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TV SCRIPT

SENATOR HUBERT H, HUMPHREY WITH GUEST WILLIAM C. FOSTER

Bob Coar: This is Washington, and this is Senator Hubert H.
Humphrey with a distinguished guest reporting to the people

of Minnesotas. Here is Senator Humphrey.

Senator: Ladies and gentlemen, we surely do have a distinguished
guest today, and this guest is a most timely one, because he is
deeply involved in and engaged in one of the most important de-
velopments of our time. The reeent negotiations in Moscow re-
lating to the Nuclear Test Ban proposal, the negotiations that
have been going on for these many months in Geneve, Switzerland
on the subject of disarmament; yes, the whole subject matter of
our Forelgn Policy and our programs of national security are a
part of the life and activity of the gentleman who is our guest
today. And I em very pleased to present Mr. William C. Foster
who is the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmement Agency
of the United States Government, But before I give you Mr.
Foster, and ask him some questions, I want to tell you a little

bit sbout him,

He ceme to Washington meny years ago for just 30 days
as a consultant, I believe, during Vorld War II.. He comes from

American business, the chemical business and the steel business.
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And he has given up that business in order to serve the public
interest, and the people of this nation, and I believe, of the
entire world. He has had a remarksble cereer serving in three
administrations, Republicen and Democratic Administrations, and
serving with distinection in each and every position. He has been
Undersecretary of Commerce, he was the Director of the Marshall
Plan, the old ECA as we called it, Deputy Secretary of Defense;
he was our chief negotiator back in 1958 at Geneva, Switzerland,
for the surprise attack conference, yes, he has been up to his
ears in the world of public service and always in the interest
of our national security. In terms of our national strength, and
dedicated to the welfare and security of this netion. So, I am
very proud to present a2 gentleman that I have grown to know and
privileged to know, and a good friend, and a remarkable official,
a fine gentleman, Mr. Foster, welcome. Thank you,Hubert, you are
very good. Well, I am happy to introduce to the people of Minne-
sota, and by the way many people view these broadcasts, and so

this is a rare privilege for me and for them.
Mr, Foster: And, for me, I might add.

Senator: Thank you.

This is a brosdcast, of course, telecast that is being filmed.
And by the time you may see this, meybe some of the developments
we talk sbout will be consummated. In other words, the negotia-

tions at the hour we are filming this particular telecast are
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under way at Moscow. I am hopeful that by the time this film
and this presentation comes to you that these negotiations will
be in the form of an agreement, that they will have been initialed
and presented back to the Congress of the United ‘States and to the
President for further consultation and negotiation. So, with that
in mind, I want to ask our Mr, Foster a few questions. You know,
I introduced the legislation to esteblish the Arms Control and
Disarmement Agency. This was an Administration proposal with the
support of our President, but perhaps you could best tell this
audience what is the duty, the role of the Arms Control and

Disarmsment Agency.

Mr. Foster: Well, Hubert, consistent with National Security
our purpose and our instruction is to work toward World peace
and toward general disarmament and complete disarmement as

an ultimate objective. In order to do that we are charged as
the major agency in the United States Goverrnment to develop
these policies. First, we are carrying out research, on which
the policies cen be based. Second, we are supervising the
negotiations with other nations toward that end. Third, we
are disseminating information concerning that to various in-
terested parties at home and sbroad. And, of course, fourth,
we are coordinating this whole activity within the U. S. Govern-
ment. And in that role, the Director of the agency is the
principal advisor as you so well know having introduced this

legislation to the President of the United States, and to the
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Secretary of State. But, he does not do this, I want to underline,
in a vacuum, or unilaterally; he does this in coordination and
consultation with the Secretary of Defense, the Department of
State, the C T A, the Atomic Energy Commission, this is & rounded
coordinated approach in all policies which actually come up to

the President for decision.

Senator: I am happy that you emphasized this matter of your role
as & coordinator in the policy formulation of our national security
policies as they pertain to arms control and to disarmsment. Be-
cause there is so much misinformation, you ought to see the mail

I get, and I am sure that you get it too.
Mr. Foster: I do.

Senator: Saying that we are engaged in some sort of nefarious
activity, Jjust disarming the U. S. Now the truth is that, as

I understand it, and we have worked together on these matters,
every décision that is made, is made in concert with the Secretary
of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Director of our
Central Intelligence Agency, the Department of State, and tle
President and his other advisors. You just don't go ahead and
meke & proposal, you do it after it has had the combined eand
coordinated thinking of e number of people of our government

who are designated to take care of our security. That is

true, is it no%?
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Mr, Foster: That 1s absolutely true, and the group you mentioned
Plus the Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, meke up a so-
celled conmittee of principal with whom, committee of principles,
with whom each of these policies is discussed before we make
a recomiendation to the President. There is not always unanimity
in that, that's one of the tough parts of the President's job,
he sometimes has to make a decision, he sometimes he has to make
8 decision fmeroewfhiwicing between conflicting views. BEut
by and large the policies which have been put forward have had

very broed support in that group., @ -

Senator: I think that its fair to note that the so-called disarms-
ment policies are considered & part of our national security
policies, because we are talking about a balanced type, & step

by step/gzggrgz in which the obligations of the other countries

are every bit as great as ours. Is that not the case?

Mr. Foster: The instructions are that anything recommended
must be consistent with the nationel security, they are on
a safeguarded step by step balanced besis and directed as you
have indicated, to the deep nationa] interest of the U. S. of

America.

