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lNTRODUC'riON :11 The speaker is no stranger among honored scholars. 
' 

He is one. In his last year he was captain of the State Champion-

ship Debate Team, valedictorian of his graduating class, and at 

the University of Minnesota, he won the coveted Phi Beta Kappa key 

like wearers of so many in this audience, a proof of scholarly ex-

cellence early demonstrated promised a large contribution of great 

service to the civilized world~ as well as the honor of personal 

distinction. Hubert Humphrey has been teacher as well as scholar. 

First, as professor of Political Science at MacAlester College, 

and, later, in the Senate of the United States. It is his con-

viction, and he has acted upon it that one of the highest duties 

of the Senator is that of a public educator. He is, moreover, a 

legislative leader in the field of education, effective counselor 

and advocate of the National Defense Education Act, educational television, 

the Peace Corps, and the National Program. Time after time 

on the Senate Floor, Senator Humphrey has directed effectively and 

dramatically that needed employment and tax cuts and 

teachers' salaries and the serious instruction and the need for im-

proved curriculum to prepare young leaders to carefully arrive at 
challenges in the 

the/hard century ahead of them, rather than to utilize the out-moded 

methods and textbooks of such a past. President Theodore Roosevelt 

one time w.as asked the definition of a "gentleman." And he replied, 
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a "gentleman" is a man who is at hcane in any company. I know 

Senator Humphrey best officially as the hero of the nation's 

farm people. But to the world in general, the Senator is best 

known as recognized leader in international affairs, member of 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, official u.s. delegate 

to UNESCO, and many other conferences meeting at the United 

Nations; effective advocate for the Food for Peace Program~ 

Senator Humphrey for many years was a strong legislative right 

arm,toboth Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy in the important 

work of disarmament; he has been a successfUl fighter against 

Communism both at hcane and overseas. Senator Humphrey was the 

~t U. S. Official to engage Premier Khrushchev in extended 

heated debate on Russian soil, and it has not been officially re­

ported wich one got the last word. (Laughter) And knowing Hu­

bert as I do, I would guess that it was our speaker. Long before 

his eight•hour debate with the Soviet leader, Senator Humphrey 

demonstrated his skill to be provocative without being provoking, 

to disagree without being disagreeable, to be objective as all 

societies should without being objectionable. Scane days ago 

a charming young lady of Yorktown class of 1963 was just leaving 

her hane to go out with the boyfriend. She was not wearing her 

glasses. Her mother inquired why. ''Mother," she said, " I look 

better to him without them, and besides he looks better to me." 

Senator Humphrey, these honored scholars \rith and without glasses 

look mighty good to me, and with or without glasses, you look 
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mighty good to us. Our speaker was two-term mayor of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota while in his early thirties, now in his third six-year 

term as a United States Senator from Minnesota. A hard-working 

state, a to the President, elected leader of the Senate, 

a truly great American, and an honor scholar grown up Hubert H. 

Humphrey. (Applause) 

Senator: Thank you very much, Secretary Baker. And I say that you 

are my favorite introducer. I only regret that Mrs. Humphrey isn't 

to hear all of 
here tonight/these remarkable utterances; I've been telling her for, 

let's see · now 27 years, that all of this is true; she tells me that ~ 

it takes a few more years to prove it. It is a delight to hear an 

introduction such as I've just heard and know that somehow or other 

one or two of you may have been trapped into believing it. I have 

experienced tonight a remarkable sensation of pleasure and enjoyment 

by being able to see you receive, and I say you, I mean you honored 

students, receive your certificates which indicates your excellence 

and your achievement, your scholastic ability. I know that your 

principal, Mr. Kerr, is very pleased with this outstanding record 

that you have achieved, and I want to canpliment him, because it 

is impossible to have this many honored stude~ts, honor students 

without having a very honorable and honored superintendent or 

principal of schools. So to you, Mr. Kerr, my congratulations, and 

to the members of your faculty. I also wish to say just a word to 
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Mr.Augur, who bas spoken tonight, the President of the Yorktown 

P-TA. The P-TA is a needed function in our school life and 

community life, and I sense that the P-TA of Yorktown has been 

doing more than the average, if only to have sponsored this event. 

It has earned for itself the right of community exhibition and respect. 

Now, let me thank this young man, the outstanding Mr. Baker, Mr. James 

Baker, who, that doesn't downgrade you at all John, but young Mr. 

Baker has given us the message tonight that has set the tone for 

any remarks that I might wiSh to offer. 

