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The year 1964 is less than 2 months old. 

Yet, 1n this brie·f period, the Nation has 
been inspired by one of the greatest calls . 
ever to came from an American President. 

It was the summons from President 
Lyndon B. Johnson to .our country to launch a 
mighty effort against poverty. 

It was a call in behalf or those who 
cannot appeal for themselves - for the 
indtgent, the·hand1capped, the o~phaned, the 
jobless, the homeless, the friendless, the 
uneducated, the forgotten. 

This call came as no surprise to the I 

members of this outstanding Association, nor 
t o your' professional colleagues throughout 
this Nation . . , 

The battle against destitution is not 
"news" to you. You are veteral"\s of the ''front 
lines," so <to ~peak· tbts is your profession, 
your mission. 

But Preaide'nt Johnson aroused and electri-

. ·. 

• 

fied all the rest or o~ people Who see far leas I • 
• of this problem. 

. - ~ 
. ' 

j 
I • • 

' I I ,. 
'• ' • ,_. · ~; lf"lt' .. ., ...... '! . -w-- ........ ~ ~ :r·~· ' " ·~ .· ~'~.,.,.... ,.t~i ·.,.~ ... !f 'lf" i"'·_, •. _O( ....... r.,...""" . .... " ·. ,.j_ -... 1 • 
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He brought a largely hidden i ,aaue to 
the suPface. · He projected before all of us 
a vivid picture or. the . "Inv1elble Poor." 

. '· 

,·. 
... 

With h1a charaeter1et1c .. ~~lia and v1e1oz:-, 
he aeked tor bot'd ·aotiort-. ~ow-· and 1ntbe 

, . '! 
years ah~ad. 

~ I ·, lihat then, ·happened' .. , . . --

Moat or th1a audience w1i1,. ·I · b~lt.ve·, ' . . . •gree that rarfly within our memorr hal a · 
Nation reeponded ,ao quickly, ao eagerl7 to a . . f ' .. . ·i (" ~· ~· ' ,. 4 

: • ~ Pre1144)nt1af appeal • . ·. ·· 
.'l'he reaaon ~a clear. -'l'bta J1at1on can-tea . 

within ita coneoioua and subconaoioua the · 

' .. 

• 
. t 

.. I 
.. . At ~ a•oriee · ot -a,.a.tl•tt sreat · IJ?~le·: • ~· ~have '..- > -; .. · .. ' . ·. . . ' . -. . . . } ~: . . . ~ ' . ' . . . . •'· • . 

.. 

. ' 

. . ' 

Echoes ~verberated or Prankl1n D. Rooatvelt 
Who. ¥w -"one . th1r4 or • .-tt,t, "~ot.4. ;).U.· : . · · . . ,·: ' ··: · ·. " . ' : i . . :. ~ : :. \ •; .. ':-,· ,'! - ~· ~,." .. _. , : . · ··. ··~ . . ; ~ - - ~ ... ;.:. . ·.· .. ' . 
housed 1ll~ed "· ;. : · ,., .: / . ·~i · . . : .. · : ·· ~ :· ... ·.· .:.: · 

' 
• ;r • • ' ., • . • ~~,r • ";~ ~- :, • '-~ ,. ~ ' • • '; • t. r · Pteture' cue baok to our titnda' ·eye "" 

·, 

( .. 

. . . ~. ' . . . ' .. 
·,', 

• 

;• 

' 

I 

( .. 

.· , 

~ · ; : . 
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or oo~rae, 1964 1a not i963~ .. nor .1·1 .it . . ' 

1933. Times have, indeed, changed~ 

.Today, we are in a new America, an 
a ftl uent America. But vast . it P.ocketas or poverty .. 
persist. And we, ~he people, .have been·· etirr,ed · 
to .roli up our eleevea and elba1nate them • . · 

A War Againet Poverty ia the type or war · 
1n which all Aaericana· can enlist. 