Senator: And it's so important that we carefully study these

policies, and therefore, as you properly emphasized there are
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research programs, study programs, going on in the matter of per-
fecting better an& never weapons in case we need them, It's the
opposite side of the coin, is it not, this arms control and

disarmament of what you might call our preparedness progrem.

Mr, Foster: It is the opposite side of the coin, and it is
entirely possible that the security of the nation is better served
by some limitations on uncontrolled building up of weapons, as

sgainst that sort of spiraling race.
Senator: Alright, now just let me get right down to cases.

Mr,., Foster: May I say Jjust one thing before you get down to

case. I overlooked something that bears on this as one of our
major duties, and that is the verification of any esgreements under-
teken., We are also instructed to plan for and supervise any veri-
fication procedures which bear on any agreements which are signed

in this field.
Senator: So as to avoid cheating, or evasion.

Mr. Foster: Evesion or breaching of the contract without opportuni-

éy to do something sbout it.

Senator: I think the best way to put it is that Mr. Foster
sees to it that when our negotiators sit around the table

with the Soviet Union that they are trained for the job of
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negotiation, they are prepared as our soldiers are prepared for
combat, so our negotiators and diplomats must be prepared for
the elever operations that the Soviet negotiators present

to protect our national interests. Now we get down to this
negotiation that has been going on in Moscow, you have worked
with Mr. Harrimen, and Mr. Harriman, of course, is carrying out
the policies of our government, policies that have been designed
through the coordinated efforts of your agency as advisor to
the President., What do you think, how do we justify, let me
be, as they say the devil's advocate for a while here, how do
you Jjustify a nuclézar test ban treaty of the nature that is

being discussed now in terms of our national interest.

Mr. Foster: Well, first and foremost it has within its possible
terms the opportunity of making & start toward a control of arms.
It has & possibility of building a base on which more significant
disarmement arrangements can be built. It has an immediate effect
on the possible future contamination of the atmosphere through
radioactive fallout. All of these are very important., It also,
and I think perhaps of greatest importance is a start on limiting
the proliferation of nuclear weepons to other governments. Perhaps
getting into less responsible hends so that the danger of a frighi-
ful thermonuclear war would be increased through this prolifera-

tion, and this is & step to begin to control that so that we
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reduce the dangers of war by accident or miscalculation.

Senator: Well, why do you think the Soviet Union has been as

cooperative in this endeavor as it has, Mr., Foster.

Mr, Foster: Well, one finds it a little difficult to explein
exactly why they do things, but I think that it is perfectly
clear that we have common interests in this. They too are
concerned by contamination of the atmosphere, they too are cer-
tainly concerned by the threat of an all-out thermonuclesar war,
they too are concerned by the increasing costs of a continuation
of this sort of a race, and they have real economic pressures
which they wm:ld/iike minimize through the diversion to thése
perhaps more constructive purposes. And lastly, of course,
they are concerned by thegpparent £ilit between their gountry
and the Chinese at this moment, and therefore, if there could
be agreements with us, it would give them time and opportunity

to do the things that would make their life a little better,

Senstor: I think that we should note at this point for our
television audience, that there hag been very careful con-
sultation, close consultation with the members of Senate. It
is a fact, is it not, that the negotiations if successful will

come in the form of a treaty to the Senate.

Mr, Foster: Yes, but when that happens the arrangement would first

be initialed with additional menmbers of the Senate In addition
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as you know, to the appeearances which we have had and the informal
talks we have had., And following thet, and following the signing
of the treaty by a designated representative of the United States,
there will be the formal process of cbtaining the advise and con-
sent of the Senate before it could become a binding treaty of

the United States of America.

I believe
Senator: And, at this point I think that I should sa.y/the prospects

for the ratification for the proposed draft treaty are relatively
good. At least, in so far es we have been able to ascertain now.
There isn't any party line on this, this is a bi-partisan matter,
the former President, Mr. Eisenhower, proposed a similar proposal
to the Soviet Union, in 1959, and in 1960, and again in this
Administration; so you see, security and defense and foreign
policy are beyond what I call the narrow limits of partisan
polities. And they well ought to be, Just this quick question,
we have just & few minutes here, or seconds here. Do you

_think this treaty is safe, you know meny people are going to

ask us that. Is there any safeguard in it for us?

Mr, Foster: If it was not safe, I can assureyou, that the
President would not go forward with it, nor would the Secretary
of Defense, nor the Secretary of the State, nor would I. It has
built into it every kind of safeguard against the events that
could take, that we could devise. Obviously, there is a risk

in every treaty. We believe the risks in this are minimal;
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the adventages are great, and

Senator: And there is the escape clsuse, where we can withdraw

in case our national interests are violated.
Mr. Foster: Absolutely.

Senator: And we will keep our testing aparatus in the state

of readiness,

Mr. Foster: Our testing apparatus and our lsboratories will be
maintained, and in a complete state of readiness should the occasion

demand restoration of testing.

Senator: Well, Mr. Foster, you have every right to feel very
good over your work, and your contributions to the welfare of
this nation. If this negotiation ends successfully, if it brings
gbout & treaty, it could well mean the beginning of the turning
point in the relationships between what we call the East and the
West. It could at least open a door for more constructive and
meaningful negotiations., We hope so, If this treaty is success=~
ful in ite ratification, and negotiation, it would be a wonderful
day for all of humenity. And I want to thank you so much for
being with us, and two weeks from now we'll have another guest

for you. Thenk you.
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