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I guess I don't have to tell this distinguished audience that 1964 is 

an election year. 

And I guess that means I don't have to repeat the familiar refrain that 

1964 is a crucial year. To politicians, all election years are crucial. It's like 

that old remark that all women are beautiful. Only, as you know, some elections are 

more crucial than others. 

I don't think it's an exaggeration, though, to say that 1964 will mark 

a major turning point in the history of this great nation -- a year when the great 

fundamental issues that have been troubling us for decades will be decided. 

As a liberal -- and as a Democrat -- I can tell you here and now that 

the administration of President Johnson and the Congress will meet these issues -­

the issues of civil rights and the war on poverty -- and carry on the work started 

by our late beloved President John F. Kennedy. 

But as a liberal I want to point out that 1964 is also the year when we 

must take stock of our talents and our resources and face up to the reality of an­

other generation of even more staggering problems at a time when we're still strug­

gling with our old ones. 

It's easy enough to point out some of the more immediate problems: 

-- Should the richest nation in the world have one of 

the highest rates of unemployment? 

Should the richest nation in the world have the least 

security for its elderly? 

Should the richest nation in the world be content with 

some of the dirtiest cities, the most crowded streets and the 

most shameful slums? 

-- Should the richest nation in the world be satisfied 

with overcrowded schools? 
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-- And should the nation that is the leader of a world that is 

half-colored continue to deny or ignore the God-given rights of its 

own colored citizens? 

The easy answer to all these questions is a simple, "no. 11 The richest 

nation in the world should be a proud example. 

But as the old saying goes -- things are easier said than done. 

The liberals of this country will have to face up to the fact that it's 

not good enough to point out what's wrong with the richest nation in the world. And 

it's even worse to wring our hands and cry over and over again about mistakes of the 

past and denounce the same old villains. 

I, for one, don't want to waste my time denouncing the sins of the past 

even if they are Republican sins. I want to point the way to a better life in the 

future. 

I am a positive liberal. The liberalism of complaint and denunciation 

does not satisfy my sense of public duty nor my progressive spirit. I believe in 

the liberalism of advocacy and action. 

He need criticism -- good constructive criticism. This is the oil that 

makes our democratic machinery function. But instead of the lop-sided emphasis 

that's being placed now on what's wrong with our society and our institutions, I 

want a little more positive criticism that points toward solutions. 

He need the harmony of advocacy and the joy of affirmation. 

The time is at hand for this country to face the harsh facts of an age 

where several revolutions are going on at the same time. 

This country now has a full warehouse of problem conditions that can 

present us with either great opportunity or profound crisis. This country is burst­

ing l-7ith population grmvth. It is exploding l-7ith knowledge. It is gro"t-1ing in v1ealth 

and stands at the pinnacle of lvorld p0\-7er. And the movement of our people and the 

fast pace of social change is almost beyond belief. 

All of these conditions give us an awesome responsibility. But they also 

give us an unmatched opportunity. 

Just think of the things we must do to carry out a program that will help 

the people, give progress to the Nation and insure peace in the world: 

-- We must secure civil rights for all our citizens. One hundred 

years ago the Negro l-7as freed from slavery. Today he must be guaranteed 

the freedom of full citizenship. We must correct what has become a 

11citizenship gap11 ·in ·this country the gap between the promise and the 

fulfillment of our Constitution and the Emancipation Proclamation; the 
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gap between the promise and the fulfillment of our great free enterprise 

system. 

We must destroy poverty. There may always be a lower third or 

a lower fifth on the vertical scale of some impersonal computer -- but 

one-third or one-fifth of our people should never live below the level 

of decency. People are not statistics. They are human beings. 

-- Our economy must grow in all parts of the country. It must 

develop in the great heartland between the Alleghenies and the Rockies 

as well as on the crowded shores of our sea coasts and the Great Lakes. 

-- Automation and technology must create new jobs, not more job­

less. It must make boom towns, not ghost towns; build new factories, 

not retire idle plants. 

Old age should be welcomed with serenity and lived in dignity. 

The ills and infirmities of old age are not a fault, not a shame. But 

the shame and the fault will be ours if we leave the elderly in neglect-­

unwanted, and uncared for, living from day to day, hand-to-mouth, in some 

lonely rooming house, dreading the day when illness will rob them of both 

their money and their dignity. 

-- We must make education, which has become a necessity for all, a 

reality for all. And we must make sure that education is not just an 

interlude of leisure for youth but is a challenge that prepares them for 

the joy and experience of living. 

We must rebuild our cities, revitalize our rural areas and 

broaden the base of our economy. 

We must provide for wholesome leisure-time activity and recrea­

tion and make it available to all. 

And now more than ever we must conserve our natural resources. 

The press of population and industrialization places a new, even more 

urgent emphasis on conservation. 

-- We must explore the unknowns of outer space with a massive ef­

fort on our own part and in a cooperative effort with other nations. 

-- Above all, we must preserve the peace of this world. The days 

when peace can be used as just another propaganda word are gone. The 

harsh conditions of a new age demand constructive action, not mere lip 

service. 