It te a •r which "deatroyeu nothins 
• I 

but pain and hUmiliation, deepai~ and miser;. 

It te a "civilian" war - to re-build, to 

· ~he geography of poverty. 
I 

· Where are the poor? . Who · are the poor? -I ' . 

Why are they poor? · · · '.' _·,:· · :.~ 
. ~ ' or our 47 ~illion taa111ea, 9.3 a11lion 

• 

. . ' 

eam less than $3 1000 ' ·annually. · TheY, 1nelude 'I 
30 million . ~r:1c.ana. . More. that~ ·· belt . nbeiet 
on lese than $2,o0o ~ J8~r~ . 5 ail11on people .. . - . . . . 
live ·alone on un(1er ' $30;do a ,eek. 

• 

. . 

\~ 

... 
' · ..... · .. 
, . 
. ' 
i • 

' 



• 
-4-

The poor are not juet in Appalachia -
the 160,000-square-mile area ~leh _ stretches rrom Pittsburgh eouth to Binlirta;bam. '. The poor 
exist 1n virtually every State. 

30~ or the poor have no wage-ea~era 
. . in the f amily at all. A quarter or all poor 

families are headed by womeri, a third by men 
and women over 65. In the South, .half of all . 

. . ' 
· 1egro fam1liea cl1n& to aurvival on lese than 

$20.00 a week . 

. Poverty grips aome employablea, but 1t 
clutches st~l~ ~ore tightly the . \lllelllf_loy~bles ~ 

Poverty traps . the worker .~ tj- '~$.-lplacecS 
f · by automation. . . 

. 
' 1n the one-tnC!ustry town which ~s slipping 

"downhill." It ia the lot of the migrant Who • 
must k'ep o~ the move to tey . to ·•earn tO.orrow' • 
bread. 

Hundreds of thousands of poor .. Americans 
have emigrated frOGI the South • .' '4ft1ey have not 

• <r • COble - .as cUd tb. toreip fl81trJnt,i ot .7eeter- • 
year- with "attra 1d tb~lr e,.a." · They came · 

. . . . . \ with reebae h~pe tram rural slume · t~, city alums. . ., .. ' 
~hey are· met; not w1 th qpen eraa, ;out . often_ wi tn·. 

. . ' \ \ aullet;1,neee and euaplc10ft .~ . I a 1 t 81\7 .ondel' . • . • a • • 
,· 

' ' • . .. 

., 

.. 
I 

! .... .. 

. . 
f 

. . 1 

. ·. t" ' 
-,-l . 
~~. ; . ~ :· ; . ::· 



• 
·-5-that paren~al authority breaka down' Ie it •"1 .Onder that broken ap1r1 ta lead to broke.n homes? 

' ' 
' _Mot ~ to tent., ~~ ~o ~1!- · .~~ ~1• t'" • 

• 
I • • 

. . . . . . . 
. .· . 

or probleaJ bu• ·tO II81Q' others · 1dlo i1Jrdl7 pereeive it. 

'. You know that povert7 11 a particular ··quicksand tor ~~.: "'~:o141~ · ·· · ~teo:- 8..._," . ·, 
• ... "" .~ . "- ~ ~ ,d_ • ~- . • • • ·.· 1~~ ~ ·~ ~ . · f . ~ ~ · \. .. 

the "too . ineoapetent." . · · · 
"' ' 

. . . 
"Nobody• knowe the trouble I •.ve seen," goes the old song. 

What really ·do the J)oor.' "know?" · 
The._ana.,r 1a: Trouble ~nd t,n..e.e~t., arul ._. :. torment. .. . ., . What realiy do the poo,r expect.~ 'l'bt rent 

• 
col~ector, t~e .bill collector, but, ·orten,' 

• 

cot the gattbage colleetor. -. . · .. . ~ . ' 

The poo~, like their retuee, have b .. n left to rot •. The poor.are .gaa .. d by f ' 
• 

• . . 
. . ..· . .• . . 

frustration, ••· their . ChllU.n ~"- otte~ : .. 4 

• • • •• • • 
, ~ •. . . : • ; • . • lo; 

.,.. .. wed bv rate ' : ' . ' .'· > -. l. ;. ;·. - ;;: ... . . . . 

