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SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY'S TELEVISION PROGRAM 6/l2/63 

INTRODUC'l'ION: This is Washington, and this is Senator Hubert H. 

Humphrey of Minnesota. Today, the Senate Majority Whip reports 

on the most critical issues facing the Congress and the Nation. 

Now, here is Senator Humphrey. 

To()4Y 
SENATOR H. H. HUMPHREY: Well, thank you. Y&&1i&Pi83" I want to 

report on what I believe are three vital and important issues, 

not only facing the Nation, but, of course, facing the Congress 

of the United States. The first and the most important of these 

issues is what we call the issue of civil rights. Others term 

it Constitutional rights, or human rights. The second issue is 

the matter of peace and the pursuit of peace by the President of 

the United States speaking for the people of America, and the process 

of the achievement of the conditions of peace. And, the third issue 

before us relates to our national security, and, indeed, to the well-

being of not only our own nation but of other people's and nations 

which seek to live and work in the paths of freedom. I refer to our 

foreign aid program, or as we call it, our international development 

program in the field of capital and social improvement. Now, let me 

just visit with you for a moment about one or two other developments 

and then we 111 get to these three important issues. We have had many 

important visitors in Washington this past week. The President of the 

Republic of India has been with us. A distinguished statesman, scholar, 
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one who has given magnificent leadership to the people of India. He 

was here to talk to us about mutual problems. Particularly, he talked 

about the defense of India, as it now relates to the attacks or the 

threatened attacks of the Chinese camnunists upon Indian borders. India 

is a democracy; it has had its problems; we at times have had our dis­

agreements with India, but in this hour of difficulty, and, indeed in 

this period when Indian freedom is being threatened, it is most in­

teresting to note how we close ranks, how misunderstandings are dis­

pelled, and how they disappear, and how we are able to work more closely 

together as a team, or nations that have respect for each other. Then 

we have had in Washington this past week, one of the great international 

conferences---The World Food Congress. The first conference or congress 

on the food problem, the problems of diet and, indeed, to put it con­

versely, the problems of malnutrition, of famine, that first conference 

was held right after World War II at Hot Springs, Virginia; we referred 

to :it always as the Hot Springs Conference out of which grew the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO ), and many of the programs were 

designed to improve the level of food production and diet throughout 

the world. The United States, because of its outstanding leadership 

in the field of agriculture, the quantity of production, as well as 

the quality, our leadership in the Food for Peace program. These 

factors within themselves made the United States a logical choice 

for the World Food Congress. It was my privilege to sponsor the 

legislation here in the Congress of the United States, to authorize 
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this great international meeting. The meeting has been attended by 

delegates from one hundred and five nations {105), with over 1,500 

delegates from these 105 nations. And, you really see the very 

world parading before your eyes. People from distant lands, wearing 

strange to us, yes, their own native costumes. People that are well 

educated, people of every race, color and creed that have one common 

objective---how can we better improve the standard of living, of 

God's finest creation, hmnan life, people. And I a.m. happy to say the 

our government, starting with our President, and the Secretary of 

Agriculture, Orville Freeman, and members of Congress, and members of 

other offices of the executive department who have been giving marvelous 

leaderShip to this World Food Congress. Dr. Senn, the executive director 

or the director general of the Food and Agriculture Organization with 

its headquarters in Rome, Italy, has been with us. In fact, just this 

past week, I have had the privilege of spending several hours with the 

delegates of the World Food Congress, and being with Dr. Senn, whom I 

have known for many years. He was once the Agricultural Minister of 

the Republic of India. Today he is a great international public 

servant. There will be resolutions and there 111 be recamnendations 

came from the World Food Congress, and I a.m. sure that same of those 
who 

will deal with how the nations/produce an excess of food over their 

own requirements can better work together to help overcame poverty 

and hunger in the world. We live in very strange times, don't we? 

When same of the people are overfed, and other people literally suffer 
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from malnutrition and lack of food. Surely, the same humankind that 

expects to be able to conquer outer-space, to launch space platforms, 

to go to the moon, and stey there if need be, and then leave the 

moon and cane back to the earth. Surely, people of this brilliant 

intelligence and scientific genius and ingenuity ought to be able 

to find a way to distribute food without destroying the normal 

markets, and at the same time, utilizing food as a great force for 

peace. In presenting certain members of Congress to these delegates, 

which it was m& privilege to do, since I was a host at a great recep­

tion in Washington, I pointed out that food is strength in this world. 

Food is power, and it is power for good, and food is hope, hope for 

people that live on the border of starvation. And, food, of course, 

is life, because without it, there is no life. And, food is peace, 

b ecause hungry people lend themselves to all of the plans and all of 

the evil-doings of dictators and tyranny. And, food is freedan, 

because without food, without healthy bodies and without people 

that feel that there is at least same hope in the world, there is no 

freedom. 

Well, now let me go back to these three great important issues for 

a moment. I said the most critical issue facing us today, and when 

I say us, I mean all of us, everyone, whether we are in the North or 

the South, or the East or the West, or whether we live in the city 

or in the rural community, the most important issue facing the American 

people todey is the issue of human rights. Our Constitutional rights. 
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'lhis is a moral issue, and, it is indeed a political issue. Political 

in the sense that we have only one kind of citizenship under our con­

stitution, and that's .American citizenship. And the American Negro 

is a citizen of this country, and he has been since the inception 

of this republic. It was Abraham Lincoln 'Who in 1863 proclaimed 'What 

we call the Emancipation Proclamation. He emancipated the slaves fran 

their bondage. But the process of emancipation has been going on for 

a hundred years, where the Negro has been aspiring for his full place 

and his rightful place in American society. He has been patient. Many 

of us are mindful of all of the difficulties that the Negro has faced 

in many camnunities, and our political and social and ecananic life. 

But as the Vice President said recently in a memorable address at 

Gettysburg Battlefield in Pennsylvania, and it was one of the great 

speeches of our time. He said the American Negro has run out of 

patience. He wants action. He wants his own place in American society. 

And he is going to get it . Therefore, we see manifestations today of 

this determination to gain full citizenship, the full rights under 

the Constitution for every American regardless of his color, his race, 

his ethnic background, his origin, or his religion. And this is right. 

It is morally right, and in terms of our political tradition, it is 

politically right, and there isn't any force that can stop the ful­

fillment of this goal of full citizenship. The privileges and the 

duties, the responsibilities and all of theqpportunities of full 

citizenship. The American people are angry today, and indeed they are 
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discouraged and disgusted when they see for example, police prutality 

upon Americans who seek only the right to vote, the right to dine in 

a dining room, the right to parade in a general store, or department 

store, the right to be free people, and as President Kennedy said, you 

cannot have a free America until all Americans enjoy freedan. And 

we can't export freedom until all Americans enjoy freedan. So 

we are seeing violence in our streets, and we are seeing acts of 

brutality, dogs set upon innocent people by police, and the .Americans 

are demanding an end to it. They are demanding now that the Courts 

take action. The Courts have been great, strong and courageous in 

this whole issue of civil and constitutional rights. Not only that 

our President take action, and he's done a fine and commendable and 

courageous job, but at last the Congress must act, because the Congress 

represents the people, and this means a civil rights program before 

Congress, and it will be here, and I want to tell you now that we 

are going to carry through on this progrsm even if we have to stay 

here all year. And we maybe ought to plan our business as a year­
have 

around business in the Congress. I'll/responsibility in this area 

and I want to pledge here and now that whatever the consequences 

may be, no matter how bitter the battle, no matter how long the fight 

we are going to pass the basic necessary legislation, to see to it that 

these issues of human rights and civil rights are not settled in the 

streets by force and violence, butrather can be handled by courts of 

law, can handled within due process of law, and people guaranteed their 
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rights. Now this isn't just a matter for the Federal government, 

it is your problem too. Everyone of us has this weighing heavily 

on his conscience. And we must as individuals and citizens speak 

out against bigotry and discr:lmination and prejudice and we must 

be willing to accept the fact that every American is entitled to 

equal rights under the Constitution and under, the law. No less 

than that. This means that local government and state government 

must cooperate, and that local officials and state officials must 

cooperate, and it means that the spiritual leaders of our nation 

must speak up for that equality which is to be found in man as 

a creature of Divine Providence; it means that educators must 

speak up, and that citizens leaders must speak up. The time 

of condbning discrimination and prejudice is over. We can't 

afford it any longer. Tt is already far too late. 

