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HUMPHREY PROPOSES COMMISSION
Ol _AGRICULTURAL POLICY

CHICAGO Dec. 10--Senator Hubert H Humphrey (D Minn) today
(Tuesday) called for the establishment of a National Commission on
Agricultural Policy and Rural Life

Humphrey speaking before the annual mecting of the American
Farm Bureau Federation here said such a commission is needed "to
examine past agricultural policies their adequacy their effective-
ness and their relevancy to present day circumstances He said:

"It also will be the purpose of the Commission to look ahead
taking into consideration the technological revolution in agri-
culture the shift in population in America from the rural areas
to the cities what types of programs the government should engage
in relating to the price of agricultural products marketing
distribution and agricultural credit"

The Senate Majority Whip said he will introduce legislation
to establish the Commission soon

Humphrey noted that the Department of Agriculture in its
recent Outlook Sessions attributed a five per cent reduction in
the 1064 net farm income to the impending wheat situation

Because of this he urged that the Farm Bureau "study careful-
1y" a wheat bill he introduced earlier this year. He said such a
"drastic reduction” in farm income could eliminate the economic
gains which could come from new tax legislation

The Humphrey voluntary wheat bill provides for payments so
that on one half of their normal production cooperating farmers
would receive $2 a bushel for their wheat On the other half
cooperating farmers would receive an export payment of 25 cents
a bushel

Humphrey also spoke of the need for a blue ribhon bipartisan
commission to analyze and make recommendations for our future
food and fiber reserve requirements. He introduced a Jjoint reso-
tion in the Senate this year which would establish such a,

commission

(More)
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"We must have food reserves for market stability weather
uncertainty populatlon increases international commitments to
our friends and allies and international tensions and uncertain-
ties " Humphrey said. He added that "reserves must be differ-
entiated from surpluses."

Humphrey vwho served eight years on the Senate Committee on
Agricultural and‘Forestry said one ares of government activity
"which is causing me some concern" is the Commodity Credit
Corporation.
He said the CCC is getting too large has too many assets
too many personnel. and too many . far-flung operations,

thile pointing out that the CCC has a very important and

Significant role to bplay Humphrey declared that it was established

to supplement farm income to aid the farm producer to supple-
ment the normal channels of trade and not to supplant the normal
channels of trade." |

He said the CCC needs to be carefully examined "because at
times I have hag disturbing evidence that the mandate of the
Commodity Credit Corporation charter has not always been followed

Humphrey paid tribute to the American farmer for his contri-
bution "to the well- being of this country and the rest of the
world," and to farm organizations for their active participation
in policy.

He praised the Food for Peace Program saying that "when the
history of the twentieth century is written Athe development and
the expansion of the Food for Pesace Program will be looked upon as
one of the most constructive steps ever undertaken by any nation."

Humphrey also said that the new ways should be found to in-
crease our agricultural exports even more. He declared that the
opportunity to expand our farm exports is excellent if "we bargain

hard and from strength."

30
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I am pleased to be able to bring to you greetings é
/ LT{V&" 7

U
from the President of the United States. Let me read th(ﬁjr

—_— ey

to you his letter to Mr. Shuman.
(Read Shuman letter.)
Z{I am deeply grateful for this opportunity to meet

with you and to take part in the 1963 annual meeting of
(_'_____“._,_.—t———‘—h-__.—t—-—_
C—

the American Farm Bureau Federation. This annual meeting
R

has developed into a major force with widespread influences
‘__._____———-——"_—

Bt

on American life. I know I will benefit from the exchange
of viewpoints.

In this great nation agricultural policy is developed

f




and implemented, not only by the President, the Department

— 1
—— ___________---

of Agriculture and the Congress, but by the people, spear-
e ~ SreTmm——

headed by organizations such as yours.

;\ I do not have to sell the idea to you that broad
e

participation by farm organizations in policy is not only

- ju—

satisfying to the democratic impulse, but absolutely

essential if we are to do what history commands us to do--

which is to build free inst;EEEEQns and then work to_bpild

e

a workable system of world peace.

—

z{\No group in the country has understood this more

- (nd

clearly than the farm organizations. No segment of our
N - o !

society has done more to translate that understanding into

action. This is not flattery, but fact.

However, after the discussion, after the presentation

F—

of all the views supported by facts, after the unbiased

— —

a&



objective and the biased non-objective presentations, after
Pl

e S——— ———

the selfish and unselfish analyses, there is a point at

which Congress should act constructively to meet the real

needs of our farm people--all of them.

All to often, however, when a member of one party
——

introduces a piece of legislation affecting agriculture,

_

there is an automatic negative reaction by the opposite

e

political party. / All to often there has been an automatic

— — - ———— o

adverse reaction by one farm organization when another farm

——— R—
e —_— —

—

organization makes certain recommendations. /All too often
I

the net result of this automatic conditioned reflex is that
! e —_—

farmers are hurt by failure to get any action to meet a

articular situation. Divide and conquer was and is a
Ag— "‘-—"""—-_._ _____ ——

S—

useful technique by negativists. But cooperation working
e

2

together is the essence of affirmative action.

.’W
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It is timeﬂall the American people took note of
the contribution the American farmer has made, not only to
the well-being of this country, but to the rest of the

world., We have taken the dggxgiiégﬁgﬁkmiracle called

agriculture in stride, and too often consider it commonplace.
~ommonplace
\.--\__\_

l\We need to study and know better the contributions
—_— e e

of agriculture to the growth of our economy./ We need to

e —

study and know better the extent of the dependence of the
-_— e

rest of our economy on the gallant eight per cent of our
—TT e ————— __—

population who take the risks of drought and flood and hail
W

and early frost and insects and markets. /We need to study
/——'-'-'_'~‘—._.-—-----..\‘____‘_,-’-_‘-—"""—L

and know 346 how we can improve the lot of this numerically
==

and proportionately shrinking group in_a constructive bi-

—_——

—_——

partisan spirit. We need to do these things, if for no

other reason than as a simple matter of justice. / We need
"——'_—-_’.-’__/__""-—?__’



=
to do these things because there are many others primarily

dependent on the production of this great basic force in
!‘-‘-—:F—- — e e 2

our society.

/<3Ne are in the midst of a technological revolution in

—— 2

agriculture that not only is irreversible but is rapidly

—— 7

_\____________._.’

accelerating with jet age speed. 4\ The American consumer is
A —

now enjoying his food at the lowest cost in terms of human
T =

L —

i

\/i }
effort expended of any people in the world.Y Not only does
e

he have the world's richest dig; but he has the world's

most nutritious varied diet.

/Q At the same time as agricultural production has been

increasing, employment in the agricultural labor force has

-—

declined rafEleYr sharply. W/

df th ro in v1l n
Y ik
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We are now at a point where it takes less than seven million

—

V zfﬂﬂm el v tflena e

to produce our food and fiber for 190 million

Americans, our commercial exports, our Food for Peace, and

—t r= -

our reserves.

=

/<1Whi1e the quantity and quality of U.S. food consumption

has been upgraded, we also have seen to a sharp increase in

——

exports of food and fiber. We now are exporting about $6

—__

billion worth of food and fiber annually. Over $4 billion

&

of this will be sales for hard currency. Thus, ##ss agri-

== ; et 5

cultural abundance is greatly aiding our balance of payments

situation.

/Zg The rapidly advancing agricultural technology affords ?

a primary opportunity to help the developing nations to

———]

help themselves, to help build a political, economic, and
v—r—'_'_-_-_-__-_-__——_'_‘ .'. r

social structure suited to their aspirations and oriented

— —mr



toward freedom. This will provide strength to the free
— m——

world in its struggle with the forces of totalitarianism.

/<;fs we examine our food potential, we find tremendous
——

opportunities in this global struggle for mens' hearts and

that recognize the breakt gh in agricultural technology

and that are designed to meet these world-wide opportunities.

Such a program

the Agricultural Trade and Development Act--known all over

—

—

the world as P.L. 480.

//) In 1954, the American Farm Bureau Federation took

the lead in developing this legislation. Under this--the

—
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Food for Peace program--food has become a significant form
sl

of foreign economic assistance. I am tremendously impressed

—
- -

by the single overriding fact that without our farmers'

productive capabilities, the entire U.S. foreign assistance

//Zi Many good people hav%_an over—-cautious or critical

attitude toward programs designed to move increased amounts

of American farm products overseas. This has been reflected

in skeptical attitudes toward Public Law 480, the chief
- == —_—

legislative means of moving agricultural abundance to con-

sumers who might otherwise have K& to do without. But
R

the experiences of the recent years certainly should have

removed this apprehension. The insurance that these special
- — -_——

export programs move additional gquantities of farm products,

beyond what is being absorbed by the normal commercial
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S
channels today, distinguishe¥® Public Law 480 from other

export programs. The Food for Peace Program, which has

been considered by some to be the province of idealists,

might better be considered as subject matter for hardheaded

realists. It is unfortunate that the connotation of surplus
—

disposal has been applied by some to a law which has the

¢ (-
FeA
Doesn't it make economic sense for the U.S. and othe G%qﬁ?&i

basic objective of meeting the needs of friends.

exporting countries to share abundance with the millions

who are in need of food, rather than store it in bins? Or,
-_""——_

reduce production? It seems to me that it well behooves
‘________——————"___"h

us to use every possible tool we have for the preservation

of peace. This/ tool is a unique one--made in America.
—— X

—_—

/4f I am proud to state that the program that has come
to be called Food for Peace has had the continued strong

support from the leadership of both major political parties.
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Many of those who once felt it would be desirable to “phﬁiﬁf
out" the program now see the need for extending and even
enlarging it.
I believe that when the history of the twentieth

century is written, the development and the expansion of

— =

the Food for Peace Program will be looked upon as one of

Qi
the most constructive steps ever undertaken by @/ nation.

e

At the same time we must recognize that in the absence of

our farmers' abundant productivity this could not have been

possible.