._...._ t# • . . . . • . ,' ~ .,. ' '· '... ·. • ·, . . . . ' . • 
. 

. ,· . 
. 

_uBy and by,· hal'Ci t1JD,e -e~.·-a i. . knockin' • at · the door." Pol' .•tbe -pool', the .beat ot t1mea 
.. 

' . " , . ' . . . - . . . ' .. \ . ' . ~: . . ' . . ' \ : . .. 
are at1~1 •taal'd t·w•·,•-·· ,..·· .·.'~4 · Wf.;.. ,· ,~·. · · . • • • • r · . . . ·. . ~ / . ' ' ,: ~~~; /·.~~\~ '_ :·,,. ~:;-' . . : : .. ( ' • ~ . 

• • • ' ' 

• 'I • \ ·• - .· . ;; . ' · ..c. ... 
' , 1 

• !, ~ . 

1 . ' ' 

. . ' 

., 

.-

... 
• 

·-: 4 

~ 
... .. 
. ' 

. ~~ ~.: 
\ -" ~ ·' • 

;.f, .. l . . .. . .. :. ..,. . ' . . . 
. . ' . 

' . 
. ' ~ . . i' .. . . ~ ' . . ' . , .... • : \.' .. ;:. .' :,.\ ' . '· . f!. :. 

. . . .. ·: . ~ . , . . . . . ·. . ~ : . ' ~. - ' :·· .· . . N .. 
..... ,. _., ... ~~"'·r_.,...... .... r•.~"·"•.~'""''·r,~.·u,•, ,.,...,...,_~~,, ..... ), ... *'.?." ~··"' '!i' -~~~-~· · 

' • . " . ' . . :•. . ... · .; ;' . ;t' . ~ . :.l '-.:!; . :! ,. ~ ,._ \_ . ;\~ · ,_/ .•: ' ~ · \ I 
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They ~re isolated rraa e Ca~111a,c Soole~y. 
0 I, ., , 

The're 1a riot eve . On. "~s,olc.eQ .1n , thei-r ' I' ' 
, • r 

pot." TheN 11· onli atarcb .• ·~1 -:··no·· .. ,, 
.. 

protein. And all thie 1rt a · lan4 or · un4re .. ec1 · 

or . ab~·~ ·, ·. . . ,, .. ~ · ' .. · -. .·. : . ,,·.: .. ' "~., ';,; ·, .. . ..... ,. 
' ',. _. • . ·: ·"'~ '~ •, •.. • ~~_. -~' · ~' ·.' ~~~(.~. : ~: "j,": ~'-···"~ t • . ~ ~~-~·~ (}·- : • • r.~. f· ·.:; . .. .' _· .. .,. 

wbat ·a . e~lJ- to .m;S .. f{ ... : p;.p,..., .. :.;·1 ) ; •· :. ·' . 
I • • • ' . . ' 

What an opportUil1ty tor a · Nat.1d~ ~- ~~~~d~cl on . '· 
• 

. ;. . 

.. 
this Nation has waged. 

liihen you : are 1n a war, 7ou need a1z th1nga. , .. 
; .• . 

.. · Let me . eb ' · Nte . th• i .. : -· .. , .: >·· · · '· ·-: · .... ·· ~. ~ '· · · 

.., . "' . -~···- ·_. , . • _·: ,. ·: ~ ~. ~~; ;: .. .... ~ ¥'_\/_ • ':~ + ~:· t,• ~·: :; ; . ; . :i, J ~- . • ·, . . • ~ ·: .'.. • 

. 1 .. : ' . eal ;. - 'lie~~"~ · ~ l •ie ... ,/~~ .. ,~t ::::'-·· : ~ -\: ... 
• I '-f .. • · '·· ~ • ). :..· ,: ···,'r : .:, !'.:,1· •\ :o," ·.- ~~ , ._ ; . ·· . ~ . /'~ . '. f • • ,~' 

.. . hero, Douglas ttac:Arth~ hae " utd~ ;."tbl.8 ·: ·s.· ·/ · · 
• • f : • 

·' .. . 
no eubatltute tor victor,.•. 