Now, one other issue that we heard this week was the issue of 

war and peace. Our President made a tremendous address at the 

American University here in Washington, D. c. Calling upon the 

peoples of the world to search relentlessly for the ways to peace, 

that peace is not just one single act; there are many things which 

bring it about. Many that can destroy . it. And he reminded us that 

peace is a process. You build towards peace. He reminded us that 

it takes as much courage and maybe even more to be the peacemaker 

than it does the warrior. And he again said that America was ready 

to abandon nuclear tests in the atmosphere, on our own, without 

any treaty, without any guarant uees, as long as the Soviet Union 
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did the same. We would take the initiative, and we can do this safely 

because there is no danger of cheating here, because we have ways and 

means of knowing -whether or not someone violates the pledge. And 

were sending a high level negotiating group to Moscow to see if we 

cannot at long last find same way to put the lid on this arms race, 

and to turn it down instead of letting it spiral up; because the 

arms race, in itself, is a danger. And now finally, we have before 

us in the Congress a foreign aid program. And I just want to say 

this about it. Foreign aid to sane people may be distasteful. But 

it is a part of our security. It is a part of the burden we must bear 

as a leader in the free world, and it has had memorable success---the 

Marshall Plan, the Point Four Program, Food for Peace, the Peace Corps 

and in the daysahead the Alliance for Progress. And let me just say 

in conclusion, that foreign aid is not unpopular. It is necessary. 

And it is backed by the American , people. 

Well I'll be back with you in two weeks with a guest, and we'll talk more 

about these vital issues. 
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FDR BROADCAST vl.SEK BEGINNING JUNE 16 

Ladies and gentlemen~--

This is Senator Hubert Humphrey, reporting to you 

from my office on Capitol Hill in Vlashington, D. c •••• 

Congress will soon be engaged in the annual debate over our 

Nation 1 s foreib!l aid programs 111 This year, as L'1 the past, the 

President and Congressional leaders ~rill face that small but vocal 

force i..rhich opposes foreign aid 1-Ji th little more than sweeping 

generalizations and half truths . 

We can expect one of the old and tired arguments to be used 

again---the argument that the American people do not support the 

basic principle and purpose of foreign aid. 

(more) 
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That argument has no basis in fact . To the contrary, the evidence 

points to strong popular support for the basic principle and purpose 

of America ' s fo r eign aid programs . 

Recently, the respected and objective Gallup Poll released the 

results of a sequence of survey:faken from the years 1955 to the 

present . 

Here are some of the basic find~gs of the Gallup Poll : 

~~ Popular support for t he foreign aid program is at a high 

point for the entire nine-year period from 1955 to 1963. 

* Today, 58 per cent of the American people record themselves 

as approving foreign aid . Only 30 per cent oppose foreign aid, and 

12 per cent are neutral. 

* Our basic foreign aid programs cor~mand equal support in all 

parts of the country. Tne national figure of 58 per cent support is 

identical to the figure for the Hid-\Vest . 

(more) 
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The basic conclusion we can draw from this Gallup Poll report 

is that the American people do support foreign aid---and in increas-

ing rrumbers . 

There is one other fact which is significant. Those citizens 

who are well- informed on our foreign aid programs tend to support 

those programs much more strongly. Gallup reports that support for 

foreibn aid is 40 per cent higher among the Americans who are infommed 

on the details of the program. 

The basic fact which all Americans should understand is that 

our Nation t s foreign aid program is a success . It v10rks . 

I stress here that I do not blindly accept any and all recomm~ 

endations for foreign aid . As a member of the Foreign Relations and 

A9propriations committeess , I keep a diligent eye on the way our funds 

are P.pent . Those committees check and recheck every itero in our 

foreien aid pro5rams to assure that they will be as effective as 

possible . 

(more) 
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Let me conclude by mentioning four, specifice foreign aid programs 

Hhich have had unquestionable success : The Harshall Plan, which helped 

to rebuild a devastated Hestern Europe after vlorld vlar II; the Point 

Four program which sent trained American technicians to all parts of 

the world ; the Food for Peace program, which continues to share America ' s 

agricultural abundance with the hungry and undernourished people of the 

world; and the Peace Corps , which is less than two years has become one 

of the most dramatically successful programs of the United States in 

two decades . 

Today, we have an opportunity to add another '•unquesti onable 

success'' to the Nation ' s series of effective foreign aid progr ams--

the Alliance for Progress . This program, based on u.s. ijSsistance 

coupled Hith local initiative and effort, is the great new opportunity- --

and imperative- - -for progres s and freedom in this hemisphere in this 

decade . 

(END) 
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Ladies and gentlemen-

This is Senator Hubert Humphrey, reporting to ;you 

American, in every part of the countr,y. 

CL-v"V-1 , ... '-'flf 
- l ,·' J-Yb' 

This 1s not an issue which we in Minnesota can gnore, just because 

the most dramatic and critical developments are in the southem states 

And it is not an issue which can wait ••• and watt ••• and wait for 

resolution. 

One hundred years ago, President Lincoln issued the &nancipation 

Proclamation. The Negro in America is stUl waiting for the ftlfillment 

(more) 
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of the promise of that proclamation. The Negro in America is etUl 

waiting for this Nation 's commitment to give eve17 oitiBeD his fUll 

a.)~ I civil and constitutional r.lghts as a citilelle ~ 

Vice President Johnson expressed it best in a recent ~. 
. cJ \- w ~~J f 1 

The American Negro, he said, has run out of patience. 
( 0 .A A.J -;. ~ .,.;'lv:;-i.-

__.. \./ '-'1.1 "" V'IJ'\ '-"} 

The result 1a on the front pages of our newspapers todq 1 and 

11 
at the heart of our we•w•••a ocmsoienoe aa a oountey. The Negro or 

America 1a no longer willing to wait tor his rights as a oitiaen. 

J I J /) 
He wants '""treedom nov, and 1s acting to lf1n it. / ~t D.rc.-~4 

IY\_ ""'-'. /' c •'f, . 
v~ ~ ~ 

The steps he is taking to win his edom todq are more determined, 
I 

. ' 
better organized and more effective thal ever before. Through a policy 

of non-violent action, he is moving ahead to demand the basic rights 

_) "-.~r I A r 
I 

assured for all Americans by the Constitution. 

"\ • PI .{_ 

Fr~, be is moving taster than the courts 1 the government and 

the Congress. And he is r ight to move. He can no longer be expected to 
r:>...rj 

wait for promises, or plans, or statements ot hope. 

(more) 



• 
1 

-- .3 --

The courts h~ moved ahead on civil rights.~ The Administration 
Jv~ -110f-t- ~. , 

'\./C L~ of President Kenneey• through the Justie Department. has moved ahead 
-JJ _)J "' _Aj ~ "") " ~ '~~ '"' ,-rrh-1 -rv t- \,t\· . "-4 

~..., ~ _ .... v... /\1 ' 
in the field of civil rights. The Congress is preparing to engage in 

a lemg6 and probably bitter6 debate to move ahead on civil rights. 

But the issue we face todq is not just a poll tical issue. It 

can not be resolved only- by plans, program$ or new laws. All are needed, 

and action on all fronts is necessar;r. But the ultimate victoey for 
~~ W>Jv ~ ', "\f'\.'\ 

civil rights, the final f\ll:f'1llment of the Emancipation Proclamation, 

can ccme only through a commitment of the conscience of the American 

people to give all ci tizena equal opportunities and equal justiee and 
J.. 1::1~ I 

~ 

rights. 

President Kennedy correctly identified this issue as a "moral 

crisis,.• '!'he meaning of those two words is si:q)let The basic problem 

todq is not just legal, political or even social. The basic problem 

requires a moral decision by eve17 American, because this is also a 

(more) 



-4-

IV formal duties in the coming weeks or months wUl be to work 
v~~"'-"'b 

for a stronger ci'Vil rights program in this a sion of Congress. 
~ G..A,'\." ' 

But as an individual American, I will also hope and prq for a new 

dedicatim by' every citizen to eliminate the tra~ or d1scrim1nat1CI'l 

and bigotry from every community in America. 
( '"\ ' I 

I mean by' this that gv, ry American will not sit by and think 

"it•s a problem of the south.J I•a not involved." Every American who 

ever ovemears a remark which d1spl818 bigotry 1e involved. And it -
does not acU;e• matter where the State or the c011111unity u. 'lbe citizen 

who ••••••tOutaa sees or hears an expression or exaP.le of bigotry or 

discrilaination ia involved. And it be s~ nothing, or looks the other 

wq1 he is morally guil.ty for a part of the criaia we have toaq. 

e/'1.1'\-~ l 

I am confident that a new cl.i:mate is llevelop1ng in our Nation • 

I an confident that our people are mabure enough and possess the degree 

., u.. . J. 1 . """"\ c t:r r.-f\ .. 1 , 

ot goodness necessary~ resolve the issue of civil rights, and bring the 

i\tlt1llment of the &!anoipation Proclamation this year. 