Wheat has played the largest commodity role in the
— i

Food for Peace Program. Since July 1, 1954 exports under

J

P.L. 480 have been mi&%tawalmost 3 billion bushels g

ofyheet. This represents 63 per cent of our total wheat

(;-;‘,'..37
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exports during this period. It would be well to stop for

Llinemia
a moment and think about the intssessl explosion which would
e

have occurred in U.S. agriculture if these markets had not
2 —

been @2 available.

7]
oLy

L
zf?;f should also be noted that seme 70 per cent of United

aJﬂﬂ-f&L

States agricultural exports are commercia%lfor dollars.

e ’ N e
ormsseal L grits
In a sense, these constitute Food for Peace at its
A — =

best--mutually beneficial, multilateral trade using the

I

i

LS e

efficiency of commercial trade channels.

—

/i\The soundest and simplest way to maintain our balance

of payments would be to utilize to a maximum the productive

—

efficiency of our farmers by finding ways to increase our

—~

agricultural exports even more. The American farmer has a

[y S

tremendous interest in the policies that are developed in

the European Economic Community, because these discussions

—_——

will have an important bearing on what may happen to farm

- —




exports to the Common Market. It is essential

LA government

farm exports are not handicapped by a European Economic

e
e

Community agricultural policy. The opportunity to expand

Y s
our farm exports is if we bargain hard and from

.~

strength ’FPres:Ldent J8@#Esbn has been given authority by

e Congress to negotiate for the opening of greater trade
. _ J cane—
opportunities through the Trade Expansion Act. WeSFost=te=all

(At {?ﬂ' ‘{'{ f DIVEY J 4 [ul—
L tl'u.s authority iefinteldigentdy used to

Gain
J&@ tariff and other concessions in favor of our agri-

—_— 7 e —

(A

cultural exports.f{ I make this promise to you. I will use
h__________——'—'—\

\

every ounce of my strength in this constructive endeavor.

; However, if we are to maximize our exports, not only
.

to the Common M Market area, but to other areas of the world,

=3 X - ——
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we must offer the best quality at competitive prices. There

e

is no substitute for price and guality when it comes to

competing for commercial markets abroad.

Your officers and members played an active and effective

part in putting the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 on our

S

statute books--and they are taking a keen and continuing

interest in its implementation. As you know, the Act equips

the President with a formidable armory of negotiating powers.

LAl
The objective of the United States is touc;tﬂ and,

if possible, to roll back the trend toward higher levels

~

e — e ——

/i“ of agricultural protectionism. The United States has de-

. \
i}ﬂlﬁfﬂ# clared, plainly and repeatedly, that it cannot conclude
\ L _

W
Etfgil///'another round of trade agreements unless its major agri-

cultural export commodities are included in a significant way.
—W

To put it in simple lanquage, these negotiations must
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our farms as well as our factories,

or we will not sign on the dotted line.

F54Eﬁ} I am confident of our ultimate success. Every country

| e -

has a stake in solving the problems of agricultural trade--

and not only the food-exporting nations. No country, how-

ever prosperous, can idenfinitely afford to keep valuable

human and material resources locked up in obsolete and

inefficient forms of agriculture. And access to reasonably-

=

priced, efficiently-produced food and fiber is, for the
[ — ) ':._-_-“'""—————-_'_-_-____“ ‘____________-_'_‘“—-—-_!

industrial nations, an essential factor in maintaining

vigorous economic growth without inflation.

=t

/Zlghe American Farm Bureau Federation is to be con-
gl ]
gratulated for its strong efforts in maximizing exports of

agricultural commodities. Your Rotterdam office is serving

as a focal point for the promotion essential to increased
'_______._-———-—"'_—_ ’
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utilization and consumption abroad of agricultural com-
modities. Your "programs of expanded markets and commerce"
is a highly commendable undertaking. A C/O“"?Eiiﬁgj 0 —j&u\’.

}Zi\while we continue to concentrate on finding newzmarkets

for our agricultural commodities, we must not lose sight

of what is happening here at home as agricultural programs
— e

and policies are carried out.
- - _'_'_._._FF'_FJ

/Zi\There is one area of government activity which is

causing me some concern and this is the Commodity Credit

R ————————

Corporation. The Commodity Credit Corporation was established,|.
et = e . el

and I quote, "for the purpose of stabilizing, supporting,

and protecting farm income and prices, of assisting in the

maintenance of balanced and adequate supplies of agricultural

-~

commodities, products thereof, foods, feeds, and fibers, and

-
— ==

‘: of facilitating the orderly distribution of agricultural

e ——
e e S e

commodities." Unguote.

e—"
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It may be that the Commodity Credit Corporation is

getting too large, has too many assets, too many personnel,

—— e

-

e ———

and too many far-flung operations. At least, it needs to

—

be carefully examined. It has a very important and significant
R S

role to play and I do not want my remarks to be interpreted

_as indicating I am opposed to the Commodity Credit Corporation,

— N ——r

for I do not know what the American farmer would do without
Yt

it;{?ut the Commodity Credit Corporation was established

L ——

to supplement farm income, to aid the farm producer, to
p— >

supplement the normal channels of trade, and not to supplant

the normal channels of trade. At times I have had disturbing
evidence that the mandate of the Commodity Credit Corporafon
charter has not always been followed.

‘Zijhe Commodity Credit Corporation was not organized

to do the business of the co-operatives. It was not set

—

up to d i i
P O the business of the grain trade and the merchants-

—
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-—

W in food and fiber. It was set up to help, not to take over.
B ey

L4

It was established to make the market place more orderly,

=

not more disorderly. It was set up to help improve the

price structure for the farm producer, not to lower it. It

—

’

was established to promote orderly marketing not to engage

i IS

in dumping. It is the responsibility of the Congress to see

—_—
-

that the Commodity Credit Corporation operates within the

framework under which it was designed. J M 2 0 /

_ [t

/-"«.i. “_‘,o K
(};ﬂ Also, as we Jsoke ahead, I feel that new wheat legislation

is essential. The U.S.D.A. in its recent Outlook Sessions

— —

attributed a five per cent reduction in the 1964 net farm

income to the impending wheat situation. Because of this,

I have asked myself just how to be of maximum assistance

to the f;&ngéiiﬁn wheat growers and other farmers and
_‘____‘____._.—-vv

C' ranchers of this nation.

~—
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flzﬁfhknow that thousands of farm people voted against

the certificate plan on the assumption that what they deemed

—

to do better legislation would be forthcoming. Legislation

—

proposed by the American Farm Bureau Federation was intro-

duced by many conscientious Congressmen. Other equally

conscientious Congressman also introduced legislation. I

c consider myself in the latter category.
My wheat proposal has many of the features of the
L“:T__ -

American Farm Bureau Federation bill. It is voluntary.
So is yours. It eliminates marketing quotas. So does

yours. It provides for resales by CCC at not less than

r— —=

\// 115 per cent of support. So does yours. It provides for

i
l ¢
\ offsetting CCC gut of condit sales by open market pur-

e il o=

chases. So does yours. It has an objective to reduce stocks.
So does yours. It will increase the use of wheat for feed.

— s —
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So does yours.

/K< I know that the basic concern on the part of your
leadership is the fact that my proposal involves payments
so that on one-half the normal production cooperating
farmers would receive $2 per bushel. On the other half
cooperat ing farmers would receive an export payment of 25
cents per bushel on the normal production. I recognize the

reasons for the concern of the American Farm Bureau

Federationz//My proposal does not provide for any limitation
A —— - — .

on payments so that there is no ceiling QE#EEEEEEEnitY'

—

With respect to costs the amount would definitely be limited

to the normal yield on the planted acreage. I believe that

afrer careful study you will find that the proposed bill

meets most, if not all, the criteria of a good bill.

,/ﬂ\For it was only after months of study, argument, dis-
———— ——

————
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s I
cussion and consideration that I introduced this bill.
I recognized the diverse interests. I attempted to be
realistic. I urge you to study this bill carefully.

In addressing this important body, I must pinpoint

a portion of my present overall philosophy. I have now

w

become convinced that the time is at hand to free our
farmers from their daily concern over the long-term impli-

cations of expanding regulations and controls. There are
—— e N

better ways than mandatory programs for some of our com-
‘_‘——-_‘"_"F._\___..r-—“-..\_u_,-‘—"-«._‘_ //_\_/\./V \//-"—\__/4\/

modities. We should try to encourage shifts in production
f\__./-\/ >

into those commodities for which expanding needs are fore-

seen--such as soybeans We need a blue ribbon bipartisan
b‘:—m%"‘— -

commission to analyze and make recommendations as to our

future reserve requirements.

—

/h
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We must have food reserves and food strength on the

= =

farm. We must have food reserves for market stability,
o .

weather uncertainty, population increases, international

-—

commitments to our friends, and allies, and international
tensions and uncertainties.  Furthermore, reserves must
be differentiated from surpluses. We must never forget

‘E that food is power. fﬁﬁ/

In the very near future I also shall recommend to ,Z%QL)
—— d
f"ﬁcq

gy

national commission on agricultural policy and rural liféd.

the President and the Congress the establishment of a

g

é::This commission should be composed of public officials in

e

the executive branch of government, but also leading econo-

I

mists, agricultural leaders, representatives of financial

institutions and the business community.