I cane to you as a ref'uge from a classroom, so to speak. I've been 

introduced as a former teacher, I can sey that I feel that I am yet 

a teacher. Sometimes not doing too well, but at least most of the 

time attempting to convey a message. Tonight, I'd like to speak 

not at you, I hope I do not speak in a tone that is in any wey 

antagonistic, but I do hope that what I do have to sey might at 

least provocative. I'm really not here to tell you what to think, 

I'm here to help you if I can just to think, so that we can think 

together. I learned a long time ago that it is very difficult 

to have new and original ideas, but I have also learned that the 

process of education is essentially saturation. Sometimes we 

achieve it through osmosis, you just have to absorb it. So 

what I say tonight will possib~ represent to you, thought£) words 

you have heard many times, but maybe we can say them anew with 

same new arrangement, and thereby stimulate to you new thoughts 



-5-

about old problems, new thoughts about old challenges, and new thoughts 

about some of the new challenges. I recognize that it is a particular 

honor to be invited to speak to honor students. It's also a tough 

assignment. It's much easier to speak to members of the United States 

Senate (laughter). Then I know that I'm only talking to my equals (hughter). 

But tonight I feel quite inferior. I passed the remark to Mr. Baker 

and Mr. Wheeler what a fine looking group of students we have before 

us, and I mean that quite sincerely. I'm a parent as well as a 

Senator; I have a daughter, I even have two granddaughtersj and I have 

three sons, one son in the University,a "'sophomo!"e; one son graduating 

this year from high school, and another son who we hope will graduate 

same year, if he improves a bit (laughter); I've had at least one son 

on the honor roll, hoping to have another; so I've had what you might 

call the honors and the perplexities . Tonight I ssw before me what 

we as parents look upon as our greatest pride and possession, our 

loved ones, our young ones. And I say to you young people that you 

have set a fine example for all of us. Anybody that could lose 

faith in America when they see you has lost faith in himself first 

of all. I don't sey that you're angels, and if you are I would 

not be here talking to you. I'm not the right kind of person to 

be talking to angels. I'm quite sure that you're spirited young 

people, and I'm also very confident that you're young people that 

know what you want to do when set about the business of doing it. 



Now you represent the best that this school has to offer. And 

that means a great deal, because this schoolat Yorktown represents 

the best in education, secondary education • I say that after 

examined the records of this remarkable educational institution. 

To those of you who are citizens of this community, members of this 

P-TA, whose sons and daughters attend this great school, you're in­

deed a fortunate group of people. Every group in America, and every 

parent in America is not this fortunate. But every parent ought 

to be. I have only one message tonight. It is that every boy 

and girl in America regardless of race, color, creed, national 

origin, or economic status deserves the same opportunity that these 

young men and women have experienced in their Yorktown school. 

Notless, as much or more, and in fact, until that opportunity is 

made available to every boy and girl in America, America will never 

realize its full potential. So tonight I'm going to talk to you 

about a challenge to our educational structure, and about what 

education means to our country. Many of us who are older in this 

audience grew into adulthood thinking that the wealth of America 

was to be found in the bank, or insurance company, or industry. 

But as Woodrow Wilson, the great teacher, a great scholar, a great 

President, once said "The wealth of America is in its people." And 

surely the wealth of America is in its young people. And the 

strength of America,and today we think in terms of power and strength, 
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the strength of America is not only in its people, but in its young 

people, and in its people and young people educated, trained, skilled 

prepared unbelievable challenges andtasks that lie ahead. Now young 

friends, let me tell you quite frankly, your future is going to be 

more difficult than that of your parents, and don't you let them 

tell it won't be. You will have more opportunities, but you're 

going to have more difficulties. For example, many of you didnt 

have the opportunity that I had to have grown up in a time and 

in a community and in a situation where I could work alongside 

of my father and learn the wholesome experience of work. Not 

to read about it, not to study it as a sociological phenonamenon 

not to talk about it as if it was something that you looked forward 

to or tried to have it as part of my life. And that experience 

within itself is an education. Many of our young people t<Xlay do 

not have that opportunity. I am told they arrive at what we call 

the 20's or the gainful employment period in their lives. I had 

that chance because my father was a small town druggist, he was 

a go<Xl citizen too, he was interested in his church, he was interesed 

in town, city, state, he was interested in political life . 
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He was interested in his children and he was interested in his 

country. He taught his sons and his daughters as he conducted his 

business. But, today can I do that with my sons, and my daughter? 

No. The United States Senate, for example, just doesn't approve of 

having your sons stand along side of your desk all day. And, it 

doesn't approve of having people hire their families for their offices. 

Even if they did, the constituency doesn't. (Laughter) So we have 

a little different experience. And this is characteristic. I am 

sure that my good friend who introduced me, Mr. Baker whom I've 

known for many years, and respect as and as a 

fine government servant and administrator. He cannot take his 

family with him to his office. Yet, I would venture to say that 

his parents were able to have him alongside of them, in an ex­

perience of home life and work life. I don't know if this is 

better or worse. I'm only saying that it is a unique experience 

which many people today would need, and do not have. 