2; . Stratep - a lob8~N. p~; basetl 
t > _: • i ' : • ' . ~ t ' ~ ,' - o ', '\ ·, "' ' . ' T ' • 

. on a caretul apt•• .or ~no!\ tie• f : "* bow ; ·. 
• ' ~ . . . .; .. ~~ f j .. • ,_._·, : 0 :; • .. . • ~ 

we ea.nnot deS-•MI'Jthlng ·at . ~ .; __ to . cementer . . , 
all types or · P~~artr eve~ere.•; . We muet · 

put · "tirat tblftl• tlm~~:· :. ·-t ··u ' ~~ exaaJjle. : 
· . ' •·: \ · . . . ..... :··~ ~ . '.: ~ ;\ ' c'- - ~ •• ·, : ;: · : ' ' •. • · . l • ' 

_eoneentritina ~- thte · ~- -~ ·t9r •ttte~ hol4 • 
. •. . ' ~ ..... -· • '- J • 

ta.orrow 1n .. tbet~ blri4a:. ~. -~ }.' ::, , ,, ~ ~ · · :. · .. ;. ·. · 
. '. \ 

~. 'tactic a - a·· tiut'bie .-i ot proJects, _. 
. ' . I . 

rather than a r1g1ch.pol1c7. : T.bua, we Wlll ·-" · · 
• • • • • • • '; • • o4: 

• . • t \ ' . 
esper!.Jient hexw; w. Will deaonlt19te a ~ new •· . , . 
. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ···, 

• ' \ •• • > • • • ""\ ~ .. ' 

; . . . . 
. .. I . • ' . . , , / \. . .. • \ 

. ; , · I . • . 4 . , f ~· \ . \ · • 

·· ""·--~ ~ .. ~ ...... -~-- .. • -·"'~~ ~..., .. .,,,. , • • • rn 'F"Vf""r~~.,..~.g ,. •• • •'-w~~-!..""""''''"' •• ,......,. ""'""" 
• • ·••' : ' . . • • ; ' .. )1 • .· : ; :::. ' ' < ~' ' 4 ~- · • ~ > · _: •'-, ': · • • I ' • : < • ',' ' • , i ' . ~~~ ' ~~--::;:j_i,~ ·. :· 

. . ' . 
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progr~ there.. We may ~ohieve a "break-through" 
somewhere, perhaps, tor example. through a 
n~w co11111uni tJ-t~ approacll - 1natead ot .11lat .· ' . :<: ; ~~ 4.-:-by ad hoc efforts with 1,nd1v1dua~s. If we do, . ' - . 

we will exploit the break-through. Alwaya we 
will ·pick our targeta. Always ~e will keep . . '" 
moving ahead. · Ve auat not ioae :olJ.!i ..O.eot\11 • . ( · 

4. Phyeioal resources ·- . that means 
money, supp11ea, equipment, materiel. The • 
logistics of this war start 1n the · mark-up 

• sessions ot the Authorizing and the Appropriations 
Committees ot the Congress, a• well ae in City 

· Halls and.
1

St•t~· : ~Pi.tallf . .. . ·_:.· ;:,· :~ '··":: ., ... · ·. :;· ·.· · : 
• "'! • • • ~ ~ _i' . 9'\ ·~ 

5. Sld.ll•d man,power ;.; 1t: .tt~a : '*opl•· e a : • . •. ~- ' i::. .... .,.. : ~ - . . . 
tQ help people, ek1lled people, warm people, 

' ded~cated people. '!'hat means ,ou. We need 
.. mor~ of you ~ more social .Orkera, more .. 

