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HUMPHREY SAYS AMERICAN INDIAN POVERTY 

MIRRORS NATIONAL PROBLEM OF POVEFTY 

Senate Majority Whip Hubert H. Humphrey (D-Minn.) 

said today that the "critical economic condition of the il..mer­

ican Indian is a mirror of the poverty problem the United 

States races." 

Humphrey sa'id that 400,000 American Indians face 

serious unemployment,inadequate education, poor housing, 

disease and income problems that make their reservations some 

of the nation's worst pockets of poverty. 

In akeYnote speech opening the four-day American 
... 

Indian Capitol Conrerence on Poverty at Washington Cathedral 

Humphrey said that "Poverty is the everyday life of the 

American Indian. No other group in American life is so 

victimized by poverty." 

Humphrey said the average family income for Indians 

living on reservations i& $1,500 a year and that unemployment 

is seven or eight times the national average. 

"The American Indian is in miserable shape and needs 

all the help we can give him, 11 he said. "He must be one of 

the prime targets in the ~Jar on Poverty which President · 

Johnson has asked our government and our people to undertake." 

Humphrey said the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which has 

jurisdiction or most American Indian tribes, helped extensively 

in preparing the anti-poverty legislation President Johnson 

sent to Congress. 

"The experience the bureau has had with poverty, the 

l essons it has learned, and the principles it has established 

are providing guidelines for what we must do elsewhere," he 

said. 

He said the bureau has stressed the creation of new jobs 

and e:z.pansion of educa+.iona.l o·pportunity j _n its attempts to 

OVER 



- 2 -

deal with Indian poverty. 

''A very high premium is placed upon education," he 

said. "But it must be good education, focused first on 

English-language capability, general e.ducation for citizen­

ship and vocational education that is marketable." 

A high degree of federal responsibility will be an 

asset in dealing vli th the Indian problem, Humphrey said, 

because the government's authority should give it a much 

more effective base from which to work. 

On the other hand, he said, the Indian has a· special 

problem of culture which makes it more difficult to integrate 

him into the economic life of a modern society rapidly 

developing in technology. 

"The Indian reservations can become excellent pilot 

projects or models of what can be done, and how to do it, 

in the war on poverty," he said. 

Humphrey said experience with Indian problems also 

suggested which programs should be done away with. A 1961 

study showed too much federal effort was directed to 

custodial care, he said, and other studies indicated too 

much money was being spent to educate Indians for life away 

from reservations. 

''Those trained had no opportunities if they returned 

to the reservations, 11 he said. ''If they left they were torn 

from their people and their people lost the possibilities of 

new leadership." 
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Senator Humphrey's Schedule 

Saturday , May 9 , 1964 

Leave Friend ship Airport United #147, DC-8 (lunch 
served on the plane) 

Arrive O' Ha re Airport 

Leave O ' Hare United 761, DCGB 
Arrive Des Moines 

You will be r.1ct by Governor Hughes and a party of 

people . You will b e taken d irectly to t he Savery 

Hotel. 

(Contact: I~i r!~ Boyd , Executiv e Secretary 
of State Denocratic Party. 

Tel: CH 4 - 2l:Jl , Presidential Suite (Dem . 
convention Headquarters - for Sat.} 
279-8736 (home) · 
244-7292 (Dem. party office there) 

Reservations: Hotel Savery, Suite 600-602 

Tel: CH 4 -21 51 ) 

Clean up and rest . 

Press Con f erence. Room 300, s avery Hotel 

New Frontier Club Reception, Savery Hotel, Des Hoines 
Room 

Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner. Veterans Auditorium. 
You will }Je taken t h ere iJy Hr. Boyd or someone he 
personally desig nates. 

Approx. tirt1e f O:J:" your speech. 

Sund ay, rJlay 10 

The Northwest Ref inery Plane (Erickson's}, a twin bee~hcraft with 

tvm pilots, will b e waiting at the Des Moines airport to take you 

to Huron and from Huron back to Hinncapolis. 

5:20 p.m. r.eave Hinncapolis Northwest ~-1=70, Electra , dinner served 

10:05 p.m. Arrive Wasl1ing ton National. Graham will meet you. 
Dill vlill be on the plane with you. 
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Sen . ~ubert H. Humphrey 
American Indiam Conference on uoverty 
··ashin.jton, D. C. 
Fay 9, 1964 

11 Poverty and the American Indiann 

;( Poverty is the everyday life of the American Indian. 
---- - ...--- -

I:To other group in American life is so victimized by poverty . 