I think it was good, because it gave us, as I said, first of all 

an experience called 11work11
• Discipline of work, the capacity 

to do work. Now you're going to have to learn that. Many of 

you, later on, which is sort of an educational retardation; 

this is the kib.d of an expefience that ought to come early in 

life. But I a moment ago, that the strength of this 

Nation, the new power, the new wealth is in you. And harbored 

in you, yes and physical fitness, because the mind is somewhat 

conditioned by the body, your in you and your 

terms and terms of your attitude, your philospphy, be.. cause the 
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activity of the mind and the body is surely conditioned by one's 

attitude and his outlook on life. But basically, the wealth and 

the strength of the nation is in brainpower. Todey we are a-

bout to witness another example of organized intellect, brainpower 

put together representing the strength of the nation. When 

an astranaut by the name of Cooper who was disciplined mentally 

physically, emotionally, who was educated in the terms of his 

task to the finest point, that the takeoff would orbit this 

earth over 20 times. Real power, real strength. I understand 
( ~..V l Atvt" J.H-v ,& h ·IJ v) 

that a year ago your speaker was a great man. And obviously he 

told this audience, or the audience in attendance then, the im-

portance of science and technology. For science and technology 

can cane only one way, through an eight billion jet and intellect • . 
the wealth of nations 

But discipline, training, education/is no longer in lands, no longer 

in gold, no longer in natural resources, in mines, in weapons. The 

wealth of nations today is to be found in trained intellect. In the 

mind, in the mind that is emancipated. In the mind that seeks in-

quiry. In the mind that asks questions and gets answers. In the 

mind that is difficult and fashioned to meet the problems of 

the day. This is quite a change. And if you don't think so, just 

look at what is the concern of the nation today. There is no 

talk in the newspapers today about the gold reserves and what 1 s 
to 

happening/them than there is about the reserves of power, brain-

power, of potential J:nowlege that's in the mind, and in the 
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in the hearts, and in the soul of hundreds of thousands of people 

who have never been privileged to go on to college, and same of 

them who are school drop•outs in high school. If we could get 

America as much excited about the hidden resources, the vast 

amount of resources that are to be found in America in terms 

of the undeveloped intellect, of the undisciplined, the untrained 

mind that awaits the hand of the teacher, the mind of the teacher. 

Then I think America would qualify as being called a truly great 

nation. But our thinking today is in terms of extremes, in terms 

of , in terms of the balance of plzylllent. All of this 

is important, but it is secondary. And one of the tasks of the 

educated citizen is to have priority, and a nation needs to have 

priority. And if America is to achieve its greatness, indeed, if 

freedom as we know it is to survive, if the state of Virginia which 

gave to us Jefferson, one of the great scholars and teachers and 

students and philosophers of all time, if a commonwealth such as 

this is to survive, and realize and achieve its greatness, then 

the emphasis must be upon education. And this is why this citizen, 

this parent, this public servant addresses jr,ou tonight says "that 

the most valuable investment we can make, and largest investment 

that we can make is the investment in schools, and proper school 

equipment, in school facilities, inbetter teachers, better training 

for teachers, in modern educational techniques, in educational 
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machines, that supplement educational techniques and teaching. 

And where is it that we spend less, rather than more in terms 

of the need in education. Unless it relates to what they call 

the national defense. Here again our thinking is out-moded. 

Because many people presume that national security is be found in 

the Army, in the Navy, in the Air Force, in the Marine Corps, and 

in the weapons that these great services are able to use, or that 

they have in their stockpiles. But it was General Dwight Eisenhower 

who said approximately 20 years "that the military is but the cutting 

edge, the fine edge of the blade, of the strength of the American 

econozzy and the American system. In other words, it is 

but what really gives this blade its strength, and what really gives 

the life its cutting edge, that really provides the national security 

is what is behind the manifestation, the visible evidence, of the 

Armed Fo!!ces. And throughtut the nation, people talk in terms of our 

military---of guarding the American nation . Or our military as a 

great defender, defense system of the free world. It has a very 

important function to perform, and no one should underestimate 

it. Of course, we need it. And we need the most modern of tools, 

we need the best, and the simple truth is that the military is but 

a reflection of the entire community. And the military can soon 

lose its potency, it can lose its efficency, its effectiveness, 

if a rush of the blade, to use the simile, corrodes and 

has lost its strength. Security in America today is not only in 

selective service, is not only in the Armed Forces, it is not only 

in the massive weapons that wreck destruction that we have. But 
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security essentially tod~ is a trained and educated people themselves. 

And every person that is untrained, every person that is not pri-

vileged to develop to the maximum his ability, his talents, his 

capacities Whatever they are. That person detracts from the national 

strength. I s~ this to you in sane detail and I trust -with proper 

emphasis, because I am convinced that the struggle in which we are 

now engaged, and have been engaged, for almost a generation and for 

better than a generation too, since the time of Hitler and now the 

Communist menace, that this struggle against totalitarianism will 

live with us as long as this class before me and these young people 

who are the honored society live themselves. I do not expect that 

our struggle with the forces of imperialistic peoples, with communist 

aggressors, of communist ideology, of dictatorship, totalitarianism, 

call it what you will, I do not expect that it will be over quickly. 