(l!M>) 
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SUGGESTED OUTLINE FOR 14 MINUTE HUlffiiREY TV REFDRT---FOR RELEASE JUNE 16, 196$ 

(no guest) 

1 -- Introduction of program by Bob Coar. 

2 -- Opening remarks about "three important issues" facing Congress and 
the Nation. 

3 - The first and most critical is civil rights . 
stress, as did the President, that this is a '~oral 
cr1s1s . And_, as the Vice President said , 11The American 
Negro has run out of patience. 11 Hention that the 
Courts , the LXecutive Branch and Congress are moving 
to act for progress on civil rights , but that the issue 
involves every American in every comuni ty of the 
Nation. That there v.ras , for 100 years , the promise 
of full freedom from the Emancipation Proclamation--~ 
and now the Negro is acting to Hin the fulfillment of 
that promise . 

on the President ' s important speech and announcement at 
American University in Hashington "last week" in 
which he announced that the u.s. vfill refrain from 
testing· in the atmosphere as long as other Nations 
refrain, and that we will participate in high-level 
talks for a test ban agreement in Hoscow. Hention 
the President's courage i M taking this step, and 
stress that you have long taken the position he 
announced . Refer to the Dodd- Humphrey Resolution, 
co- sponsored by 34 Senators- --and the continuing need 
to reduce the chances of proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and contamination of atmosphere. That the 
atmospheric test ban by the U. s . is only ''a first 
step'' and should not be considered an alternative to 
a comprehensive treaty banning ~ tests . 

5 -- Last , a report on your speech at the International Conference on 

\ 
Social and Economic Development. Congress soon will be 

in debate on foreign aid. The argument of "foreign aid 
is not popular back homen is nonsense : Gallup Poll reports 
58 per cent of people favor and support our foreign aid 
program. Need for understanding---support for foreign aid 
is 40 per cent higher among those who are well- informed on 
the program. Refer again to "Unqualified successestt : the 
Harshall Plan, Point 4, Food for Peace, and the Peace Corps . 
And today, the challenge is the Alliance for Progress 

PatJ{yff~H tt--t'J /) ($'ufsr ,, ~ wt:£lr6 ,z ,~o 1-1 Nc;w f( 
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THIS IS WASHINGTON ••• AND THIS IS SENA'roR HUBERT H. 

HUMPHREI, OF MINNES01'A. TODAY, THE SENATE MAJORITI 

WHIP REPORTS ON THB K>Sf CRITICAL ISSJES FACOO 

COHClllmS AND THE NATIOH. lDI 1 HERB IS SENA'!OR 

HUMPHREY ••• •• 
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Bob Coar: This is Washington, and this is Senator Hubert Humphrey of 

Minnesota, the Assistant Majority Leader of the United States Senate 

reporting to the people of Minnesota. Senator Humphrey . 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: WEll, thank you. Today I am going t o take the opportunity 

that is afforded me to tell you how a program is constructed, or how it is 

designed by the President, and then presented to the Congress . And, I 

believe that we have a good case in point in the Civil rights program 

presented by President Kennedy recently to the Congress of the U. S. 

Now, from time to time, I have shared with you the discussions that 

have taken place at the White House in what we term our personal legis­

lative meetings with the President . As you know, we regularly meet with 

President Kennedy every Tuesday morning for our breakfast meeting, a 

brief breakfast and sometimes a rather long discussion on issues that 

face the country and on the programs that are to be presented to the 

Congress or are now before the Congress. These meetings are attended by 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Majority Leader of the 

House, and the Majority Whip; they are attended by the Majority Leader, 

Senator Mansfield of the Senate, the Secretary to the Democratic 

Congress in Senate, Senator Smathers, and myself as Majority Whip or 

Assistant Majority Leader. And at these meetings with the President 

and the Vice President we try to plan out a program of action before 

the Congress and indeed share our thoughts with the President on matters 
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of international concern and of domestic importance. Now, let's just dis­

cuss the creation of the Civil Rights Program. Well, we know of one thing 

that the whole issue of Civil rights came into sharp focus by the many 

demonstrations that have taken place in our community throughout the nation. 

The problems in Birmingham and Oxford and Jackson; the racial tensions we 

have witnessed in Boston and New York and Chicago and Detroit and yes, 

in Minnesota in Minneapolis. All of this has brought the country to 

a recognition, to a realization that something more needed to be done 

to guarantee civil rights for every American and to protect the human rights 

that a free citi~n in a free democratic nation has and is entitled to 

by his citizenship, and by his very person. Let me first of all set the 

definition straight. By civil rights we mean legal rights, rights that 

are guaranteed by the Constitution of the U. s., rights that are guaranteed 

by our Bill of Rights, rights of citizenship, that there shall be equal 

chance, equal privileges, and equality before the law. This is a con­

stitutional provision and a constitutional declaration and right. Now 

those constitutional provisions are carried out by statutory law, by 

the Congress, by, of course, state legislatures, by the President in . 

his executive capacity, and then by the courts. In recent years, the 

courts have been the protectors of constitutional rights or civil rights 

and then the executive branch of our government has taken positive and 

affirmative action. For example, there is no discrimination in the 

Armed Services; men and women in the Armed Services are treated equally, 

they are treated vdthout any regard to race color or creed. They en-
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joy equal privileges, equal responsibilities within their respective or 

within their respective activity. Now Vlhen you get down to the isaue of 
are 

human rights, however, you/talking not about the constitutional problem, 

but a moral issue. Because human rights are what are declared in our 

own Declaration of Independence when we say that all men are cre~ted equal 

and they are endowed by their ereator with certain inalienable rights. 

And we list them as: Life, LilDerty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. The 

Declaration goes on to say that governments are instituted among men 

to secure these rights. Now human rights are in a sense not only moral 

but spiritual, because each individual is equal in the eyes of our Maker 

and in a free society, in a democratic society that is p~edicated upon 

certain spiritual tenets, certain ideals and convictions such as human 

dignity and freedom of conscience and brotherhood of man. Then human 

lights take on the moral aspect. So vre put civil rights as legal and 

constitutional and human rights as moral, and in a real sense spiritual 

And there can be no angument it seems to me that every individual is 

entitled to the full realization and fulfillment of those rights. So 

the President of the United States has given us leadership--both moral 

and political now--en this great fundamental issue of our constitutional 

civil rights and our human rights. Hmv did this message of his, this 

powerful message, this dramatic message, how did it come into being? 

What happened, how was it formulated? What took place in the many 

weeks prior to its presentation to the Congress of the United States. 

I am sure that you heard and you read that for several in advance of 

this great message of the President and the program that he presented to 



-4-

us, that something was going to happen here in Washington that the 

President was going to act, that a message was forthcoming. Well, I 

sat in on those deliberations, and I can tell you that every aspect 

of that message every paragtraph every single item in the message was 

discussed in detail by the President and his advisers, by the executive 

branch as well as those of us here in the legislative branch. I was one 

of those who urged upon our president the 

Well this particular telecast film that is coming to you had to be inter­

rupted just a menent ago because I was required to go to the Senate Floor 

at onee to cast a vote on the Area Redevelopment Legislation and the 

extension of the Area Redevelopment Program, and the vote was 67 to 30. 

This is a piece of legislation by the vTa.Y that is the Administration 

sponsored, one that I have been privileggd to co-sponsor. The Senator 

from illinois, Mr. Douglas was the floor leader on this bill and did 

an admirable, and many of our Minnesotans remember our Mr. Douglas very 

well. Well, AR is good news for many of our Minnesotans, particularly 

up in NE Minnesota, and it means nmr employment opportunities, it means 

nevr economic progress for our state. I am very happy. 

