family, but my job is to serve 

• the people of ·llinnesota, the interests of the nati on and the progress of 

the free· w·orld. And that is a full- time job. 

30 --
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FOR BRr ADCAST \VEEK BEGINNING APRIL 16, 1962 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow~~unnesotans---

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my Capitol Hill office in Washington, D. C. 

As I record this broadcast to you now, the Senate is about to act on 

legislation to expand the Peace Corps . 

I have no doubt that the Senate will act favorably, follm;ing the 

decision of the House of Representatives to double the Peace Corps budget 

and allow for a force of 101 000 young men and women by the end of 1963 . 

This step is fully justified. The Peace Corps , today a little more 

A . than one year old1 has proved itself effective and successful as a d~atlc 

method of helping others help themselves to progress . 

It is interesting now to note the changed attitude of Congress , the 

American people and foreign nations to the Peace Corps . 

I recall that when I first introduced legislation, in 1960, to establish 



-- 2 -~ 

the Peace Corps1 there were many who branded it an idealistic scheme with 

no chance of practical success . The idea of a Peace Corps was sometimes 

mocked by those who l acked confidence in the talents , skills and character 

of our Nation ' s young men and women. 

Today, the reality of the Peace Corps is applauded everywhere. It has 

won full and enthusiastic support by Congress and the people . Other nations 

are nmv- asking for additional---or nev1---Peace Corps teams . And , perhaps as 

an additional piece of evidence of the Peace Corps ' s success , the Soviet 

Unio~has attacked it contantly during the past year. 

Hhat has the Peace Corps done'? 

~NdST 1Jt>~9,} 
It has sent: 1<6fian young men and women overseas to vmrk with 

local citizens on projects of progress . 

It has put young teachers to work to fight ignorance and illiteracy in 

areas bound to backwardness and stagnation. 

It has recruited and sent overseas young agricultural specialists to 

help train local citizens in modern farming methods and techniques . 

(more) 
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It has assigned young engineers and constructi on workers to help 

the people of underdeveloped areas build roads and bridges and other 

facilities desperately needed for progress . 

I have seen the Peace Corps in action~--in South America. I have seen 

these skilled and dedicated young Americans enduring hardships and eagerly 

off ering their minds and their hands to help others---as equals . 

They have proved---in Latin America, in Africa, in Asia ... - that we do 

not always need high-paid t echnicians with open checkbooks t o spur progress 

and win .f'riBnds overseas . 

The Peace Corps was a ~ idea, and perhaps that vTas the reason for 

the initial scepticism and complaints . But the Peace Corps has taught us 

a valuable lesson that our pr ograms and policies ~ new ideas and fresh 

aoproaches if they are to remain effective . 

Mo·e importantly, the Peace Corps is a living symbol to others of the 

basic elements of American character . It proves to others , by action and 

example, that America is a nati on of builders , of teachers , of compassionate 
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and peace- loving men and women. 

For me , the Peace Corps is a dream come true . I share the pride of 

many Americans in the success of the Peace Corps . And I look forward to 

new and broader achievements of an expanded and experienced Peace Corps 

working in dozens of underdeveloped nations throughout the world, 

(END) 
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FOR BROADCASTWEEK BEGINNING APRIL 22 

. -\ 
Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-}tlnnesotans--~ 

This is your Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

1 

from my office in Washington, D.C. I 

Tod~ I wish to review briefly the developments relating to the 

attempt by major steel corporations to increase ' steel prices by $6 a ton. 

I opposed :this steel price · incr~ase. The aimouncement came at a time 

when both· the steel corporations and labor were hailing a new union contract 

as "non.-inflationary." · That contract was regarded as a victory for the 

national interest, becanse .all side~agreed that it would not push prices and 

the cost of living higher. 

An inc.rease of $6 · a ton for steel would have been inflationary. Steel 

buyers admitted 'that such an increase would _have been passed on to the 

consumer. 

The direct result would have been quick price increases for automobiles, 
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home appliances, farm equipment and hundreds of other products. The 

indirect results would have· been a general increa'Se in the cost of living 

and a less competitive position by American industry against foreign 

industry. 

I was particularly aware of the effects a steel price increase _would 

have had on America's farm families.- The costs of tractors, wire fenci ng 

and, dozens of other items would have increased, resulting in an ever .. 

tighter cost ... price ·increase forfarmers. 

I opposed the · steel price increase also because I did not feel it was 
/ 

' justified. Some costs within the steel industry have risen, but the .overall 

cost to produce a tori of steel has decreased in the past several years. 

And1 to cite one example, United States Steel Corporation earned a ne~ 

profit .of $.3.04 lnillion in 196 

You all knG'W by now that..._ the steel price increase was cancelled :four 

days aft er the first announcement. Tw~ f~rs were responsible for this 

victory for the national interest. 

(more) 
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The first was the bold leadership of President Kennedy, He believed 

deeply that a steel price increase was not only unjustified; but that it 

would have had a . critically adverse effect on the national economw and 

strength. The _president put his national popularity on the line and 

pulled no punches. His ,strong statements on teleVision and radio and other 

\ steps led to a reversal of the steel price increase announcement. 