Unless the earth itself is consumed in flames---man's madness by the 

use of his weapons. I expect that if we can preserve a tenuous 

peace, that we will be fighting on this matter of ideology, and of 

w~s of life, and of economic and social systems, not for one genera-

tion, but for several generalions to cane. We've had a Hundred Years' 

W~~efore in human histo~ls there any reason that we should expect 

one of lesser duration when the stakes are so high in this d~ and 

ageZ Ask this Senator and this citizen. Appeals to my country to 

put the proper emphasis upon the security of America and that 

emphasis is upon its people, the health of its people which we do 
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very poorly. Too many of our elderly, too many of our young with 

inadequate diet, with inadequate health. To put the proper emphasis 

upon people, to see to it for example that such a scourge as unem­

ployment in a nation that is more prosperous than any nation in 

the history of the world, to see that it is banished. This nation 

cannot afford to have more than 10, 15 per cent of its capacity 

unused when we are in a struggle for our lives. This would be ex­

actly like being engaged in a mighty military conflict and saying 

that five divisions can go home and rest. No military commander 

would ever permit it, then why should any citizen permit it, be­

cause when I say to this fine audience that if the Italians can 

have reasonably full employment, and if the French can have it, 

and the Germans and the Norwegians, and the Danes, and Finns, and 

the Swedes, and the Dutch and all modern civilized nations, and 

the Japanese, then we can do it if we will it. If we put proper 

emphasis upon the problem and the search for the solution. 

The truth is that we have no choice. Because every day we need 

people who are seeking work without the privilege of work and 

the duty of work, every day that we permit plants to lie idle, 

while there is want and need unanswered in this world every day 

so do we weal:en ou:Cselves. We cannot justif'y it economically, 

we cannot justif'y it morally, and we cannot justif'y it from the 

point of long-range national security. When people say to me 

"well we can 1 t do it" then I say why are vre trying to reach the 



moon? That makes us think that we can conquer outer space. But 

we can't even de&l with the problems of inner man, and the 

problems here in earth, the problems that are soluble, because 

others have proven that it can be done. If tomorrow morning the 

French could prove that they had a cure for cancer, and they 

prove that by curing their own cancer patients, do you think that 

America would say that it couldn't be done? We'd say, of course, 

it can be done, it has been done, and we will do it. Well I say 

with equal forcefUlness, and with confidence that the truth of my 

statement, that if others can maintain a fully employed economy 

we can also. But we need to examine all of the zones, and why 

its being done, and get on with the job of doing it. This re-

quires a reformation of attitudes. It means again that we must 

think in terms of what is our wealth, and vrealth is no longer just 

basic lands, the new wealth of today is mixing of science and tech-

nology With finance and with management, and the wealthiest states 

in the union is a state Which has the greatest employment, the high-

est standard are those states and those communities which have blended 

together education and business, education and management, education 

and finance, instead of looking upon the university as an institution 

separate and unattached fran the life of the camnunity. The university 

in many of our great areas of life today in America,. has became an 

integral part, an integrated part, of the total economic and social 

life of the state . I attended not long ago in my home state, a 
~Jtt -dff 

ceremony in which six Kobel Prize winners were honored. A dedication 



of a new Science Laboratory, a Nobel Science Laboratory. Of the 

26, 18 were presently in California; in their university, and 

California today knows a prosperity and knows an expanding economy 

and knows a growing population, and knows a future like no other 

area in America. Disgust begets disgust, and they have learned 

to place emphasis upon education; for years we have heard how the 

people of California, regardless of what party was in power, who 

the governor may have been, the emphasis was upon education. And 

it has paid off. Now don't misunderstand me, education is more 

than going to school. Very frankly, education is more than having 

an honor-badge, or the pin of the honor society. Hitler had well­

educated people, and so does Khrushchev. In fact, may: I say to you 

that one of the great ceremonies of the Soviet Union is what they 

call the Georgian Hall in the Kremlin. I have been there, and I 

was in the Georgian Hall which is ten times as largeas this auditori­

um, massive. And do you know how they treat the honored students 

in the Soviet Union? They have the entire Council of Ministers 

with the First Minister, the Prime Minister, and they invite in 

from all over the Soviet Union, honor students from age six on 

up with their parents as guests of the government. And they 

cane to stay a week in Moscow. And every boy and girl that 

is an honor student is received, not by the principal of the 

school which is in itself an honor, but he is received and 

commended and given the honor medal for outstanding excellence 
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in education by him, by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 

Khrushchev. The entire government, every minister is present, for 

this ceremony. It would be as if the President of the United 

States would take off from the duties with the Cabinet and the 

Supreme Court and the leaders of Congress, and proceeded to the 

largest auditorium that America has and invited the honor students 

in every one of the 50 states of the Union, and they were there 

with their parents as guests of the government of the United States, 

in the Nation's Capitol, and they were honored. Not only by the 

certificates, not only by the badge, but by the presence of the 

officials of the country, by the highest officers of the govern­

ment, and honored by public acclaim as champions. The Soviet 

Union has put emphasis upon its patience. And they have taken 

their country in 43 years from a country of illiterates, to 

a country today that surpasses us in space. That equals us in many 

areas of science. But I will say to you that excellence in educa-

tion is not just excellence in the discipline of education, in the 

studies, the education that we want in the Fr!!e Nation is an educa­

tion that not only trains the mind, but enriches the spirit. The 

education of emancipation, of enlightenment; that releases you 

from the prejudices and releases you from bigotry and intolerance 

and in fact makes you free in heart, in mind, in soul, and in body. 