·• . psychologists, p~yehiatr1sta, sociologists, 

• 

public health nuraee, etc. ' It ·mearia still .better . 
. 

under-graduate ~d post-graduate ad~cation 
ror the proresa1onale en the 10ciai weltare ' . . . ~ .. •" ' team, · . I 

,· 
• 6. And sixth - we; thia Ration, need the ., 

will 
I • ' : i : •I 1 , ~ .,_, ·\1 • i ' • to ·win. · That means mot1•ts.on, J8&1,· · . .. ' . . ! : \ . ! \ . ' . . : . t I •: ' 

i ',·· I ' ' ~ .. ~ \ : ·~ ' ,' 

t I \ ' 

'~ . 
· stamina. 

. ; 
..: , . . , .. .. ~ .·· .: . . ' 

. .. 

., 

.. · ' . . 

:. ... _ ... ·--~ ---·.-

• i 
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Let ua take eaob . ot these eleJDentl in turn • 

. What w11i be the "Battle Plan?lt 

President L)'ndon .B. Johnaonwill otter 1t · 
in hi~ forthcosing Meee~e to the Congress on 
the War Against Poverty. : 

This Mesaage . w111 1 I am sure, otter a ~rulY . 

h1etor+c blueprint. : . ' . . 
Action on thie Meeeage will prove that a 

democratic socie~y ~ plan through a voluntary 
consensus and ·can fUltill the plan. (Incidentally, . . 
that "democratic" 1B a 1111811 ud" - unlesS YOU 

. want to make ·an 1aaue ot, 1 t.' . . .. 

. .· 

.,- . 

·,. 
t . 

... ' 

... 

On this point, aome-. Wlll .. aak: . ~Will the ' ' • ' • . ~~ Jl~' .. • }' " -. '! '' .. ' '~1 (••' ~-~ · .~~ ' . '. ~,, .. _ .··· .,· ~::. ,\._. ~ ·, ' .. - ' ' • : .· I ,: . ' ' .• "-

. ~~:' arit1·-povertr · tiiht become' ellb.foiled in politics?" . . ' ~ . -~ ; . . 

I ai nee rely hope not . . · : ' .. 

The voter expects both Parties to be 
.. 

reasonable and to cooperate. The.voter would 
see through any sham - any make-believe efforts 

' . ' whic~ might be coup~ed b7 beb1n4-tbe-ecenea 
root-dragg~ng. 'the voter ··is vary · o't gina1oke . 
whether they be to~n. legislation or. ~ sly 

· CI"ippling amendments. ·· . . . .... . . ' Lyndon Johnson oftera tW1a prosram -
a1noerely. 

., 
• ~ ..i 

. ~~· . 
'· . 

_ ...... . ~ .. ' 

'. 
cr 

.""~. •· ...: 
' ' 
,-, "' 
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. 

un~mplo;r.d o:r tQdar. .. . . ; .. , . 
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VIe must br eak the vicious cyole at ita 

moet vulnerable point - with the youth -
for he or she is malleable. He or she has the 
best fighting chance. He or she has a whole 
life ahead. But all the 'tmile, we must 

J 

. serve the elderly; we must help them transfo~ 

. . ' 

their "twilight" Jeara from a barren· wasteland · 
to the harvest they dea.erve • . we must help them 
help thems~lves. We must give ~hem not so-called "relief" - n6t alms - not grudg'tng charity -
but a sen~e of worth - or dignity, of self-
rea.lization. 

To tcose or you Who may not have read the 
recent 89-page report by the President's 
CoUncil on Aging,· I earnestl7 recomilend 1t. 
It .Provides·· an excellent guide to a brighter 
tomorrow for our sanior Citizens. 

• 
.. 

' . 

. . 

