It certainly is a pleasure to attend the Shoe

Fair here in Chicego and to have this breakfast opportuni-

Ly to talk with you vwho represent the National Shoe Manu~-

facturers Association. I am especially happy to have
a part in helping you lamnch both the keynote theme
ormmm,unnuammmm
physical fitness and better health. Your slogan is
"Take Steps to Prolong Your Life---Welk."

I am both dubious and hopeful about my part
in this. I eam dubious because I haven't been able to
get down to a walk in years., The other morning at

breakfast my wife asked me vhere she might get some
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ladies track shoes. "My dear,” I replied, "aren't you
taking the exercise bit a little far". "Exercise
is not:-the point" she responded, "there are some times
vhen I went to catch you."

I am hopeful however that my being here will be
a2 good omen. My wife is en your side. éb.uww.

This Democratic Administration is for you 100 per-
cent. Only 99 maybe, if we have to count Plerre Salinger,
although I think the Attorney Gemeral ought to be counted
twice. As usual the Attorney General comes to the brink
of overdeing things. A fifty-mile hike is a bit much.
I understand he got confused between illustrating physical
fitness and stimulating statistics flor Medicare!

His heart was in the right place howerer. Stewart
Udall by the way, has probsbly walked more miles of trails
in the National Parks than all the previous Secretaries

of the Interior put together. Not to mention the



e
mountains he has scaled in Asia and Africa. If he is
equalled on the Hill, it can only be by his brother,
Morris, Congressmen from Arizona.

Everywhere the New Frentier is setting a pace.
We must acknowledge however a tradition. Remehber
Harry Trumen? He was out wallking every momning when
most people wouldn't dream of getting up. Homuu
Don't forget this either---everytime he walked, six
muermlmmm‘sﬁnuwnmﬂum
up!

The only time we flawed was in 1952. That plcture
of Adlal Stevenson in a barber chair with a hole in
his shoe vas & mistake. It proved he was walking,
but it should, of course, have been teken in a shoe
store in the act of buying & nev pair of shoes. To

have Adlai Stevemson getting a hair cut, showing a
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hole in his shoe, looked like an example of conspicuous
consumption on the wrong end!

Where shoes are concerned, we Democrats have the
Motto "spend the leather." When notified, the Re-
publicens will no doubt accuse us on this. At least
the Far Right vill. No doubt they will advecate a
measure to cut off all left feet., You had better wateh
out for that.

The President just signed into law a bill for
expanding medical education. Podiatrists---a fancy
name for foot doctors--~have a share in this I suppose,
but we didn't hawe much about them in the hearings.
That is a tribute to you. Believe me, the way we
wvalk, if our feet hurt, we would know about foot doctors
and you would hear from us! So by taking care of things

underfoot, you have been taking care of things overhead.
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We do not run the Supreme Court, but they should
not be left out. Justice Douglas was doing hiking
miles bef'ore Bobby Kemnedy could walk. He has kept
it up too, with vhat does not appear to be eny loss
of vitality! And here's eme I'll bet you didn't
know! For years Justice Frankfurter---retired now,
of course ,~--valked dally from Georgetown to his office
in the Supreme Court bullding on the Hill. If you know
Washington and are a good shoe men, you will peuse for
a moment of respect.

Yes indeed-~~in Washington you have friends!

Now, seriously---I lmow you do not mind getting
a little side benefit out of a campaign---you do have
a serious purpose and I applaud it. So does the Presi-
dent of the United States. The fitness of America, mental-

ly, morally, end physically, is close to his heart.
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He appreciates very much your support of his progream/
I know you appreciate his support of yours.

It is not that we are a soft and flabby people.
Some of us eat too much and some of us drink too much.
Most of us however are just too darned busy. We work
hard---sitting at a desk. We travel countless miles=~--
in a car, treain, or plane, Imwmk,huﬁatﬂl
we are sitting somevhere while doing it.

The tone can go out of & man's muscles in a
life like that, and with it, that extra element of alert-
ness his work needs. It becomes eawier to take a
trenquilizer when a walk in the woods or a park would
do his mind and soul’ more good. He reaches for an
aspirin vhen some frosh alr in a turm around the
block would serve him better. I am a pharmacist by

trade and I am not disloyal to the drug industry., We
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know however what nine out of ten doctors would really
recommend, and we are with them.

The doctors are telling us morsover, that the
heart is a muscle. You can strain it like any other,
and if so there is damage. Too much exertion is not
good. Netther is not enough. Worst of all---and this
is a temptation most of us are prey to after 35---is to
have a spurt of hard physical exertion after a long
fallow period of inactivity., This does us in.

A moderate, steady, daily exertion is the good
old Golden Mean. This is best for us. Walking is the
easiest, least expensive, most rewarding way to do it.
There isn't a one of us who would not be 50 to 100
percent better off physically, and I would add mentally
and spiritually too, for such a program.