The search for the better life. This is what we call the democ­

ratic process. That there is some freedom of choice; where there 

are bonds that are respected, and where the education is to be 

judged, the quality of education by what is done to preserve and 
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to protect and to expand the set values. It is not good enough 

to have people educated 'Who have an utter disregard for human 

dignity. A well-educated person is one who realizes that the 

purpose of education is the enriChment of one's life and the 

sharing of the good things of life with others. The protection 

of the common good; the defense and the enriChment and the 

enhancement of the community; he understands that an educated 

man is a tolerant man, an educated person is one of understanding; 

of forgiving; and educated man is one possessed with a desire to 

achieve social justice. It isn't good enough just to be efficient, 

my fellow Americans. Dictatorships have efficient people. And I 

would suggest to you that as somewhat of a student you can read 

the old and the New Testament, the Magna Carta, or you can read 

the writings of Thomas Aquinas, or if you please the Declaration 

of Independence, the Constitution of the United States, am the 

Emancipation Proclamation. And you will never find the word 

11 efficiency." But you will find something called 'love, 11 you will 

find the word again and again standing out in bold relief 11 justice" 

you will find the words 11 equality11 "liberty" 11 totality11 11 individual­

ity11 11 dignity11 11 can:passion11 and a truly educated person is one 

that has these qualities, the love of liberty for himself and 

others. Liberty that is responsible, and liberty that is not 

licence. Compassion, a willingness to be concerned about others 

and recognizing that vre are not 11 an island until ourselves. 11 
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And recognizing what happens to another injuries you, or helps you. 

What I am really trying to say to you is that the education that 

we want is one that builds better people, not only better hands 

and minds, but the total man. One that makes one appreciate the 

arts, the humanity, as well as the sciences, one that gives you 

an insight into yourself as well as into the problems of the day. 

Now what are our responsibilities? I've had many wonderfully good 

things happen to me in my life. One was the privilege of a univers­

ity education as well as a high school education. My high school 

was a very small one, and it didn't take a great deal of ability 

to be one of the leaders in the class, the class was very small; 

of course I haven't told too many people about that, my children 

found out, however, from their mother (laughter). But I went to 

the university of Minnesota and I was given an education. I worked 

when I was in college, at the university, I think that was fortunate 

but I've never fooled myself, and I don't want you to fool yourself. 

The community gives you an education, I don't care if you pay $5 ,000 

a year tuition, you couldn't buy an education, it is impossible for 

a student to buy an education, an education provided by the community, 

it may be a community of your church, it may be a community of a 

selected individual, it may be the public, it may be the ca:mnonwealth, 

it may be out here where it ccmes frcm local, state, and Federal 

aid. I happen to be the author of Federal aid to school construction, 

for areas that have Federal activity, we call it llf. U. c. I 

I introduced the first Federal aid toschool construction in the Congress, 



in the 8lst Congress. I conducted the hearings. We didn't get all 

we wanted, but we got something. And this school itself and many 

other schools in Virginia are the recipients of Federal aid to educa-

tion, and let this be clear, you are not under Federal domination. 

Ani the principal is not bought by the Federal g9vernment. And the 

school system has not been destrqyed, nor has your moral fiber been 

warped (slight laughter); in fact, may. I say that the reason this is 

such a good school is that you have enough to do, you have the re-

sources, you have the Federal aid and many other areas of America 

need it. And I for one advocate it. And I don't advocate it be­
if 

cause it is Federal aid as such, I advocate it because/it is 

impossible, or if it is exceedingly difficult for a local community 

to provide adequate school facilities, and adequate teaching, and 

adequate libraries, and all that goes with the school system, then 

it is the duty of the nation that calls upon those young men and 
for the defense of the nation and calls upon those young men and women 

women/and future citizens for the productivity and the prosperity 

of the nation, it is the duty of the nation in this century to see 

to it that the education is provided. You're not all going to 

live in Virginia, you may travel to every corner of America and 

surely many of you will go to corners of the world. Therefore, 

the educational structure must have sane uniformity in terms of 

benefits. And once you receive those benefits, you have an obliga­
a social obligation 

tion/for the rest of your life, you have an obligation to country, 

you have an obligation to the world because you are privileged, and 
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if you go on to college or the university or higher education of 

any kind, and I trust you will and I am positive that most of you 

will, remember that you are one of the chosen, remember that for 

every boy and girl, every young man and woman that goes on to col­

lege, many more do not go for reasons, for many reasons, sometimes 

economic, sometimes due to lack of incentive, sometimes due to lack 

of adequate facilities. I think we might ask ourselves right naw, 

and you should ask yourself, because one of these days you will be 

family people, what do you expect to do about higher education? 

