TV SCRIPT - Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

BOB COARS: This is Washington, and this is Senator Hubert Humphrey
of Minnesota. Today the Assistant Majority Leader has an important
guest to report on the major issue before the Senate. Now, here is

Senator Humphrey.

SENATOR HIMBHREY: Well, thank you. The major issue before the
Senate and before this nation in the caming days will be the ratifica~
tion of the muclear test ban treaty that was negotiated in Moscow fome
weeks ago. I am sure you are all familiar with the background of this
treaty, you have seen on television and in your press and in megazines
the photographs or the pictures of the signing of the treaty present
at that signing ceremony was our guest today. You witnessed on the
television end redio the President of the United States stating

why he tbugght thie treaty was in owr national interest., Let me
Just say one or two words before we come to our guest. Through

two administrations, you might say through three, since President
Truman, the EisenhowerAdministretion, end the Kemnedy Administration
an effort has been made by these three Presidents to bring scme
type of internetional control over the development of nuclear
weapone., In other words, to slow down the pace of the nuclear
armemente race. President Elsenhower advanced & prupon:l. very
gimilar to the ome we have before us now. Blckin19'59,"l§:e
Soﬂetthimatthatthcmjected'ﬂunmmwam@
nuclear test ban teeaty. President Xemnedy tried once sgain in
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1962, and with no success at that time. And during the past year,
there have been continuous efforts at Geneva, Switzerland, to negotiase
with the Soviet Ufdon, and with Great Britain, and with others a
nuelear test ban tveaty. A probibition on further nuclear tests
in certain enviromments such as in the atmosphere, outer space,
undermvater and uwnderground. In this year, June, it became cbvious
mwﬁmthtﬁe%t&immmummmnmham
proposal. And&ntbomthot&ﬂy,atmtypmpmlmmdm
meﬂwﬂxﬂynﬁh&emumﬁmutmmnmcw.
mmm&m,m.l«mum,mwm
American~-Soviet relations went to Moscow as our chief negétiator
and was sble to negotiaté a limited nuclear test ban treaty. By
that we meen a treaty that would prehibit tests in the atmosphere
and in outer space and under water. A very simple treaty a short
treaty, but one that has surely brought sbout discussion and con-
troversy. That treaty has been signed by the Secretary of State
representing our Government. Senator Pastore vho is with me to~
day as our guest was one of the Senmators along with myself that
wnet to Moscow to witness that signing and to participete in those
ceremonies. The Semator cames from Rhode Island. He is the senior
Senator of that State, former Covernor of the State of Rhode Island.
He is peesently chairman of the very important and very powerfuld
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cammittee Jmown ag the Joint Comdttee on Atamic Energy. This
Camittee has a special place in the Congress of the United States.
It 45 made up of the representatives of the two houses of Comgress,
and, of course, it has exclusive jurisdiction over all matters
relating to Atamic Energy or nuclear power or nmuclear energy. Both
for weapons purpoges and for peaceful purposes. The Senator frem
R. I. has been priviledged to came into contact with all of the
leading scientists of ouwr country and other nations in the field
of nuclear science, He lnows this issue end he Imows this subject
matter better than any man in the Comgress of the U. 5. That is
my ovm judgment and I believe it would be affimmed by others.
Well, I am going to ask this good Senator who has been active in all
of these matters as a Chaivman of an important committee his reaction
to the treaty. First, I will put it to you this way, Senator Pastore.
From what you heaxd in the hearings of the three coamittees, the
Armed Services Committee, your coamittee on Atomic Energy, and the
Senate Foreign Relations Comittee as we sat together in the three
camittees, fram wvhat you heaxrd from the witnesses, XX do you sup-
port or reject the treaty relating to limiting nuclear tests?