The average income of Indian families on reservations 

is ~; , 500 a year • • ~employment is ~n or eight times 

the national average •• ~ost fami ies live in small huts 

or hogans ;ri t no sanitary facilities • • } young adults 

stay in school an avera~e of only eight years •• ~the Indian 

life span of 42 years is far short of the national average of 

62 •• ) r:•dian babies we only half as - uch chance as others 

in this country to reach t eir first birthdays • • • 

I could give you more figures but t ese point up the 

problem sharpl; enough • • • the _ erican Indian is in miserable 

shape and needs all t e help we can give him. 
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do not mru{e u~ a large percentage 

of t e !0 million persons l-Jho ive in poverty in thi.s 

country • • • but their sla l num ers do not diminish their 

' importance . ~he In ians and t1eir reservations must be 

pri~e targets in the war on poverty that resident Johnson 

has asked us to undertake . 

)~/ 
A .e are going to 11ake that nove on poverty an all- out 

t<ar.~ There is nothing nevi about the evils of poverty . Its 

destructive to 1 on the human spi~i -- even more than its 

~ocial cost in welfare and disease--has torn at our sense of 

justice . ifuat is new about poverty is that it is not 

necessary . 

· ·e are abl e to do more about poverty than H'e ever 

could before . America's reso~rces are so developed that 

-vre ave the ~"leans and the 1mowledge to bring people into an 

~~ 
adequate sharing of our total economic life . 

/l 
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Americans no longer have to live in poverty and it is 

wonderful that this is so . It will be nothing less than 

criminal negligence if our lmot-rledge , and our resources , 

are not used to help people help themselves . 

j Poverty is distributed among different groups and 

exists in separate pocl{:ets . The American Indian represents 

only one of various special situations ••• each will require 

a specially developed program. 

L The American Indian presents a special case in hm 
-= 

important respects . First , the federal government is deeply 
--==--

involved because it has the major responsibility for Indian 

affairs and is the trustee for reservations where the majority 

of the Indians live . And second , Indians have special cultural 
~ 

problems which make it more difficult to integrate them 

into the economic life of a modern society with its rapid 

technological developments . 
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t~1.e federal covernment t s authority--and its ac1mm1ledged 

responsibilities for Indian affairs--nhould GiVe anti - poverty 

vrorkers an effective base fro:"'l Hhich to operate . 

J...., ·re kno1:1 that sustained poverty breeds cultural 

a ienation . Educators , for exar .. ple , nm-r frequently refer 

to children of the poor in cities as 11 culturally deprived ." 

~'Jne could say the sru1.e _:bout the children--c~rrl.nr; fro~::_g_~.5?P 

homes and going to cra-1ded schools --on our Indian reservations . 
~ 

The Ameri can Indian, because his cultural problems are 

-
so difficult, provides a more critical laboratory in Hhich to 

-+L..v~' 
learn to deal with ~. Indian reservations can become 

excellent pilot projects or models of what can be done--and 

hmv to do it--in the war on poverty. 

I 

hAddressing the subject directly , Y.Te might ask hou 

poverty on Indian reservations developed and Hhy it .as 

continued for so long • • • 
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~- Resevations are too small to support the number 

of Indians living on them. Only about tHo per cent of the 

52 million acres in reservations are suitable for farming 

and-- even under the best agricultural management- - this land 

v-rould not provide a living for more tha.Il half of the Indian 

population. 

~ Federal effort in the past has been too heavily directed 

to custodial care , resulting in littl e development of the 
~ 

land and its people . A special study group pointed this out 

in 1961 . It in icated we may have been t-vell motivated in the 

past but were poorly informed . 

-- Indian culture has revolved around a limited agriculture 

and-- except for hunting and fishing--has not been job oriented . 

~he relationship of the Indian to the l~nd is deep and mystical. 

It is more than living space . It is his spiritual home and 

he doesn ' t think of it in economic terms . 
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~- Bducation has been inadequate on the reservations and 

federal poltcy has diverted most of the funds into preparing 

Indian youn0 people for jobs avray from home . Those that Je ft 

permanentl: Here torn fro"l their peop e-- and as a re cult- - the 

reservations regularly lost potential comn1unity leaders . 

~ One vJOrd above all others describes the plight of the -------:? 

Indian-- that word is 11 isolation . 11 Indians are isolated 

physically and geographically. They are isolated econo':':lically 

and socially. The ins titutions of health, tvelfare and 

educ ation have not reached them effectively. 