We _ are going to have to build more classroom space in higher educa­

tion between naw and the year 1980, not very far away just 17 years, 

than America built from the beginning of our country in the 17th 

century up to 1960. We're going to have to build more college 

and university facilities even at the present percentage of students 

graduating from high school continues to go on to college, even if 

the percentage didn't increase, we're going to have to build more 

college, more classroom space, more higher education facilities and 

space in the next 20 years than we've had in the last 300. Right a­

way I can hear some people say "well it can't be done, if it can't 

be done and surrender, give up" "it can't be done" 11What do you mean 

it can't be done, it must be done." The only people that are worth 

respecting today are the people who do the impossible. Anybody can 

do what' s ok, but the astronaut says when he goes into orlii t "A-OK" 

excellence, not mediocracy. It doesn't take much to get by, and 
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it takes something to do a good job. Now one of' the things that 

America needs, and one of' the things that young people can give 

to America is a determination to do what needs to be done, and you 

can do it. When we needed the atom bomb in Werld War II, we did 

it. When victory needs was needed, we did it. And the 'lirhole history 

of' this nation, in its periods of' greatness, is when leadership led ­

this nation, 'fo achievements ~"t•rhich other people said was impossible, 

or were impossible. If' you can only do what others do, you're not 

much. If' you can do what others can't do, then you qualif'y f'or 

being what we call honored, or distinguished citizen. I'd like to 

leave you nO'I-T with just one or tvro other observations. I've said 

to you that the education that you receive now, and that you will 

receive, and by the way, may I say to the young ladies here, we 

need you very def'ini tely, not only as f'ine young women, but to 

be the mothers of' the f'uture of' the country, as childbearing mothers 

of' the men who will be the f'uture of' the country. Many times vre'll 

serve in the capacities of' government and industry, but we need you 

as professional people, as doctors. What makes America think that 

most doctors should be men. I'm convinced that the better doctors 

will be women. There aren't many other countries where this is 

the case, and if' we're going to have the body of' extra workers that 

we need, we can't divide it up on lines of' sex. We're going to 

need more men that are teachers, as well as the women. We're going 

to need thousands, hundreds of' thousands of' workers. And America 
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must be willing to pay that bill. Every CC1IIIIIUility in America today 

has a greater need of better medical care, better nursing care, homes 

for the aged, and the elderly. I came fxam my home city of Minnea-

polis, where I served as mayor, the city of Minneapolis is over 

half a million people; its population declined 8% from 1950 to 1960, 

it went to the suburbs. But the population of those persons aged 60 

and over increased 32!/o. Modern medicine has made it possible for people 

to live longer; the trouble is that there are not very many people 

around to care for them, although life doesn't became a true life 

a good life, it becomes a 
of pretending 

We're going to need people that are social workers instead/that there 

aren't social problems; we're going to need many more social workers 

and we're going to need ladies, women in that field. We're going 

to have to upgrade the professional standards of America, and the 

way we do itis to bring more people into the profession. Into law, 

into engineering, into architecture, into medicine, into industry, 

and a host of professions. And there is a great opportunity for 

the young women of today and tomorrow. Now I leave you with these 

two challenges, one to promote education. To promote it almost as 

you would a conviction that you hold dearly and that you believe others 

should share. To make it your business to see that the community in 

which you live When you became a little older, that that community 

will be know as the community of good schools and good homes and good 

churches. You can judge a community pretty well by those three in-
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stitutions. I want you to make it your business to make America know 

not as a nation of lawyers, because we can fulfill that requirement, 

if we have a strong people and a strong government, that is a re­

sponsible government. But I 1-rent my America to be known as the nation 

of teachers, the nation of leaders. The nation that relieves human 

suffering, because the teacher will belong to the nation and the 

people to teach the illiterate, to heal the sick, to feed the hungry. 

And you can hear how a democratic people ought to e~ccell, because 

not only yill we learn the techniques of teaching~but we will learn 

to love the teaching. And we will be able to impart it, to those 

who are students. Not only will we learn the science of healing, 

but we'll feel the sense of compassion. The Scriptures tell us 

that "it is better to minister, than to be lilinistered unto.'' We 

have been told that to heal is a great source of good. And so we'll 

the healers, and we ought to be, sharing our science and technology 

our knowledge of medicine and drugs, and above all sharing our con­

cern for humanity. Because healing is not really therapy, a drug, 

or the arts and science of surgery. Healing is also love,understanding 

compassion. And we can help feed the hungry. I was pleased tcxlight 

that Mr. Baker mentioned that I'd had a long and firm interest in 

our food for Peace, because I think it is immoral, not only is it 

economically wrong, but it is immoral in the world that the hungry 

to have too much in a land of affluence and to have too much and 

not to share it with others. I believe that America needs to know 

in its own heart that we are a blessed people, and that we have 

been called upon to Share with others, and serve, and we ought 

not to complain about it. If we were denied the adequacy of 
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diet, if we were denied an abundance of food, then we should complain. 

