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_ SENATOR HUMPHREY -OFFERS

* "W30 POINT ARSENAL IN
. MAR FOR THE POOR," - e e Y
APPEALS TO KEEP POLITICS bt ' e o
OUT OF ANTI-POVERTY FIGHT . ‘7% .
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The year 1964 1g less than 2 months o014,
Yet, 1n this brier perlod, the Nation hag
been inspired by one of the greatest calls
éver to come from an American President,

It was the summons from President

Lyndon B, Johnson to our country to launch a

nlrhtJ effort against poverty.

It was a call in behalf of those who
cannot appeal for themselves - for the
indigent, the-handicapped, the orphaned, the
Jobless, the homeless, the friendlesa, the
uneducated, the forgotten,

This call came as no surprise to the
members of thig outstanding &saociation, nor
tn your professional colleagues throughout
this Na*ion ’

The battle against destitution 1s not
"news" to you. You are veterans of the "front

Mnes," so to speak' ; this 1s your profession,

your mission, '
But President Johnson aroused and electri-
fied all the rest or our peOple who see frar less
of this problenm, '
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He brought g largely hidden issue to
the surface, He projected before all of us
a8 vivid picture of the "Invigibdle Poar," _
With his characteristie frankness and viaion,
he asked for bolg aotion - tow -"and in tho
years ahead,
. What then, happened? .
Most of this audience wiil,'I believe,
ggree that rarely within our memory hau a .

~ Nation reapondad 80 quickly, 80 eagerly to e

Prelidentill appeal : - e ' i
The raaaon is clear, Thig Nation carrion

uithin its conscious and subconsciouo the

nuoriu of linnar great Ipplua - Wioh have :.

never been really rorgotton._
'+ Echoes reverberated of Pranklin D, Rooaovelt -

who sau "one third of a natton 4;1~olld__111-,
housed, 111-red,": : -'--;u B

Pictureg cane back to our'nindl' eye -
of the Dust Bowl of the 1930' IR

The memories’ of our'nartyrnd Prnlidant.
John P, Konncdy, apeaking-of t va !rontier '
for all our citizens pere rbviund.
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Of course, 1964 is not 1953; nor is it
1933: Times hlbe, 1ndoed,'changid.

Today, we are in a new America, an
affluent America. But vast "pockets of poverty"
peiaist. Aﬁd we, the people, have been stirred
to roll up our sleeves and eléminate them. .

A Wapy Againat Poverty is tho type of war

in which all Alericann can enlist.

It 1s a war which "deltroya nothins
but pain and humiliation, despair and misery.

.

It 18 a "civilian" war - to re-bulld, to
re-create, to rehabilitate human dbeings,
. . --‘."I-II L3
neighborhbods, regions. SR

Where do we start? Ha start by napping"

-the geography of poverty.

‘ Where are the poor? Who-are the poor?
Why are they poor? | ;:

~ Of our 47 million fnniliéa. 9.3‘n11110n
earn lesa.thah $3,000”annually._ They inelude 0
30 million Amegicans, Horo__thln-'lulf subsist
on less than $2,000 a year. 5 nillion people

live alone on under $30.00 a'weok
Most poor ramilieu are headed by a man or
woman with no better th‘n aq Sth dbtda education.
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The poor are not just in Appalachia -
the 160, ooo-squarc-mile area uhich stretchau
from Pittsburgh south to Binninshnm - The poor
exist in virtually every State.

30% of the poor have no wage-earners
in the family at all, A quarter of all poor
famiiiea are headed by women, a third by men
Qnd women over‘65. Inlthe South, half of all
Negro families cling to aurvival'on less than
$20.00 a week, |

.Poverty grips some emp;#prlen, but it

clutches stdll more tightly the unegp}qxables‘

Poverty trapa the worker who dilplaced
by automation, It ansnaran the brend-winncr
in the one- 1nauatry town which 1ie 8lipping _

downhill " It 1s the lot of the migrant who
munt kpep on the movo to try to'enrn tomorrow's .
bread '

Hundreds of Fhéuaands of poor_Aﬁegicans
have emigrated from the South. They have not
come - as did the roroisn quiﬂrpntn of yester- *
year - with "staps in their eyes." Thny come
with feeble hope from rural aluna to.clty slums,
They are met, not with open lrmn, but often with:

sullenness and suspicion.” .Is 1t any wonder



Pérceive 1t,

You know that Poverty ig g

partieular_
'quickaand for thqf"toq-old;f‘

the "too.incoaﬁitent;“

"Nobody'knowg the trouble T

Ve seen," goegs
the o14d song,

What really do the poor "knowo*
The'apsupr is:

torment,

Troudble ang tenement ang -

What really do the Poor expect? The pent

bill collectob,
not the garbage collector,.