PS .
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The purpose of the commission will be to examine

—

into past agricultural policies, their adequacy, their

effectiveness, and their relevancy to present day circum-

stances. It will also be the purpose of the Commission to

—_—

look ahead, taking into consideration the technological

revolution in agriculture, the shift in population in

America from the rural areas to the cities, what types of

— = p——

programs the government should engage in relating to the

—

price of agricultural products, marketing, distribution,

f—

and agricultural credit.
e

féi Rural America is changing. As a matter of fact,

— e —

all of America is changing. We need to take a long look

to the future, taking into consideration the vast increase

in population that will come to our country in the next

- — - —
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twenty-five years, the urbanization of American life,

ey

‘__'.".m""_"—— Y © e

the movement from rural areas of the young people, and all

e

that this means in terms of the social, economic, and

political conditions in what are traditionally known as

the rural areas.

This generation of farmers knows that the winds of

===

change are blowing. There is the leadership in our great

farm organizations, with the assistance of your elected

officials, to help foresee and shape the forces generated.

This is the continuing challenge to leadership--to accom-

N

modate to an orderly change in our domestic society and

the rest of this planet. This can be done by a new spirit

of cooperation among farm organizations. The voice that

e
would speak from that rostrum would be a roar.

2

An outstanding example of cooperation among farm
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organizations is the St. Louis Grain Corporation. Partners

—

in this corporation, which owns a two and one-half million

bushel capacity grain elevator on the Mississippi River

I

in St. Louis, are the Illinois Grain Corporation, a Farm

Bureau affiliate: the Farmers Union Grain Terminal Association,

e

and the Missouri Farmers Association. This operation

demonstrates that regardless of differences in ideology,
farmers can get together to cooperate in handling
marketing problems.

/4; Can we not here highly resolve to lay away all

pettiness--all futile bickering, and all partisanship for

the sake of partisanship. Can you not pick up a new torch

—

marked effective cooperation between farm organizations.

It will burn brighter and light a broader highway to freedom

and prosperity for our farm people.
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Indeed, the watchword of your organization is
________:———

;£Cé(¢&{?

service, and this is the watchword of any worthwhile

=— i

organization in the field of farming, or any field. Can

we not now decide that service to farmers is service to

the people? Can we not now resolve to seriously attempt

to gain the universal recognition of the farmers' con-

tinuing role of doing more for more people than any other

segment of our population? This has been the history of

American agriculture. This is its future.

This nation in 1789 was largely an agrarian society

e —

and the basic beliefs and stability of a rural people have

Bl

G

been imortalized in our Constitution, which has withstood

so well the shocks and tests of 175 years. Out of the

well-spring of the land we still draw our strength. I

pledge to you that I will continue to remind all Americans
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of the debt that we owe American agriculture.
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Thank you very much, Mr. éEhuman. Before I go much

 —

further, I hope that those who are managing theg house lights

"ol ot ap G

widdl give me arn opportunity to see this wonderful audience,

-béeawse I'm not a perfomer) call m2-

e 2O
"ﬁ a politician)al"l gain my sustenance from contact with

( m&.’n&,{?-}\aﬁ(m ?6% a’mafw fm&“wgﬁfNCQH

people. i_ir. Schuman, you've honored me by inviting me to ~

esl
your convention. IA‘;&M&. very honored and privileged
.ﬁMMm

Afﬁé dé L{L\-"tl-} {;Mf
m to payf my respects;\ to speak to you, 23

a fellow American, and to thank you for your good citizen-

ship, your leadership and your dedication to this great

W'M __,/'/
country of ours. 01 sowgmey pleased to have been greeted

this morning by the President of the Minnesota Farm Bureau
Federation, Mr. Clarence Meyers, who met me at the airport

(n
w:i.th/t Jack Lynn. This was an unexpected honor; and I want Mr.

Meyers to know that I am ever grateful,, ‘and then, just a
few moments ago, I had the opportunity of guickly-shaking .
_= andsswissiyyand saying "hello'" to Mrs. Ballum) who is from
- Goodhue County in Ivﬁnnesotai:;vho is the _Chairman of our
State Women's Committee of the Federation. So, to my
fellow Minnesotans who are here, a warm greeting; IT'm
‘honored “that you-have permitted me to share.this platform-
and -to speak to “this great farm organization I am pleased

WA, A %Wﬂ) Gkl dz \9 'L{faﬁ(c]wf
to see an old compatriot, /\;_m say old, because



_fag=or we're not as far apart as the printed word might '.
B LY P Y s the P :

nebewsf~thanks«in-these days that are rather sad for all of @_/.

@ ,
he's really a young man/{) and4compatriot in the Governmental

circles, MeweRogepsPlemming... Mr. Flen}ﬁing also greeted me

with a warm welcome and he handed me a copy of a speech
and he said, "No& Senator, there may be a paragraph or two
in here that isn't just like yours' and I indicated to Mr.
Flem;ﬁing that it could be that in mine there might be a

paragraph or two that was slightly different as well, gut

learned how to disagree on occasion without being

disagreeable, z,’%nd we don't happen to think that in a great

United States such as ours, where we seek to have unity,

that we have to have unanimity. ie M can have different

points of view and still have common objectives, amd=yer I
£

would imagine that when we shake this all down, Jdmssiotias: _ .

annals o2 it Bt adi,
indicate.ZL&i;;iét me just say e ‘beginning j=aswaes- :

— 3 r

\

us;fla time that w? lost a 1eaderhl a great leade;zi a time \Kszgr
when many of us who have been close to that man find our- B
selves still operating under great sorrow and difficulty.

Out of this sorrow, out of this tragedy, I believe has come

a greater sense of understanding and tolerance in our country>

/1- some soul searching as to our objectives and our manners; anda_
)

role of the United States of America in the affairs of this



entire world. Free people everywhere, and indeed, people

who are not privileged to live under institutions of freedom)

.

have sorrowed with us{%_éheir tears have been as ours, « 7

and their worries and their fears as ours J-\iput thank God,

and I say théﬁfin all reverence,-g??t our founding fathers
created a system of government whe;; power can be transferred
without violence and disordesilrwhere succession to authority
is guaranteed and is provide%g,anﬁ\fif_?appy to say to this
great assembly today, that the Ggﬁernment is in good hands;
1 that a strong man is at the helm’ L that the institutions

of free government and representative government still
ok~ o

B

9 : -,

d S and~it-waswa~great less ..

E, espite our41035 eatgke&sjqfw
d{/;,shat we are yet strong,\&é!are committed to the objectives

of world peace under lawfg and we are committed to private,

operate; and tha

personal and individual freedom and 1iberty. c%%hﬂ,a*éhﬁwj

M—“*Ef’%.ﬁt T Do ~ Lt ¢
ow I want to bringig? you greetings very ()

distinguished citizen) i one who M&&w@mﬁ%
UG

. -resideneewand moved on%y a week ago into a new h
4 af @G m

is dated December 6, White House/\Washington)and~itu=eadsw-

3
A
~Dear Mr. ﬂiﬁuman‘ Ahdé I shall present this letter to Mr.
> ”f Lo dln o
thuman after having read its contents. “Dear Mr Schuman-

_.._._-/ —

Please express my greetings to the officers and members of
the American Farm Bureau Federation on the 45th Annual

Convention of your organization)L our nation's largest




national association of farmers and ranchers. If our
democratic society is to thrive, it has a basic underlying
need for free expression by its people. Those citizens

whose roots are in the so%}é have a special responsibility

to participate in policy discﬁssions and to make recommendations
to their govermment. They are the source of the finest
agriculture in all the world. We need to search for better
ways, ever responsive to changing conditions, to enable our
farmers and ranchers to share more fully in the bounty which
they helped create. In this endeavor, how can we use the
pricing mechanism of the free market with more vitality

than presently? In this endeavor, how can we better coordinate
the é;i{"gf government with the area of the private sector
including farmers’ own institutions in the marketing of farm
products? In this endeavor, how can our efficiency in pro-
ducing and marketing be reflected in fair and open competition
in the world markets? In this endeavor, what should we do

to assure ourselves of adequate reserves? These are the
questions that must be answered as you meet to study the
issues and facts underlying them. I will look forward with
interest to your recommendations. Sincerely, Lyndon B.
Johnson."

Ladies and gentlemen, I consider it an honor to

be able to read that message and present it to your}ﬁ%esident



Wex

because I think it indicates a new spirit of understanding,
I think it indicates to you, and I am sure it will to your

officers that there is a desire, and a willingness to work

/
tOgEther and to cooperate, and I call to your attention one
LPE L'—-UF\U' ( i 01‘-"":—‘? La b d AN .(.1_}

wnad"in particular oxaﬂmafphfasezs to search to find ==and
-I-only-paraphrase now = find ways to do a better job%L to

find ways to make our market system work betterii to find

ways, if you please, to be able to more effectively compete

in world markets.

