TV SCRIPT - DECEMBER 12, 1963

BOB COAR: This is Washington and this is Senator Hubert H.
Humphrey of Minnesota. Today for his final report of the year, the
assistent ga,jority leader discusses significant evfents of the past

session of the Congress. ¥ Now,here is Senator Humphrey.

SENATOR HUMPHREY: This is my yearly report, or should I say my
final television report to you for this year of 1963. The very
first thing I want to do is to thank each and every one of you who have
been %zr viewers and listeners for the atfention that you've given to
these reports,and then let me also express a very sincere thank-you to
the television stations that have been gracious enough and kind enough
to carry these public service reports. I hope that I've been of some
help in an educational manner because after all one of the duties of a
person in public life is to attempt to inform the public to convey
information and to do it as honestly and as objecgively as he can. .7
As I visit with you in your homes, I want to talk just a little bit
about this Congress, the 88th Congress)wﬂe Congress that we have and
what we've been doing in this Congress, the unfinished ta]fsks are for
the next year)and then the role of Congress itself in our public affairs,
because after allg Congress is one of the coordinate and equal branches
of government and it is,in fact,the heart of representative government.
Therefore, '
PEfd¢¢ we need to understend the Congress, its procedures, its institu-
tions, its traditions and,indeed;its limitations as well as itsff
assets. Now many people, particularly the reporters and the columnists,
have seen fit to analyze our Congress a great deal. It has been under a
microscopes-careful scrutiny, analysis;and sometimes severe criticism.
It has even been called aﬂstandstill Congress"or a go-nothing Congressg\‘

both phrases;I personally ’oelieve) are not fair{;"ﬁley are unfounded and



they are excessive in terms of criticism., This Congress, the first
session of the 88th Congress, has completed a rather substantial share
of the gresidential reconmendations for the entire 88th Congress., In
fac’c‘ when we complete our work here this December,we will have passed J,
both Houses of Congress will have passed approximately TO per cent

of the recommendations that were given to us by the late President
Kennedy and President Johnson. We will, of course, have some very
significant pieces of legislation to camplete in the second session

of the 88th Congress, which reminds me that maybe I shouldn't take

for granted that we all understand what we mean by a Congress. When I
say the 88th Congress, I want to call to your attention, once again,
that that means fwo sessions of Congress--1963 and 196k. Now we're
half wey in terms of time finishing up 1963. We are actually about

a little over 3/5 of the way in terms of accomplishment, so the next
year we yf ought to be eble to have a rather, I/d say an impressive
record in completing legislative business and fulfilling &esi&ential
recanmendations. For a moment;I want to share with you a thought or
two about our new President. Every one of you knowsthat I worked very
closely with President Kennedy. I'm sure you know that his loss was

a shock to me and a deep personel sorrow. In fact, I would be less
than honest if I didn't tell you that I still can't quite shake that
sorrow and remove from my thinking and my emotions d the grief and the
pain of it all. I n_ﬁ.ss him and miss him terribly. Our new President,
Iyndon Johnsen, isla ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁ friend of mine and a personal acguaintance
and a Senate colleague. I worked very closely with Lyndon Johnson when
he was the Majority Leader of the United States Semate. We are, as I have
said, personal friends. Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Humphrey are friends , close
friends, and our families have been together on many occasions. We

have visited the Johnson home in Texas, and President and Mrs. Johnson



whe h

they were in the Senate visited the Humpheey home }not onceybut several
times. We/ve had family picnics together. I guess that's about as
close as you can get in friendship. I have worked along side of
President Johnson when he was Vice President, sitting in on the confere
ences at the White HPuse with he and President Kenned;j. and I worked
closely in the legislative fields here in the Senate so I believe that
Iknowthemnand]:ﬁ]mwhimtobe skilled and trained in the art

of government. His whole life is dedicated to public service. He
gives of himself unstintingly to the public good. He is;above aIJ.)a
true patriot. He loves his country. And I'm @ sure you know that

he has & remarkable record of service in the Congress f:?—the United
Stategaand during his period §f as Vice President under President
Kennedy, he traveled broadly/;he became much more acquainted with the
world in which we live*fﬁe has met the leaders of the nations of tke
world and he comes to the office pfyresidency fully ecuipped to do the
job and to do it well., That the sentence of his in his address to the
Congress a few weeks ago (gcm mey recall it); that sentence;let us
continuej" That represents what President Johnson intends to do--to
continue the program,é and policies of a fallen leader, President Kennedy.
The Johnson Aéministration is dedicated to the fulfillment of the
wnfinished past of the Kennedy administration. I consider it a rare
honor and privilege to Enow both of these men and to have worked with
bogh of them. What more could you really ask in public service than the
privilege of walking along side of and working along side of the
President of the United States., Ité a wonderful 'bhingjand I am so
grateful for it.}a.nd I only hope that I can be of real help and I

believe )possibly /that I can be of some help, I can report to my

neighbors and constituents that President Johnson has called on me

many times these past weeks/'and I have tried to respond in a cooperative,



helpful, and friendly manner.?ﬁell now, let's just say a few more

words about the Congress. If we didn's do anything else in this

first session in the 88th Congress than to have completed action

upom the Nuclear Test Ban Treatywsfhat treayy ;ﬁgibited further
nuclear testing in the atmosphere and outer space and under water.