éol;eotor, the but, often,’

The poor, 1ike their refuge,

hgve been .
left to roy, .The Poor. are gnawed by P . |
frustration, iq-tﬁiir ¢hildren 8re often _
- ' ; il &

gnawed by rats,

"By and by, hard Eiﬁps'ugnt”at-knbckin'- ' 3
8t the doop, " For 'the poor, the pest of times
8re still *harq tipgg.» - TR
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Thay are 1nolatod'f‘m [ ] Ca‘ullhc Soc:lety.
There 18 not even one 'ehicknn in their
pot." There 1s only starch.=- grucl - nO
‘protein. And all this in a lqnd-or undreamed

hero, Douslas MacArthun hu gatd, "there is

of abundlncol | ‘ ;_;w 9}§ﬁ, S i ;
L . what a ehanma to all that.we mmn! L4
~ What an opportunity for 2 Nation roundod on
opportunity} | i = E :
But now, where do we zo rm hcro? ' ; % ‘ A
We can tiha our cue from othat- battlu which’ ;
this Nat‘ion has waged., ‘
When you are in a war, you need six thinga.
* Let me ahunarttc thtm: oA R '- T 1 Y i
, 1..3L-nctory '\'xnu;*nmt Lt

&

no substitute for victory."

' 2. Stratm - a lons-mnso plan, bued
.on a careful system of prloﬁtut. Ht l:nos

we cannot dé ovory‘chtng at oncc - to conqnor ‘0 '

all types of povorty everyuhore_. Ho must
put "first thtnﬂ nm Thgt mnl, for example,
concentrating on t.m M ;- fpr thor hold* =
tomorrow in thot; hands. ‘i S

3. Tactics - & riuiblo pot ot pro.joctn,
rather than a risidxpolicy. Thus, we vi.ll
experiment hérc;. we vi;l d'enon‘tr.ito c new .
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-7~
program there, We may achieve a "break-through"
somewhere, perhapé, for example, through a L
new community-type approach - instead of just
by ad hoe efforts with 1nd1vidﬁala. If we do,
we will exploit the hreak-through, Always we
'uill-pick our targets. Always we will keep
moving ahead. We must not lose our momentum.

4. Physical resources - that means

money, suppiles, equipment, mate;iel. 'Thﬁ
logistics of this war start in the mark-up
sessions of the Authorizing and the Appropriationb
Comm!ttees of the Congress, as uoll as in City
Halls and State Capitalq., B

5. Skilled manpower - it taksa poople

ta help people, ekilled people, warm peopla,
dedicated people. That means ¥ou, We neod
more of you - more social workers, moio'“ '
psychologigta, pgychiatriats,‘gociologiatu,
public health nurses, etc. It means still better -,
under-graduate gnd post-graduate education
for the proressionala‘ip the social welfare
team, | g g B S ;

'

6. And sixth - we, this Nation, need the
will to win. Thnt meana motiwatzon, toal,

'stamina, L, LU ke
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«8e . ‘
let us tikn each ot-theso el;montl in turn.
| What will be the "Battle Plan?’
Prekidént Lyndon_B. Johnson will offer it
in his forthcoming Message to tho Congress on
the War Againat Poverty. .
This Meaaage will, I am sure, offer a fruly_
' historic blueprint. . . |

