
SPECIAL RADIO TAPE FDR S ATION WMRN IN MARION, OHIO----APRIL 29, 1963 

I want to thank Station t·JMRN for this opportunity to comment on its 

recent editorial on the Youth Employment Act. 

I will be brief. 

first1 the edi torial broadcast a few weeks ago on this station says 

that my Youth Employment Act is 1tstric~ political, 11 and that it has won 

many co- sponsors in the Senate and House only because it is---and a quote ... - -

11
a Kennedy Administration measure and all the co-sponros are trying to 

climb abonrd the Kennedy bandwagon. " 

Really, this is nonsense . The Senators and Congressmen who support 

this bi 11 do so primarily because they believe it is a good bill and 

responsi ble legislation. ~J an nuts clim1sing abomcil bin IE i!Nlv Qaffif-

ost of them supported the bill when I introduced it~ 
~ .,-

years ago-~-before President Kennedy took office. 

(more) 
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the Senate and the House who co-sponso ed this bill to suggest that they 

are motivated only by political factors . We learn in the Congress to 

judge issues on the basis of facts , and not on the basis of efforts to 

psych~yze the motives of the men involved. It would be just as un ... 

fair for me t o sugge~hat radio stations are motivated only by a concern 

for dollar profits as it is to suggest that the backers of the Youth Con~ 

servation Corps are motivated only by politics . 

There are a few facts which I want to record here in response to this 

st ation ' s recent editorial . 

It was asked 1twhy areM.~t some of these unemployed teen-agers subject 

to military service"'• This I consider to be a below-the-belt attack on 

the Youth Employment Act. It is not true that any volunteer in the Youth 

Employment Act will be exempt from the draft . We have emphasized, in fact , 

that young men still face their military obligati ons and will ijet no 

favored treatment because of service in the Youth Conservati on Corps . 

(more) 
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~was 'So ~~elll"d that the Youth Employment Act program won't r eally 

accomplish anything in the way of training unemployed young men. It is 

called, in the editorial, a Uleaf-raki..'lg, broom leaning corps." Once 

again, I suggest: let's give the listeners of this station the facts. 

The enrollees in the Youth Conservation Corps will receive pract~al on~ 

the~job training in more than 20 different types of skills . In addition, 

they will receive classrrom instruction through contact with local school 

authorities . I will be pleased to send a list of the specific types of 

job skills which can be learned in the Corps to any citizen who -vrrites to 

me. 

Finally, it was suggested that the Youth Employment Act would create 

a vast new youth movement but would not really do anything to cut down on 

youth unemployment. Both these arguements misrepresent the basic facts , 

and they are ww ' •& contradictory. 

The Youth Employment Act begins modestly---only 151 000 volunteers for 

the first year of operation . I and the other sponsors of the bill do not 

pretend that this will ''solven youth unemployment problems . But it is a 
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start . It is a positive step fon1ard in the effort to help reduce youth 

unemployment in America. And to achieve that purpose , we need more than 

talk. 

It is inaccurate to say that a vast new bureaucracy 1ill be created 

by this program. The Youth Conservation Corps and the Hometown Youth 

Corps will be administered by existing Federal and State agencies . 

Let me conclude by saying that the Youth Employment Act is not designed 

solely to reduce unemployment . Its basic purpose also involves vitally 

necessary conservation work on our public lands and forests . This is not 

a "make work'' project . It is a positive program which l-rill build up our 

great natural resources through the work of young citizens who want and 

need employment and training. 

(3ND) 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