We liberals have faced awesome problems before. The man whose birthday 

we honor tonight -- Franklin Delano Roosevelt -- brought this nation out from the 

depths of a great depression and really saved our free enterprise and democratic 



-4-

~ystem. He then turned his great talents to saving the 't-lorld from the power-mad lust 

of Adolf Hitler and the militaristic ambitions of the Japanese warlords. He envi­

Sioned a world of freedom. He envisioned a world of law and order -- a society of 

United Nations. 

Harry s. Truman carried on the great tradition of Franklin Roosevelt and 

led the fight to save the free world from Communist domination. 

And most recently this nation was rescued from eight years of inbred 

apathy and indifference by John F. Kennedy, a vigorous young President who revived 

the idealistic faith of our people, got this country moving again and gave to 

humanity the hope of peace. 

John F. Kennedy not only gave us the inspiration to move this country 

forward, he also gave us the tools, the sinew and the strength so that now the Pre­

sident of the United States can talk about peace. He can negotiate for peace, and 

not negotiate from fear. He can negotiate from strength, not from weakness. And 

now 't-Ie can command respect from the Soviet Union to a point where they are willing, 

at long last, to talk more reasonably and sensibly about the problems that exist in 

the 't-lorld. 

All these contributions from the great leaders of the past nm-1 must be 

consolidated and advanced by President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

I can assure you here tonight that President Johnson is pledged to the 

programs and the principles of John F. Kennedy. 

I want all of you to remember those great '"ords in President Johnson's 

address to Congress shortly after the funeral of President Kennedy -- "let us con­

tinue. 11 For those three 'tvords sum up the central theme of the Johnson Administra­

tion. 

I can tell you that the Kennedy program will be carried out by the new 

Administration because President Johnson was an inspirational member of the team that 

set forth that program. He was a part of it. He was a most important member. I 

know. I sat there with those men. I worked with them. And I kno'tv \ole 't'lill continue 

the Kennedy-Johnson program. 

I realize that many of my liberal friends -- especially in the North -­

have in the past expressed their doubts about President Johnson's commitment to the 

cause of civil rights. 

I want to set those doubts to rest right now. President Johnson is in 

this fight to the finish. His commitment to civil rights comes from a long family 

background of deep respect for the dignity of the individual. It also stems from 

his close association 't-lith Franklin D. Roosevelt and his early familiarity with the 

ugly pattern of discrimination against Mexican-Americans he observed when he lvas a 
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young scho'ol teacher in south Texas. 

1-Je have today in the Hhite House, as if it was almost an act of -- well, 

indeed, it was an act of fate -- a man from the South \vho will lead this nation into 

a united program of equal rights for all. What a great opportunity this is for 

America. 

Civil rights is the great unfinished business of our time. But it is 

not the only critical problem we face. Equally important indeed, it is intima-

tely connected with the issue of civil rights -- is poverty. 

Twenty million Americans live in such abject poverty that they must do 

without the barest essentials. Another 26 million live at the ragged edge of just 

minimum standards. These t~vo figures add up to one out of every four Americans. 

This is a disgrace in the richest nation on the face of the earth. And 

I \vant to say now that I totally reject the logic and the moral implications of any 

candidate for public office who says the poor deserve their condition because they 

either want to be poor or are too lazy to do anything about it. 

What sort of logic is this? How callous and indifferent can you get? 
in 

The men, \vomen and children living/poverty today are those who have been left in the 

backwash of our economic life -- shunted aside, forgotten. They're the first-fired 

and the last-hired. Hhen the economy dips their plight gets \vorse, and even when 

the economy rises they can hope for very little. 

This is a condition that will grow in America unless we take positive 

steps now. And I warn that unless we do take steps to get at the roots of poverty 

in this country, we will be in for serious trouble in the years ahead. John L. 

Lewis \vas speaking the truth when he said that history warns us that 11all forms of 

government fall when it comes up to the question of bread -- bread for the family, 

something to eat. Bread to a man with a hungry f amily comes first -- before his 

union, before his citizenship, before his church affiliation. Bread! 11 

But we don't have to wring our hands and fear future disorders. We can 

win this war on poverty. A start has already been made in the President's messages 

to the Congress, for they have startled the comfortable in our society to an alvare-

ness that there is too much poverty in our age of plenty. 

To take advantage of this start we must embark on new and expanded edu-

cational, housing and public works programs. We must have a 1:medicare11 program, a 

Youth Conservation Corps to take our jobless boys off the streets, and a Domestic 

Peace Corps to work in our hospitals, our mental institutions and with the children 

in our slums and on our Indian reservations. 

Let me say a special word here about medicare, which is a soundly fin-

anced program of medical care for the aged under Social Security. 
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t.Je are a growing nation at both ends of our age scale -- more babies at 

the bottom and people living longer at the top. In both cases this is due to the 

finest medical service in the world. But this is a service that costs money and we 

must find a v1ay to spread the load to help those '-1ho are no longer working. 

The dignity of old age must be respected. Illness is not a crime that 

must be paid for by financial poverty or the shame that comes to many t1hen they are 

forced to accept charity. The young have a duty to help the elderly for the young 

that do not respect age must soon come to hate their mvn destiny. 

I spoke earlier about hov7 this country is expanding with population growth 

and exploding with knm-1ledge. Hhen I ,.,as elected to the Senate in 1948 the popula­

tion of the United States ,.1as 150 million. Since that time this country has added 

more people than the total population of Great Britain. By 1975 this country will 

have 225 million people. 