·~n recent years more has been done to deal directly 

with India..."l poverty. ':'he Bureau of Indian Affairs has 

abandoned the custodial idea ••• Congress has voted more 

money to raise Indian livin~ standards , provide health and 

~-1e lfare services and develop educational and economic 

opportunity ••• and federal policies h~e been focused on 

developnent of reservation resoux'ces and the Indians themselves . 

, 
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~hese ne1; policies mean improve housing with 

provi~ions for the Indians to build and to o~rn homes . ~hey 

mean summer Horl~ projects for young people and full - time 

employment for men in road building and forest programs an 

on soil cons ervation a~d irrigation projects . Reservati~ns 

not>r are included in Accelerated Public lJorks and Area 

Redevelopment programs . 

A These new policies ~1ean easier credit for tribal 

enterprises ••• a change that has stimulated industrial 

development on or near the reservations and broadened the 

economic base . At least 25 small industries have been devel oped 

in the past three years . Indians --using these nev-r S0' 1 rces 

of c api tal--noH are runnin.~ small businesses , motels , canneries 

and sat-nnills . Bright economic op_t)ortuni ties '''i 11 continue 
~ 

to develop if these progr~ms are adequately funded and carried 

through . 
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~These nevr policies have put most of the money Hhere it 

ou&ht to go--into education . The outlays for education mru{e up 

about half of the expenditures of t1e Bureau of Indian 

Affairs . ':'he bureau operates a system of elementary , secondary 

and vocational schools for 47 , 500 Indian children. 

~These schools have a big job in helping Indian children 

bridge a cultural gap between tribal life and our modern , 

complex society. ~hey also are faced with the special problem 

of giving special attention to children considered both 

cu turally deprived and disadvantaged by poverty . 

~ I~respects these schools face t he same problems 

as school systems elsewhere ••• the need for more classrooms 

to keep up with the population ••• the need to raise the level 

o: instruction ••• the necessity for better guidance and 

counseling services • • • the need for better libraries • • • 

and the need for net'll methods in teaching English as a second 

language . 
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l Indian 

education. 

children are not the only persons requiring ---The bureau also has an education program for 

more than 24,000 adults --only a handful of the under- educated 

a..l'ld under- trained on our Indian reservations . 

~ In listing what has been done for the Indian to raise 

his economic status and improve his general 1-relfare , one can 

not overlook the u.s . Public Health Service. This agency , in 

carrying out its responsibilities for Indian health, has 

included hospital construction in its prograE!. . r:"rel'1endous 

improvement has been nade in water sanitation although there 

still is a long Hay to go . Unsafe \..rater has besn bla::,led 

in many instances for the spread of commQ1'licable diseases 

that have taken such a toll on Indian reservations . 
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~ ~ife expectancy for _ndians is far short of t e 62 years 

now en " oye~ by the rest of t1e population ••• but it 1as 

been increased since 19~0 by 11 years . ~he tuberculosis rate 

for ~ndians is six ti::-·1es ir-;her than for the rest of the 

population • • • but it has been cut almost in half since 195 • 

It is quite remarkable how the critical econo~ic 

condition of the American Indian is a mirror of the poverty 

probleM the United States face:: . It presents the Pho e 

!overty problem in miniature , 

] r-:his :brief rundovm on t-Ihat the 3ureau of Indian .tSfairs 

has done to ~overty ~~ our Indian reservations 

shows ~.;hy the a _enc; has been able to do so rmch to help 

develop ?resident Johnson 1 s poverty proposals for Con ':ress . 

r.!_lh.e ex:perience the bureau nas had Hit poverty, the lessons 

it :1as le1.rned, and the princip es it has established are 

provi inc; .:uidel:nes :'or Hhat Ho mus do elsctvhere . 
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A 7his brief rundot·m also sho~1s that the neglect of \ 

the American Indian has been deplorable . Hovrever I think He 

have been able to diagnose the causes of his poverty and nmv-

have the proper remedies . 

'::he time has come to wage a l - out Far on poverty in 

tlll sections of this nation . 1.Je must be certain that 400 , 000 

Americru1 Indians no longer have to face serious unemployment , 

inadequate education , poor housing , di sease and income problems 
.... ----

that have '"llade their reserva tions some of the nation ' s -vmrst 

pockets of poverty . 1-Je must continue our best efforts until 

our Araeri can Indians are able to participate fully in all 

the benefits and opportunities of a society that fulfills 

their old sense of freedom in new te~1s . 
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