And rightly so. But you live in a land, my fellow citizens, that 

Lord God Almighty has blessed with an abundance the like that man­

kind has not known throughout human history, and which science and 

technology and management and the skill of husbandry and farming 

has brought together in an age, and has produced an abundance of 

the earth such as mankind has never experienced. We are one of the 

few nations THAT was spared the bomb and the fire of World War II. 

We have a moral obligation to help others, and I do not think that 

it makes us look any better to complain that we are doing too much. 

Because if we are doing too much, then how do we have so much left 

over. A nation that can't find place to park its cars. A nation 

that abounds in countryclubs, a nation that builds new race tracks 

and spends twice as much on commercial recreation as it does on educa­

iion. Don't tell me that we have given too much. And maybe that's 

why I not quite as concerned about same expenditures for the help 

of others as same people are. I support foreign aid; I would support 

it out of conscience if not out of conviction, but it is good for 

our national security. I couldn't comfortably live knowing that 

others were in such need and we were in such unbelievable abundance. 

I also feel that we have another obligation, and that is the obligation 

of respect of human dignity. Now let me get it off my chest. I 

want to say to this fine audience, and there may be those who will 

take exception. But my beloved country and yours in the last fet-r 
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weeks no foreign enemy could have administered such a blow. You 

my fellow students, and we're all students, we will never live 

so long af'ter seeing the spots removed f'rom our countenance. I thinlt 

that the prejudice we have seen in the last f'ew weeks in Birmingham 

is despciable. No communist could have ever done this to us, and 

do you know that the Kremlin steeped up this propaganda 20Cf/o in 

the last month, it has beamed all over the world through its networks 

and saboteurs, and propagandists, not what they say, but what we do. 

They have inundated, they have flooded Africa and Asia and Latin 

America with the pictures of' Americans doing an injustice to Americans, 

and I remind this f'ine audience that most of' the world is colored, and 

while they may not have learned to live well, they have learned to die 

and to kill. We have taught them that. We haven't yet had a chance to 

teach the better lif'e, but we have out of' sometimes necessity, and 

sanetimes out of' need taught them to kill. Remember India raised 

50 divisions of' troups in World War II, and Africa gave to the 

Russian allies 90 divisions of' troups, and they have learned how to 

kill, and how to hate, and when the photographs of' the hate of' 

Americans f'or Americans are displayed throughout the world we teach 

them even how to hate more. What a sad day. This isn 1 t just a matter 

of' our own relations, but I say to every parent in this audience 

'that what has happened ;i.n our nation in the last f'ew weeks has 

made it all the more insecure f'or your loved ones, and I say this 

as a parent, I see each day less chance f'or my sans to live out 
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their good lives, each dey the chance that they will be destroyed, 

because America, powerful as it is cannot stand alone, nor can 

Western countries. .And the Communists and those who detest our 

system and our values are using our own evil as their weapon. I 

apologize for those citizens for what I believe is the necessity of 

standing up for human rights, and I say in this audience and in this 

great commonwealth, that unless America learns how to live in America 

with Americans, regardless of their race, their religion, their color, 

their national origin, we will never be capable of living with anybody 

else in far away places, nor will we be capable of giving them leader­

ship; because you cannot talk dignity, you cannot talk ethics and 

morality, you cannot talk progress, and you cannot talk about human 

equality, and all that we talk about in our great documents of life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and self-government, and natural 

rights, and God-given rights, and not practice them. I know that it is 

difficult; I'm not one who says that these things uill be overcame 

quickly. Man's prejudices are firm and they are very, very slow in 

changing, but they must be changed. Just exactly as we are capable 

of taking a boy fran a Minnesota or Illinois ar Indiana farm, and 

making him an expert jet pilot off an aircraft carrier, landing 

at full fran stopping that plane in 350 feet and carrying 

more fire power than all the fire power carried in World vlar II. 

.And I've seen it. .An nineteen year old boy with a twin engine 
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bamber fully loaded vrith megaton weapons landing aboard an aircraft 

carrier, and taught how to do it. A boy that possibly was having 

difficulty riding the tractor only a few year s or a few months 

ago , if you can teach a boy how to leave the clean life of the 

countryside, and put him into the unpredictable,unbelievably 

hazardous life of modern, military destruction and defense, you can 

teach people how to live together . We are going to teach them, or 

we are going to be willing to be taught, or we are going to have 

a miserable life. Then too we must live together, or learn how 

to live together as a nation. And that's why this Senator and 

this speaker to you tonight tells you that the United Nations is 

one experience, and one experiment in this living together. And 

when we live together with anybody there are problems. 