Just think of what this will mean in terms of new problems! Economists 

speak about the "multiplier effect" v7hen they talk about business conditions -- that 

$10 spent tends to turn over and cause $30 or $40 in additional purchasing pmver. 

Hell, let me tell you the "multiplier effect" in social and economic problems 

brought by this population growth is infinitely greater than any 4 to 1 ratio. 

In addition to this population growth we've had a tremendous shift in 

population in this country and it sho,·7s little sign of slowing down. The big city 

areas are getting bigger. The smaller tovvns are getting smaller. The rural areas 

are drying up. And the heartland of America is being drained by the migration to 

the sea coasts. 

And if you think all this is bringing staggering problems, throw in an­

other even more complex factor -- the incredible pace of automation and technolo­

gical advance that is remaking our entire industrial economy. And then add to that 

the multiplier effect the new tax cut will have on further industrial research and 

development. This surely will mean more automation, more fantastic machines, more 

people thrown out of work. 

Hhat are ,.,e going to do u ith these people? How are we going to keep an 

economy going where much of the production is done by machine? Machines don't buy 

products, you know. 

One ans,ver is that the federal government -- vlOrking closely with the best 

minds in the universities, in private industry and the labor unions and in state and 

local governments -- must channel all the energy it can into coordinated research 

and planning to insure that this nation has a balanced economy. 

Franklin Roosevelt \'las bold enough to make a reality of the dream of a 

Tennessee Valley Authority and he brought new hope, new life, new industries and 
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riel'l jobs to an entire region. 

Today, we must be bold enough to deal with even greater challenges. He 

must find the imagination to do extensive regional planning that \'lill broaden the 

economic base of all sections of the country. This is the type of grand architec­

ture we need to give scope and purpose to the miracles of automation and technology 

so we can turn these wonders into a "boon and not a bane to humanity, 11 as President 

~ Johnson said. 

I think one of the first steps ,.,e must take is to create a Commission on 

Automation, Technology and Employment so we can get ready for the comprehensive plan­

ning that is essential. I have introduced such legislation to carry out one of the 

proposals in President Johnson's State of the Union message. 

He also must take bold steps to meet the challenges of the future by im­

proving education at all levels -- from the day care center for pre-school children 

to the post-doctoral studies in the great universities. 

The new industries of tomorrow 't-lill require technical and scientific skills 

that millions of Americans do not have today. He have just made a start in Congress 

by providing for greater efforts in vocational education. He must go further, though, 

and learn more about the needs of tomorro\·7 so He \·lOn' t be teaching people skills that 

are obsolete. 

We have made a start on manpm.,er re-training. But here, too, \'le have much 

to learn. He also must continue the effort to keep our young people in school -- to 

emphasize to them again and again that the real New- Wealth in this country is the 

w-ealth of knmvledge and skilL 

I'm optimistic enough to believe that we can meet these challenges here at 

home. But I'm also realistic enough to know that it would all be meaningless if we 

couldn't find a way to live l'lithout war. 

Since that day in August in 1945 \..:rhen the first atomic bomb \..:ras dropped on 

Japan the whole concept of total war has changed. Since that time we and the Rus­

sians have learned that there are no winners in an atomic ,.,ar -- and very fevr sur­

vivors. 

But we in this country have also learned that we cannot \..:rithdraw from the 

atomic arms race with Russia or anyone else unless we have sound safeguards against 

any cheating. 

We realize that the road to peace could \'lell be a thousand miles long, but 

we are prepared to follow the advice of the old proverb and take the first step. We 

did that under President Kennedy and nov1 President Johnson is taking up the task 

anew with his recent proposals to Chairman Khrushchev and the disarmament conference 

in Geneva. 
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Since 1961 we have made great strides toward achieving a permanent peace 

thanks largely to the efforts of four great people \>7ho are no longer with us: 

Dag Hawmarskjold, who gave his life for the United Nations, fighting 

to prevent a civil war in the Congo. 

Eleanor Roosevelt, whose very personality and spirit was an embodiment 

of the noble aspirations of all mankind. 

Pope John XXIII, who had only a short time to reign as Supreme Pontiff 

and kne\>7 it, but who Hith complete serenity and confidence promulgated one of 

the great documents on peace of all time. 

Lastly, John F. Kennedy, w·hose life was struck down at a time v1hen he 

had set his nation firmly down the path to peace. 

Our task -- indeed it is our solemn duty 

started by these great world leaders. 

Let's get on with the job. 

1NNfo 

is to finish the work 
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MESSAGE TO ADA 

TO BE DELIVERED BY SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY 

a.~.tR~tt~ 

j ' I send greetings to ADA and to your d~ ~ 
on the occasion of your 16th annual dinner honoring the 

memory of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

This year your dinner takes on an added significance 
I 

because you are also paying tribute to the memory of 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy. 

~I never cease to marvel at the contributions President 

Roosevelt made to our society . . the Fair Labor 

Standards Act, the National Labor Relations Act, the 

Social Security Act , the first great housing act , to 

say nothing of his early warnings about Fascism and his 

~ 
leadership in the war when it came. 
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\ 

~ I was a Roosevelt man, lock, stock and barrel. 