Action on this Message will prove that a

. democratic soclety can p;an through a voluntary
consensus and'can fulfill the plan, (Incidentally,

that "democratic” is a small "d" - unless you

-want to make ‘an issue of it.)
On thia point, some. uill nnk: Wil the
anti-poverty Yight become embroiled in politicar” © R
I ainoerely hope not.
The voter expects both Parties to be
reasonable and to cooperate, The.voter would'
see tﬂrough any sham - any make-believe efforts ' :
which might be coupled by behind-the-scenes
foot-dfagging: The voter is wary of g}m@icka - ‘0
whether they be token legislation of.sly
crippling amendments. o :
Lyndon Johnson offers this program - B

sincerely. \

Let the legislative ‘piqknqd”_be.connidsred,

I TRk

o LAY "_ o pE

debated, amended, 1f need:be, but acted upon -
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ve must break the vicious cycle at {itg
most vulnerable point - with the youth -
for he or she is malleable, He or she has the
best fighting chance. He or she has a whole
life ahead. But all the while, we must

* Serve the elderly; we must help them transform

their "twilight" years from a barren wasteland

to the harvest they deserve. we must help thenm

help themselvea. We must give them not so-called
"relief" - n&t alms - not grudglng charity -
but a sense of worth - of dignity, of self-
realization,

To thoae of you who may not have read the
recent 89-page report by the President's

bCouncil on Aging, I earneatly recommend it,

It provides an excellent gulde to a brighter

tomorrow for our Senior Citizans.
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mm.tm dnh éonoo:pu m nag,‘.p mvd-
an easy task, g / : N T
: Fortnmtoly, ve hm a "ca.n-do' man ia o!m-u. 5
He is Sargent Shriver, the able awm-tmm- who .
turned vhat the cynlos oaued "drm" - the Pnoo |
| mtwiubohism.-mﬁnm TS g

3 Bereisonolinb. !ouﬁahtcﬂllt S*’ﬁ
¥, mmeumrwmmrumm'

1) accelerated and’ expanded m_nlm, urbon
redevelopment exty whuo hausin‘; o AP ?

2) Iaasin a.u hommm l.mmu.ng

on a hetw- eoo:zd;unted, st to cmr' |
the Jo“-sedtu' £ the Job, nd matter m 1‘! m.tu; 9

53 me&Mahﬂu.mmmm
medical facilitiss; ke LI o ,f}-z.‘ :

P e g




10. ‘Centralized Information Seryice - offering‘
"one-step" guidanﬁe. Thé,poor must not be forced ta
vander from office to office, service to service.

IToo often, we mistakenly assume that they
Know w;at so§1a1 services exist in their behalf,
or where or how to apply. Too. often, we.assume
that they know thei; fvay through the "forest" of -
_1et's-face it - bureaucracy - at city, state and nationai
levels. Qovérnmentlis inevitably biéi.inevitably..
,ccmplex. We must try to simpliry.it, personalize it -
iﬁ terms'df its accessibilify to the poor, the ’
upbducated..

O W13 Ehis bé: done?

any not? ‘

Who will ?ay the b111? The s?mea?ooyle who are now
paying a wofse bill for the_aadk'of such a progfam - ‘
you, 1, all of us - Fﬁderal,gta}i_andfloogifﬂovarnﬁent,“

industry, labor, agriculture, the meruice trades.

i » .
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¢ In wap, there is only one thing which is costlier :

than victory; and that 1s defeat. We dare not stint
in this war. |
Opﬁonapts of this war uil; #ry to_sdaro us by .
fabulqting its direct costs. They will, as:usuﬁi, 1;naxﬁ
the inf;nitély higher direct and lndirect costs of social
afid human decay.l‘
'S0, we need the will to pay the price vhich will
- yin the war. In évery conflict, there are,zin Tom Pain;'s
immortal- words, "Summer soldiers" and_"aunshinehpatriots.ﬁ
There will be diQappointmanta, sot-backs. We will
experimeé@; we must experiment; wa.mnqt try not just

traditiopal approaches, but bold, high risk, innovative
' some will fail. ‘

pilot projects. / The failures will arouse the doubters ‘0
and the scoffers. Let the eynics sneer. We must never
lose heart. We are not a Nafion}of'quitters.' ’
We have the good fortune of having a “tall" ama . i
: : . W5 2 - B
. M et 4 n I-_
remarkable Texan in the White House. He is sayinhg, B
; A : £ M0 - 3 !
. 1o f]
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*in effect, to his fellow-Countrymen who are poor,