Now let me get back to this civil rights matter, and just try to tie 

it down for you for a moment. I was t alking about the process of how 

we, the process of p r eparing a message and a legislative program. 
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The consultation that has taken place. And it was my privilege to 

sit in on those consultations as I told you. I was one of those 

that urged that the President take plenty of time to develop this mess­

age, that item could be gone over carefully. I have urged and recom­

mended that a consultation be broadened not only to the members of 

Congress and to the executive branch but to the private sector, the 

public itself. And you know our President is met with the great spiritual 

leaders, the lawyers, the labor leaders, the educators and many others 

to ask their participation in the fulfillment of the promise of human 

rights. Their help in the designing of legislation, the problems of 

human rights, and their help in the designing of legislation, And I 

believe that one of the most encouraging developments thus far is that 

so many of these leaders and the private sector of our economy, in educa­

tion, in labor, in business, and in all the many other areas have taken 

the initiative in their home towns, in their respective groups to see to 

it that any form of discrimination is done away with and that new opport­

unities are being opened for people of every race creed and color in our 

country. Well, this legislative program was developed day by day, week 

by week; we had many conferences, every time I returned from Minnesota 

I would be called to sit in on a meeting at the White House. Many, many 

hours went into it. And I am happy to say that the program that was 

finally presented to the Congress was a comprehensive program that .will 

do great good if we can adopt, and we are determined to pass it. The 

President's message was a masterpiece, it was not only a great moral 

document, and that it was, but it was an effective political documen~ 
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in the sense that it laid out a legislative program of action as well 

as a community program of action. The President recommended to us 

the extension of the Civil Rights Commission to hear these civil 

rights matters, to do honest objective probing into them. He re-

commended new protection of voting rights, and every American ought 

to be entitled to that vote. How can you deny a man a right to vote 

when you ask him to serve his countlry in war, when you ask him to 

pay taxes, and yet so many Americans were denied that right . There 

is a presumption of literacy, for example, if you have a sixth grade 

education. There was another part of the message that placed right 

cases that go to court at the head of the docket in the courts so 

they wouldn't be delayed because justive delayed is justice denied. 

And then there was the community services program, instead of trying 

to settle everything by law, by edict and by court order, we have 

a kind of conciliation service to 1vork with the agreed parties, to 

try to settle ' these differences between the races and the problems 

at the community level. And then there -vras the over-all ban on 

d~scri.mination wherever Federal funds are used on every Federal 

project. I strongly recommended this, and I -vras happy to see the 

President accept my recommendation. And finally there was this matter 

of the public accommodations to see to it that certain public and 

private facilities that people are not denied access to those facilities, 

like department stores, and drug stores, and lunch counters, and restaurants, 

and motels and hotels, not denied access because of race and because of 

color. Now we've got to close this citizenship gap in our country. 
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You can't afford to have any free nation that tries to lead the whole 

world in the paths of decency and freedom second-class citizens for 

certain people. There is only one kind of citizenship in American 

states, and that is first-class citizenship. And let's keep it that 

way, make it that way. NoW this means more than just legal rights 

though. It means jobs too, and one of the best parts of the civil 

rights program and one that I personally worked on and I'm sure I've 

talked to you about it before was this huge program of training education 

of vocational and technical education, for the large number of people, 

and many of them Negroes, people of Negro decent who have had little 

or no training, that this program go to them to upgrade their skills 

to give them skills so that they can fit into the industrialized 

urbanized society, Thousands, yes hundreds of thousands of these 

people came fram rural areas where there is little or no education 

no experience in the industrialized life. This was included in the 

program. Now I want to race along for just a moment, because another 

matter is closer at hand and at heart. The President has had a triumphant 

tuur in Europe---particularly into Germany. This is good for America. 

The President has established once again his leadership as a world 

statesman, many people said he shouldn't go, there are always those 

timid souls, they said what good will it do if he goes? He is walking 

into trouble. My answer to this is that the world i~ filled with 

trouble, and if you are going to have to live in this 1-rorld, you are 

going to have to do something. And I think that President Kennedy 

has done something about it. His statement, his message at Frankfurt 

Germany 1-ras a tremendous document. It was a great document. Pleading 
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for Atlantic unity, and reminding the Europeans that freedom is in­

divisible, that if Enrope becomes divided from the U. S. it will 

only weaken the U. S. and Europe . That we face a powerful enemy 

in the toteli tarian communist forces, that vle must be united . I 

think this message was a ringing answer to the critics of the Presi­

dnet's trip, and more than that it was a positive statement and 

approbation of American leadership for the Atlantic Community to 

build a great free area of the world, that is invincible not 

only in pmv-er but invincible in terms of ideals and its democratic 

tradition. The President is doing a great job and representing 

our country in the chancellories of the world. And there is 

another good pieee of news . The elections took place in Peru. 

I am so pleased because this means good things for the Alliance 

for Progress . You may recall a year ago the military set aside 

those election results . This time the elections have taken place 

and a democratic a democrat that begins with a small 11 d11 a man 

that believes in freedom has been elected to president of Peru . This 

is a good sign for the Alliance for Progress . Now these are some of 

the developments of recent date, I ' ll see you two "iveeks from now 

and I hope to have with me a guest that will be of interst to you . 

Thank you. 



TV SCRIPT - SENATOR HUMPHREY ON CONGRESSIONAL REORGANIZATION 

TEsr BAN, CIVIL RIGHTS 

BOB COAR: This is Washington, and this is Senator Hubert H. 

Humphrey of Minnesota. Tcxle.y, the Senate Ma.jori ty 

Whip reports on the most important issues facing 

the country. 

Here is Senator Humphrey. 

SENATOR: Well, thank you. First I want to report to you 

what has been a topic of discussion here in the nation's 

capitol. Namely, that this session of Congress will be a 

full session. Jokingly, and yet very seriously, we S8iY' 

that "plan your Christmas dinner in vlashington." Now, sane 

people will se.y that this is because there has been stalling, 

and there has been procrastination in the Congress, but possibly 

there is a deeper meaning to it all than just politics. It 

seems to me that the time is long overdue for our recognizing 

that the business of the Congress is a full-time, year-round, 

all-the-time business. We are victims in these institutions 

of government, and social structure of what we call tradition. 

And because over the many years and in fact decades and generations, 

we have looked upon Congress, or sessions of Congress as being 

less than a year, or in the earlier de.ys being two or three 

months, twenty-five Ji1K years ago, let's se.y just five or six 

months. We have gotten into the habit of talking about eongress 

as if it ought to adjourn somewhere around the first of July 



.· 

-2-

or the middle of the summer. Now this hasn 1 t happened since 

1940, that's 23 years. It seems to me that after at least 

20 years of a practice and experience Wfiich is contrary to 

all of the fiction and all of the tradition, that we would 

begin to think in tenns of reality. So I se:y that the 

Congress should plan its work for 12 months, not for 10, 

not for 8, not for just a few weeks, but we have a big job 

to do in these days of emergency and international tension 

and we ought to be here on the job. Now this doesn't mean 

that we can 1 t plan sane time awe:y, like ordinary people ought 

to have. Sane tilne with family, a few week s vacation in order 

to get back to your constituents, with your loved ones. This 

is done in factories, in every business house in the nation, 

and it shrely ought to be possible for the members of Congress 

to work out the program of their work or their schedule, but 

there is same time to live a relatively normal lige. I say 

"relatively" because, speaking of my own experience, my work 

keeps me on the job, 10 to 14 to 16 hours a de:y. I do not 

expect to have a really normal existence. Weekends that we 

have are either spent in travel, or if you cane back to your 

home state, it means meetings; so that you don't really plan 

on a canfortable weekend out in the boat in the lake, you know. 

What you plan on is a little change of pace. Therefore, I 

recamnend that not only should we revise the procedures of 



.· 

-3-

the Congress so that the procedures are designed for modern-day 

government responsibil.ities, we should also revise and re-schedule 

the term of Congress. A full year term, and let's quit kidding 

ou:bselves. We have to be here, and we are going to be here. Just 

out of necessity. Now, speaking of other changes that have to 

take place, and changes that I think ought to take place, just 
having 

let me cite one or two other examples. Right now, we are/hear-

ings on the so-called nuclear test ban treaty. I went to Moscow 

along with several other Senators and the Secretary of State 

to be present for the signing of that important treaty. It 

was a very historic and important occasion, and the visit to 

Moscow gave me an opportunity, once again, to see developments 

in the Soviet Union. But when we came bahk, the President sent 

the treaty to the Congress, and under the rules of the Congress, 

that is the rules established in the 194o's, this treaty is 

supposed to go to the Foreign Relations Carmni ttee. And we are 

suppqs~k to "nave . an that Committee, and I serve an it, we are 

supposed to have canplete jurisdiction over the hearings and 

over the testimony, and over the processing of this treaty, 

and then report it back to the Senate. Are we doing that? 