And is this camnuni ty so unbelievably different. Families have 

trouble, communities have even more, and states and nations have 

trouble, is it any wonder that there are difficulties in the United 

Nations, and all nations are not equal, nor are all people equal 

in their abilities. They are to be treated equally before the 

law; they're to be treated equally in terms of their dignity as 

individuals as created by their Maker, but the U. N. represents 

for us a free people an experiment in living internationally, it 

represents for us an experience in working towards an enduring 

peace, and it represents another sound investment in peace, peace 

is an operation vi tal to us. And my dear young friends, if we 
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don't have peace, what are you educated for? You know that your elders 

have three weapons that can wipe out you and all your friends off the 

face of the earth, and let no one tell you to the contrary. If there 

is any one Senator who knows, it is this one who has been privileged 

to sit in the high conncils, and it is this that we have the capacity 

to destroy all of God's creation, not once, but twice to wipe it off 

the globe, to over-kill; now I believe that we must have the sense 

to arm, and I vote for these measures. But I say to you that the paths 

preserving the peace require a greater degree of patriotism than even 

the paths :providing the defense. And when I think of men like Dag 

Hamersjold, Trygev Lie, U Thant, men who have been the Secretary 

Generals of the United Nations, I say to you that these are great 

men, these are real patriots, because their lives are dedicated to 

one of the greate~attributes, or one of the greatest vocations and 

avocations of all time, peace and "blessed are the peacemakers"; 

we need more talk about this; you don't have to be a theoretician, 

you don't have to be some kind of an oddball to be for peace, the 

oddballs are the one that are not, because perhaps to you to become 

an honor student, to be burned to be destroyed, you became an 

honor student to be honor to creation. And you have no right morally, 

politically, ethically to destroy that which you have not created. 

And you have no right to destroy God' s own creation, and therefore the 

dedication to peace seems to me should be with a religious fervor, and 

a deep sense of personal comm.i tment . This is why we need the United 

Nations, I know it is the best vre have. This is why we must think 
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in terms of how we can rid mankind of his ancient enemy---of poverty 

and illiteracy and of prejudice. Because unless we rid ourselves of 

these enemies, surely as we are ga:ther:Eii in this room, those who find 

these enemies their allies the dictators the people who have no 

regard for human dignity will conquer this earth and rule like beasts. 

We were not put on this earth to permit mankind to be destroyed, we 

were put here to help in his emancipation, and his deliverance, and 

in his enrichment. I hope that you will think of these things, you 

and I are not going to settle all these problems, but we have a duty 

to try to make same contributions. And I have a feeling that the 

young people I see before me tonight will make more than their fair 

share of contributions. And I want to congratulate you, and I want 

to commend you, you have gladdened my heart and made me feel much 

better as an American, and as a man. Thank you very much. 

FINIS 



Scholastic Honors Night 
Yorktown High School 

Arlington, va. 

MaT 15, 1963 

tou honor me by this opportunit1' to address you tonight. The 

students here tCiligbt represent the highest scholastic achievements 

at Yorktown High School. And Yorktown represents the best that our -
qstEm of seconda.r7 public education in America offers. 

This aeeting tonight also represents what I consider to be the 

new and most important strength of this Nation--an ever growing body' 

ot educated and skilled people. 

OUr National strength has many bases. ~tin an age of technology 

and increasingly COIIIplex and challenging domestic and intemational 

problems 1 our real power is brainpower. 

We as a people am a Nation and as free men and women can not hope 

to win the struggles against totalitarianism and human and social need 

at bane and abroad with armies, weapons, machines and dollars alone. We 



can not hope tD develop greater opportunities for aU men 1n all lands 

with the raw use of equipment and wealth. 

The most import.ant elements 1n our fomula for human progress are 

bound up in OUl' intellectucal oapac1't7e we need what you have to offer1 

imagination, intelligence, talent, sld.ll.s and--above all--education 1n 

tbe techniques and attitudes necessary for liiOdem times. 

F.rankl.1'1 10\1 at Yorktown are luok7• The opportunities you have here 

are near the top of the scale of educational standards in .AJDeri.ca todq. 

There are other schools, othel' coJri\1\Ul1t1es1 other states and entire 

sections o:f our cotmtey which do not give to our ;young men and women the 

see chances that you have. 

What we and what e'hr.1 responsible citizen !lllst realize is that education 

is .,. investment 1n our Nation's strength--in our economic productivity, 

in social and political responsibility, in scientific and technological 

progress. 

This Nation looks to its youth to .f'1U our m111tary and security needs. 



.... 

Ever;r patriotic American supports the qstem of Selective Service, 

the Armed Forces and the use of our ;voung men to give us military 

strength. 

But our national securi. ty 1 now and in the future, requires 1120re 

braillpower, not just more m;i.litary power. Every responsible citizen 

should voice as much support for investment in our edUcational sy'stems 

as in our defense systeJIS• 

Todq, we can not be satisfied with an adequate, passing grade for 

our educational systems. We need to build our educational oppOrtunities 

and i"acili ties into the beat, or we will find in a ffN decades or sooner 

that our Nation has became second-beat to another power which does not 

have our dedication to .freedom and the individual dignity of man. 

We need todq and every year the beat educational teclmiques for our 

young men and women. 

vle need the best equip!lellt and facilities 1n which they can study'. 

We need the beat teachers we can train. 

These are the real elements for progress- and,. indeed, survival. 
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