In many ways he was my spiritual father;-

President Kennedy did much in the cruelly short ..,._,____..... ___ _ 
time we had him as President. But perhaps the greatest 

legacy he left his countrymen was a renewed faith in 

ourselves and our institutions. He made it possible for 

all of us to believe , again , that a peaceful world can 
.......-----

be built on this earth. 

~So, I am honored to join with you in the memory 

of these two valiant patriots. They made this country 

larger , wiser , stronger. 

~ADA gave them useful assistance. 

One of your hallmarks has been the capacity of your 

organization to see beyond the immediate. In so doing 

you helped create a climate of public acceptance for 

necessary solutions. 
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An example was your recognition so many years ago 

of the desperate plight of the poor in this country, and 

your attempt to bring the_ pr9blem i~to political context 
------

for solution. Another. was your early advocacy of a 
--=:;;::=:> 

test ban treaty, long before such support was popular. 

~You understand the importance of electing good men 

to high office. Without good and courageous men 

in positions of leadership , all that we want to do and 

all we need to do will never get done. 

~y your work and your purpose continue in the 

course of freed om, justice and peace. 



LIBERALS AND TEE CHALLENGE OF TOMORROW 

Speech by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 
ADA Roosevelt Day Dinner 

New York City 
January 30, 1964 

~I don't have to tell this distinguished 

audience that 1964 is an election year. 

And I don't have to repeat the 

familiar refrain that 1964 is 

say that 1964 will mark a major turning point in the 

history of this great nation - a year when the great 

which have been challenging us for decades will be 

faced squarely. 

- --
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~ ~s a liberal - and as a Democrat - I can tell you 

here and now that the administration of President Johnson 
'"\:::.:::=-"" -r===-
and the Congress will meet these issues - the struggle 

for civil and human rights, the war on poverty and 

deprivation, ... the search for international security~~ 

• in the nuclear age - and will carry on the workA ~~;e.G 

~~"Joved President,, Jolm F. :Kenned:>:n 

~t as a liberal I want to point out that 1964 

is also the year when we must take stock of our talents 
fiE. e : 

and our resources and face up to the reality of another 

generation of e ven more staggering problems at a time 

when we're still struggling~ith our old ones. 

~It's easy enough to point out some of the more 

immediate problems: 

~-Should the richest nation in the world 

have one of the highest rates of unemployment? 
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~-Should the richest nation in the world have 

the least security for its elderly? 

~Should the richest nation in the world 

be content with some of the dirtiest cities, the 

most crowded streets and the most shameful slums? 

~hould the richest nation in the world be 

satisfied with overcrowded schools? 

~And should the nation that is the leader 

of a world that is half-colored continue to deny 

or ignoreP'tf!!t=f/~ts own colored 
A ----- ~ 

citizens? 
If ___ ...... =_ 

The easy answer to all these questions is a simple, 

"no." The richest nation in the world should be a proud ----
example. 

~But as the old saying goes- things are easier said 

than done. 
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(The liberals of this country will have to face up 

to the fact that it's not good enough to point out ~hat's 

It 

wrong with the richest nation in the world. And it's 
::::::;;=== 

even worse to wring our hands and cry over and over 
--- ~ ~== 

again about mistakes of the past and denounce the same 

old villains. 

~, f~ne, don't want to waste my time denouncing 

the sins of the past - even if they are Republican sins. 

want to point the way to a better life in the future , 

a bipartisan future for Republican and Democrat alike. 

~ ~ am a positive liberal. The liberalism of 

complaint and denunciation does not satisfy my sense 

of public duty nor my progressive spirit. I believe 

in the liberalism of ad vocacy and action in behalf of 

people, progress , and peace. 
~ - = ? 



~\~I 
~A We need criticism 

-s-

~ 
I 

constructive criticism~ 

This is the oil that makes our democratic machinery 

function. But instead of the lop-sided emphasis that's 

being placed ~on what's wrong with our society and 

our institutions, I want a little more positive 

criticism that points toward solutions. This is my 

conception of liberalism - and it is yours~Let us join 
----------------------------~--- A 

in the harmony of advocacy and the joy of affirmation. 

~The t~=e is at han~ this country to face the 

harsh facts of an age where several revolutions are 

going on at the same time. 
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now has a fUll warehouse of problem 
"~:;:: . -

conditions that can present us with either great 
'i'='= 

oppo~ity or profound crisis~ This country is bursting 

with population growth. <}t is ex;~~ng wit~~ a>v-J 

~t is growing in wealth and stands at the pinnacle of 

world power. And the movement of our people and the 

fast pace of social change is almost beyond belief 

=11---X::. S::SZ• $ 

t_ All of these conditions give us an awesome reponsibility. 

But they also give us an unmatched opportunity. 

Think of the things we must do in behalf of people, 

progress and peace: ~t!-u_J/~ 
::;:=- .~ 
~ ~e must secure civil rights for all our 

citizens. One hundred years ago the Negro was 

freed from slavery. Today he must be guaranteed 

the freedom of full citizenship. ~"!:;rr;EJII ~ 

1citizenship gap" :t1$ blti&" . I?V-a)! 
r' 



w~ ~ ~tfo ~c .,{~=:::::=J[.: 
~-~~between the pr~e and the fulfillment 

of our Constitution and the Emancipation Proclamation; 
~-~-----

;:( the.!;':;!' between the promise and the fulfillment of 

kw _e_:::::m::::u::s==t= d .... e=s=t,...r_o_.Y ..... P,_o_v_e ..... r ___ t _l; There may always 

be a lower third or a lower fifth on the vertical 

scale of some impersonal computer - but one-third 

or one-fifth of our people should never live 

below the level of decency. People are not 

statistics. They are human beings. 