If we had done nothing else than that, it would have been quite a®
record. This was a major step 1A/ towards peace; It was the

major contribution towards peace_-}. it was the first limited

disarmement agreement since World War II. As Chairman of the ﬁ;bccmnittee
mﬁlsazmament, I worked for this objective for seven j years/. I've
been the outspoken advocate of such a treaty when others did not speak
out. I know of no debate in the history of the Senate;¢f at least in the
last one hundred yearsjthat equaled the quality of debate relating to
the ratification of this test ban treaty. It was a high mark of
perfgormance and of competence in the record of the United States

Senate that was accomplished. Then there was passed in both Houses

of Congress a series of billﬁs relating to our educational structure--
frederal Aid to Hucation. There is nothing mofe important in this
country thaf a good education for our young peoplg roving the quality
of education as well as the quantity of educational opportunity‘fo
upgrade our educational competency, to upgrade the skills of our workers,
to improve the learning, we passed & program of assistance to highef
educa‘t;ion/4our collegeSem #id to community and junior colleges. We've
adopted & program of broadly—expanded vocational end technical education
for our young people and for many of our citizens that have come from
backward areas of the countryj ~fraining people to do their job. Many
of the unemployed today in certein areas of our country just don't know

how to do the job, if they hed a job. So we're going to expand the



manpower—training program, the vocational-training program, the technical—
training program, and its a tremendous program recommended by the
President and passed by the Congress. We're expanding the Hagional
Defense Education Act so vitel to the security of our countryy ﬁ aid
to those communities where there are many federal activities like
military reservations and defense plants. No Congress rlfw.-r adopted/
or even came close to aﬁopting, as broad & program as Fedéral Aid to
Educetion. So I think we did something in the 88th Congress worthwhile.
Then we % adopted a mental health progrem agnd a program to combat
mental retardation—the most comprehensive, far-reaching program of
mental health, aid and of the aid for those who are mentally retarded;
of any country that ;Eas ever adopted at any time oz:é-’agy placee—da&id to
medical schools,nursing schools, pharmacy schools, aid for medical
technicians, dental technicians. This is a substential program. And
then in the field of ggriculture, we adopted the long-range feed—

has improved 41ve
grains program that ;tﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ £4 agricultural income. We regilated
and improved the regulatory powers of some of the agencies such as the
Security Exchange Commission. W(\e*:dopted a tremendous program in
military construction, foreign aid, the expansion and continuity of the
Peace M These are achievementf/. and we have work ahead of us in the
second session. The Civil Rights Bill which is a moral issue and we
will pass it; the President is committed to it. The Tax Bill to give
thrust to our economy, ;ew ?wer' to add new strength to our economy,
releasing capital for investment in consumer purchasing power, to provide
jobs for those who have no jobs)and to increase our general prosperity.
And then the Youth Employment Act for our young pecple, & national
servicem give some of our people an opportunity to help their
neighbors in a well-directed program. Well I think we'll do fairly

well. I don't want to cdaim any great honors, but I thin(we‘ll come



along. I can add to that a program that mearf so much to our conservationist
out home-- the Wilderness Preservation Bill which will preserve our great
areas of wilderness and beautiful country. This has passed the

Senate end will pass the House. Now can I just conclude here with a few
suggestions as to what we might do to improve thingf;}because it's quite
obvious we've had delays, b‘e need to modernize the machinery of our
Congress; we need to keep it updated. I ){mesme rec&mendationa only
recently in an address before the organization known as the Fund for the
Republic--a marvelous organization at the Center for the Study of
Democratic Institutions out of Santa Barbara, California. I pointed

out that we needed, first of all)a Joint committee on national security
to improve the consideration of nationsl security matters by Congress so
that the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense together

could come :.0- one comittee to talk to us about national security
matiersy-a joint committee of the two Houses just as the President has
his own nationael security couneil/ I/ve recommended a contiming joint
camittee on Congressional reorgeanization so that we constantly lock

at whether ofr not this Congress of ours, this institution of representa-
tive goverrm:ent; is geared properly f::):;h 223 present-day, modern-day
conditions and to teke a little look #£/ff, ind finally; I proposed

a Congressional Institute, a sort of what you might call a center of
learning, of intellectual capacity as a sort of an addition to the
Congress, bringing into one pole of intellectual power some of the
scholars of the country that can aid us in looking shead, in planning
ahead, in study ﬁ% the real problems of automation, of industrialization,
of urbanizagion. These are some suggestions for the future. Now let

me wish you all a Happy or Merry Christmas and a very Happy and

prosperous New Year. Thank you
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