SENATOR PASTORE: Well, I categorically and wnequivocally support
this treaty. Aes & matter of fact, as you pointed out to my official
copacity as a member of the Joint Camittee on Atomic Energy, I have
been following these proceedings very, very attentively and very, very
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closely. As a matter of fact, we must remember that America initiated
these talks way back in 1958, as you explained under President Eisen-
hower. Then in 1959, we lam/:he:amw President Eisenhower,
this suggestion that we have limited tests in so far as atmosphere
ies concerned. We did not go quite as far as the outer space and
the under water. And then of course, in 1962, President Kennedy
put this proposal before the Russians which they rejected at the
time, but it's important for the people of America to understand
that America took this initiative way back in 1958 under the
Republican Administration, and we pursued it under the Democratic

Administration, and thies treaty is good for us and good for menkind,

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, many pecple say, Senator, that it's rather
peculiar that the Russians are now willing to sign this treaty when
they rejected it before. What is your reasction to that sort of rea-

soning?

should
SENATOR PASTORE: Well, realizing that the Russians/have dnown and

do kmow the power of distruction that can be wrought by the nuclear
and thermonuclear weapons, it has always been a mystery to me vhy
they didn't agree to it 2 long time ago. But I would give the
geneais of this TEMXY¥ change of attitude with the stiff position
that President Kemmedy took at the time of the Cuban affair. At
that time, he told the Russians in no uncertain terms, we are
going to inspect these ships that are coming into Cuba, and if
you don't allow us to do it, we are going to shoot. And I think



Se
right then and there, the Kremlin began to understand America meant
what she was saying. I think that it started there. Of course,
this chasm between the Red Chinese and the Russians, that hed a
great deal to do with it. At any rate, we had an understanding
now as the President has pointed out, this is not a panaces:of all
of our i1ls. The fact of the matter is that the first step is an
important one. We must bear that in mind.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I would say that the observation that you have
made as to vhy the Russians may have changed their minds is surely
4o the peint. The Soviet Union, Mr. Khrushchev, has his problems
vith Chine, This is an cbsession with them at the presemt time, =
and rightly so, as far as they are concerned. Then the econamic
problems in the Soviet Union may very well be causing some re-
consideration. But I believe that the point vhich you brought
out that wvhen Khrushchev was faced right up with American power
in October, in the Cuban crisis, Mr. Khrushchev always knew we
had the power, he wasn't sure we would use it., He found out then
that we would use it. And, furthermore, the Russians during the
years hed been sble to improve their own nuclear weapons arsenal
50 that they feel secure. They Jnow that we are not going to
attack them, and while we have nuclear superiority, by the way,
I should ask, do you think we have nuclear superiority?

GENATOR PASTORE: Well, all of the witnesses, practically all of
the witnesses have taken that position, as a matter of fact, you

-
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will recall that I categorically asked that wuestion several times.

EENATOR HUMPHREY: I recall very well,

SENATOR PASTORE: Is the balance of power in our favor? Now I asked
that question of Dean Rusk, our Secretary of State, and he answered
in the affimmative. We asked that question of the Chairmen of the
Joint Chiefs, General Taylor, and he answered in the affirmative,
We asked that question of Chairman Seaborg, of the Atamic Emergy
Commission, and he ansvered in the affirmative. In my opiniom,
there is no question that the balance of power is in our faver.

A
SENATOR HUMPHREY: And may I add that this is not merely an opinion.

The Senator frem R. I., Senator Pastore, is privileged to have the
m’t confidentinl and most secret information of this Govermment,
in reference to our nuclear arsenal, our weaponry, the amount that
we have; I frankly don't vant to know all those figures. I guess
I have had them once or twice, but I like to forget them, but you
have to live with those facts every deay.

SENATOR PASTORE: Well, as a matter of fact, if we doodle in our
Committee, we lesve the paper right therve, we den't take any
papers out of that room with us, and there is a reason for it, be-
cause this is very critical information. As we will never know
for sure just how much the Russians have and they will never know
for sure just how much we have, But I think it's quite sure that
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there are enough boanbs in this world today that we could destroy sbout
everything that man has built from the time of begimning. That's how
serious it 4s. And that's the reason why we have to bring this
madness to a stop, some point. And some people say "now may not

be the time; end the question is when is the time, and what are the
alternatives., If we reject this treaty at this moment, Hubert, vhat
are the alternatives. Do we start testing in the atmosphere all over
again? Do we put more strontium HEGHX 90 in the atmosphere? Do we
contaminate husbandry, and our vegetation, and do we subject our
population to ZHE lukemia? I mean vhat are we aiming for? .