~-~econo~ must grow in all parts of the 

country. It must develop the great heartland 

between the Alleghenies and the Rockies as well 

as on the crowded shores of our sea coasts and 

the Great lakes. 
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~--Automation and technology must create new 

jobs, not more jobless. It must make boom towns, 
~ 

not ghost towns, build new factories, not retire 
~ ·:::--::> ~ 

idle plants. 

~-Old age should be welcomed with serenity 

and lived in dignity. The ills and infirmities of 

old age are not a fault, not a shame. But the 

shame and the fault will be ours if we leave the 

elderly in neglect - unwanted, and uncared for~ 

living from day-to-day, hand-to-mouth, in some 

lonely rooming house, dreading the day when illness 

will rob them of both their money and their dignity. 

k-we must make e~~1;o~, which has become 

a necessity for all, a reality for all. And we 
~ 

must make sure that e?uc~on is not just an 

interlude of leisure for youth but is a challenge 

that prepares them for the joy and experience of living. 



-9-

rural areas and broaden the base of our economy. 

~We must provide for wholesome leisure time 

activity and recreation and make it available to 

all. 

~And now more than ever we must conserve 

our natural resources. The press of population and 

industrialization places a new~ even more urgent 

emphasis on conservation. 

~e must explore the unknowns of outer space 

with a massive effort on our own part and in a 

cooperative effort with other nations. 

~ ~Above all, we must preserve the peace of this 

world. The days when peace can be used as just 

The harsh 
--=---:::::"7 

another propaganda word are gone. 

conditions of ~demand constructive ~~tio~ 
~~ 



Delano Roosevelt - rescued this nation from the depths 

of a great depression and saved our fl~e&~~~Eb~~d ~ _____ ... 
He then turned his great talents 

to saving the world from the power-mad lust of Adolf 
,....... 

Hitler and the militaristic ambitions of the Japanese 

warlords . He envisioned a world of freedom . He envisioned 

a world of law and order - a society of United Nations . 
______ ,......,. ,....:;.... .. ~~- .-~ ff"Ai<~~·-~ ., 'i.<P.."/;1 

~And most recently this nation was rescued from eight 

years of inbred apathy and indifference by John F . Kenned:y.._..-
1!:>-~ ~ 

a vigorous young President who revived the idealistic 
~ 

faith of our people, got this country moving again and 
... ---

gave to humanity the hope of peace~ • 
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John F. Kennedy not only gave us the inspiration ~ 

he also gave us the tools) 
mzwz ?J5l 'l7 

~All these contributions from the great leaders of 

the past must be consolidated and advanced by President 

Lyndon B. Johnson~ 

~I can assure you here tonight that President Johnson 

is pledged to the programs and the principles of John F. 