The second factor was the announcement by Inland steel Corporation 

that it would not increase ~ its prices. This firm deserves great credit, 

I 
for it sustained the element of competition which many of us feared had 

disappeared from the steel industr,r. 

Let .me set one fact straight right now. · Neither the President nor 

anyone else who opposed th~ steel pric~ increase was or :i,s "anti-business. n 
I 

I The President is pro-National interest. He is fully aware of the need for 

higher profits in the steel and 'Other industries, to allow for greater 

investzoonts into new factories and methods of production. Thus 1 his tax 

I 

program, now under consideration by Congress, includes provision for a 

· (more) 
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tax credit to . encourage ~d s:timulate new inve~tm.ent 

I The anger and the shouting over the ' attempt to increase steel prices 

have ended. That is as it should be~ It would be tragic for the nation 

"I . 
if either side in the dispute engaged in a vendetta against the steel 

' 

industry or against the Administration. · 

Instead, we need a calm and comprehensive study of the .steel industry 

and its pricing practices. For that re'ason1 I have suggested to the . ' 

President the appointment of a ~op leve~, blueeribbon commission to 

conduct this study1 and report back to t~e President and Congress in one 

year. This c·ommission should include ·repres-ntatives of both man~gement 

and labor; as well as economists 'and spokesmen for the general public. 

I am against any move to consider steel a ''public utili tyt• and any . 

. move to plac se government in control of the steel industry. But it is clear 

that actions by the steel industry critically effect' the whole national 

econo~ and interest. Thus, a thoro~gh study is justified and necessary. 
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MINNliDTA RADIO TAPE OF APRIL 2$1 1962 

FOR BROADCAST WEEK BEDINNING APRIL 26, 1%2 

Ladies and gentlemen and _ fellow-Minnesotans--

This is your Senator 1 reporting to you from my office 

on Capitol Hill in ~Tashington, D.C. 

Todq1 it you will permit, I am not going to report on a serious 

legislative isa~e o~ some sanber international crisis. Fo:r once, I want 

to take a few minutes to report on a mre pleasant development-the coming 

of Spring in Washington. 

·This season of' new life comes earlier to Washington than to Minnesota. ' . 

Right now, the green of Spring covers this beautiful city and the surrotmding 
' 

rJ :.._ ~ "'~~ \ ' ' 
billie Tho cherry trees which line the Potomac River have already bl9ssomed--

much to t~e delight of tens of thousands of visitors • 

Congress has been in session over this Easter season, and I have been 

f'orttmate to take the role of' Acting Majority Leader of the Senate for the 

· /}~ 
past eeks in the absence of' senator Mansfield. This has kept me in 

I 



.. 
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\ 
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Washington~ and close to the Senate Chamber. 

But I have managed to step out of the action in the S~ate frequently 

during the past few weeks t_o greet and visit with the hundreds o·r Minnesotans 

who have traveled to Washington for Easter vacation trips • 

It is, to me, an inspiring sight to see the crowds of citizens touring 
\ 

the famous and signific~t spots of their Nation's capital. There are some 

' 
here who CCI!lplain about the heavier traffic on the streets and the Ql ocked. 

,. ' _ y~~JY ~· . 
corridors of the government bu:Udiilga • I c-' mind. In fact, I welcQJDe 

I 

this renewed contact with citizens from all parts of the Nation and this 

ren~ awareness , of :tJhe appreci,ation .,{the peopl~ ~ave ,for their government. 
rr~~ a..U ~ - \ -~ , fvvv't . 

It is particularly satiSfying to watch the young .Americans who have 

come to Washington for a _few .days or a week. In recent days~ I have met -

with student groups from Minneapolis and st. Paul, from Robbinsdale and _, I 

. . 7~ 
. . ' . Austin and Albert Lea, from Worthington and Duluth and all other parts of . -... 

the tate. 

It is also impressive to witness the attitude and approach of these 

~~)'~ I 

Y'oung people. Orten, they ride all da;r and all night _on a bUs to travel 
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the 1100 mUes frm Minnesota to Washington. · They arrive tired, but they 
\ 

quickly are reVit-alized by the excitement of seeing such dramatic symbols 

of our naiion as the d.ncoln Iiemorial or t he Washington Monument of the 
~? ()~ &'\._ ' I 

Capitol Bu:-lding itself. 

I meet ~th these students and welcome their eager expresssions, their 

sharp, intelligent questions and their appreciati on of their government. 

' And when I speak to them, I take advantage of their eager attitude. I . 
' 

emphasize again and again what they have just leamed themsel vee-that this 

. ~~~~ 
~vernment iS their government, that these government buildings they visit 

. I 

' -.are their buildings 1 that the leaders of the government and the represen• 

t~tives in Congress are their servants . 

