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HUMPUREY CONFIDENT SENATE
WILI APPROVE CIVIL RIGHTS

Senate Majority Whip Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn. )
expressed confidence today that the civil rights bill will be
passed this Spring as a national memorial to the memory of
the late President Kennedy.

Humphrey told a Greek Independence Day celebration in
Boston that the bill will pass because a great national
consensus 1is growing - one that 1s demanding that the Congress
guarantee the equal protection of the laws declared in our
Constitution to every American regardless of his race, his
color or his creed or national origin.

Humphrey recalled the words of the late President Kennedy
when he made his nation-wide address on civil rights lgst June
and said the same words apply Jjust as strongly today:

- "This is one country. It has become one country because
of all of us and all the people who came here had an equal
chance to develop their talents. We cannot say to 10 percent
of the population that you can't have that right; that your
children can't have the chance to develop whatever talents
they have; that the only way that they are going to get thelr
rights is to go into the streets and demonstrate. I think
we owe them and we ourselves a better country than that."

"We have a great opportunity,' Humphrey said, "to make
the dreams and the ideals of John F. Kennedy a reality. We
have s moral duty to help the American Negro in his struggle
for equal rights because his goals are our goals -his goals
are the same goals our founding fathers sought during the
American Revolution."

Humphrey added that the Negro's goals today are the same
goals sought by the Greek patriots during the revolutlon that

led to Greek Freedom in 1821.
(MORE)
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 The Senator said Boston and Néew England could be proud
of the support such statesmen astaniel Webster, Col.
Jonathon Miller and Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe and Harvard
Professor Edward Everett gave to the Greeks in their struggle
for freedom.

Today, Humphrey declared, "Massachusetts can be proud
of the active support given to the strugglé'for freedom by
such courageous persons as the Attorney Generél Robert F.
Kennedy, and your two Senators, Leverett Qé,ltonstail and
Edward Kennedy and Mrs. Malcolm Peabody the mother of
your fine governor.

Humphrey praised Mrs. Peabody and the other prominent
New England church people arrested in St. Augustine  Florids
who were"fighting for & 'better deal! for all Americans."

"I, too, want to join Mrs. Peabody's son and say 'I
can only express admiration for her courage, sincerity and
determination,'" '

Humphrey called the struggle for human rights now
engaging the Senate "the great moral issus of our time."

"This is not & partisan issue " Humphrey said, "Tg 1s
not a sectional 1ssue. This is a national issue. It is an

1ssue that must be won by all the people."
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People from Boston were in the forefront of the
Abolitionist movement more than 100 years ago and people
from New England are in the forefront in the Negro's struggle
for freedom today.

Massachusetts can be proud of the active support given
to the struggle for freedom by such courageous persons as
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the Attorney General, Robert F. Kennedy, and your two
Senators, Leverett Saltonstall and Edward Kennedy, Speaker
McCormack, and Mrs. Malcolm Peabody, the mother of your
fine governor.

Mrs. Peabody and the other prominent New England
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church people arrested in St. Augustine were obeying the
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dictates of their conscience and fighting for
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I, too, want to join Governor Peabody's praise of his
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L#{ﬁl mother and say 'I can only express admiration for her courage,
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’// / sincerity and determination.'

- I believe that the struggle now going forward in the
Senate is the great moral issue of our time. This is not
a partisan issue. It is not a sectional issue. ' This is

a national issue. It is an issue that must be won by all
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the people.

I can tell you todey that we are going to win that
struggle. The Senate is going to pass the civil rights bill
this w as & national memorial to the memory of our
beloved President, John F. Kennedy.
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/ I want to read to you the words of our late President tmw—ifz
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when he addressed the nation on civil rights last June ) /7éj

The words he said then apply just as strongly today:
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"This is one country. It has become one country
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because all of us and all the people who came here had an
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equal chance to develop their talents.

/ﬁéWé cannot say to 10 per cent of the population that
ngﬂcaqlt have that_giégt; that your cQ&igggn can't have
the chance to develop whatever talents they have; tlat the
only way that they are going to get their rights is to go
into the streets and demonstrate. I think we owe them
and we owe ourselves a better America than that."

We have a great opportunity to make the dreams and the

ideals of John F. Kennedy a reality. We have a moral duty
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to help the American Negro in his struggle for equal
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rights because his goals are our goals - his goals are the
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same goals our founding fathers sought during the American

Revolution.
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These are the same goals that Christ sought for all
mankind when he said "Do unto others as you would have

them do unto you."
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