Kennedy 
t 

(~Mk~) 
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those great 

words in President Johnson's 
~ 

to ACongress 

se three words sum up the central theme 

Johnson Administration. · 1 

~..t:u~~) ~-k_~~} 
The Kennedy program will be carried out by the 

Administration because President Johnson was a member of 
~~~q4 

the team which initially set forth that program. He was 

a most important member. I know. I sat with those men. 

11 )~vi). I 
I worked with them.~ I know we will continue the 

.!l 
Kennedy-Johnson program. And we will will! ~ 

. ' 
. "'l:. ' . , d 

• 



Johnson is in this fight to the finish. His commitment 

to civil rights comes from a long family background of 

deep respect for the dignity of the individual. It 

stems from his close association with Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. It reflects the President's concern over the 

ugly patterns of discrimination against Mexican-Americans 

he observed as a young school teacher in south Texas. 

We have today in the White House, as if it was al~ Jifp....-" 

an act of - well, indeed, it was an act of fate ..... - .r!iJI:? o-
Cl-man from the South 1-1ho will lead this nation into a 

united program of equal rights for all. What a great 
~. ··-""" ....... ,..,. 

opportunity this is for America. 



rights remains the 

un~ss ~of our time . But it is not the 

only critical problem we face . Equally important--

indeed , it is intimately connected with the issue of 
~ £~ "< ,.. 

civil rights - is poverty. 

Twenty million Americans live in such abject poverty 

that they must do without the barest essentials . Another 
:'""-----

26 mil lion live at the ragged edge of just minimum 

standards. These two figures add up to one out of every 

four Americans . 
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economic life - shunted aside, forgotten. They're the 

first-fired and the last-hired. When the economy dips -
their plight gets worse, and even when the economy rises 

they can hope for very little. __ ..... 



~This ondition .._. will grow in America 

unless we take positive steps 

wring our hands and fear future 

disorders . We can win this war on poverty . A start 

already been made in the President ' s messages to the 
~,,.._ .~ 'm;\""' I •·<• {\~~~ 

Congress. 

age of plenty . 
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embark 

on new and expanded educational, housing and public - ..---~~ "'.:~;~ 
' 

programs. We must have a "medicare" program ·· a Youth 
if! -, , ........... wa..~u-t'lol:~~"!'tf.! "~ . 

Conservation ·Corps 
---.:;..!ooi!llliD~~;Ml" 

••• s, 

in our slums and on our Indian reservation 



is 

charity. 

age must soon come 

·llion. 

\ 

of Great 1 



Ju in terms of new / 
/ 

problems? effect" 

$10 

tends to 

sing power . 

effect' in this 

greater 

ln aGditio~ population growth we ' ve had 

shows little sign of sl owing down. The big city areas 

are getting bigger. The small towns are getting smaller. 

The rural areas are drying up. And the heartland of 

America is being drained by the migration to the sea 

coasts. 



the incredible pace of automation and technological 

advance that is r~making our entire industrial 
~ 

- -•· ~« 4/u .IIJ#Lt/-1/MJJ#/(; 
f~~tblt<Ui~~, 

~ are we going to keep an economy going where much of 

the production is done by machine? Machines don't buy 

products, you know. 



univ 

in din 

and 

it 

t 

lv~.lv, ¥""-(Franklin Roosevelt 1-ras bold enough · to make a 

reality of the dream of a Tennessee Valley Authority 

and he brought new hope , new life , new industries and 

nevr jobs to an entire region. 

Today, we must be bold enough to deal with even 

greater challenges. We must find the imagination to do 
..._____-

extensive regional planning that will broaden the 
'1!1!!\."""'1""'•1\~~- "-"'~-.; 

economic base of all sections of the country. This is 

.... ______ ____./ 

the type of grand architecture we need to give scope and 

purpose to the miracles of automation and technology so 

we can turn these vronders into a rrboon and not a bane to 

humanity,n as President Johnson said. 
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=mllll~3ne of the first steps we must take is to 

()... ~drot 
create Commission on Automation, Technology and Employment 

so we can initiate the comprehensive planning that is 

essential . I have introduced such legislation to carry 

out one of the proposals in President Johnson ' s State of 

the Union message . 

~ ~ 
We also must take l:C4-1 steps to meet the .A challenges 

pf the f i :e by improving education at all levels -
4;...- : ,;;;o.;o..?.............,_ -

from the day care center for gre-school children to the 

post doctoral studies in the great universities.--~ 
~The new industries of tomorrow will require technical 

and scientific skills that millions of Americans do 

not have today. We have just made a start in Congress by 

providing for ~~f;ioDJll education.~) 
A We lliUSt go further . \-/e lliUSt learn more about the needs 

of tomorrow so we won ' t be teaching people skills ~pat 

are obsolete . 
= 
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~le have made a start on manpower re-training. But 

here, too, we have much to learn. We also must continue 

the effort to keep our young people in school - to 

emphasize to them again and again that the real New 

Wealth in this country is the wealth of knowledge and 

skill. 

-~~c enough to believe that we can meet 

these challenges relating to people and progress here 

at home. But I'm realistic enough to know that it will 