. ' .. • • . . \ 
. ' 

., 
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• Bere ·is 
• l :t .. poiat ·ttAraenal f~ tbe vu -t~ the ,OOr;• 

l) aceelerated · &nd -~ ''PM p,gj.gg, urban . .- ~ ,. 
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f 

10. ·central1zea InfOrmation Service offering 

"one-step" guidance. The. poor must not be forced to 

Hander from office to office, s~rv1ce ·to service. 

Too often , we mistakenly assume that they 

Y~ow what social services exist in their behalf, 

or where. or how to apply. Too .often, we assume 

I 

t hat t hey know their way thrOugh the "forest" ot . -

let 1s· face it - bureaucracy - at ~ity, · state and national 

levels. qovernment ·1a , inevitably bi&~ .inevitably .. . 
1 ' -~ 

·.complex. We must try ·to stmplif'y it, ·persona.llze it 

. 
in t erms of its accessibility to the poor, -the 

• 
un'educated. 

•• 

Can all . this be dane? 

·.·ihy no t? 
A · , _· • 

\iho wtll pay the bill? _The ~·~pie who are now · 
·' 

paying a worse bill tor the lack· of such a ~gram -
• 

. .-'I . . 
• . I ' I . . 

you, I, allot us- Fed.e~~t&te ,·and .. looal .GoverrDant, .. 
• • . '~ \ l . : ~ • 

' ' 

indus try., 1a lX>r, ag~_1eul ture , .the ~e"ice trades. 
' . . . . . . . . ~ \ ' 

, I , ~ 

• 
... 

' . \ 

~ .. . •·?I ~ .... ~, lf' ;~ & . . . .. t 

., 

. ., 

.. 
ir 

,. 
t 

•' 

. ~ . 
> • 
... - . .. 

. r.~-~ . ..... 
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In watt, there is only Oru) thing which is costlier 

than victory; and that is dereat. We dare not stint 

in this war. 

Opponents of this war Vill try to scare us by . 
.... . 

I ' • ~ 

tab'l).]..ating its ,Q1tect coats·. They· will, as usual, icnore 

t he infinitely higher d1rect and indirect costs of social a 

add human decay. 

• • 
So, we need the . will to · pay the prioe . whioh Will 

. . . 

ld..c. the war. ~ every conflict, there are, 1n Tom Paine' q 

immortal· wrds, 11 $UIDJI18r soldiers" ~d "sunshine patriots." 
.. . : . 

There .will bQ _-·dfaappointments, · ·aet-baclts. We will 

. . . I 

experiment;· we mt1,1t experiment; we mu~t try not just 

·traditioool approaches, but bold, high risk, inriovative .. . 

Some w111 fail. 
pilot projects. I The failures .will arouse the doubters ., 
and the scoffers. Let 'the cynics sneer. We must never 

. . . 
lose heart. -We are not a Nat1on,ot•qui~ters. · 

'' I ' )" I '" . . . ' ; ~- . . . 

We have the good tor~ ot havina a ·"tall" e-nd 
~ .·. ; . • . . .. : ·'< /~:· ' ... . ). ' • . . . · ~ . 

remarkable Texan 1n the White. House. H, 1s sayihg, . , 

' ' 

. .. . • 

.... 

. . 

... . , 
';.' 
:._,. 

.·• 
~·. '. \'.·•• 
-~"4" 
~- . 
' of •. 
~~ 
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-14-1 1n effect, to his ·rellow-countrymen who are poor, 

"We want you, : too, to '~tand tall.• 
•• 

J 

You are Americans~·· You- - deep dow .. . ~ . 

. . . 
are as good or better ~n the r~st ot us. 

Your day .is coming • now. Your hour for. ' 
~. ~ . . 

t -.-

' . . 
rehabilitation is nov. 

"Negro or ~ite', ' 5th geheration son of 

• i .. 
pioneers, or Mexican - · American o~·Puerto · 

Rican American; you .. 1 belongl You bave a . .. 