We're going to work together for that. /k“&{;g
(rQJ;s‘r'r Ko

e H“X AL JUAA ‘—t}

L,SE~E— e had many disagreements over my days in public life

/ =% o
with individuals and officers of organization ,11 have

never held this organization in any other attitude except
one of respect because it represents some of the finest

people in all of the world,@ut I want to say that I be-

y = ~0
WIdenyg
lieve that it is our duty, when we havéj@oints of view, to
A
honestly express them and not to try to cover them up,

Cﬁxﬁk.-/l

£V
because « out—of this

piretof. the competition
Aio / ~—

of ideas thet we find the better idea ¢ the best way, at

least, that we can devise to improve our situation. {I don't

have to sell the idea to you, that broad participation

by farm organizations in national policy is not only satis=-

fying to the democratic impuls%% but absolutely essential.
e

2 A\ LlaA
—

If we are to do what history commands us to do, which-is—"

~to build free institutions and then work to build a workable



system of world peace, ?hese-are dur objectives, my fellow
&

Americans, far beyond agriculture or far beyond business
/

or laborfhux to build free institutions that can enrich

the lives of humankind, and above all, to find a way to

pursue the path of peace.{fpaaee~th&£-has~a-workab&ewayatamh;,
_of-guaranteeing that moble~hope: |No group in this country

has understood these objectives more clearly than farm

people or farm organizations and no segment of our society

&

has done more to translate that understanding into action-

?znd this isn't flattery;r it's a fact amd®eme~that ought to
= =

be understood. Now after discussion and after presentation

""‘m g—w—l-l»a’ dl"b\.&,c‘ la (L'\ f‘f ¢1,4',;; /’-&‘0 J{,LJ eﬁﬁ:’

of all the views with=factswafite Retinbiaseds . ive-
Lnd) rrom ~ 644 e, Hy ae ‘/" “""‘"ﬁ # Agt\ .
,wwmawmwm ective-proseatations.

-

-

which -thtose~of -3¢ in Congress m must actwmﬁ?w

constructively to meet the real needs of our farm people = -

e

uuvﬁﬁudi Fmons) AX Qi:ﬁdﬁu;& E. ~ ?fﬁ%;f

all of them. (I think confession is good for the soul. I
believe that those of us in public life ought to honestly
state to you that we don*t know all the answersil that we
should search for those answers. I have had to learn a
great deal and unlearn a great deal, and whenever I get to
the point where I quit learning, then I think I shouldn'‘t
serve the people any longer. What a man needs today more
than anything elng is to recognize the great flow of

information which is availabléjq the new challenges which
A



ot
\"I\

we face every day,and be big enough, at least in heart and
mind, to acknowledge his own limitations, and t6°be wise
enough to seek the counsel of others who may have something

to offer. I shall try to do that in my years of public
s
responsibility. Zﬂ_ﬂ_‘all too often, we've seen t sit-

uation wherein a member of one party introduces a piece of

.f',";.éd'.--»

legislation, in- Ehis—insé;;cé affecting agriculture amf fidla
there is an automatic negative reaction by the opposite

political party. Al%g too often, there has been an automatic
adverse reaction wheﬁ one farm organization took one position
and another farm organization would take an opposite position

on those recommendations. All, too often, the net result
ruj.jr é( ai g
of thlS automatic conditionkreflex is that the farmers are

o d

hurt,ﬁ the nation is hurt‘g by failure to get the action

that is required to meet a particular situation. Diviﬁe
ALLole
and conquer is an old and sometimes useful technique by

the negativenedb— those who want to do nothing.ifbut

P
—_—— . ff,: A AL

cooperation t oeopeuatﬁinﬁx,not coercion == JQaeperation working

/
togethetzis the essence of affirmative actxon and eaagnr&iipg

requires a degree of tolerance, my fellow Americans. It

requires that you don't feel that you‘re omnipotent # that

i

you have all wisdom and a monopoly on virtue. Few people (Aesty
@ w{{f{(&-g‘, .F L& g?tL_) F,\:" & or et : T B e .
have it. nk it is time that’ all the American people,
N [ﬂ e~

particularly in these great metropolitan centers took note

of the contribution that American agriculture has made to



“burfsnciety;.ﬁ ol

8.
oS

this nation ~| not only to this nation, but to the rest of
the world as well. We have taken this American miracle of
agriculture for granted)and we often consider it commonplace.
We need to studw and we need to know better the contributions
of agriculture to the growth of our economy. We need to
study and to know better the extent of the depindence of
the rest of this economy on the gallant BQEEEﬁéuf]pcpulation
who take the risks of drowth and flood, hail and early
frost, insects and markets and all the uncertainties of
the market place. We need to study and we need to know how
we can improve the lot of this numerically and proportionately
shrinking group, in a constructive bipartisan spirit. We

need to do these thingsg if for no other reas?jz than the

matter of simple justice, and we need to do these things

ha g Rerta 9r‘| Ve J_' arne
because there are many others primarily dependent upon the
A\ Reuree, -

production of this great basic fewe€ of food and fiber,im

\Z’J&AAO (bﬂ{f‘ﬂ c r‘\ Hf n(’u f' g L e M-(%

lCegted Mew) u-¢ ane
m‘w@ﬁ*in the midst of a great technological

revolution in agriculture, in fact, in every aspect of
society, that is not only irreversible but ﬁ% is accelerat-

ing at jet-age speed. The American consumer is now enjoying
G {""“i /= H Lot f"f

food at the lowest cost in terms of human effort expended.
\

g




ﬂoi"a“‘peopie‘iﬁathe‘wdrid* Yes, 'nbtueﬁiy does the American

ot ot = alss
consumer heve—the world s richest diet, but the consumer has
rszQ -
the world's most nutritious and ben:y’diet é@d let me say

for the record, for the people of this great city of
Chicago, and for any other part of America{z the American
consumer of food receives his food or receives the family
_——breadsbasket~er food basket at a smaller percentage of
C:} earned income than any other consumer in the world L:}he
best bargain today-in the worleAis the food basket for the
American familx/and the American farmer has made that (fﬁi%z

£ 214 -0 @{.{3“" faoais, 09"'«- ~ -‘-ﬁ vwlie —
possible. fﬁﬁﬂ I woul 't want to forget to pay my respects

Cg,/qgn.to our great system of processing and distribution.i
= the:ﬁood’=i£he quality of our food -—thehquantity—eéwourh—~Z;’”
Crf’”’food”- the manner in which it is distributed and marketed
e and handleeAg is a tribute to this entire industry)é to this Cyﬂ-

o/
entire area of our economy efﬁb finer products eghbeeéouad—-cg”

MENE DA»\/ nwang
;no’//re wholesome =50 more well guarded in terms of public
0o
{1"" BE Lt )

health, l at the same time as agriculture production

|
has been increasing, which is a commoﬁ'fact, employment in

the agriculture labor force has declined sherply. We are

P
now at a point where it takes less than 7 million farm

operators and workers to produce our food and fiber for

ard

190 million Americanaf\to satisfy our commercial exports,
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our %Boduforl;eace program, our reserves, and still have (...
’/,it left over;afét§%iifi_ifd gentlemen, let the record be
i3 clear! 1If the go-ahead sign were ever given to American

agriculture to produce to its utmost, the volume of production

would almost be beyond human calculation. ‘We know how to

do the job}and in this world,

/_?g/f,ﬂand ‘they are .~ where most of the people live close to the

soil and work day and night to eke out an existence from

—

the soil;ﬁ the miracle of American agricultural efficiency
is something that staggers the imagination and leads the
imprint of American leadership without question in every

e ———

area of this gloEﬁfﬂ)ﬁo, wé can be proud of this recor

and in Ehat'SEnse of pride, I think justice again requires

that we do_§nmething to-be more fair in the returns to those
-. =the¥fecondr —— . S

A -
“ALALL AN L L Ngg

%U df\ﬂ’ -‘-‘J . . __
hile the quantity and quality of U. S food

consumption has been upgraded, we've also seen a sharp

increase in the exports of food and fiber. We are very
o> th
conscious of exports these days Qworld markets, é %md we

need to be 7 because America ean-out-produeey can. over-
ez

produce for its own domestic needs. We are now exporting

)
at the rate of aboutﬁﬁ billion dollae&ﬂa year of food and

fiber. 0ve£$4 billion of this qgiisbe for cash commercial




salesjighard currency. Thus our agricultural abundance

is greatly aiding our balance-of-payments problem and
greatly aiding our position as a great commercial nation
in this new world. The rapidly advancing agricultural
technology affords a primary opportunity to help the
developing nations to Pelp themselves and I want rural
people in particulaﬁ;:;égﬁéfg‘of this great organization ,
to knfﬁ%“that our agricultural economy is doing an amazing

CRAAL
job in terms of building a better world,thelping to build

a political, economic and social structure suited to thei;
of rvlia "'Y'Uh”:
aspirationsxfllaoriented towards freedom. This will provide

sural .

strength to the free world

vovide strength*te the:free-world im-

the struggie with the forces of totalitarianism.

e

examine,ﬁﬁhnunmnuxijQdmpaEEntia1 we nd tremendous.

opportunities. in .this global struggle for -men's hearts and/
—

*,

= Ounn

mindss | What -Senator-Humphrey~is trying to do this morning
s

_ —and May be-not-too well, is to show the affirmative aspects

of our agricultural economy. We have had so many negative

u;_1‘ (if f-

voices EJ“E ve had so many people that preached only
negativism. I want to point out here this mornifﬁé that a

new day is upon us,and new approaches must be found to

Lne N
snlyiagﬁsome of these problemse&adjfh a real sense what we

need to understand is that agriculture is in the forefront

of the struggle for a better world‘T_ﬁt's not a laggardiz
o

11,
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_//éfkit is what 8 putting America ahead.