all be meaningless if we can't find a way to live iq 

peace with our neighbors 

Since that day in August in 1945 when the first 

atomic bomb was dropped ~~B.r· the whole concept of 

total war has changed/Since that time we and the 

Russians have learned t hat there are no~winners in an -----
atomic war and very few survi vors. - -
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( 

realize that the road to peace could well be a 

thousand miles long, but we are prepared to follow 

the advice of the old proverb and take the first step~ 

We did that under President Kennedy~d now President 

Johnson is taking up the task anew with his recent 
~ 

proposals to Chairman Khrushchev and the disarmament 

conference in Geneva. 

;( Since 1961 we have made great strides toward achieving 

a permanent peace - thanks largely to the efforts of 

four great people who are no longer with us. 

) Dag Hammarskjold, who gave his life for the United 
~~ 
Nations~ a 1 i. H uar in tl e £s.!sq.. 

/.. Elean_Qr Roosevelt, whose very personality and spirit 

was ~bOdiment of~e noble aspirations of all mankind. 



Pope John XXIII, who had only a short time to 

reign as Supreme Pontiff and knew it, but who with 

complete serenity and confidence promulgated one of 

the great documents on peace of all time.~ 

lastly, John F. Kennedy, ~~~ ot:aok ( 

·~ ~~ set his nation firmlY. 
1 

~the path to peace-.. ---_., 

To realize how far we have come in the last three 

years, let's look back for a while: 

·--three years ago the United Nations was 

in danger of collapse. Today it is a vibrant , 

vital force for peace. 
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--not too long ago - during the Cuba crisis -

we stood on the brink of a communications failllre 

--·· 
between the two great nuclear powers - and the future 

of the world being in the balance. have a 

direct "hot line" teletype communication between 

fNLJL<-> . -~ ~ 
the two most powerful men on earth. rrr~ 

--and a little more than a year ago only 

hardy optimists held out any real hope for --- ~ 
agreement on a test ban treaty. Now more 
" -It-

than 100 nations have joined us and the Soviet 

Union in signing this treaty. 

All of these are monuments to the memory of 

John F. Kennedy, a man whose entire term of office was 
~ 

dedicated to the "strategy of peace." .__-
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Out of his Administration came a new will and resolution 

for peace among the American people. He taught us that 

peace is a proce~- a long tedious process and, at -
times, a dangerous process. And he made us realize that 

you don't get peace just by wishing for it - you have 

to work for it. 

~Our task is to continue working for peace and progress 

~others may want to dig around in the political 

mud and muqk. While they are busy doing that, we will 

be busy at building a better America. Let's get to 

vrork! 

### 



MESSAGE TO ADA 

TO BE DELIVERED BY SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY 

1 send gre.tinga to ADA aad to youl" dinhel' gueeta on the 
occasion of your 16th annual dinne:ar h011odng the memory of 

FraJiklin D laao ooaevelt. 

"l'hla year your dtnne.r takee on an added aignilicance 
becauae you are ale-o paying b·ibuto to the memory of John 

Fitzgerald Kennedy. 

1 nev r cease to marvel at the contdbutioua President 

Rooaev t made to our aociety ••. the ab Labor Standards 
Act, the National Labor Relation• Act, the Social Security 

Act, the tlrat great houain act. to aay nothing of hil early 

warntns• about Fa•ciem and hie leaderahip in the war when 
it came. 

1 wa.a a .Roo11evelt roan, lock, stock and barrel. In 

many way a he waa my spiritual father. 

Preeident Kennedy did much in the crueUy short time 

we had him a• Preaident. But perhaps the greateat legacy 

be lett hia countrymen was a renewed faith in ouraelvee and 

O\U.' lnetit\itlona. H- made it poaeible lor all o£ ua to believe. 

again, that a p•ac•EQl wol'ld can be built on thie earth. 



• 

So, 1 am hOAOred to join with you in th memory of 

tbe1e two valiant patriot a. They made thia country larger, 

Wieer • •tronger. 

ADA gave them ueeful •••iet.ance. 

One of your hallmark• bae ~Men the capacity of your 

oYg-anisation to ••• beyond the immediate. 1n •o doing you 

helped create a ellrriate of public ac:ceptance for neeeeaary 

eolutione. 

An example 'W&e y-our Pecogmtion •o many year• ago 

ol the 40aptt~ate plight of the poor in tbl• .couutry, a.nd 

you~ attempt to b'dna the pl'oblem into political corltut for 

•olution. Another wa youl' ea:rly advoc:acy of a teet 'ban 

t~•atyA long befol'e •ueb •uppo~ wa• popular. 

You underataftd the importance ol elecUq good men 

to hish olfice. Without sood and courageou. mon in po1itiona 

ot le&d4U.'•hlp, all that we want to clo and aU we need to do 

wUl never get don • 

May your work and. you!' purpo•e continue in the coUI"'se 

of freed.om, Ju•tice and peace. 



' . 
• 

I sa I don't bav to tell t d1 t1ngu1 hed 

that 1964 is an el et1on year. 

polltleiana, all electi crucial. It•a like 

that old .rem&I'k th&t 1 n are ti . Only, 

gh, to 

say Jor tum! point in tb 

h1stoey or tbis great nation ... year 

ple pro s 

will 
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U ral- a.od a Ilentocrat I can te l youj 

nuclear 

by our late and belov Pre 1dent :r John • mectJ. 

8. liba 

and our 

. ve• 

It' 

ve o oft 

• • 

I vant to point 

at take stock o~ our tal ta 

t r 

t 

t tion 1n t 



V'Ol'-ld bave 

'the lee. t eecuntr • ita elderlJ''l 

-SbbuUI tbe rlcbeat nation 1tl tbe world 

content Yith aoae ot 