Of course not. And why not? Because the developments in 

weaponry, the developments in terms of National Security re-

quire that other committees of the Congress be brought into 

play, be brought into the act so to speak. Therefore, we 

have a meeting right now; the three committees, Foreign 
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Relations, the Joint Committee on Atanic Energy, and the 

Senate Armed Services committee, listening to the witnesses 

taking testimony, cross-examining witnesses on one of the 

most vital issues evet,J before the Congress---a. treaty 
or 

with the Soviet Union relating to the limitations if the 

poohibition of further nuclear tests in the atmosphere, 

under water, and in outer space. Now I mention this to you 

because it only shows how out-of-step and out-of-ia.te you can 

get, and it also shows the reluctance of the Congress to 

change when it ought to change. At the executive level of 

government, we have what we call the National Security Council. 

This is the body that advises the President on national security 

matters, in fact, the President sits with the security council 

and determines foreign policy, anddefense policy, military policy, 

for our government and our nation. The National Security Council 

~ doesn't just consist of the President and his generals; 

it consists of the Secretary of De~ense, the Secretary of State, 

the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, all of the 

military services, and others. Because even the financing 

of a program has sa:nething to do with our ca.paci ty to defend 

ourselves. Now, if the President needs a National Security 

Council to advise him and through which he can work to come 

to a judgment and a decision relating to the very security 

and survival of this nation, then, don't you think the Congress 

needs sanething simila.r2 Why should ·we expect a. Secretary of 
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Defense, or the Secretar.r of State to run around the Halls of Congress? 

Like he was pl~ing hop-scotch or skip-and-jump from one Committee 

to another. Therefore, Senator Humphrey has prpposed that we establish 

a Joint Committee on National Security, consisting of representatives 

of the House of Representatives and the Senate in the fields of 

foreign policy, foreign relations, atomic energy, the armed services, 

and appropriations. A sort of super cabinet, if you please, for the 

Congress, where the Secretary of State can came and talk and consult 

and receive advice and exchange views. I think that this is 

absolutely required. Now I am hopeful that you' 11 take an interest 

in it too, because this is modernizing the machinery of the Congress, 

and I am rather surprised that there hasn't been more interest in 

this proposal. Oh yes, same of the professional people in public 

administration, in the national security agencies that are interested. 

But the American people ought to know that if the Congress is to 

have any hand at all in national security matters and foreign 

policy, it has to modernize its machinery to particilate. You can't 

participate in the space age with a Model-T Ford. And you can't 

participate in the atomic age with firecrackers, and Congress cannot 

participate in the great decisions, that is participate effectively, 

in the great decisions affecting this nation. Decisions which 

ultimately must be carried out by the President of the United 

States. Unless the Congress equips itself to do so. So I 

say, let' s stay to work full time, let' s modernize the machinery 

of Congress so that we can do our job. And speaking of that 

--
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I have made a second proposal, and it relates to trade. The Joint 

Committee on Foreign Trade. Yes~ putting the two Houses of Congress 

together, instead of pretending that we're enemies or separate 

bodies, why don't we act as if we are a representative body. Foreign 

trade is vital to the national welfare. Foreign trade is involved 

in our national prosperity or its involved in unemploy.ment if we 

don't have it. And foreign trade is the difference between a de­

ficit in our balance of payments, an outflow of gold, or it IllS¥ 

mean a surplus in our balance of payment, and an inflow of gold. 

Foreign trade tod:ay in the Congress, where do you find any responsi­

bility for it? I have been here for 15 years, and I must say that 

it's like the best-kept secret. You don't know which committee or 

what cammi ttee has jurisdiction. Where are we supposed to go 

to find out what Congress thinks about these matters? The Committee 

on Finance that handles taxation, well now that is perfectly 

obvious, its perfectly obvious to me at least that the Committee 

that handles the tax problems of Congress has sanething more to 

do than just look at foreign trade. I better put it another way, 

that foreign trade is sort ofit of its jurisdiction or frame of 

reference. Because tartffs in the early days were so important 

and because tariffs were revenue-raising measures, and tariffs 

were a kind of import tax. The Fina.n.ce and the Ways and Means 

Committees took jurisdiction over foreign trade. But foreign 

trade today effects our military security, it affects our econanic 

policy, our foreign economic policy, it affects our foreign relations, 
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and I think we better modernize the machinery of Congress in this 

aspect too. If we are going to have any foreign trade, and if we 

are going to have the people back hane properly represented in 

the Congress and in this government by the members of Congress 

on issues of foreign trade. Now, let me jump quickly to this 

test ban matter. We have just a few minutes left. 

You know, this treaty that we have been holding hearingson is 

one of the most important treaties that we have signed in many 
it 

a decade. If/is ratified, it will be the first significant 

treaty that the Soviet Union has signed for many years. Now, we 

are not relying opon trust or the good will of the Russians in 

this treaty. We can't do that, you know that. We are relying 

on our detection system, on our own national security system to 

see to it that this treaty is enforced and to see that there is 

no evasion of the treaty and no violation. If there is violation 

we can withdraw immediately. If the Russians should start to 

test nuclear weapons, we can start to test immediately. The 

President has told you that we are going to be in a state of 

ready alert with all of our testing facilities, our laboratories 

geared up ready to go, including our scientists. The teams of 

scientists are held together. We all continue to do underground 

testing, we will continue to try to improve our system of detection 

and identification. This is a significant treaty. It could be the 

turning point in our relationship with the Soviet Union. It could 

and I s~ could lead to better and further developments. But it 

~ not. We ought not to expect too much. But we can say that at 
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least this treaty can and will slow down the nuclear arms race. Would 

it leave us in a bad position, or we would never have signed it? Does 

it mean that we will have no defense against missiles? Not indeed, 

the testimony proves tothe contrary. Does it mea.nli that it will 

leave us in an inferior position with the Russians? The answer 

is no, the answer is positively "no". What does it mean? It 

means that it has advantages on both sides, it permits a better 

use of resources, e.g. economic resources. And I think one of 

the reasons the Russians signed this treaty is that the Russians 

need money and they need the economic resources for domestic develop• 
reason 

ment, for their agriculture for example. I think another/the Russians 

signed this treaty is because they saw that we would fight, and with 

nuclear weapons, if need be, like last October in the Cuban crisis. 

Premier Khrushcheve had to look nuclear war right in the eye, and 

what he va;w, he didn't like. And I think that Mr. K. realizee tbdey 

that his major enemy and opponent is in China, Camnunist Chilla.. And 

he is worried about the fact that the Chinese Camnunists may get 

nuclear information, and nuclear weapons. I think that he also knows 

that we have massive power, and that we can outstrip him in power. 

And this administration, has by the way, added to the power of this 

country. The military power, the economic power, and I would aey, 

yes, the moral power of the United States throughout the world. 

So you see, there are good reasons for the signing treatyand for 

it being brought to a vote for ratification. Unless other develop-

ments come about, the developments that I can't foresee now, I'm 
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A going to vote for this treaty. nd I am going to do it because that 

it is in our best national interest. 

Now finally, we are going to have to act and pass this session the 

Civil rights legislation, the ta x legislation. Many people have 

said "well, one ought to , cane before the other." All that I want 

to say is that they are tied together. One of the most important 

rights a manJ has is a right to a job. And the civil rights issue 

will always be a top issue as long as there is unemployment. We 

can help both the econany and our people by passing these important 

bills in civil rights and tax reduction. I shall support them. 

Thank you very much. 
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INTERVIEWED BY: Howard Ko Smith, 
1\BC Commentator ~ 

~iR e SHITII: This is Howard Kt Smith in Washinr,ton~ 

The question of the hour is, will President Johnson 

be able to r,et some action out of our reluctant Congress 

on Capitol flill. The man best able to r,uess at some 

answers is one who bears the deceptively violent title 

of Senate Hajority l'lhip, Senator Hubert Humphrey of 

Minnesota , And Senator Humphrey should know :- partly because 

it is his job to ~ct the le~islation movin~ and partly 

becaw.;e he thou.~ht most of it up ::myhow , 

He is the author§ or co-gauthor of the Pe;Jce r.orps; 
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the Food for Peace Pronram, the Nuclear Test Ran 

Treaty, Medicare and the main clause of the Civil Ri~hts 

Bill, and many other thines. 