_pl-ace - wit~ u.S,. a place in pros~tity, .· . ~ : 
,·. 

... . '• :, 

I · • ' '~·, ..- _J" " " , , "j ' 
• ,-I !-.. ~ • • • • . . ~. . ;._ ~. . ... ... ~ ' . .~ -

. •, \ ,. . . . 
. ·'. . ' , 

But let's not delude ourselves into thinking that 

poverty will be erased in a year or· 5 years. · Prosper~ty 

i s not coffee; it is' not ;brewd in an ... Instant." . : ., 
.. "' . 

Poverty has been long in the··makine;. it will 
. ·. .. . 

. . • be l~ng in the undo 1ng. ' ,.· 
. ... ' .: ·; , : ' ;• • • ' ' I 

&,me may ,ask't _. ·· "whr-. ...,~ · bc;)ti\tJ- ;.~• riueh?" .. 
• - _. , . •.:.. I I~ " ' .~ . ·, ·,_. ;, , • ·'1 .• ' -' 

. . 
You know the · anawe~. . It is ~-told: . 

' · ' .. ' . .: . :. . ·. · .. ~ · .. ~· ,\ ':. 
·I ' ,· 

. . ' . . • _., 

' -<. 

,. -· '·· 

'' ,. 
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l) ·one, · we wqe this wa1' beoa~o . 1-t · is a 3ut YV• 
I t is the "ri~ht war at _the rilht t1JnA f'or the riiQt 
rea.sgn.n 

I . 

It 1 s a war 'Which tulf'ills what you and I ·· 

' .. . profess in our Church or Temple. It is a. war to 
bring alive t he clause , in th~ constitution which· 
speaks of '_'promot!n4 the general velt&N• 11 . . . . ,•'; . 

' . .. 
· · 2) But second,, we wage this war because it is 1n our . 

. : . 
the poor, but the _middle:-income and the well-to-do~ · 

~· • _f'overty is 1nteot1ous; it passes trom generation 
·to genera~1on an4 trom neighborhood to neighborhood, 
community ·to community~ State to State~ region to 
r egion. 

• I 

. . Decay breeds decay • . · 
•• t I \ ' 

' . 
. . . . . 

t • ~ • 

.: • ,; ~ ;, 1. I 
_. :· -·~ 1. . ··• ~... ~: . 

. • ~ ~ - l.' . ; ... . . .. , ,· . 
. .. ' The pressures o~ IDi~~~ - bu114 ~-· ~.-:~· ~easures t ,' 

I 
' , ' 

• )-,, 
0 

,::-• \ 0 ,, ... , ,: "f 
1 ' .- ', • . , 0 

• O, 

., 

. 1 • • 
.· • ·• , :•s , ., . •. • can explode 1n ~~~~~~- ··.~,p.,~,;~.i.~ :.~~~,;/~'~ . ;: ·.= _ ' .. 

• • ... - .• "" ( :~~'.1-;, r • • ~. • t• , • .'" , .... ~.l • le> .l"'Y ·' 'ti~ :· :_ \' '\ . ~ : 
.1, . ! 

sel.t•tnjury and social inj~. ' •' • .,......,.,..,....., .... •. ~ ... .,.,..~ .... ~-. '• ' ' ' 
' -. .~ .. ~ . . 

•. ' 

... 

l 
1 

'•· 
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' I 

'· 

,· 

' . 
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' . 
I 

'· ' ~:~ 
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Fovctty 13 wu3te. The poor are neithel' cu:.;tomers 

:"or t.h~.: bu.:i1 n~s:.;rnan, nor consumers tor the la.bor1ng .man 1 s 

pr c<lucts nor for th e craft~ml•Jn 1 s services. The poor rlrag 

the ecouo1:;y dovm ; t 11e i r poverty is a ,,rcight on themselvc:~ ;_, :·1:! 

.. tu.r".: ~~ n on soc te ty. 