I emephasize one other idea. It is that govemrtent cannot remain the 

same, or i ":. will grow stagnant and the nation will be weakened. The American 

~~~:Jvw_~ 1~ 
governm~nt must constantly be modernized and improved--and that is and w.l.ll 

be the job of these yo\Ulg people who are seeing thelr government close]3 for 

the first time. It will be t heir responsibility to keep their government 
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efficient and th~ir nation strang. 

' I ' 

Tod~ 1 in this early part of Spring, I am confident and full of hope 

f or the future. Because I am confident that the young people of America -

, I 

\- . {~.~~ -
will take thei r responsibility seriousq that tliey will believe in their -
go'Vernme~t and work for its improvement and that they wUl strive to keep 

America strang and growing. 

- 30--
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MINN SOTA RADIO TAPE OF APRIL 181 1962 

FOR BROADCASTWEEK BEGDINI NG APRIL 22 

Ladies and gentlemen and fellow-MiOnesotans---

·\ 

This is you;r;o Senator, Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

&:~-~ , -r cvi-A.X 
from my office in Washington,. .c. 

Todq I wish to r~ew briefiy the deve~opmepta relating to the 

attempt bymaj6r stee~:o~rations to increase ste~l prices by $6 a ton. 
· ,...,1 , .. .-vvt.-~ "(-4-1 l-~ , .. · 

I epposed this steel price increase. The announcement came at a time 
' 

' 

~ 
(:.,~ ~-

,when both the . st~el corporations and -labor were hailing a new union contract 

as "non-inflationary.• That contract was regarded as a victory for the 
~ I~· f' 4_i4'1 

national interest, because all side agreed that it would. not push prices am 

~~ 
the cost of li v1ng higher. 

~~ ,, 

An increase of $6 a ton for steel would have been inflationary. Steel 

buyers admitted that/~ch an ~crease would have b~en passed on to the 

I ' 

. I 

consumer. 

..J 

' I 

The direct result would ha-v:e ·been quick prices increases for autoJIK)biles, 



• 
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home appliances, farm equiJ;IIlent 'and hundreds of other products . The 

indirect results 'would have been a g~eral increase in the cost of liviJ:ig 

and a less eompetitiv~ position by American industey against foreign / 

industry. 

I was particul8.l,'q aware of the ·effects a steel price increase would 

I have had on America ' S farm fam:llies. ,The COStS Of tractors, wire fenc~g 

' . 
. and . dozens of other items would have increased, · resulting in an ever 

tighter. cos't - price increase for farmers • 

._1 OppOsed the s-teel price increase also because I did not feel 1 t _was 

justified. Some costs w1 thin the steel industry have risen, but the overall I 

cost to produce , a ton of steel has decreased in th~- past sev:eral years. 

Arid, to cite one· example, United States Steel Corporation earned a neir 

profit of $.3C1,. Jld.llion in 1%d4 
I 

You all know br now that the steel price increase was cancelled lf!OUr 

daya 'arter the f~at announcenenb0 .TWo f~ra ~re responsible for thio 

'/ 

v:lctoey for the national interest. 

' (more ) 
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~~ . 
The firet was the bold .readership of President Kennedy'. ~e believed 

deeply' that a steel price increase was not only unjustified, but that it 

would have had· a critically' advorse effect on the national econom;y and 

strength. The presidmt put his nationa1 popularity on the line and , 
. . 

pulled no ~~hes. _His strong statements on ~elevision and radio~· 

steps led to a reversal of the steel price increase announcement. 
' . 

~. The second factor was the announcement by Inland steel Corporation' 

~~ 
that it 'WOUld not increasesits prices. This finn deserves great credit, -
f'o~ it sustained tpe element o~tition which many of us fear~d had 

, . 

· f:yJ_,~ .A..C..Jit ~. '~ 
disappeared from the steel industey. ~ ~ ; 11 ~ 

Let me set -one fact straight right now. Neither the President nor 

anyone el~e who opposed the steel price increase was . or is '"anti-business •• 

The President is pro-Nationa1 interest.. He is . ful.ly aware of the n~ed for 

higher profits ·in the steel and other industries, to allow for greater 

investments into new factories and methods of. production. Thus, his tax 

program:; now under consideration by Congress 1 includes provision for a 

(more) 
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_.--­
tax credit to encourage and stimulate new investment~· .~ 

~~~-
The anger and the shouting over the attempt to increase steel prices 

have ended. That is as it should be• It would be tragic for the nation 

-if either side in the dispute engaged in a vendetta against the steel 

industry or against the Administration. 

Instead, we need a calm and compreh~si ve study of the steel industry 

and its pricing practices. For that reason, I have suggested to th~ 

President the appointment of a ~p level, blue-ribbon commission to 

~~~-«~ 
conduct this study, and report back to the President and Congress in one 

year. This commission should include .repres· ntatives of both management 

and labor, as well -as economists and spokesnen for the general public. 
\ 

I am against any move to consider steel a "public utili tytt and any 

d'v-1-A ~p~ 
move to placse government in control. of the steel industry. But ·it is clear. 

t hat actions by the steel industry critically effect the whole national . 

ecanom:;r and in~res~. Thus, a thorough study is justifi~ and neces~ary• 

- .30-



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