I urge you to put your campaign over, not only

in your industry, but to the netion. Get America walking.
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If I sincerely want us to walk, I went us to
talk too, I amy be a pharmacist, but I am also a
Senator. let me take a few minutes then to engage
you on what you can do for the countey now that you
are assured of what the country is doing for you.

You represent an industry. More breoadly you
represent the business community, the working field
of economic life, There is not any human activity
not affected by economics. There is no humen activity
that does not affect it.

I am concerned mostly with the area of govern-
ment. I want us to talk, have conversation---hold
am“w“umtm's'm"m
the relationship between goverrment and the business
commnity.

Of course you businessmen bring particular

concerns that velate to specific problems of your



e
mm»mm.&mmamwusmmn.
This is good, right, and proper. Incidentally, I
commend you people inparticularifor doing a good job
on this.

There ave larger issues of mutual concern
on which we do not talk emough. This 1s not in
mmmw:au&mwu,mwmmew.
I was surprised to hear Governor Romney last
Spring in Washington, D. C., say that the Republican
mmuomauhpefumammug
Business. I thought that might have been ungrecious
to the campaign contributors. We like cur Democratic
businessmen and are not unwilling to get some move.
z«m-m,mmmwmm
a relationship of possessiveness with business,
for either side, does neither of us any good. Politics

and business are ssparate although they must work to-
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gether on the country's welfare,

I vant to throw out two problems for mutual
discussion, the education of each other and of the
public:

1. The Nature of Government and private

respinsiblility.

2, The Nature of the rold of the Federal budget.

Let me say a word ablut the first---the nature
of government and private responsibility in keeping
prosperity up and the economy moving.

This is a private enterprise economy. 80 percent
of economic activity in the U, S. is in the private

sector. wmmmm,mmt.

g ruuumm small percent tn m nubm

for the defense of America and the Free World. It is
a private economy and we are going to keep it that way!

That means, however, that the wherewithal to
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keep up our defense, to keep up basic services to an
expanding population, to meet high-priority necessities
for such things as education af all levels, must come
foon a groving private economy. The future here de-
pends mostly upen you.

Yot the government has & role. This government
wants to help you. We have crossed one bridge on this.
No government, of any administretion can stand aside if
there is any threat of economic depression. Any
govermment will asct and should. Mvorthiuhin?
other bridge before us. Not even too much of a recession
can be permitted. Even prosperity isn't enocugh. We
have prosperity today. We are enjoying the longest
stretch in recent years without recession. The economy
is growving, Yet sfill we have 5 million unemployed,
& balance of payments deficit, and a shortage of means

formny needed things.
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The main answer is to get s higher rate of
productivity, a higher rate of economic growth.

To stimulate this end the President has
proposed & tax cut. This is designed to get more
money into consumer demend, more money into business
to make the changes necessary to employ more people.
It is designed to give business the means to do research
mmummmummawmammuvp
for greater sales in a world as well as a domestic
markst.

This 1s one major step. It is not a panaces,
for other things must be done too. But it is important.
I support it. Your support is nesded to, but no¥ without
as ve say in the Senate, your "advice and consent." I
hope we'll hear a lot from you on & problem here of
a joint partnership between govermment and business,

a mutual leadership end education of our people.
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That calls forth a brief word on my second invita-
tion to talk on the role of the Federal budget.

The Federal budget is not exactly like a private

r

householder's budget, A private individusl must come
out in the black all of the time, or show how he will
in a very short time, when he starts to seek credit. The
government wust also, only it has a longer time spen.
The Federal budget and the tax structure which supports
it shoulld be viewed more lilke a governor on the engine
of the productive power of the econoumy.

Of course inflation is bad and mst be ohecked.
Of course a budget must be brought into balance. Of
course debt must be measured prudently in terms of its
promise to earn enough to redeem itself. Some deficits

and debt can be incurred if they do that.
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Inmmw-mmtamiummm
wt,mmm,nmmmmwh.
Even so, the Federal debt since 1947 has grown much less
then private debt. More importantly it has fallen steadi-
ly in relation to the economic size and strength of the
country, In 1947 the Federal debt was 110 percent of
the Gross National Product. Today it is only 53 percent
and is steadily falling even with recent and prospective
deficits.

As spending and tax structures are geared to get- =
ting the maximm development of the economy, we can and
will achieve the balances everybody wants.

We are driving a 600 billien dollar economic
machine. It is sensitive. We have teo adjust it and
ad just ourselves, particularly our mental attitudes
and habits, There are problems and controversial
points. Again we need the cooperation of your advice

and consent, and a partnership in the education of all
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our citizens in a common cause of prosperity and
freedom,

I d1d not come here to sell you a bill of
goods. This is not a dogmatic administration. If
wmthamiﬂhmhmﬂmmm
moving again.

You want to walk., I am all for you, and I'll
preach it even if I am running. I want to talk, I
want you in business to jJoin us in government in the

dialogue.
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