The Wall Street .Journal once said "flubert Humphrey 

has solutions for everythinr., iJlCluclinr. some problems 

that have l'':>t yet come jnto existence," 

!lis bir; pro~lem now is very much in e>ristence., It 

is that ~reat, hi~ a~Prer.ate of lethar~y and inertia 

called the United States ron~res~. 

(J.\nnouPcerr.ent) 

THE ANN0UNCE R: Nol.; for the anstr1ers to tt-.e is~ues • 

the Senate t-1ajority l'Jhip, Senator lluhert Humphrey- nemocrat 

of ~1innescta, To interview Senator Humphrey, J\~C Commentator 

floward K. Srni th ~ 

HR. SHITH: Senntor, what about it, do you think 

the denth 1 the traumatic e>rperience of the de~th of 

President Kennedy ~nd the rise of President .Johnson will 

chanpe anythinr. in a durable way iP the pro~pects of 

Rettin~ ler.islntion throuph Conpress? 

SP.NAT0R IHJ~1PHPF.Y: Well, there may he some chanr.e~ 

"The" c.hanne that has taken place is :.1 nreater emotionnl 

interest in some of the lepislative proprnm~ thnt the late 

President Kennedy ac1vanced nnd that nm~ lan~uish in Conr.ress . 

I don't think there is any doubt hut what there is a ~renter 

sense of urr,ency ahout th~ civil rir.ht~ lc~islation~ for 

example" and the t ;:.;x bi 11 ~ and President Johnson is deep I y 
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committed " And I want t(~ emphasi1e "deeply <"ommitted." 

two measures as liv1n~ memorials to the work and the 

sacrifices and the ideals of the late President Kennedy, 

HR. SHITII : Now it seems fairly clear that the House 

is ~oinr. one way or another to pass this civil rir.hts 

bill, but the m~in hlock is that filibuster in the Senate, 

Do you think a filibuster can he broken up? 

SENATOR lllJMPlJRF.Y: I afl'l convinced the lfouse wi 11 pass the 

Civil Rir.hts Bill pretty much as it came from the 

Judiciary Cofl'lmittee, which is a very effective hill~ It 

is comprehensive and r.oes even ~ little further than 

President Kennedy's messar,e on civil rir.hts to the Conr.ress 

last summer. 

Then we cof!'le to the Senate , It has heen our strate~y 

a 11 alonr. that He '~anted the Bouse to ~ct first, hecause 

the bill that comes from the House will he as much ns the 

Senate could possibly pass . Some people think it will be more 

than we can pass ~ 

I am convinced that we can pass the House hill, Now to r.et 

directly to your ~uestion. will we avoid a filibuster 

or will we he faced with one? I think we ounht to ~ace up to 

the . fact thAt there will he a filihustero I see no reason 

to expect that our Southern collear,ues ;md some of the more 

conservative Repuhlic1'!ns mif!ht nnt enr.ar.e in a rather 
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pl'"otracted filihuster and if that 1s the case, we have to 

meet it with Pqual determination, 

I have alway~ believed that we could hreak a fi~ibuster 

if those of us who really believe in civil ri~hts lecislation 

are willinn to stay there and make the same sacrifices that 

the filibusterers are willinp, to make. In other words, 

you have to meet their will, the will of that 

minority bloc with an equal will of the majority bloc, 

and if you do that, vou can fir~t of all net clotureo 

Now to ~et cloture. which means to have two-thirds 

of those present and votinn to cut off dehate 1 or to 

brinp, the question to a head so we can vote on the issue 1 

in order to Ret that we are ~oin~ to have to have 

Republican-Democratic cooperation, It has to he biparti~an 

and civil ri~hts has plenty of room in it for Republicans 

and Democrats alike and I believe it is a bipartisan 

issue ,. 

We are going to need the cooperation of the Minority 

Le ader, Mr. Dirksen o We are r.oing to need the cooperation 

of most of the forces of the Republican Partv if we are 

~oinR to be able to hrinr. to hear at least 45 or 46 of 

the Democrats . That is a r.ond two-thirds of the Democratic 

majority . 

If we can ~et tho~e two blocs wnrkinP to~ether and . . . ~ . \ 

be willinn to really fnce up to this issue, we can net 
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cloture and if we canvi, Mr . Smith, there is just one way 

to handle that~ and that is the battle of attrition , It 

just means who can last it out . And I am for, numher one, 

tryinR to ~et cloture if a filibuster developsf and t expect 

it will, and number two, if we fail in cloture, I think 

there is only one other thin~ to do, and that is what 

President Johnson did when he was Hajority Leader of the 

Se r.1 ate o As he used to say "Brim~ in the cots," which 

means that you just stay in the Capitol and you last it 

out, you fi~ht this hattie out on this line if it takes all 

winter, and all summer, and I helieve that is the only answer 

to it .> 

MR . SMITH: Now about four years ago on the polls there 

were three front-runners for the Presidential nomination 

of the nemocratic Party. One was Mr , Kennedy, who not the 

Presidency, the other was Mr~ .Johnson, who is now President,. 

and you were the other ~ 

Can you r.ive me an assessment of .Johnson? I think 

the · hi~ReSt thin~ he has done ~~ far is to persuade the 

conservatives he is their man and the leherals he is their 

man , 

Where will he end up when it becomes clear where he 

stands? 

SF.NATOR IHJ~IPfiRfY: I hel ieve President .fohnson is 

convincinf! most Am e ricans that he is their man , fte made it 

~uite clear when he talked to the husiness advisory nroup 
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and the Amerj can foe de rat Hm of I.ahor-rro F.xecut i ve 

Committ~e what kind of a man he was lie had "a" messap;e, 

he didn ' t have two messages , He had one messap,e for them. 

He said he wasnvt pro-labor and he wa ~n · t pro-business . 

T beljeve what he was saying is that he is pro-people . 

Harry Truman used to '5C\Y -- a fightinr. man from 

Missouri -- the only lohbyist the people have is the President 

of the United States , lie said "He is the people's 

representative . He is the on~ man in our government 

who is elected by all the people -- the President and the 

Vice President he represents the national consensuse" 

And I am convinced that President Johnson feels that 

he is the cAptive of no one~ and I don,t think he is . He 

is a v~ry independent-minded persona So that 

I am convinced you are noinR to see in President Johnson 

~n activist, I am convinced that you are goinp, to see 

a wan who wear~ no man's collar, who will speak up his 

convictions and will basically follow the patterns laid 

dow~ by President Ke~nedy~ 

I want to make this point to you: The program of 

the late President Kennedy was not just President Kennedy's 

pTORram . That urogrAm was hammered out in the councils 

of the Administration ~ Of course the President advanced 

it and he v:1.ve so Jrlltch of himself to it, llis own 

articulHrtion of it~ his own ideal s within it , Rut I happen 
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to know ~hri~ President t1ndbrt Jbhn~on. a~ then Vice 

President. worked with President Kennedy to develop this 

program . It wasn't just a personal loyalty to 

Pres idcnt Kennedy that ~1r o .Toh nson had. It was an 

ideolor,ical loyalty, it was a pror.ram loyalty, 

it was a dedication to the prop,rams and the policies of 

the Kennedy Administration. 

Nmv thos e basic policies witl, indeed some adaptations, 

because of differences in personality, those basic policies 

will he followed by President Johnson . Remember the line 

in his nessar,e to us in Conr,ress: "Let us continue," and 

I think that is the key ~ 

HR .. SHITH: Now you have to deal in your position with 

tactics and strater,y in Conp,rcss. Of the two hip, pieces 

of lep,islation, the tax cut and the Civil Rir,hts Bill, which 

do you think should he handled first? Is there any p,ood 

reason to handle one before the other? 