12,

it's not a burden)a it is not what's holding America back

M‘{{n‘é

i ———

m“:‘ Cortanndnig
I*”é seen some of the factories behind the Iron

Curtaiﬂ)and some of my colleagues have seen there the
achievements in the field of atomic science. We know of
Sputnikj{gwe know of the Astronauts and the Cosmonauts, but
I want to say that despite all the genius of Soviet techno-
logy and industry, they‘'ve never been able to operate a

family farm. !Collectivism negates human aspirationﬂi

@Ellectivism is anathema to individual liberty and this
= 2.9 o J

3

nation of ours must never follow any, course =—any-kind- - —
that leads to collectivism,ziﬂé must follow only one course-il@h 2o
that leads to individualism. Therefore, in our responsi-
bilities as a world leader W& mieed-to™- and to meet the
&
needs of people}t,we need programs that recognize the break-
through in agriéﬁltural technology and that are designed
to meiék;:ese world wide opportunities.thatnl haYE—EEEE}?ped {{;‘
> wnad e —C B gralv s X Ol e

Egéfgﬂg program is Sutlined in part, and I remind yggz
only in part, in the /%gricultural Trade Adjustment Acts)
known all over the world as Public Law 480. (&ewjn 1954,
the American Farm Bureau Federation took the.iead in
developing this legislation. I was on the committee in
agriculture when that happened and had something to do as

1{(‘1!

one member of that commxttee)along with one ;hat/f want to
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mention here this morning/ﬁ the late and beloved and"Zfr/

—.departed Senator Andy Sheppel of Kansas, who really did

a tremendous job in this particular area on Public Law

480. He ought to be remembered for that.

F}Q.cf\ arofe OB A=
get kind of discouraged at times (people come and people
JC jlf'.-ff‘\.'",_f,(,';k. >
go - sheydy€ given their llﬁuf%o their country-sﬁauéﬁmeu~f'“'“
ang "quﬁﬁ atr Tﬁn-~c” ONI b
_..théy*re.goney all too often ‘I don't
o G '

N

want to forget them. I don'‘t care what their party

politics may be. When a man has done a good job, he

deserves to be remembered_ ewmd I want the Farm Bureau

A
Federation as well as other organizations to remember old
And Sheppel from Kansasig hg did a good job_for you. ‘A*&éiﬁﬁL
nM (fﬂg j‘v Chcel f"?
e his program‘hqs more recently{become known

_¢

as the Food-for-Peace Program and food has become a very
significant form of foreign economic assistance. I'm
tremendously impressed by the single overriding fact

that without the farmeré’productive capabilities, the entire
United Statesfforeign assistance program would be much less
effective than it is today.qgn fact, Food-for Peace in many
areas of the world, is the most effective, and may I add,

the most popular and the most worth while food program.

I should think you people would be very happy today as we

approach the Christmas seasozé to know that the food and

the fiber G - American farms has saved the lives of millions
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&u"nc “'-' ';_t*.‘

of people, -\to know that there are a hundred million boys

and girls this morning throughout the world, outside of
;p JLoa t — —

the United States, that/ére\réceiving school 1unches¢\food

190 WQN:J nne \ a3,

for their bodygea=bedy created in the image of h:bs/Maker

There happens to be a bit of the spiritual involved in all

of this, at a time when so many people are talking about

the destruction of mankind,§§)would think that rural f:'eunil:l.es(!J
—farm.praoducers,  the’familiesy: the-husband-and-tie-wife, the -
«mother and the father and M&%ould in a sense be

Qs L«*(‘ (0 An QO sy rf’
reverently grateful audﬁ;ﬁadggdh Rappy that they have been

able to save 1?2Ei;jlWhangreater force.forgoodfiﬁffhe:eﬁkl
be—

_'théﬁ_ﬁé_énrichrlife; to save life, to do-geood,.and.to.

@LL ﬁj{”if%ﬁm SR

Now many good people have an over~cautious attitude

/
2

; b

S —————

oftggiéiéal attitu_c/ifé towards programs designed to move
increased amounts of American food products overseas. I

can understand some of their apprehension. This has been
reflected in skeptical attitudes towards Public Law 480, H*:ff e
the chief legislative means of moving our agricultural
abundance to consumers who might otherwise have to do without
it.gut the experience of the recent years certainly should

L
ed remove much of this apprehension.

The insurance that these special export programs move

o 2l ddion [}
additional quantities off%rm products, -beyond what is being
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absorbed by the normal commercial channels today, distinguishes
Public Law 480 from other export programs. The Food -for—
Peacei%%ogram which has been considered by some to be the

province of idealistjz might better be considered as the
subject matter for hard-headed realists. It is—unfertunate...
§ been applied—-

~that—-the-eommotation—of-su
~by. some: to a law which has.  the.basic objective-of- meeﬁlng - deuld

?M -&' fq{ Qan &‘éf,&xl, L— s A %‘(‘
—the-needs-of friends. [i/df t mind being called an idealist.

I've had many people condemn me in public life as a do-gooder.
Well, I'd rather be a do-gooder than a do-badder, and I'd

rather be known for trying to do good than trying to do

nothing,% a

asn't been an idealist never amounted -
v“ﬁu:ﬁihiiirvi%beans;iiybu have to be an idealist in order to
ever come close to being a realist, because it's the
realists, those who start out as being the hard, practical
realists, who end up doing nothingoz;ﬁt's people who look
ahead to the kind of a world they wanﬁhg the kind of a
family they wantﬁg the kind of a farm{fhey wanqbg the kind
of a state and community they want Jé;k%znfare the idealistf)
and they are the genuine realists too'r\fﬁff%? Washington,
o

Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamiltong James Madison,.they .-

didn't know that there would be an America like we have

today; but they were dreamers amg

)
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dj— QJ& A“t;- =3
they were idealistsaijzhey didn't lcnowfm'were not sure

that power could be passed from one/Péesident to anothgf;
without violence'.%ut they dreamed 1;{ they had ideals_,s(- and
they turned out to be the realists. So, I'm generally
ﬁMM?’dmt(jf_ g onrrrdis .Jr\t_?"‘
pretty happy if_l;caa~haua*thehrlghtmklndwof enemies.and.. p—
.the.right-kind-of-eritics. What worries me is when-L get '
the wrong-ki: _ﬁo,l_ Jlike .to be known as one. who. seek Yook
i |
who=is-a-dosgooder. \Then,.too,-mightsI+sayy/fddesn’'t it
make economic sense, fmm “other-exponts.
-‘, fJ 5&12 oD "F‘h‘ O a«/ﬁmii:q ’r"!},.—..’uf)lr-":‘
—ingweountriesy as well as moral senser\to share abundance,,_

— —

God-given abundanceqwith the millions who are in need of
food, rather than to store it in bins or be forced to
accept stern controls to reduce production? | It seems to

me that it well- behooves us to use every possible tool/that
we can create for the preservation of peace. Blessed are-
, - ks 424 ;“'a‘#tﬂ-ﬁ-ﬁa
_,_ther‘l’eacemkemﬂand.&_beliem it. I know of no more

noble ambition or pursuit than to sacrifice for peace, and

I don't think that makes you a pacifist or coward‘z’ the

wWie
bravest man tha't/ever walked this earth was the Son of God
W“W < -
and the Apostle of Peace ) and He sought peacw

-,:Ithis food and fiber tool

A — ? SRR 4 _

e b0 L
that we speak of 4 a unique an{ for peace 4 is made in
ﬁnnericalaiC%a an American I'm proud of the fact that not

only have we the science and technology to unleash the
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power of the atom, which can be used for good or for evil, M&Q:«a

my proud.of the~faetwthat we have the science,
ﬁand the technolo§5the know-how and the ability to release

g ~
the power of the earth toéﬁw:%ﬁod to feed the
ok

hungry) fiber to cloth/he naked)ﬁ food to heal the sick, -—-04:2\
4 AN LA PMQ TR R e - (‘*‘ {J

w state that the program? I've Spoken of

_,a,ad which has come to be called Food-for-Peace ' is bipartisan
/‘1;._} 0N f(L e

/-. ,,&t has the support of the' ( eadership s

idership, of both parties I 4 and of all segments in the

. _,,:) 3okt : £ U{ T S
& Congress,@jt ought to have;\ and 1( hOpe that you'll insist
that it be maintained on that basis. By..the way; there's
L—’ e

-plenty-of-reem-in any.political-program fer+people that want

«to.do.good; “and there's-always“a“ lot of room in any program--

=

. that's-a successi“*It*s"Wwhen you fail that-you seem to be

““rather lonely. Success has”“a mighty big" carrfarge)-r 'so :
Cenvitootd y
~climbon? /1 believe that when the history of the 2@h-

_G’éntury is-t—e_ritten, the development of the Food-for- Peace

Lz.'og:rax:n will be looked upon as one of the most constructive

steps ever taken by any nation, f@lMe ought to be thinking

not of how to stop it, but how to improve it; and we ought

to rid ourselves of this idea of surplus disposal /‘ as if
Corn trvon bo. Corvardlondl

human beings wemwe built-in diSposal units. _We “ought to be—
%arywamwﬂ-tuﬁ&

LR
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’ m@uﬁi& att._ﬂ &nﬁ v—”f # S5
afﬁectpre, -econgmic ;md pdlitical system /élnd ways and’ me’anr

e —

g L/;tfer usﬁng zhis great resource ofltod and’//ﬁer K f;_ s e
s Léi s QK oud | Wlest — By

Now let me say a word or two about wheat. Many

people think we raise HJ. lot of wheat in Minnesota.;é

}he truth is, we don't. We raise a little,but we have a

much more varied and diversified farm economy than just the
wheat economy,ﬁut wheat is bread)im-wl think it's

fair to say that we've arrived at the time in W—hismry
when literally we can banish hunger from the face of the

earth, -a;zﬁ‘ I don't mind telling this audience that I'd

rather h:;ve America known as the nation that healed the sick,
fed the hungry, taught the illiterate, and helped “threstbiimed 7

Z‘fﬁﬁad the weak, than to have it known as having the most powerful

=
military establishment the world has ever created, af I'm

not so foolish as not to know that we need defense, but I
_c_,(g)f w'w..m et 28

think there's something els%besides ama‘v&?m-mrr‘neeﬂ'eé——-
T

aﬁg;ﬂﬂiﬂ- ' :-ﬁ{heat has played the largest commodity role T

/}1,147.21{'(
in this Food for-Peace Program, and I noted as I checked for

A

this message, that we have exported under Public Law 480
—AREE—~ Qs

since July, 1954 about fblllion bushels uudﬁrw

represents about 63% total of wheat exports during this period.