I ;J.Ged n c t r er:ind you t ha.t pOV(;rty can ta a 

• part i,~ ul a r bUT df!:1 on ·a state so great, no .pre-eminent as 

California. 

, For reusons w~ll familiar to you,. poor citizens . .. 
• · 'r 

. fror:1 other Jt.:1tes have, fqr decades, migrated to 
. 

C.:-,lifornin. This great State cannot fu.lf!ll its 

obligations to the ncwcom8r and to native-born, unless 

therr~ is s ifJul tanedusJ.y a 50-S~ate effort to mee t this ., 
p:oblem on a K:.L t1orw.l basis. 

California can be and will' bE; 1n .the vanguard. 

California is a pioneer State. · It can pioneer\ in new 
• 

experimenting for the . dovntrod;den. ~bese experiments .. \ 
' . . ' can ope.!1. a ''Golden Gate" Ww.e~ ot.he~ ,States .can • 

• . ·~ "' ~ • ."'! ; t . s' ~ • • .. ,. . . , · .,., ,. , .. ., · ~ ., . . ... .. , "V""'f:•'t' .. ... . . . . . ... . . .. . . . ' . ,.. - .._. . 
' ' 

{ .J : 
/ 

r, 

. ' 

.. .. 
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similarly unlock. 

The. \var Against Poverty ·1s neither a ci~y nor a 
rutnl war alono. The War Aeainst Poverty is'not 
the ."other States'" va.r nor the . "other !ell~~s" 
war+ It 1 s your War and mine. . . 

Some of you may r~ember the fanous World War I · 
recruitipg poster, showing the grim tigure of Uncle 
Sam, Pointing a ·finger at the onlooker. ·· The inscription 
read : . "JL'1&l.e Sam Wants . .nlll.l" ... 

T~~s Country wants You. It ~ants your ideas 
. . .. and your energies and your skills. . 

., ThJs Country wcmts·~ - it does not ·re·ject - the poor. ,. .• . 

It wants th·~ s ick, the homeless, the heretofore oppressed 

• ' . 
. ,, 

w~lfare and allied profes'5ions - this ·s•t of , ' 
t ' 

' ' ... . .. 
~ . 

, ".Yl.D.rching Qrders": - .¥el;P us •to '8-dvan'ce' .. against the t 
·-. ~· . . ~ 

.,.. ., ' t 

' 

' 
.'-l 



rotten r~aparts of misery. Help us to 'tear down the 

wretched slums and replace them with decent homes·at 

fair prices. 

Help us to trample out the "grapes of wrath." 

Bring the light of le~ng and or hope to 

. . those ·who crinee in ·the 'shadows or "Darkness at . Noon." 

.. · This Country has many times sung, "When Johnny 

6onxes Harching Home." Today, Johruiy is, by and large, 

"home •". But the '¥81' is hera - on our, home rront-. it . ' ' _ ... 

in a war for civilian fighters, for Jobnny ·and his 

• dad and his mother;· for sister and br,other to win 

• _'together • . 

7his land cah be a Garden of Nan for all. This ., 
·. . . . . -· . . ·' I . • land otters an abundal'lee· no land has m ... r -before held 

pO!iSible. 

This land is rich beyond ·the tablet of antiquity. 

' I We can make of this land a "Paradi~e." And ther-e 
I . ' , . . ·' . . . . ~ <' ' - • need be no "Stranger~ in ~~dise"·.!. IX?ne _Wbo llGe~ feel 

' . -. . ·. ·'" . ' . 
I : • ' • • ' \ 

; 

-· 
~ . . . 'MnrF!!' .......... ............. \t'>"r l '' ., ~,f'F ~ .... .._.. · --· •••• 
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like an 

none who are cast aside, ~ted, helpless, suffering. 

VietoJ"1? Yesl 

Her e I - Now I ,. Tomrrowl And in• the still 

br .ighter ~'ears to come 1 

# 
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