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: A\F‘r'anklin Roosevelt left this nation a legacy of

strength unity and devotion to social JLlStiCB T Dy,

a World where men would enjoy Freedom of Speech, Freedom of
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The Four Freedoms became the pallylng cry of free men
throughout the world. They werj'a magnificent definition
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of man's ideals.

T L

But perhaps there is another goal - one that might be
R

called a Fifth Freedom, which should be embraced by all who
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They may not fsar their gOVernmant or themvvﬁéllowﬁmen, ' %
'"“tmay be bent and b;aised by a more«powerfUl b
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family, one's groupa/,.,_ﬁ(; P cf‘{;:a‘[zzz
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Bignity involves Br;de - pride in one's self and one's
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Crush that pride and you crush the soul - you extinguish
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the spark that ma.kesw a mang? . L“m # . [ & c "
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.'-A' "“*"‘"' society fj_nds it easy to forﬂet tno who

la.ck means and have been denied respect to the point they

R T =
hava no self-respect. %

AIn the poverty-stricken areas of the world the poor
are in revolt - not just against colonialism, nRelssEme.
against poverty, disease and illiteracy, but also against
humilistion and degradation.

In Af'rica, South Asia, the middle East and Latin
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America, are rebelling against mdignity - real, or
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_< But even if the indignity is only fancied, 1t grew in
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a soil of remembered grievance.
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234%% The people of the Emerging Countries clearly seek the
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Fifth Fbeedom They seek food for their children, yes. They

want knowledge and health and employment But above all,

they want wespect They yearn to live in dignity.

A£§Fbrtunately, the foreign polic of Amerlca is geared CngL

to th° EOth Century = the Century of F?eedom_ ) (

In a certain sense, our ways of thinking and doing
i

are obsolete carry-overs from the 18th and 19tb Centuries.
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Then, the concepts of "class," "elite" and "breeding" were
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the vogue. To a large extent they stlll are

What has been the result?

It is shame and humillation and loss of self~respect
- iy —— Haduhear
- fof the Négro the penniless

migrant laborer and=for the new citizen from Puerto Rico
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A‘Hllions of elderly citizens &#/the indignity

of being cast on the scrap heap because they are past the

P

a.ge of 6 3 They suffer the indignity of having to ﬁ‘&t{i -

O dpspedGarng T

edical a.id because their life savings are mped out by
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catastrophic or chronic illness
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-*H.i?&’iﬁns of the hendlcapped suffer indignity because M/
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have not learned to look past their birth defect fme
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e or dlse.bility and see them for their true worth. 1

- —— — cpm— — ———r—
Millions of our citizens are uneduca,tea a.nd under-
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educated. They are condemned to suffer the indignity of
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being shackled to 1J.fe long menial labor, even though
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their mj_nds and hands ir properly tra.lned could win zé,ﬂ % -

better place in life. E—— i"’iﬁﬁ;
4 Millions of Americans are, in effect, scarred and
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wounded by invisible blows that cut deeper than a sword.
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Those who have not experienced humiliation and
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indignity may not be able to understand how harsh th&lr;ﬂ{}2{4liﬂr
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effects can be./ Let the doubters recall the words of
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Shakespeare:

Hb Jests at scars who nexer felt a wound i
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/{\The elderly, the handlc&pped the uneducated in
, paadites . N _

America have been woundﬂd and scarred But no group in
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American society has suffered more blows, visible or
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inxlsible than the 20 mllllon Amerlcans of the Negro race.
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fellow Negro citizens, demonstrating for th&ir rights, were

ghaT e gy were shocked when our

struck openly - by fire hoses, police clubs and electric cattle
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prodders, or are set upon by police dogs,/ It is shocking
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because it is open for all to see. But)it hurts no more than
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the hldden humiliation which ﬁgaﬂéég; Neg;oes suffer avery

day of the year.
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[iﬁhat meaning would the Four Freedoms have for you if

you were told from the age of 3 on - "Black child, stay in

your place."

wa&)éyhat place? The bottom of the scale, the worst of
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everything. The lowest, the last, the snsddies@, the back
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of the bus, the worst of the tenements, the most crowded
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school.

fggggver mind if the child has the potential of a George

thhington Carver a Ralph Bunche a William Hastie alﬁdﬁdquwkj
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Marion Anderson, a Carl Rowan, a General Benjamin Davis, f’v”
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a Martin Luther King :) é;t,d./tﬂb// CAZQD e,
How long are 20 million Americans supposed to take

all this?