I think it would be well to stop for a moment and fo- think
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~about the economic chaos or explosion which would have

occurred in U. S. agriculturié if these markets had not been

available. JnBI:?ﬁﬁgﬁtatﬁazdﬁsguanuha&a, But it should

u.r".l - e~ O

also be noted that ower 70% of ‘the United States agricultural

exports are ormal commercial exports, and we've

e
built many new markets by the use of Food-for-Peace. In

a sense, these commercial exports constitute Food for-Peace
at its besﬁiﬁﬁutually beneficial, multilateral trade using

the efficiency of commercial trade channels. The soundest

and the simplest way to maintain our balance of payments

would be to utilize to the maximum the productive efficiency

/_"—‘—-.._
of our farmers by finding ways to increase our agrlcultural _@Apﬁ
d'('- b = "r WL L gy UAQ ' 'f""",t"“

exports even more. \|The American farmer has a tremendous

stake and a tremendous interest in the policies that are

—y .
being developed in the European(gconomic Eommunity-k these~

Western European nations4;;¢ause these discussions will have
an important bearing on what may happen to the exports of
American farms to the Common Market. It is essential,
therefore, that our Government make sure that American farm
exports are in no way handicapped by European économic
(Eémmunity agricultural policy. The opportunity to expand
our farm er?orts is possible only if we bargain hard and

mwd =
from stsafzf;;i£$he President has been given the authority

by the Congress to negotiate for opening of greater trade
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opportunities through the Trade Expansion Act.and I can

¢ that this authority given to the Presidenrz:
’\ ALonetrnprw
will be used, and it will be used to gain tariff and other
A
concessions in favor of our agricultural exports.
want15

I eswmake this personal

promise to yoa I'11l do whatever I can :Lndividual}zg to

back up that pf:esidential determination. | Now, if we're

going to maximize our exportsﬂ and that's a matter of
' "5
interest to this organization)em;l to our country, the Common

13 o —
Market and the other areas of the world,&\I think we must
offer)as I have said, the best quality at competitive prices.
There is no substitute for price and quality when it comes

to competing for commercial markets abroad. Therefore,

every policy that we pursue must be to try to strengthen

Il h
AANAT VA glians

what we call thﬁz opera ;51. 2 of the market, 9\ the market: price,
e

programs to supersede the operation of our normal markets.

I believe that ;fovernment programs should be designed not
/
to supplant but to sup;:'leu;nent)‘l> not to take over as I shall

J
emphasize here today)l but to aséist‘)i not to move in as
a competitive force)? but to make competition better and to
-
make it more effective for the farm producer and for the

nation. ?your officers, and thank goodness this organi-
zat:ion Wplayed md—:n;_?ﬁ a very important role in getting

(’}4__.-5

—

-can-assupe=-..

{“f " == . e — e ——

ﬂﬁ' ~I wantJimy position clear: 1 I don't believe in /G’c/::vernment

oy

L

o/
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the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 passed, and your officers
and your members are taking a keen and continuing interest
in its implementation. The Act equips the President with da_
formidable armory of negotiating powers. Now the objective
of the United States is to halt and if possib}gé to roll
back the trend towards more agricultural protectionism

in these markets. The United States has declared plainly

and repeatedly1 ‘and it has done this through the President, _

ow?
=S t-has=denc=this through Secretary Freemanﬂthrough the

=~

Secretary of State,\that it cannot conclude another round
of trade agreements unless its major agricultural export
commodities are included in a fair and significant way.
To put it in simple language, these negotiations must
benefit our farms as well as our factories or we're not

. —
going to sign on the dotted line. Now—that ought to be 7"

Do)

[ )6 J ( u\ f‘ 5:.%.{ L‘__,,__.,--___,.. ————" e =
 _T*# confident of our ultimate success. No country
however prosperous can indefinitely afford to keep valuable
human and material resources locked up in obsolete and
inefficient forms of agriculture, and as we push.for better
trade agreements, we actually help our European friends
who are today the victims of their own self-imposed
obsolescence. We must, therefore, make sure that we have

access to reasonably price§>efficiently produced food and



22.

L2
fiber. For this;ﬁr for industrial nations4 an essential

factor in maintainlng vigorouss economic growth and national :4t4;
L/ 5*'?‘15? Raliz &, NAkL Ly . ;

strength/égnuwtfﬁgﬂége:ican Farm Bureau is to be congratulated

for its strong efforts in maximizing exports of agricultural

commodities. Your Rotterdam office Mo “SEhHtm: is serving
as a focal point for the promotion that's so essential to
increasef;tilization and consumption abroad of agricultural
commodities, and your programs of expanded markets and
commerce is a highly commendable undertaking,lﬁﬂd we are
aware of it}ﬂ those of us in 93§ernment, and are grateful
for it. |\ Now while we continﬁé to concentrate on finding new
farm markets abroad, we must not lose sight of what's hap-
pening here at homeJI)as agricultural programs are designed

- . . /
and policies are carried out. There is one area of Govern-

ment activity which is causing me .

otly, great concern, and this is the Commodity

Credit Corporation. WThe Commodity Credit Corporation was

established and I quote from its charter: '"For the purpose

of stabilizing}supporting and protecting farm income and

prices, of assisting in the maintenance, balanced and

adequate supplies of agricultural commodities, products (/,fL

,é-u_f”ﬁ( )

thereof, foods, feeds and fibers, and of fac11itating the b
(d @ <2 /uwjfusﬁﬂ "ci;afknél

orderly distribution of agricultural commodities." lew Tl

iz )
may bef\and I think there is reason to believe it‘c’true,
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that the Commodity Credit Corporation is getting too large,

has too many assets, too many personnel, and too many far —

v,
flung operations, Qt leastéhzhtg;ﬁgaaiocnbelieve that it

needs to be carefully re-examined. It has an important and

significant role to play » that I know, {I do not want my

= L

remarks to be interpreted as indicating that I am opposed
to the Commodity Credit Corporation, for I do not know what
the American farmer would do without it or would have done
in the past without it, @ut the Commodity Credit Corporation
was established with limited responsibilities. It was
established to supplement farm incomq)not depress it,t%it
was established to put a floor under priceg)not a ceiling‘/ij
\Jit was established to aid the farm producer, to supplement
the normal channels of trade and not to supplant them. (?;d
ﬁig;2>§ad, it was also established to cooperate with farmer —
built Q farmeraowned‘g and farmer-operated organizations.

2

/fAt times I've had/aisturblng evidence that the mandate of

the Commodity Credit Corporation charter has not always been
followed. There's a tendency to want to make it a going
business concern,and that isn't what it was established for.
The Commodity Credit Corporation was not organized to do
e w the business of the grain trade or of the
/‘9 ]
cooperatives, Efﬁt was not setup to do the business of the

grain merchants in food and fiberargt was se?up to help and

b
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not to take over. It was established to make the market place
more orderly, not more disorderly. It was segép to help

J
improve the price structure for the farm producer and not to

lower it. It was established to promote orderly marketing
Sefere
and not to engage in dumplng‘)dﬁt is the responsibilitzﬁ;

—now _you understand-that. - it-is—the responsibilt}aggﬁheagégf:?
- (/";

of the Congresep to see that the Commodity Credit Corporation

operates within the framework under which it was designed.

{iE;EEEFigiﬁgre today,igive you my pledgsg that it will be my
purpose through whatever means I have, to see to it
that the purposes of the Commodf%thredzzﬂﬁ;rporation are
adhered to strictlxtyand that it shall operate within the
framework of the law that designed it and established it,
and not to wander in?sgher fields.