"We want you,.too, to 'stand tall,®
You are imericans. You ama - deep down - ;

are as good or better than' the rest of us.,

Your day is coming - mow. Your howr for
rehabilitation is now,

"Negro or white, 5th generation son of

L}

~ plonsers, or Mexican - American or Puerto
Rican American, you 'belong! You have a
place - with us, a place in prosperity,

‘ a place in the sun”
But let's not delude ourselves into th!.nki_ng that

'

- poverty will be erased in a year or 5 years. Prosperity
is not coffee; 1t 1s not brewed in an "Instant." i

Poverty has been long in the making; it will

be long in the undoing. = ¢ . '

Some may ask: "Why nllly bother ‘thie mhuch?"
. . . ' . T ) T

. i Tl
You know the answer. It is tw-.rald:-' iy
N . . ' e e
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It 13 the "% : g

Leason.”
It is a vap which fulfills what you and I

profess 1n our Church oy Temple, 1t is a wvar to
bring alive the clause in the constitntion which-

Speaks of "promoting the general velfabe, "

self-injury and social 1nJury. .

. .
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Foverty 13 waste. The pPoor are neither customers
or the businessman, norlconsumers for the laboring man's
products nor for the creftsuen's services., The poor Adrag
the ecounouy down; thedr poverty 1s a weight on thenselve: -
bur<en on ':;rw:i-’aty.
[ 2eed not reming you that poverty can te a
partdeular burden on a state so great, 5o pre-eminent as
.California.
For ;e;sons well familiar to you;bpoor citizens K % ¥,
-from other States have, for decades, migrated to
C;llfornié. This great Stétc cainnot fylfill its *
obligationg to the newecomer and to native-born,.unless'
'
there is sinultaneously a SO—State effort to meet this
problem on & National basis,
Cé]iforn;a can be and will be in the vanguard., ,
'
‘alifornia 13 a pioneer State, It can‘pionqer‘in new

€xperimenting for the-douhtronen. These éxperiments

] v

can opea a "Golden Gate" which other States can o ' ..
' L] " 5 -
1 v

[ . cf ° '



similarly unlock,

The War Against Poverty 1g neithep a city nor 3

ruval War alone, The war Against Poverty 13 ‘not

the "other States! yup nor the. "other felloy! s
war{ It is your war and mine,

Some of youy may remember'the famous World war P

Treeruiting poster, showing the grim rigure of Uhcle
Sam, pointing a finger at the onlooker. The 1nscr1ption

read: '"Uncle Sam Wants_XQ]I!"

»

This Country wants You,

It wahts your ideas

L]

and your energies and your skilils, '

. g : - N}
This Country wants- - {t does not reject - the poor,
It wants tho sick, the homeless, the heretofore oppressed

L]

raclal
Juitnority,

[ ]
'l

under the law and
: | b
under God, . '

: )
It wants them as equals

* "Marching Orders": - Help us™to auvance'.against the

L1
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rotten ramparts of misery. Help us to tear down the
wretched slums and repiace them with decent homes ‘at
fair prices,

Help us Lo trample out the “grapes of wrafh."

Bring'the light of learning and 0? hope to
those who cring? 1n-the'shadoﬁs'of'“Darkness at Noon,"

- This Country has many times sung,.“When Johnny

Qomes Marching Home." Today, Johnny is, by and large,
"home," B;t the war is here - on our home front. It
is a war for civilian fighters, for Joﬁnny'énd his
dad ana'his mother, for sister ané brother to win’
‘together, . A |

This land caﬁ be a Garden of Bdan for all. This ‘0
land offers an abundaﬁée'no lﬁﬁd has o§é§'betore héld

possible, : g - ' ’

[}

This land is rich beyond the fabled of antiquity,

We can make of thié land a "Paradise." And there

: e ’ - I g "
need be no "Strangers in Paradide" * none who need feel
\ ¥ y N
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like an alien in their native or adoptdg. land,

v

- rone who are cast ﬁalde,“nnwanted, helpless, suffering. =

War?" Yes!
Vietory? Yesl
- Herel - Now! : Tomorrow! And in the still
brighter years to comel
#
- 5 ;’ 1
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