Is it any wonder that a Negro revolution has swept

-

the land?
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/\‘ I'1l tell you the real wonder. It is the wonder that
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the Revolution came so late and that it's so self-discipllned
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so responsible, so moderate, so pa.tlent ( "'u Y \
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} In a famous speech during WOrld Wer II, Winston

Chruchill said to his fellow Englishmen about the Nazis:

"What kind of people do they think we a,:r'e""
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LULG( ) What kind of people do we think the Negroes are? Do‘ | l Ld/:f’]
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. we think that their children can grow up, reading history \TJLM \3
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oooks with the inspirational messa,ges of Jeff‘erson and

Ia_nclon, Roosevelt, Kennedy and Johnson and still be
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content to act like serf‘s”
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/\ Do we think that pi.rents will swallow their pride
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another 5 years another 10 years, while their children

continue tow—‘#ﬂ G.t _/((,H,éc c(“é/l“:f((f_ "’)ZB}\:%
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: ?ﬁif The Negro does mind. He demands "Freedom - Now. :7ﬂt{(
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Do we think that teen-agers or adults will be content
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to keep hearing: "Never mind 1f you are the last to be
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hired and the first to be fired. —‘ﬁ;,
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e Negroes in every section of our country YWwho

marching in the streets, sitting-in at the restaurantgand
e R

at the construction sites are flghtlng for their freedom

L

as surely as our ancestors did nearly two centuries ag?/)

The sound of their marching feet echoes mightily in
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the Senate Chamber where we noﬁitrying to put the Congress ,,/’/’#f
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as firmly on the side of freedom as the Supreme Court has

T

been since 1954,
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Freedom 1s the business before the Sﬂnate¢nﬁw One
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hundred years of unfinished business has piled up and we will

not rest until we have clearmd it avey . /
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/{\The Second Session of the+88th Congress can be the

B

Freedom Session. 1964 will be Freedom Year . Shakespeare
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once spoke of the "tiée which taken at the floodsleads on

and in misorles

//WThe tide for civil rlvhts is at 1ts pe We dare not
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lose it.
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The passage of the Civil Rights Act will not constitute é&q, /

.
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the "beginning of the end" of inequality. It will merely

mark the "end of the beglnning

é We must look aheau to the days and years beyond this

victory, or else it may become as hollow and barren as the

aftermath of Reconstruction Ee-ﬁhuﬂieg!%R
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e struggle to secure full citizenship for every American, so
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///EMB regson 1is clear. The American Negro suffers not
g

merely from a deficit of laws to protect him; he suffers
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social opportunlty ety
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z//A we are marching to final victory in the century-long
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' must we now launch the_final onslaught on PQVe?ty' (iJ&QA J“QK ;%ﬂ)
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Like the Negro the poor man has been the forgotten
O i

e

man. He is the miner in Appalachia whose mine is closed.
g ==

He is the Jjobless youth who dropped out of school too
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early. He is the o0ld man living his last days 1n a bleak and
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lonely roon. He is, in ever lnor6331ng numbers the middle-
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aged worker automated out of a JOb. He is in tragigéégioortion
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the Negro.
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W ZThe "War Against Poverty" will not be won in behalf

of the Negro alone. But it can certa.inly be lost on him
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The most important battles in the War on Poverty will be
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; slums of &he cities and the ru al

fought in the
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/\ This war will require a multl-billlon program in the

next decade pei,mml, @ @éq&g; lone. é(/ @7l m‘fﬁé‘l’;[
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This program is not charity. It is a social and human
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obligation. It is not a luxury, it is a life-and-death
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necessity. It is not for our 1ma.ge abr-oad it is to

T

/ If anyone thinks the multi-billion-doller price is too

|

high, let him try to calculate the price if we lose this

war - the price in wasted lives, in family, neighborhood
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and city deca.y, in lost talents. LA /ZL{(/;7 &(Mdi L(
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#Zi Bu? our first job is to/ffgufé passage of the civil
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r'ights bill in the Senate “And I cen tell you that this

bill cannot be passed in the Senatq\unless the national
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consensus that has been growing rises to a pltCh and 1nten31ty
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that will demand the passace of the bill.
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j&\\This bill must be apprggg@ by the people before it can

be passed by the Senate of the United States.

gf:I feel that great consensus growing. I gan feel
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the stirrings in the churches, among business groups, educators,
w———

the great voluntary organizations - not alone in the Negro

groups themselves. ‘Mﬂégﬁw

The eyes of America have been opened. The "invisible

man," the Negro who was not really seen by millions of his

fellow-Americans, stands clearly before us - a man who
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suffers, a man who yearns, a man whc >_has much to give and
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c has a mght to all the frults of freedom and dlgmty that
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YES) the conscience of America has been stirred.
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But it will not be enough to feel. It is necessary that
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America act.
-

The American people cannot remain as spectators to this
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great national historic event. They must become participants.
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They must be mobilized. And once they ar?)we will pass the

civil rights act and close the citizenship gap that has shamed
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this country for more than 100 years g ugﬁé&
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History has taught one clear lesson through the ages -
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Shal "levil triumphs where good men fail t_o.“ But this year

good men will act. We will take the first step by enacting Ay /
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el Lo
q"ﬁgnéé civil rights law and then march "forthrightly into
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the bright sunshine of human rig@ts" and bring not only
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equality but dignity to all men.e
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