By the way, I know that there is sometimes a little

bit of discussion and dialogue between the farm organizations . _

YA atan A “frfl' : r];, 0

/,[ I have been informed of that‘t'bzf-l also know thatqthere

is a warm regardﬂEn?1mumpiEWftn?UﬂgﬁS:aﬁa;- between the

IF%&Sldent of the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation and the
President of the Minnesota Farmers Unionp;;}hese.men are
gentlemen s and they talk to each other,,uﬂhey respect each

other and they have many common objectives. I also know that
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that's the case in terms of national organizationms. ‘Ffﬁ."_\\

J/
example, I pi'c;kéd up a pa per tm— last m.ght-aat-
St. PauIP that I sa /I was going yZbring dow '

thj.*s m/e/nlng. ﬁ ,’I suppose this shows tHat I'm not much
/t _ o

here to

of a fpolit‘.tc but I¥11 take a chance ,ﬂnyway. g | '-can

*m almost at the end of the spgéch, L %ile

)r _._.'
/’7 NPTEH/Cre
/ l}ere where it says ‘\"\ }condemns CCC interference /:[;p*/ /

| A A
\ * / grair; buéiness ¥ apd F want to 'give this to Mr. S'llhumgg

' " so he’ can read th:ts while I'm speaking.
w S N
ﬂ'ﬁii h— "‘"'""‘“"""!---c*,.. e

e

—groups aadhead—dkffereﬁt“organrmtlois-é-dﬂ have soiie

“‘Mjm&—and“ make any coaching from
mew 9 e ligred Rovows St
—either-one-of them-on-this-subject.. /II was raising the

dickens with the Commodity Credit Corporation and some of

its operations I said some of them 4 a long time ago. -——{
Ué'{'/n!f MMEGLLE T o :

Senator George A:Lken) 3

Republicanﬁ (\grmonsmw so-called New
W 5( to
Deal, Fair DeaI; Democrat Minnesota - now New Frontier

wyiaet rl-cﬂmxf / aned o “'i‘j;: %&u& a:f‘ mﬂ dfﬂﬂ
em-!mﬂifh‘r the Texas insig it e — :

SAoeeje.omn Ul raduo,, et ‘71:,,"*'"’

y ‘l{ epublican Senatur)who is a true friend of agriculture) amd— >
Q M‘é-(c'{)%ﬂrgc"t:& i;-’"}ffzr&ur C'(
/Cr—mg, and -Smr-i!mm, who dés=r&Eher a neophytqg "
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a-fewer-member, ? both took the floor of the Senate some
A Reve
years ago to say pretty much the same thing that Senastor—

Humphi¥ey said here today. -I-don*t-eonsider my.remarks ..

original; T-just-censider them well _WOI'J.‘.h -saying. Mrﬁe )
]/LQ];J arﬁxa:f fo (;M{’a Loon A e ool maii &
————N0w, 1€t's look ahead a 11tt1e while.

“where-T'm~going to start- getting 1 mfmﬂ%_#t-ﬂm
i -always.gotten intoa certain amount of/)(r: foMy mother. used

to ‘atmys say that if I just confj.aé ‘my-trouble-making
—
into about one- fourth of my activities, T might survive; —m{:

o

o

’ Jhere havg,been times.that I stretched.that but with mother' s

] e

/{Lave and-\ prayers and some good luck, I've-been able to get
/" by so far.$ so I will take another whirl-at-it.right now....

g) I want to look ahead to new wheat legislatioe)and I want to
j P
say that I think new wheat legislation is lessential. Now

/

you just bear with me;z I don't ask you to agree with me,’z
I just ask you to think with me. That isn't a retreat -
that's just sort of laying down the ground rules. g:he

¢ Department of Agriculture in its recent outlook sessions,
iz ——————___ jhefuital))  por oed

IS that ‘s a publicatior ontributed a 5 reductlon in 1964
W* F’Mh-v

net farm income the impending wheat situation, and I'm

worried about that. I want to say that I told the President

in a friendly conversation just last weel;P that the tax

s

bill would not do very much good if farm income dropped - —

Eprp—

that you can lose much of the effect of a tax program that

is designed to stimulate the economy if you have a farm
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program that holds it back;téo we've got to take a look at

all sides + every area. mBecause I'm concerned about
©
this economic possibility of a drop in income, I've asked
[, 866, orv

myself just how to be of maximum assistance to the

million=eight=hundred-thousand wheat growers and other

farmers engaged in wheat production. LI know that thousands

of farm people voted ag?lnst the Certificate Plan on the
/ 1 ot ’é‘ { v,i 9
assumption that whax;« they deemed to-dey better legislation

Now I don't travel under false colors,

would be forthcoming.

I voted for that plan I spoke for it in the Senate s
/_/ Lf, {;) My 61‘,— eX J”’_
When I take on a ?ob,l\ I m the majority whip of the United
States Senatesf I work for my President, /—L I have a party

responsibility as well as a Senatorial reSponsibility)/Z’ and

I don't think that a man ought to take on these jobs unless

he's going to be true and loyal. I don't think the people

“_;\.f. A

/-éhae work for you/t,j and t?n—t work for Mr. Srot;mar:é ought to

be for any other program except what you people endorse

here in resolution,!}_}hat's their job'rvamheﬂ-they--

and when ~they devParestron....

took on the job of being maﬂority whip £, I/n the United
States Senate, I | fai.thful to my boss and faithful to my
leader and faithful to the party program as it is presented
to the Congress unless I serve notice that I can't go with

it,&nd I didn't serve that m:n:ic:e,,t7 éo when the votes came

%
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"%4*- i e .---.*5'&4.,:,

in, we took a licking, and I have had a few of

A
ymaﬁ«-w-ﬁfrg%nmwﬁﬁw

- Sweeter. w has been legislation introduced, legis-
Hx
lation«was proposed by the Farm Bureau Federatioxjé and that

s

O\

was introduced by many conscientious Congressmen r yes
), C‘Aﬁ' A )C
P o =2

you ought to ul:&sr that 'T and other equally conscientious
Congressmen have introduced other legislation,gfznd now I _
consider myself in the latter categorx{i and you can '

’Gﬂ‘h that, too., / ¥ o -.}’I.‘.-]?M;g_f‘-,:fl_(\ e i ‘

Outonr, o LoEq g

. Now, my week proposal, which I am sure you are
going to support, has many of the features of the American
Farm Bureau Federation bill. I don't intend to tell you all
of the differences)but I intend to tell you of the similarities.
First, my bill is voluntaryjso was yours,g,&t eliminates
marketing quotag;é so does yOuf?,&%if ?rovides for resales
by the CCC at not less than IISZTSETéﬁpport price;z SO

does yours‘gj;t provides for offsetting CCC out-of -condition
sales)L and believe me, that's a big phrase,z by open—market
purchasesiz so does yours. It has the objective to reduce
stock}; so does yours‘gjit will increase the use.of wheat
for feed;f so does yours. Now I know that's a pretty good
index of g;milarities. ‘I know that the basic concern on

the part of your leadership is the fact that my proposal

involves some payments so that ome-half of the -normal=p
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cooperating farmers2 would receive approximately $2.00 per
bushel. On the oE;é¥ half, cooperating farmers would re-
ceive an export payment of 25¢ per bushel on normal production.
I recognize the reasons for the concern of the American Farm
Bureau Federation. My proposal does not provide for any
limitation on paymentg)so there is no ceiling on opportunity.
[;ﬂffj_fifh respect to cost, the amount would be definitely
limited to the normal yield and the planted acreage. I
believe that after careful study and a little friendly con-
sideration, you will find that the'é::;;¥d§;§r0posed bill
meets most, if not all, the criteria of a good bill, and
I'm going to see Mr. ééhuman about this privately, and see
if I can't give him the "treatmeng" as we say.

S

— mgt was €ady after months of studyﬂ and by the
: much=help—.
way, I consulted some of your peOpl;e’% and ? had S
.= a good deal of help from you_ﬂ-a good deal of argument - —
&:7 P\ ﬁ*’-v‘
' much discussion and consideration :5:& I introduce\this
' ...u"‘ a)
billtl(%emember, I was one of the Democrats that’ introduced
a bill when it was being said in Congress that the Admini-
stration wasn't going to present any Wheat Bill,ﬁ ﬁé&l, let
me assure you this Administration is not going to let the
wheat farmer down and no Administration should or would#gr E
. 2 “;{alur. (lt Re. Crunaee el o T ...,_ff_

fs a spokesman for this Administration, I

dare do so,

can't tell you what kind of legislation will be passed but
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it will receive the thoughtful consideration and guidance of
your organization as well as others, and we're not going to

let American farmers "go down the drain.' New-you-can-put_.—

-

“that down now.

I recognize“;gat’{é a diversity of interests and
I have attempted to be realistic, and all I came here to
do todazi is to urge you to please study the bill'tigggéet
who sponsored i;;z just look at its substance:L)I'm going
to take a look at your proposals, and I'm not going to
have a dog-in-the-manger attitude eitheratjl'm going to be
fair about it. }Now in addressing this important body, I

e —

must pinpoint a portion of my present overall philosophy.

A
z?/r 1 have now become convinced that the time is at hand to
free our farmers from their daily concern over the long-

term implications of expanding regulations and controls.
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JI=beddeve 1 told Jack Lynn on the myvrg- in here that I
hoped I never got so bull-headed or stubborn that I wouldn't try
to learn. That's what a man lives for. And as I said earlier today,
I think there are better ways than mandatory programs for some
of our commodities. I think we ought to try to encourage, as I
said before, the greatest use of the market place.

We should try to encourage shifts in production into those
commodities for which there are expanding needs, present or foreseen.
That is what I mean by shifting the use of the land into commodities
in which there is no oversupply. Farmers just don't like to leave
e e

7 By the way, I think I gather ﬁlimtc_you are kind of down on
commissions. It just shows how I ﬁlﬁt of step. —Yewlllajust-have _

{M. By the way, I want you to know that I have told
2

a4
your officers mt%icc)(ga majority whip of the U.S.