SENATOR IHJMPiiRF.Y: Well, I have my ot.,rn feelin~s about 

this and I thour,ht at one time that I had heen 

able to persuade all interested parties that those 

observations or feelinp,s were proper and rieht . I have 

been of the opinion that. '"e should pass in the Senate the 

Civil Rir,hts BilJ first, hut there may he a chanr,e in that 

strate~y and if it comes earlv, it won't make too much 

difference , 



~:v vlP\·1 hils he-en this, that for the Conr.re<>~ to r.et 

tangled up in a ci vjJ ri~hts filibuster in the late part 

and the latter part nf the c;ccond se~sion lvould he 

very iniurious to the Cnnr.res~ as an institution and as a 

nemocrat I think it would he politically hazardous and as a 

citizen T think it would he unforr.ivahle hecause civil 

rir.hts, civil rjghts is a primary priority issue. It 

is not only a political issue, jt is a moral issue. and we 

have to face it as a moral issue. And to put off that 

great moral issue too lonr. I think corrupts the body politic . 

Furthermore, I believe that it could, if you put it off 

too Jonr.. it C•"·llld result in violence in the community, 

great disillusionnent ancl at best a very unfortunate 
' 

and ugly situation . Therefore I want to get at the civil 

rights pror.ram as ~uickly as we cane I think it oupht to 

come first. But jf we can r:et t(lxes first~ for example, early 

in .January as I think we can and dispose of the 

tax bill jn the Senate, and I hope pass it in the Sennte 

1n, let's say not later th<m the latter part: of .January, 

and then move immediately into the civil rir.hts pror.ram, 

it would he all right, 

I prefer to have taxes come secon d, because there 

are so nany r.oodies in the tax packare nnd I think it is 

better to hold out those re\-Hlrd~ for <1ft e r the period 

of your trial and o.t: ym•r tribulation , 



~m < SHlTII. Excuse Me for this interruption, Senntor 

llumphrcy , 1/f> w1Il he hack in n nonent with r10re issues . 

(AnnounceMent:) 

rm. s~tiTil : The hip, action of the moment in Conp,ress 

is an effort in the llouse hy people who want the Civil 

Rir,hts Bill voted on to get a discharr,e petition, 218 

sir,natures to r,ct it out of the Rules Committee, which i~ 

oft ~ n a block . no you think they will succeed in r,ettinr, 

that discharr,e petition? 

SENATOR !!mAPftREY: The only way the clischarr,e petition 

could succeed is if it has bipartisan cooperation. There 

was earlier this week the desire to use the discharge 

petition route, hut since the President has had that 

memorable conference with the Hinority Leader of the 

llouse of Representatives, Hr. Halleck, \oJhere ~1r~ Halleck 

has proAised his cooperation on civil rir,hts matters, and 

sl~ee Judr.e Smith of Virr,inia has spoken up savinr. he would 

hold the hearinr,s of the Rules Committee in early .Tanuarv, 

I don't see much chance for the di~chnrr.e petition at this 

stare 

Let me mRke it clear: The le<\clership -- that is the 

Congressional leadership r,rnup that meets with President 

.Johnsonf is determined I speaks not only for the 

Senate hut in the fiouse in this -- is determined that if there 

is anv dela y nn c::learin~ the Civil Rir,hts Bill that the 
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work thr n ll!'.h th{' nnrmal routP..:;, the- normal proccuures, thrtt 

is thf' bette-r \v;lV to Jo lt , But jf th:-~t procedure uocsn 1 t 

work rapidlv and cffectjvely~ Prc .~itlent .Johnson has made 

it crystal clear that he Hon ' t sit around idly wnitinp, and 

waitinc: and \vaitinr. for hearin~s and hearinr':~ ·z lie wants 

actione 

J think the one word in President .Johnson's messap,e 

to the C:onr~ress was "action." "Let's c:et c:oin .(T," "Not 

only let's hegin, let's continue, let's h:1vc action," 

and I think we have an action President c 

HR~ SHIT!!: \'/ell, now the new President has almost 

a lef!endary reputa t ion for p,ettinr. thinp,s out of 

Conp,ress.. Do you think that that was a reputation that 

wa ~ tied to his place in the Senate and can't be transferred 

to the Hhite !louse? Are we kiddinp, ourselves that he can 

do more than ordinarily could he done? 

SENATOR !JIJHPI!REY: Nell, ther e isn't any doubt that 

his role as a P1·esident is much different than as the 

Majority Leader in the Senate ~ As the Majority Leader he 

was there every day, he had an intimate workinr. ncquaintance­

ship with every issue, with every little detail of every 

bill and also may I add, with every member of the 

Senate , They received lvhn t is we 11 known as the "Johnson 

tre a t men t r" as \·:e used to c nll it. 
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~-1R .. SH!TII : Reporters r.ot that . 

SENATOR IltJHPHREY: Reporters r,ot it too . Ne 11, 

this treatment produced amaz i nr. results . But now as President 

he can't have that much time to r,ive to the Conr.ress and 

to the Senate , However, he knows it ~ lie comes from the 

Conr.ress, nnd the House and the Senate , IJe understands every 

movement and every procedure of the Conr,ress . He is in a 

sense a Conr.ressional man that now has been elevated 

to the hir.h office of the Presidency and he has r,reat 

leadership qualities . 

I think everybody knows that . If there is one 

chance in a hundred to get a hill out of Conr.ress, I 

predict that President Johnson will be able to r.et it out 

of Conr.ress, because he knows every little area of the 

Congress, every little movement of the ler,islative process 

and he knows the personalities and the characteristics 

of every member of the Conr.ress ~ 

~m ; S~HTI! : Let me ask you some r,enernl quest ions 

about that Conr.ress that he must deal with , It has acted 

very little this year -- only four out of 12 routine 

appropriation hills \<~ere passed by the ber.inninr, of this 

What is the matter with Conr,ress? 

SENATOR JIU~1 PIIREY: Oh• well, now, we are goinr. to do 

much better than thnt, Bv th e t im e we len ve he re for the 

Christmas recess, ive . .;ill l1ave all nf the appropri at i on 

week 
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hills na~c;ed, with one exception~ nnd th:1t tvill he the 

forei'!n 4\hi :~rl"rnpri1l.tio'1~ and we can take that up-- it is 

on a continuin~ hnsis riPht now-- wP can take that 

~p in enrlv January. We will have adopte~ over 60 percent 

of President Kennedv's re~ommcndations to the Conrress 

by Oecemher 20, in the first s~ssion. Thic is a rather flOOd 

record . We will, I think, he able to ~ive to y0u good 

men of the news Media and t0 the American puhlic a ~ood 

accountinn of our activities . 

But the problem that we faced 1n the Conp,ress this 

year isn't so much procedural as it has ~een that we have 

come to ~rips with two or three of the tounhest 

issues of our time . For examplep in the Senate we had the 

railroad dispute which t0ok several weeks, we had the 

nuclear test han treaty~ which took several weeks -- this 

was a hard-foup,ht issue -- we have had in the other body 

the tax hill, and the Civil Rights Rill hanr,inr. over us in 

both hodies .· 

I think, as I have said to some of my friends. the 

civil rights issue is like a political tumor. Until 

that is removed~ you can not expect the body politic of the 

Congress to he very healthy, and that is why I want to get 

at it . Let's get at that Civil Rights Bill, Everythinr. 

is being slowed downr every procedure of Confiress is heine 

slowed down by those who aYe anti-civil rir.hts ler.;islation, 
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and we have p,ot to do something about that particular 

problem first~ 

t-1R ~ SHITH: Is the Civil Rip,hts Bill really the main 

explanation? Now in .January we shall enter our third year 

of talking rthout a tax cut. In April of this year the 

British decided they ought to consider a tax cut. In 

six weeks they had introduced a bill 1 debated it 

thoroughly in two houses, and passed it, and here we haven't 

had a vote in both houses of Congress yet 1 

Isn't there somethinfl more wrong than just 

the civil rights? 

SENATOR IHJ~1PHREY: Yes, I think there is somethinp, 

in our whole Congressional process and procedure and 

institutionalization that needs some revision. But the 

British system, of course, is much different than ours. 

If the cabinet in the British r,overnment is unable to 

produce results on a major issue like a tax bill, the 

government collapses ~ llere we have the separation of 

powers. The President did not make recommendations to 

us two years ago, I think we ou~ht to remember that . 

I was one of those who thou~ht the late President Kennedy 

should have recommended a tax bill in the 87th Conp,ress, 

but he did not, and there were reasons for it . 