SENATOR HUMPHREY: I think your point is again well-taken, Senator
Pastore, the people wvho have the doubts about this treaty, think
have to ask themselves ebout the alternatives? Same pecple say,
for exemple, well the Russians may cheat under this treaty. Well,
without the treaty they cen go right shead and test unlimitedly.

SENATOR PASTORE: VWell, strange as this may sound, they are not
going to cheat so easily.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: No.

SENATOR PASTORE: Because we are going to make it our business,
to maintain the safeguards that we have to have,

SENATOR HUMPHREY: And to meintein ouwr laboratories, our scientists,
our technielans, so that if there ls any violation we are prepared
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of course, to protect our security interests. Let me ask you, Senator
Pastore, as you listened to the testimony, was it your judgmant that
the balk, the majority of the witnesses from the scientific come
mmity, and you are very familier with them, that the majority of
the witnesses from the scientific commmity, men who have helped
us with the nuclesar energy program, were for the treaty?

Or against 1t?

SENATOR PASTORE: Well, there is no question sbout it at all, they
are for it. As a matter of fact, I dont think that President Eisen-
hower and President Kennedy would m/mrhd upon this expedition
of trying to promote a treaty unless they were quite sure that
muiber oné, we were guarenteed our security} and mmber two, that
this was good for the American people and for the peace of the world.
Certainly they would never have engaged themselves in this sort of

en expedition wnless they were sure of these things.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Now, you have heard the critics of this treaty
say, that this treaty will leave us in & militarily inferior
position. Do you agree with that?

SENATOR PASTORE: I do not agree with that, As a matter of fact,
ve are going to MEM¥ still conduct our underground testing. And
we have achieved a tremendous amount of refinement in so far as
our weepons are concermed. Not only that, we have the technology
and the lmowledge now through research to explore the field much
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further if we have to, but the serious question arises---how many
of these things do you have to have? And how many times do you
have to be able to destroy the world? Before you reach a point
of sanity in this vhole very serious problem?

SENATOR HUMPHREY: Well, now &s you see it, then, Semator, what
do you find the advantages for the U. 8.7 Obviously, there must
bedmtmsmbﬂsﬂu,watmtyvﬁuﬂn'tmbom
the paper its written on. But what are the advantages as you see
167 Vhat eve the so-called social, political, or you might call
the moral sdventeges of this treaty? o

SENATOR PASTORE: Well, as a matter of fact, the moral advantages
are so many that time doesn't permit us to explain the moral in
fact matter

detail., But the WESEof the TIEX is that the balance of power
is in owr faver. Seo we hold it at this peint. We keep owr
viligance up. We keep testing uwnderground in order to do the
things that we must do. DBut most important of all, we constrict
the melear club. It isn't as hard to make these baubs today
as it used to be, and any nation that puts its mind to 1t, and
has the electric energy can produce these bambs, And we con-
strict this nuelear club, and not only that we make the first
step towarde disarmsment, now I dnow that you are very much
interested in that. You are chaimmen of the Subceamittee on
the Control of weapons and d » &nd I was privileged
to be an ex officio member of your Coamittee, and thet is
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vhat the wordd is looking forward to.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: You lmow, Senator Pastore, in the few seconds
we have remaining I heard our Majority Leader on Wednesday of the
past week speak on this matter and he said this treaty offers hope.
It doesn't necessarily offer solution or answers, but it offers
hope to humemity, & humenity that is worried ebout the arms race,
worried about redicactive fallout, worried about the spread of
these nuclear weapons, worrdied sbout the horrors of nuclear war.
And I think this is so importent. To me, it is sort of like a
mt,awmmmmmummtdm
and uncertainty in this fearful world in which we live. And I
believe that it does have risks involved as we have said so
wm,mnuamwatumm,mng;
hope that iz worth hoping.for. I am very privileged that you
could be on this progrem with us, beceuse I want the people of
Minnesota to hear from you, a man in whom thep can place their
trust. And I say that the Cheiiman of the Joint Camittee on
Atﬁcmwnwnﬂﬂmmh. Thank you.
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