Slmatj is open t d there is a friendly welcome

mat out. trying to educate me. I didn't realize

@y took the invitation so seriously. I didn't tell them to live

there. Now, you might be on guard. I might change them a bit.

I want to forewarn yuou.

I happen to believe that we need a blue ribbon bi;urtiun commission

to analyze and make recommendations as to our future food reserve

requirements. I am getting a little tired of hearing about surpluses

and nobody knowing how to define it. I havenlt heard anybody say

36"/‘/\ qi M’?&Wx m< XM e,
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we have a surplus of ammunition or atom bombs, but we've got a lot

of them. We don't know quite where to put them. And yet I remember

the greatest general of all said, and I qubte » "an army fights on

its stomach,"” and he didn't mean crawling on the ground. He meant food.
When I came back two years ago from Berlin) when there was a

crisis in 1961, I reported to the President that I didn't think

there would be trouble over Box;lin because there was a food shortage

in East Germany and Eastern Europc/and nations do not attack when

they do not have the food and fiber to sustain troops in the field.

. f!’ou can't have a powerful

nation and powerful allies and have nothing to “S‘L‘nd you can't

always be sure of your allies and you can never be sure of the

weather. Therefore, a nation that takes on worldwide responsibility
against a worldwide conn\milt menace better have supplies of fiber

and food materials capablel p fulfill/worldwide leadership responsibility.

Foud Reasruren et e e S04
rul&"%ﬁ‘ must have food reserves. We must have food reserves d

for market stability, for weather uncertainty, for population increases,
for international commitments to our friends and allies, and F”"-‘d"
international tensions and uncertainties. Furthermore, reserves
must be differentiated from Surpluses. Reserves should be sealed

off from the market, and we must never forget that food is power.
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So "Let's quit arguing in Congress now

| 8

about whether we ought to have X million tons of cereals or pounds
of vegetable oils. Let's find out--put the best minds we have to
working on this and come up with a program."

We know for example that we have come up with a prograu for
a certain number of uiuln. We julzdon t produce aiu/(lu when

we feel like it., We lm:kc a program on the number of niulu we

are goingy to use, based on the fact that we know we mld lose so
many n:l.u;;iu on the first strike. We don't just go around saying,
"If you've got some time, produce some n:l.sflu." We order thenm,
We plan them. L

I don't think it would be a bad idea if a general or two got
to figuring out how our population will live or how we will fulfill
the commitments of worldwide leadership.

Now how about our dealing with the Soviet Union. The most
peace-producing, the real peace-producing force today is the

abundance of our food and fiber. No one dares move against us because

Ru L5 oeddo. Frnd W < % st b 9.

“~7 Mr. Khrushchev ua—m in the Communist Party Pfdo

in Russia on the necessity for more food, not on the necessity for
more missiles. He's got a lot of them. He even had enought to
share not long ago. He has a lot of troops, too. He has more
manpower. I think I have made my poiat,

Now I come into s second venture into trouble 1 . CLJ

- » Rae neail
I obviously shouldn't mantion this, but Mme

&&#M ﬁa—wd M-ﬁfﬂef ettt |



ierEEhitaow. I don't expect that there will be o erwhelming
approval of these suggu:ionl)? but if your officers still come

o see me, I will work on them. — : ‘42:'
W Mﬁ Rogpanisd ian a9
~——~In the Very near future I will make another recommendation 5

to the Congress. You may want to ponder this recommendation a little
bit because it may have more meaning to it than just what these
words indicate. I fully realize that the farm organizations are
capable of making objective analysis of problems relating to agricultire.
I know you folks know more about farming than the U.S. Congress
knows. I know this, but I also know, as I said this morning,
manufacturers, farm organizations, women's clubs, all recommended
years ago that something needed to be done at the governmental
level to promote reorganization of the executive branch of _sovmt(z
L‘!Loz:}g_nro resolutions passed until we didn't have ?hcl o file
them, and then one day in Congress we introduced ligislation to
establish the Hoover Commission on the reorganization of the executive
branch of the government, and just the other day another old gentleman,
that former President, Herbert Hoover, said to Lyndon Johnson,
Fresident of the United States, that he admired, among other things,
the work that Lyndon Johnson had accomplished as /./cuder of the U.S.
Senate in the fulfillment of the objectives of the Hoover Commission
Report.
What I am trying tog#say, it took a #ouinion on it, with the

J,\
legal form of a legislative proposal and an executive order ,ﬁra public

A
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law to become effective., I )dt'm't think we have done everything on
the Hoover Commission na_@lhuom. One of the proudest
possessions in my office is a citation from the Ci.tm Committée

of the Hoow uimz jcxproning gratitude to Senator—Humphrey.

A N

for rk in this.

4&9%“{},“‘”&“&40? Lo (= Mf&d
TTTTTEm goIng to Tecommend to the President and to the Congress

the establishment of a mational commission on agricultural policy

and rural life. Now this commission isn't just going to be made
up of Congress. It would be coupoud;c;fe -sonc'[!ublic officials in
the executive branch of government, but also of deading economists,
agricultural leaders, representatives of financial institutions
and the consumer. Ve need to get & good look at where we have been
and where we are going.

The purpose of this commission will be to examine mat
agricultural policies, their adequacy or inadequacy, their effectiveness
or ineffectiveness and their relevancy to the present situation.

It will also be the purpose of the commission, under any propesal,
to look ahead, to go into consiideration of the techmological revolution
in agriculture, the shift in farm pppulation from the rural areas
to the cities--this is a tremendous factor today--and what types
of programs the government should engage in relating to the price
of agricultural products, in marketing, distribution and agri.cul.tﬁrnl.
eredit.

[ I am not seeking to build a };mkonauin of government. I am
seeking to release the power of agriculture, and as I said here

.-
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earlier, to have government‘help supplement, not take over.

Rural America is clunging.{ As a matter of fact, all of America
is chmsin;. We need to take a long look to the future. I took/“-‘délf{..-
effe two days ago when I looked at the Bureau of Census projections.

et Fanan Ripnsootebior s el
( My féllow Americans, fural America is going to be in serious trouble

wﬁ Congress with few representatives, because there isn't any
population left in rural America of any major proportion relating

to total populatibn. Your representation in the future will
= bod.n 1@ Senate. I'Iharn will be< nilliompoople between Boston

and Washington, D. C. in one meglaopolis. Areas of- the South or

Lt gk
Middlewest :iél lose representation to areas of the Northwest, 0 i

1

par:icularlzithe big cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle.
Those cities will grow and double their representation in Congress.
By 1980 less than 5 pgﬂéent of the population of the United States
will live in rural areas.

I think we'd better take a good look ahead instead of going
around putting band aids on old sores. This generation of farmers
knows that the winds of change are blowing. There is the leadership
in our great farm organizations, with the assistance of your
elected officials, to help shape these forces. This is a continuing
challenge to your leadership to accommodate to an orderly change
in our domestic society. This can be done by a new spirit of
cooperation among farm organizatioms. We dan't afford guerrilla

warfare at home or in Viet Nam. I—wests-to-warn m
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We'd better find some c denominators, common objectives, common
means, because there are going to be all too many people in publie
life ﬁf’ﬁw had no rural experience, no rural orientation. We've
quit being born in log cabins. Ha &ré not getting many candidates
saying, "I was born on the farm." ley will know about farms . Q&
what they have read in bookdé. That's a poor substitute for being
out in the fields or pasture.

An outstanding example of the cooperation of which I speak
among farm organizations is taking place, and it is a sign of the
times. It is the St. Louis Grain Corporation. Partmers in this
corporation, which owns a 2% million bushel capacity grain elevator
on the Mississippi River in St. Louis are the following: The
Illinois Grain Corporation, a Farm Bureau affiliate; the Farmers
Union Grain Terminal Auoci.ationj and the Missouri Farmers Association
of the state of Missouri--three divergent organizations that had
mw;:gaood business sense to know that you've got to eat and live
as well as argue, and they got together. I happen to think the
leaders of these organizations have that ability. This operation
demonstrates it. ‘rnmrn can get together to cooperate in handling
their marketing problems. And I want to say that farmers know how
to handle marketing problems about as well as anything if they
will just get together and work on them and throw away all pettiness

and partisanship.
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1 am not just saying thi.s to you. I ‘aﬁ*nnanﬁ:_‘é,

v
mmﬁé,gm.tution m in SI:. Paul. I dom' l:ah,ve two lpuchu.
1 hwc m speech to give to {tuo organizatimﬁ ilm'-'-.. %

W‘%ﬁo rulou Union GTA.

%

>

Can you not pick up a new torch, marked effective cooperation

between farm organizations? It will burn brighter and light a

broadar/u y to freedom and prosperity for our farm people. (a.
e s the tiaksluml (@t

B

The wntchﬂord of this orgamization is urvico, and this 18 ———

the watchword of any worthwhile organization. Can we not now decide
that service to farmers is service to all people? Can we not now
resolve to seriously attempt to gain the universal recognition

of the farmer's continuing role of doing more for more people than
any other segment of our population? This has been the history of
American agricutfure. This is its future.

This nation in 1789 was largely am agrarian society and the
basic beliefs and stability of a rural people have been immortalized
in our Constitution, which has withstood so well the shocks and
tests of 175 years. Out of the wellspring of the land we still
draw our strength. I pledge to yau_that I will continue to remind
all Americans of the debt that we og,/ American )érieulmc.

{ want to thank the American Farm Burm‘ Federation for listening
to me so long this morning. You are a generous and gracious and

eomidera-;: audience.
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