The economy seemed to he goinr quite well, and there 

was considerable controversv within the Administration 
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as to th~ desirahility of a tax measure. This tax measure 

did come down in the first part of the SRth (on~ress, and 

it is a tremendous tax bill. I must say in all respPct 

it has almost 400 paces of detailed tax changes and 

adjustments. You don't just come-- it isn't just a tax 

cut,you knmv. People say "Jiow come you can't just cut 

taxes?" Because that isn't what \ve are doinp,. There 

are all sorts of adjustments and chan?.es in tax policy, 

tax legislation, and what we call certain t~x r,immicks, 

for lack of a better phrase . And the Senate of the 

United States has just ROtten ahold of this tax 

bill within the last two months. 

Now I think there has been too much delay . 

Don't misunderstand me. But I don't think you can expect 

five or six weeks' action on a major piece of lep,islation 

in a bicameral system such as we have~ The !louse of 

Lords in Great Britain doesn't have much to say about 

taxes, hut I p,uarantee to you that the Senate Finance 

Committee h2s a great deal to say about ito 

MR v SHITII: It has a r,reat deal to say, and let 

me ask you frankly about this problem: committee chairman-

ships. Now Senator Byrd is the Chairman , Senator Ryrd is 

hostile to it and Senator Byrd is a Democrat . He is 

maintained by Democratic support. Yet in three elections 

he has refused to support Democratic candidates. Is it 



right for Democrats to support a man who constitutes an 

obstacle against le1;islation proposed hy Democrats? Isn ' t 

there sonethinr. h'ronr, '"ith that system? 

SENATOR fllJ~1PllREY: Hell, there is sonethinr, wronr, 

with the system, and I haven't been able to find out 

just what the cure ise I noticed in introducinr. me you 

said sonethinr. that the \~all Stree Journal had 

a stateAent to the effect that I had Aore solutions than 

there were prohlems n Well, I don't have all the solutions, 

may I say ~ I recognize there are more proh lems , I can 

only say this about Senator Byrd~ lie is a oonservative, and 

he has four.ht against many of the Administration 

proposals. I find myself votinr, opposite of Senator !larry 

Byrd most of the time, hut he has not, in all fairness -- and I 

think we our.ht to he fair about this -- he has not 

deliberately slowed down the tax bill , I believe that the 

recent news reports indicate that he has committed himself 

to President Johnson to see to it that this tax bill is before 

the Senate in January, and I say in all fairness, a tax 

bill that we received in November, in the middle of 

November, that means that we have had 15 days 1n November, 

20 days in Decemher, and after all there were week-ends 

involved there, and there were some holiday periods involved, 

and we moved into the middle of .January, That is not 

too lonn for a tax bill that revises the entire tax structure 
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nur prohleM was that we received the tax hill some 

ei~ht or nine months after it had been introduced into 

the Honse of Representatives, T am not tryinr. to be critical 

of it. I siMply point out that Hr. Brvd with ail of his 

conservative inclinations -- and he is a conservative, 

Southern Democrat ·- he has not p,iven what I call 

administration support ~ Nevertheless I find him a man of 

i11tep,rity, I find him a man of p:ood will. I do not find 

that he has, by premeditation, tried to hlock the tax 

bi 11 , fie is ap,ainst the tax bill. He is ~oinp, to vote 

against the tax hill, He has told the President that 

he is p,oinp, to do it, but he is also r,oinp, to permit it 

to come up to the Senate of the United States for a vote 

and that has been my main arp,ument. 

Let us have a chance to work our will on the bill ~ 

MR ~ SHITfl: Let me ask you some more questions about 

Conr;ress and what may possibly be wronp, with it .. 

Now as you know, and it is no secret, there has been 
the leadership of 

criticism of/both houses since Lyndon Johnson left and 

Sam Rayburn diedn One doesn't hear a stronp, wordf much 

less see much stronr. action . Is that criticism justified? 

SENATOR HlH1PIIRF.Y: Not fu 11 y. IVe have pas sed very 

important ler,islation. The Congress of the United States 

in 50 years has never been able to pass Federal Aid to 
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Education . We have done it, and we are ~o1n~ to have it 

on the President's desk hefore Christmas , I think that is 

rather significant. 

As I said, we will have adopted over 60 percent of all of 

President Kennedy's recommendations to the Conr,ress by 

the end of this first session~ I don't think that is a 

bad record. 

Furthermore, our appropriation process these days 

is becoming extremely complicated~ I have indicated in 

many an address to students, for example, that the 

legislative process of the Congress needs to be updated. 

There needs to he more joint committees to expedite action 

instead of having Administration witnesses appear first 

in the House and then in the Senate~ 

We need to put some priority on legislation, That 

is part of the leadership role, decidin~ what we want to take 

up first,. 

I believe that we need a Joint Committee on National 

Securityt for example, so that we can more properly 

study the problems of foreign policy in national security. 

We need a Joint Committee on the Examination of the 

Budget, so that the ConJ~re ss can work consistent 1 y on 

budget Matters and not sporadically, I think these are some 

of the thinr.s that we could do, 

Furthermore, I nm pos i tively convinced that we need to 
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staff the Corwress of the !Jnited Stntes in 

term$ of technical ~tnff~ profes~ional staff, hetter than 

it is , IIlith the ever-increasing tendency for power 

to gravitate towards the Executive. the only way that you 

~an r,ive a~v balance of power -- we not separation of powers, 

sir. If von are r,oinr, to have balance of 

po~er vou have to be ahle to equip the ConRress with the 

brainpower, the technical staff, the administrative staff 

that equips it to come to nrips with the problems with which 

we are presented by the Executive Branch. 

MR . SMITII: I want to ask you about one more criticism, 

and it is one that is often made in this time when 

America is an extreMely wealthy country, billions are 

made in fortunes by interests. It costs a lot 

to he elected. A few Senators have decided to announce 

publicly their sources and resources in order to clear 

themselves of any possibility of suspicion of beinr. 

influenced . 

Why is it all Senators don't aflree to that? 

SENATOR llm-1Pf!REY: I think it would be a flOOd idea 

if all Sen~tors rlid it . I think we should do it exactly 

as the Cabinet officers should do it and I would suggest that 

th~Te be some reputable heyond reproach or suspicion 

reservoir or place that we could file, for example, 

our incowe, our sources of income, the properties we 



19 

may own, th~ stocks we may own, There are certain members 

of the Congress that don't want to just put it out for 

everybody to whack away at because Congressmen are not 

appointed officers~ Congressmen are elected officers, 

and elected officers are subject to a constant chipping 

away process and a constant competitive process 

every day of their life. It is a little different 

than a Cabinet officer , But I think there our.ht to be 

a place where we can file our income, our sources of 

income, our properties, where they are subject to examination 

and where the people know there is no conflict of interest, 

MR, S~UTII: Excuse me for interrupt inr. you once 

more . In just a moment we will be back with ISSUES AND 

ANSWERS ~ 

(Announcement) 

MR. SMITH: One of the biggest questions of the 

election year now ber,inninr. is, who is goinr. to be the 

Vice Presidential nominee for the Democratic Party~ 

Now as you know you have been talked about in the 

papers~ What qualities do you think Johnson needs in 

a Vice Presidential nominee? 

SENATOR HUMPHREY: l'iell, first that selection will 

of course he made primarily by President Johnson. I 

say that because any Presidential nominee has a r.reat 

deal to say as to who will he his runninr. mate. Theoretically, 
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and I suppose formally it is made by the convention, 

Now vour ~uestion is asked: What ~ualities. Now the 

issue. or the question of qualities. or characteristics 

of a noninee have been brouRht into sharp focus because 

of the trar.ic assassination and death of President Kennedy , 

'The whole matter of succession to the Presidency, or the 

matter of protectinr. the intep,rity and continuity of our 

governmental structure is a very serious matter and it 

needs to be looked into ar,ain. 

I believe that the Vice Pr~sidential nominee of any 

party must be one \vho has had experience, if not in r,overnment, 

at least in civic affairs 

~~R , SHITH: I am sorry I have to interrupt, hut I am 

sure that is the main qualification, However, that is all 

the time we havee Thank you very much, Senator Humphrey, 

for being with us on ISSUES AND ANSWERS .. 

THE ANNOUNCER: Today's r,uest has been Senator Hubert 

Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota~ Senate Haj ori ty Whip, · He 

was i ntervie'"ed by ABC Commentator Howard I(. Smith, 

Next week at thi~ same time ISSUES AND ANSWERS will hrinr. 

you the Under Secretnry of State, the flonorahle Georr,e Ball 

We hope you will be with us . 
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