aa..:lll,O\;l.41d th8 richest nat on 1n tbe wrld be 

U tiecl v.t th overcrowded aebools? 

tion that ta tbe leader 

ot world that is bll.fl-eo1ored continue to de• 
ox- ignore the God-given nght o~ ita ovn colored 

clti.zena? 

theae question 1a 
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llbel'&l.s o th1 eountl"f vlll bav to face p 

to :raet that it' not gOOd enough to point out vhat•s 

v.rong vi th the ric t nation 1n t world. And 1t' 

even vo to vz.. ou:r banda and. cry over and o er 

-csc,..u a t m1 s ot the past and denounce tbe 

old 1 3lla1ns .. 

t to ate 

want to point 1lq' to a better l1 in future, 

a b1pa.x-t1 

I 

complaint 

tutu t'or ReplbUean and Datnoeret alika. 

po 1t1 11 rill~ The liberalism or 

denunciation d 8 not sa.t1 

ot PJ.blic u nor progres 1ve sp~it. I U ve 

.in 11bera.U ot advocacy end action 1n b8balt ot 

people p as, peace. 
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need criticism - good constructive c~it1ciam. 

f\tnction. lht instead of' the lop-sided empbaSia that• 

bemg pJ.aeed no on Wb&t 1 wong With out- aociaty and 

ou~ 1nst1tutionaJ I llant a littl more pga1tive 

c~1t1c1 that p:>1nt• tO\I&rd solutions. 1'h1s is 1Q" 

I 
I 

conception o:t liberalillll- and it 1 your .. let ua Join 

Jor or ~tion. 

'!'be time 1a at band or tbi count~ to tace the 

harah :teet ot an age vbe:re aever&l revolution& azte 

going on at the same tim8. 
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... betlleeft tbe promise and the lt1ll.ml!mt 

ot ouxa Constitution and tbe 

..... mu t destro7 poV" l-t1-

be lo r \ib1l.'id or lowett 1tth 

belo 

t1at1c ,. 

el o 

lamat1on; 

always 

rt1.cal 

.... -eur Gcon.otB3' muat gl'OV in an o~ 

countl"J. lt n:uat elop 

Allat!JlBn:UtS and t RocJd. as well 

the o wded eho e or ur e t 

the Great laDs. 



--Au oation teebnol.OQ Dlll o te new 

job • not more 3obleas. It must .. .-• .:.. towns# 

not gn,o t towns, bull 

not a tau t not t the 

the taul t will be ours 1r 1M leave t1'l8 

l1 to I •to-mouth. in 

w.\11 1"0 theai 0~ both 

at ~ the. edl.leatlon is not just an 

lenp 

t 



-
1t1e , v1tali&e 

ot ouzt ecc~tV. 

- Dlt 1 tor 

all. 

tb8n ever 

• bprrea or 

1Ddu nev, mot'e 

ation. 

-- lllU ~ou apa,oe 

Q\U'R 0 p&l"t 

0 r t1on .. 

lZtl t lU'II!lRll~rtvs tbe peace ot th1 

w l" just 

• 

tJ.a of. 
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* llbel'&ls bat"8' tac.s ave 

Delano t .. resoued tb1a nation 

r srea Clepreaaion av our tree ente i arid 

Q'a • He thin 'tJ.U"ned b1s great talw.tts 

to world :hom po r-mad lust ot o 

-tJ.e and the Utalt1st1 erabitions or 

-*l.o s... eavial..o.nec! a 'Wt>t.-1 o freedom. anv1aioned 

a 

t tNd1t1on or 

~~IIHI1Hil and 1M tbs ttgb.t to - the bee 

w.rld ~ Cottmmist doudnat1on. 

t1 

lndu-.r.nm bJ <*1 -.. ·JiSllltJt.f 

a v11orou t'i 

,,.-., .. _... o our ~' got 

va ~o t.y 
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John • &m!DKlY not only ~ve u 

ve s t toola. 

81nev 8nd t11e trengtb eo that now tbe sldent ot 

nov tbe 

!dent 

can negotiate rrom at,I'WISliirll not rrom ... 

eOiliJillld :rn-.o· the - viet~ to a point 

butions 

paSt v at be e0!13011dated ~ a.dvane 

1.m1aon a. JohnSon. 

p 14 t 

a 1'8 JOU re t6n:1gbt t t Sldent Johns 

to the 



I t 

carri out by t 

a tD9ttlb& ot 

I WOt4C8d • 

d will 

e 1 st ?tP s 

c&rta!n oubta bout si n.t J aon • o Ollldtment to 

t o1vil 
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0 - 1 1 -
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1903, .E •• t Pl'Obl.• ot 

• 

old,. it 

18 vee yet. Civil righta re1nliins 

unrinisl:ed b..u.un sa or our t1naa. att it a not t 

OtiJ.J otiti¢61 probl 

'1ndM<l1 t 1 int tely connected Vlt 

c vil ~ts - 1 poverty. 

1 e ot 

M.cans 11 in such - ........... t po·~erty 

tha.t they' lJlU t QO t barest asenti&le .. otber 

26 lllon l1v t !G .... ~,F:,W¥ o~ just m1l'i2mum 

1U3n'E's add up to one out or ev 1!J . batt t 

tou.~ · Moans. 
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totu 0 1! ae.u 0 
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p! ti bad 
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lose With 

1n t.r-1 v te iriduetl'.Y w the J.abor unions 

anCl l.oeal gov-e~s - rw.at cbannel all tJ:1e enem 

~t oan in coo1'd1.1:16ted ;re&eal'Ch 

t t th1 · nat1 h8.8 a urw.~ed &eOll.Om7. 

~in aevelt bold enowmJ;to 

bro t!)lt new bope now Ute, nev induatMes and 

w job a to an entire regS.Qn. 

tennve ~~ 

onomi o au MOtiOns ot the e untey.. lhis ta 

gn.na_ vebiteot ve ... ~­
automat1 

can tum -ae wome into ooon not 
l11Nl1t1., Pred.dant 
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rtto 

t~. t 

1m.1 continue 

in SChoO ,.. to 

em];il881J!~ to tb8m ~~ --- tiev 

CountJ."1 .1 

sldU. 

1• optim1st1 enough to believe 

:t ~. lbt I• ~at1e enough to mow t 1t vUl 

t find to U ve 1il 

• 

................... .A on la.1*l the ""...,.,., ......... e cept o 

~,avv t ti t 
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--not to ... Ou .... 

st on 0 0 tiona 1 

t cl po r - and tu 
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Y op out 

te ban t ty. 

100 t 1 t 
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CUt of h1 Admin1atrat1on c nw sn resolution 

!'ic peo ~e. that 

ce is a proee s .... 1 tedious prooe s , at 

t , a qevo pro ss. And he e · realize that 

you don't get pe ce ju t by wishing tor it - you 

to vo~ toll it. 

contlnu vorld.ng tor ace progre a 

tor peopl throughout t world. 

t 

d not go 

muck. Wb.:ll t doiog that, we t.tlll 

-
bU -g t buil 1ng a better t to 
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